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Citizens for a Better Plan 
Lakeview Amphitheater Project: 

Traffic Impacts 
  

The proposed Lakeview Amphitheater Project is projected to draw up to 17,500 
attendees to large concerts at the site. The traffic study included in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) and Conceptual Design Report indicate that primary access will be 
from I-690 and a handful of local streets which are simply not up to the task of smoothly 
conveying thousands of additional cars to the area within a short period and typically during 
rush hour.  

 
v The DEIS estimates that, without mitigation, large concerts 

at the Lakeview Amphitheater would cause significant 
traffic delays at most intersections near the site. 
Ø Traffic flow is usually described in terms of Level of Service (LOS), rated alphabetically 

with LOS A describing the best conditions.  For urban areas, LOS D is the lowest 
acceptable rating. 

Ø Of the five intersections studied under current conditions, one had a rush-hour LOS C. 
The remaining four intersections had a rush-hour LOS A. 

Ø The DEIS projects that large concerts could draw 7,000 additional cars to the site during 
rush hour. The additional vehicles would snarl traffic flow at all but one of these 
intersections, resulting in the unacceptable level of LOS H (three intersections) or the 
barely acceptable level of LOS C (one intersection).  

Ø The DEIS assesses four additional intersections under sold-out concert conditions. Two 
of the four were estimated to have an unacceptable LOS H. 
 

v Although the Traffic Study evaluated several mitigation 
measures, none brought traffic flows to acceptable levels. 
Ø The Traffic Study considers two types of mitigation: operational controls, like manned 

intersections and adjusted traffic signal timing, and structural changes, like adding lanes 
to the I-690 exits, Pumphouse Road, or State Fair Boulevard. 

Ø Manned intersections generated no improvements in the LOS for any of the intersections 
evaluated. 

Ø  “Manned and mitigated” intersections – which presumably include both the operational 
and structural mitigation described – generated some improvements, but none of the 
intersections with unacceptable LOS levels returned to acceptable LOS levels. 

Ø Based on this evaluation, the Traffic Study finds that long-term and more aggressive 
mitigation measures would be required to increase road capacity in the area and reduce 
traffic delays to acceptable levels. 
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v The DEIS doesn’t provide a complete picture of potential 
traffic impacts. 
Ø The DEIS doesn’t discuss how many large concerts might be scheduled during a typical 

summer season. This is important to understanding whether traffic delays in the area will 
be an occasional nuisance or a perpetual headache. 

Ø The DEIS doesn’t discuss the air quality impacts related to routine traffic delays on area 
highways. 

Ø The DEIS doesn’t consider the additional traffic burden caused by the State Fair. Without 
some commitment to the suggested transfer of Grandstand concerts to the 
Amphitheater, the combined impacts of Amphitheater and State Fair Traffic should be 
considered in the DEIS.  
 

v The DEIS doesn’t adequately discuss potential mitigation 
measures. 
Ø The DEIS doesn’t discuss the costs of the proposed mitigation measures, such as 

manned intersections or road expansions. 
Ø The DEIS doesn’t discuss whether the County has the authority to undertake proposed 

mitigation, particularly widening and lengthening sections of state roads, like I-690. It is 
unknown whether the NYS Department of Transportation would be amenable to any 
proposed changes. 

Ø The DEIS inappropriately suggests that negative traffic impacts will be reduced through 
additional long-term mitigation measures. Such tentative and uncertain measures should 
not be considered in an environmental impact assessment. The County should either 
conduct a more detailed analysis or presume that long-term mitigation will not occur. 
 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
SUBMIT COMMENTS TO THE COUNTY BY SEPT. 5, 2014: 

TELL THE COUNTY TO: 
 

• Recognize that the Amphitheater will create unacceptable traffic headaches. 
• Fully assess all traffic-related impacts, including timing, duration and number of concert-

related traffic jams and impacts on air quality. 
• Delay action on the project until effective mitigation measures (and associated costs) 

can be developed. 
 

Email your comments to: 
Ø David Coburn, Onondaga County Office of the Environment, DavidCoburn@ongov.net 
Ø Ryan McMahon, Onondaga County Legislature Chairman, jryanmcmahon@gmail.com 
Ø Mike Plochocki, Onondaga County Legislature Environmental Protection Committee 

Chairman, mikeplochocki@hotmail.com 
 

Please also call or email your County Legislator: 
http://www.ongov.net/legislature/members.html 

 
                          Visit us online at: http://www.scribd.com/CFABP  

Or at: https://www.facebook.com/CitizensforaBetterPlan  


