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About the Cover: SPC’s annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Win-
ter Peace Festival is celebrating 40 years of providing Central 
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From the early days downtown at Plymouth Church, followed 
by many good years at Southwest Community Center on the 
Southside, to our current location at Nottingham High School 
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artist, activist and longtime Plowshares Committee member and 
craftsperson, Karen Kerney.  
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sPC INFO
The Syracuse Peace Council 
educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer 
exist. We are community-based, autonomous and funded 
by the contributions of our supporters. See peacecouncil.
net for full statement of purpose. 

sPC steering Committee 2010
Jessica Azulay, Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Kimberley 
McCoy, Rae Kramer, Julienne Oldfield, Carole Resnick, Ursula Rozum, 
Peter Sinatra, Richard Vallejo, Rose Viviano, Wendy Yost. 

sPC’s Peace Newsletter
Editorial Committee: Jessica Maxwell, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre, Donna 
Mühs-McCarten, Aly Wane. Layout: Jessica Maxwell. Proofing: Rae 
Kramer, Andy Molloy.

peacecouncil.net
Read the PNL online (issues dating to 1936!), learn more about projects 
and upcoming events, find out how to get involved, and subscribe to 
our e-announcements list. 

Peace Newsletter Information
Submissions: pnl@peacecouncil.net or 472-5478.
Advertising: Call 472-5478 or visit our website for rates and sizes.
Calendar: Submit items for the January PNL calendar by December 15

Subscribe

Today!
PNL Subscriptions: 

$15/year for individuals
$25 for institutions
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum
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Plowshares Just         
Around  the Corner

SPC’s largest and most colorful annual 
event, the Plowshares Craftsfair and Peace 
Festival, will be Saturday, December 4 (10 
am - 5 pm) and Sunday, December 5 (11 
am - 5 pm) at Nottingham High School, 
3100 E. Genesee St. This 40th edition of the 
region’s premier multicultural craft show 
will feature over 120 craftspeople, selling 
a panoply of handmade goods: ceramics, 
jewelry, clothing, toys, soaps, decorations, 
art and much more. We’ll also have a full 
lineup of entertainment, food by The Mis-
sion restaurant and the liveliest group of 
social activists and freethinkers you’ll find 
in such a snowy climate.

Remember that Plowshares is also 
SPC’s most important annual fundraiser 
and a great way to introduce new people to 
our work and community. Spread the word 
via fliers and handouts (see peacecouncil.
net/plowshares), email, Facebook, word 
of mouth and shouting from the rooftops. 
Bring your friends and coworkers. We still 
have room for donated items for the silent 
auction and raffle (look for raffle tickets 
in your mailbox). Contact Andy.

Power For People              
Not For Profit

On October 26, SPC joined other members 
of the Public Power Coalition (PPC), includ-
ing the Syracuse Greens, Syracuse United 
Neighbors and the Citizens Awareness 
Network, to speak out against National 
Grid’s requested rate hike. We organized 
local residents to attend both public hear-
ings in Syracuse, made formal statements 
at the hearing and spoke with local media. 

To submit a comment opposing the 
proposed rate hike, contact the Public 
Service Commission by November 30 
regarding “Case 10-E-0050 – Niagara 
Mohawk Electric Rates.” You can email 
secretary@dps.state.ny.us; use the “PSC 

Comment Form” at www.dps.state.ny.us; 
mail a letter to Hon. Jaclyn A. Brilling, 
Secretary, NYS Public Service Commis-
sion, 3 Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 
12223-1350; or call 1-800-335-2120.

National Grid’s most recent request is 
just one more example of why we need to 
push for a municipal utility in Syracuse. PPC 
meets the first Thursday of each month 
at 7:30 pm at the Syracuse Center for 
Peace and Social Justice. Contact Jessica.

