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October 13,2020

Re.: A Call for Peace on Armistice Day November 11

Dear Friends,

I am writing as a member of Chapter 51 of Veterans for Peace (VFP) and the Beyond War
and Militarism Committee (BW&M), a joint committee of the Syracuse Peace Council and the

CNY Solidarity Coalition, to invite you to join us in our effort to reclaim Armistice Day.
Over 100 years ago the world celebrated peace as a universal principle. The first World

War had just ended, and nations mourned their dead and collectively called for an end to all
wars. Armistice Day was born and was designated as "a day to be dedicated to the cause of world
peace and to be thereafter celebrated." For more than thirty-five years each November l lth bells
were rung around the world to commemorate that peaceful pledge, which took effect at eleven
o'clock in the morning-the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918.

However, after World War II the U.S. Congress renamed Nov. 11 as Veterans Day,
changing the essence of the holiday from one dedicated to peace to one celebrating and honoring
the warriors, and the wars. Towns and cities and corporations and sports leagues call it "military
appreciation day" or "troop appreciation week." The beneficiaries of the continued reliance on
militarism are the weapons manufacturers and the "defense" industry.

The casualties of militarism are all of us. In explicit and alarming ways, this year especially,
we are witnessing how the ideologies of militarism, violence, racism and separatism blend together
and infiltrate our culture. The militarrzation of the police, immigration officers, and prisons
reinforce the crises we face: persistent poverty, racism and white supremacy, divisiveness, rising
fascism and the erosion of democracy. We realize that all the issues of social justice are in fact one
issue that demands unity not division. Accordingly, we seek to reclaim Armistice Day as part of
the broader effort to end widespread violence, militarism, and inequality, and as a pledge to create
a peaceful, equitable, socially just and sustainable community.

This Armistice Day, VFP and BW&M call upon all veterans and people who wish to
commemorate the true meaning of Armistice Day to gather with us at Billings Park, at the corner
of S. Salina Street and E. Adams Street in Syracuse, at the WW I soldier statue. We will hold a
vigil from 10:30 to 1 I :00 am. and at 1 I :00 we will be reminded of the true purpose of Armistice
Day as bells ring eleven times in remembrance of the millions killed, wounded, widowed,
imprisoned, orphaned and displaced by war.

We will gather in this solemn manner, not to pay homage to the weapons of destruction,
but to renew our commitment to work to end all wars and to foster peace and justice, at home and
abroad. We will exercise appropriate social distancing and require all to wear masks. In
remembrance of ALL victims of war, we will wear white poppies.

Please respond to confirm your willingness and plans to join us. Thank you.
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