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November 2, 2017

Silas and Melissa Pandori
2539 Case Hill Rd.
LaFayette, NY 13084

Dear Members and Friends of the Peace Council,

There are moments when people rise up and say, “Enough.” There are moments when
masses of people come together to envision a different future. This is one of those moments.

The Syracuse Peace Council is excited that hundreds of people in CNY are becoming political
for the first time, to meet the danger and repression of the Trump regime head on. The resistance to
forces of destruction, xenophobia and misdirection is heartening and we couldn’t do our part without
your help – both with your time and money. The Peace Council is adapting to the continually
changing circumstances, creating entry points for new activists, organizing as part of CNY Solidarity
Coalition, and collaborating with allied organizations.

Initiated by the Syracuse Peace Council and the
Workers’ Center of CNY, the CNY Solidarity Coalition
has been one focus of our organizing since November
9, 2016. A number of new SPC members have become
involved or deepened their involvement with SPC
through their work in the Coalition.

Bob Early is a new SPC member who joined
the Peace Newsletter editorial committee:

We all know the tragic results of the 2016
presidential election. One silver lining has been my
discovery that I can always depend on the Peace
Council to guide me toward doing something
productive with that outrage I feel. Although my
busy schedule as a college writing instructor made it
difficult to keep working with the Coalition, at one
meeting I joined the editorial committee of the
Council’s Peace Newsletter, and have continued to
serve in this capacity. I am in the process of revising
an article of my own for the Newsletter. And I’ve
made new friends.

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY  13210 • (315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net • www.peacecouncil.net

Educating, Agitating and Organizing for Peace and Social Justice since 1936.

A note from long-time SPC activists Jack Manno and Cindy Squillace:

Dear Friends, 

We woke this morning to the last of our redbud leaves drifting to the ground, telling us that a new day 
on Turtle Island had begun. Our Onondaga friends and neighbors have helped many of us to remember and 
enjoy the words of thanks that come before all else, even as the sorrows and difficulties of the world regularly 
challenge us in ever more urgent and upsetting ways.  

Giving thanks also reminds us of our long, ongoing commitment to the Syracuse Peace Council. On every 
level, all lifeforms on Earth are experiencing human-made environmental and humanitarian crises. We believe 
that SPC has a unique role in weaving together and moving various communities in Central New York forward 
towards justice and well-being for all. 

We need your help to continue and enhance that work.

Jack and I moved to Syracuse in 1977 as 26-year-olds wanting to change the world, and headed directly to the 
Peace Council to find community and a way to make 
“good trouble.” We got involved with some Peace 
Council projects active at the time - eliminating 
nuclear weapons, supporting the people of El 
Salvador, solving energy/environmental issues, 
bringing equality and economic justice to 
underrepresented peoples. It was a time of huge 
growth for us, with experienced activists and 
organizers taking time to mentor and guide us. 
We as a justice-seeking community continue to 
need experienced voices as well as new ones to 
help us through this critical, confusing time as 
advanced capitalism fights its collapse around us. 

SPC is going through major changes in staffing 
and organization. By the end of the year, staff 
organizers Michaela Czerkies and Carol Baum will 
have both left staff. This presents new opportunities 
for SPC, and two terrific new staff organizers 
started in October (see their introduction).

Six program committees currently make up SPC’s ongoing activist work, each comprised of volunteers 
supported by staff organizers: Beyond War and Militarism, Justice for Palestine, Neighbors of the 
Onondaga Nation, Nuclear Free World, Peace in Ukraine, and Plowshares (coming up December 3-4 at 
Nottingham High School). These past few years have forced all of us to change and develop new ways to stay 

Cindy and Jack (seated, third and fifth in from the right) at a Witness 
to Injustice (WTI) workshop at the Big Picture School in La Fayette, 
NY. WTI, a project of SPC’s Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, is an 
experiential workshop fostering understanding about the Euopean 
colonization of Turtle Island and the denial of Indigenous peoples’ 
nationhood throughout US history, and promotes respect between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.



connected and organize. The many people working on these projects defied the odds, and kept SPC afloat and 
functioning as a voice for change through 2+ years of pandemic uncertainty and political upheaval.

Earlier this summer we were asked why we have donated to SPC for 40+ years. We replied that even when 
we couldn’t afford a car, we knew how important it was to support SPC’s peace and social justice work. We 
moved here from places where people were passionate about various issues but didn’t see the power in tying 
them together. SPC fosters these ties, understands that if one is oppressed, we are all oppressed, and that all 
of these issues are intricately connected.  

In these scary times, the Peace Council is a place where we find connection, work out differences in 
thoughtful ways, and support each other, both locally and with the big picture in mind. We don’t know what 
the future will hold - we truly are building the road as we walk it - but we do know that it will take all of us with 
whatever we can offer, to shape it into a life-sustaining, healthy, compassionate force for all.  

 We need your financial support to make this happen. We invite you to join in with contributions of 
money and/or time. No amount is too small and SPC stretches every dollar to the fullest. Please take a moment 
to fill out the coupon enclosed, write a check, or donate online through PayPal (https://peacecouncil.net/
donate). We also encourage you to consider becoming a monthly or quarterly pledger. 

PS -  Donations of $50 or more are tax deductible either by making a check payable to Peace Action Fund of 
New York State (put “SPC” in memo line) and mailing it to SPC, or paying online at https://tinyurl.com/SPCDona-
tion2022 (this goes directly to our fiscal sponsor).

PPS - The SPC Sustaining Fund, a new initiative to provide a more firm, long-term financial base for SPC, is being 
created. Functioning like an endowment, interest from the fund will provide ongoing annual support for SPC, 
enabling staff to spend more time organizing rather than fundraising. To learn more see: www.peacecouncil.net/
sustainingfund 

PPS - See you at Plowshares Craftsfair & Peace Festival! It’s Saturday, December 3 from 10-5pm and Sunday, De-
cember 4 from 10:30-4:30pm at Nottingham High School (3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse)
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This year’s HIroshima and Nagaski Commemoration started on the steps of the Onondaga County Court House as 
part of Nuclear Free World Committee’s campaign to get legislators and organizations to sign on to the Back from 
the Brink Campaign (preventnuclearwar.org).