No War, No Occupation, No 
Empire Committee Heats 

Up the Cold Fall 
Get your mittens and boots ready! This 
year our Peace Outreach will continue 
through the winter. The first Tuesday of 
each month from 4:15-5 pm (see page 
8) we’ll be just outside the main gate of 
Hancock Air Base entrance (E. Molloy Rd. 
in Mattydale), protesting robotic warfare 
and the Reaper drone. Not only are drones 
being repaired there, but last year the Post 
Standard reported that they are being flown 

over Afghanistan – by pilots who sit at 
consoles in the base. 

We’ll also be at indoor venues. Ac-
cording to many polls, the wars are not in 
many people’s awareness. We aim to help 
people remember the US is at war, that 
the wars costs lives and resources both at 
home and abroad and that robotic warfare 
plays an ever-increasing role.

Our next meeting is Monday, No-
vember 29 at 7 pm at SPC. Please join 
us. Contact Carol with questions.

Youth and Militarism Work
SPC continues monthly tabling with Truth in 
Recruiting materials at each of the four city 
high schools. We’ve collected 25 Opt Out 
forms so far, with five weeks to go before 
the deadline. A recent table at Fowler was 
met with enthusiasm by some students but 
discomfort by other students and teachers 
connected with the JROTC program. This 
led to a larger discussion with the school 
administration that we hope may result in 
a stronger SPC presence at Fowler.

We have several other projects in 
the high schools in addition to tabling. In 
response to recent youth suicides around 
the country, SPC is launching a campaign 
to raise student awareness about the harm 
of bullying peers over sexual identity or 
other perceived differences. We’re also of-
fering “Social Activism as Participation in 
Government” presentations to high school 
government classes and developing a pro-
gram with local spoken word artists Jack 
Brown (of Sophistafunk) and Joe Driscoll.

Party for Peace!

Thursday, December 9
5:30 - 7 PM

Gather with SPC staff, steering 
committee, activists and supporters to 
celebrate another year of peacemaking. 
We’ll set aside a few minutes to hear 
highlights of the year from SPC’s various 
projects. Food provided. Please join us! 

Contact Carol.

SPC’s annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter 
Peace Festival drew crowds last year. Photo: 
Andy Mager
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We need help staffing the tables, call-
ing schools to get contact information and 
scheduling classroom presentations. Contact 
Jessica or Andy.

NOON Stands with 
Onondaga as Land Rights 

Action is Dismissed
On September 23, over 50 Neighbors of 
the Onondaga Nation (NOON) supporters 
joined with friends at the Onondaga Nation 
to express our solidarity in the wake of the 
federal court dismissal of the Onondaga 
Land Rights Action. We renewed our 
commitment to get the US to live up to 
its treaties with the Onondaga. 

Meanwhile, the year-long Onon-
daga Land Rights series winds up with a 
Closing Cultural Celebration at 7 pm on 
Monday, December 6 at the Onondaga 
Nation School, Rt. 11 A, Onondaga Na-
tion. Don’t forget your dancing shoes (or 
moccasins). NOON’s historical markers 
committee also has a program coming up 
on Tuesday, November 30 at 7 pm at 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. See 
and learn about this effort to correct his-
tory. For more see peacecouncil.net/noon. 
Contact Andy.

PNL #800
Several SPC activists have joined the PNL 
committee temporarily to help design the 
PNL’s 800th  issue, which is also the first 
issue of SPC’s 75th year. If you have a 
suggestion for an article, please contact 
Jessica ASAP.

We are also sad to announce that long-

SPC in Action / from previous page

continued on page 15

time PNL editorial committee member Gabe 
Angelone needed to leave the committee 
due to changes in his work schedule. Gabe 
has contributed enormously to the quality of 
the newsletter over the past few years. He 
will continue to edit articles occasionally, 

but his thought-
ful participation 
a t  commit tee 
meetings will be 
missed. Thanks, 
Gabe.

 

Work for 
Justice 
Locally

SPC continues 
to work with the 
United as One 
coalition of com-
munity groups 
in response to 
the outrageous 
abuses happening 

inside our local jail – including the deaths 
of two inmates due to gross negligence 
on the part of Justice Center deputies and 
medical staff. The coalition meets on the 
first Thursday of each month at 6:30 
pm at the Spanish Action League (700 
Oswego St.).

