
Witness to 
Injustice

The KAIROS Blanket Exercise in the USA

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
(NOON) is a grassroots organization of 
Central New Yorkers which recognizes 

and supports the sovereignty of 
the traditional government of the 

Onondaga Nation.

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON)
2013 East Genesee Street, Syracuse NY 13210

(315) 472-5478
noon@peacecouncil.net 

“The Witness to Injustice Blanket Exercise made me 

feel a sense of  responsibility.  I was glad for

the closing statement, that this is not an occasion 
in which we need to feel shame, but 
instead our common humanity and a sense
of  rededication to doing the right thing,”  

--William Sunderlin, USA participant

“Since much of  our (Native) history is minimally taught 
and not accurately, the Witness to Injustice Exercise is 
a good way to help people learn about these 
events and share their feelings about what occurred.”  

-- Freida Jacques, Turtle Clanmother, Onondaga Nation
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Indigenous Peoples to reclaim land. 
We promote understanding of and 
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Photos:  (left) Kairos Canada, 
(right) Hamilton College.
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What is Witness to Injustice
This interactive group exercise is a 2-3 
hour immersive teaching tool.  It uses 
participatory education to raise aware-
ness of the history and relationship be-
tween Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Peoples in the part of the world now 
known as the United States, specifical-
ly in territory originally stewarded by 
people of the Onondaga Nation and 
other Haundenosaunee peoples. 

Through the use of meaningful quotes 
and blankets that represent part of 
Turtle Island (the Western Hemi-
sphere), we explore this shared history 
that non-native people rarely learn in 
school or other settings. The program 
helps participants deepen their under-
standing about the European coloni-
zation of Turtle Island and the denial 
of Indigenous peoples’ 
nationhood throughout 
U.S. history up to the 
present time.  

After the Witness to 
Injustice Exercise, parti-
cipants have the oppor-
tunity to share what 
they learned, felt, etc., 
and resources are shared 
to help participants con-
tinue to learn more.

Program Facilitators
Witness to Injustice is coordinated 
by Neighbors of the Onondaga Na-
tion and each program is facilitat-
ed by a team of NOON members 
and citizens of the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy. The program was 
initially developed by KAIROS 
of Canada, and has been adapted 
with their guidance.

The Witness to Injustice Blanket Exer-
cise is available schools, universities, 
faith communities and community or-
ganizations. It costs us $1,000-$2,000 to 
organize and facilitate a WTI program. 
For small community organizations 
reduced fees are available on request.

Learn More
Scan this QR code or 
go to peacecouncil.net/
noon/home/education/
witness-to-injustice

There you’ll find additional informa-
tion, including an online form to re-
quest a program. You can also reach out 
to the Witness to Injustice Coordinator, 
Regina Jones at: raj2154summer@gmail.
com or wti.cny@gmail.com.

Photos from a variety of 
WTI exercises. Bottom (from 
left) Curtis Waterman 
playing flute to accompany 
the exercise, WTI exercise 
at the Canadian UN 
Consulate, NYC; exercise in 
Ithaca, NY; WTI facilitator 
Simone Gonyea passing out 
ribbons in preparation for 
the exercise at the Canadian 
UN Consulate, above at the 
Onondaga Nation Firebarn. 