We also recently worked with others 
to organize a demonstration outside City 
Hall to oppose the installation of security 
cameras in our community. We believe that, 
rather than militarizing our communities, 
we should address the root causes of social 
problems by creating jobs programs and 
fully funding schools and youth programs. 
Contact Jessica.

Late Fall Interns 
SPC is excited to have several interns work-
ing with us this fall. Adrienna Maxwell, an 
ESF student, is the author of the “Peace 
of Mind” feature in this PNL issue. She’s 
also preparing outreach signs and display 
materials for Plowshares.

Le Moyne student Morgan Manzano 
is assisting with tabling and the Onondaga 
Land Rights series events. Michael Con-
tino and Eric Dwyre, both SU students, 
are working on hydrofracking – updating 
our display, developing a slideshow on the 
crisis in Dimock, PA and assisting with 
other tasks.

If you are a student, consider an intern-
ship with SPC. Contact Carol.

75 Years Young
SPC continues to learn, grow and renew 
ourselves as we approach our 75th year, 
making us the oldest, local, independent 
peace and social justice organization in 
the US. We plan to unveil a special 75th 
anniversary t-shirt at Plowshares and hold 
a series of events throughout next year 
to both celebrate and expand our work. 
Noam Chomsky will be here on May 11 
and invitations are out to other prominent 
progressive commentators and artists.

SPC is featured in the Syracuse Cul-
tural Workers 2011 Peace Calendar. Be 
sure to buy copies from us at Plowshares 
(or before) for your home, office, friends, 
and family. Contact Andy.

¡Presente!
Many Central New Yorkers will again travel 
to Ft. Benning, Georgia the weekend before 
Thanksgiving (November 19-21) to protest 
the US Army School of the Americas (now 
officially the Western Hemisphere Institute 
for Security Cooperation). This infamous 
institute adds to its crimes with graduates 
involved in the recent coup attempt in Ec-
uador and the 2009 coup in Honduras. In 
addition to the mass demonstration, there 
are workshops, trainings and many other 

This year’s Peace Calendar pays tribute to the 
energy and endurance of grassroots US peace 
groups, highlighting the 75th Anniversary of the 
Syracuse Peace Council. Graphic: Karen Kerney/
Syracuse Cultural Workers

Mohawk leader Tom Porter (left) spoke along with Onondaga clanmother 
Audrey Shenandoah (right) and ESF professor Jack Manno at the Great Law of 
Peace program on October 4. Photo: Brian Dawson
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continued on next page 
Aly, originally from Senegal, is an organizer 
with the Syracuse Peace Council and the Alli-
ance of Communities Transforming Syracuse. 

A Culture of Denial: Criminalization in the US
Aly Wane

“Homelessness, unemployment, drug 
addiction, mental illness, and illiteracy are 
only a few of the problems that disappear 
from public view when the human beings 
contending with them are relegated to 
cages.”  – Angela Davis

“You can Jail the Resisters, but you 
can’t Jail the Resistance” – School of the 
Americas Watch slogan

With over two million people 
incarcerated, the United States has 
the largest prison population in the 
world, far ahead of even China 
(with about 1.5 million people in 
jail). Those who are incarcerated 
are disproportionately poor and 
often are people of color. There 
is an element of  social violence 
to this fact. The US’s brutal im-
perialistic policies are intimately 
connected to its punitive domestic 
policies. A society that increasingly 
“disappears” its social problems 
instead of dealing with them is a 
society that lives in denial.

Crime and Profit: 
Denying the Immigration Crisis
There is a humanitarian crisis in the US: 
approximately 12 million undocumented 
people live here in the shadows, terrified 
of making their presence known. Instead 
of addressing this growing crisis head-on 
by passing comprehensive immigration 
reform (CIR) at the federal level that would 
include an earned path to citizenship for 
these individuals, the US has been selectively 
detaining and deporting them. According 
to the Detention Watch Network: “The 
US Government detained approximately 
380,000 people in 2009 in a hodgepodge 
of about 350 facilities at an annual cost 
of $1.7 billion. All this despite the fact 
that being present in the country without 
documentation is a civil offense, not a 
criminal one. It costs about $122 per day 
to incarcerate each one of these detainees. 
About half of immigrant detainees in these 

facilities have no criminal record or have 
already served time and are re-incarcerated 
for immigration purposes only. In addition, 
Homeland Security contracts with over 
312 county and city prisons nationwide.

But the scariest aspect of this growing 
problem is the increasing privatization of 
the prison industry. Groups such as the 
Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) 
and the GEO Group are profiting from the 
incarceration of an ever-growing immigrant 

detainee population. CCA’s President and 
CEO John Ferguson ominously declared 
in 2006: “We’ve never seen the wind in 
our backs like it is today,” speaking of the 
record profits his company was making. 
He had the right to gloat. According to the 
New York Times, CCA’s annual revenue 
tops $1.69 billion and the GEO group 
rakes in about $1.17 billion. To these CEOs 
and their stockholders, the painful family 
separations which are all too common in 
immigrant families is seen as a “growth 
opportunity.” To add insult to injury, the 
contracts between private detention centers 
and the government are actually taxpayer 
guaranteed.  

And it gets worse. Throughout 2005 
and up to December 2006 the prison in-
dustry spent over 6 million dollars in lob-
bying the US Congress. The results were 
fruitful. According to a recent National 
Public Radio report, the notorious Arizona 
immigration law, SB 1070 was written, at 
least in part, by members of the private 
prison industry.  This law mandated that 
police officers detain anyone who looks 

“reasonably suspicious” enough to be an 
illegal immigrant. Fortunately, and thanks 
to tremendous grassroots activist pressure, 
the most egregious aspects of the law were 
struck down and deemed unconstitutional. 
However, Arizona Governor Jan Brewer 
is fighting the ruling in court. Not surpris-
ingly, some of her top advisors, including 
her spokesman Paul Spenseman, and her 
campaign manager, Chuck Coughlin, are 
former prison industry lobbyists.

The vast majority of undocu-
mented workers are not criminals. 
Ignoring or persecuting them is not 
a long-term solution. With every 
year that passes the immigration 
crisis grows, bringing with it fear, 
xenophobia, racism and division in 
American society. I agree with the 
governor of Arizona in one respect: 
we cannot deny that we have a prob-
lem anymore. We must pass CIR.

Criminal Citizens: Denying 
Dissent
Despite President Obama’s promises 
of more government transparency, he 
has largely kept intact the Bush-era 
erosion of civil liberties. Under the 
National Security Agency’s war-

rantless wiretapping program, the federal 
government can legally monitor the inter-
national emails and phone calls of citizens. 
US citizens are all potential suspects in the 
War on Terror (WOT), especially if they 
happen to have friends who live abroad. 

Peace activists have long been crimi-
nalized by US authorities. Nonviolently 
addressing issues of social justice has been 
a suspicious activity throughout US history. 
The WOT has intensified this trend. The US 
mainstream media has not covered it well, 
but there has been a tremendous amount of 
popular opposition to the WOT. Antiwar 
rallies and protests have been a consistent 
part of the US political landscape since the 
onset of the Afghanistan conflict. The Iraq 
War was preceded by the largest demon-
stration in world history, which occurred 
on February 15, 2003. It is estimated that 
a minimum of 6 million people protested 
worldwide, many of them US citizens, but 
George Bush infamously dismissed the 
event as a “focus group.”  

The prison-industrial complex: bad for the community, good for Wall 
Street. Image: www.usprisonculture.com
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TheFolkus
Project of Central New York

great acoustic music pure and unpasteurized

Upcoming Shows at 
May Memorial UU Society 

(800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Bill Staines
Nov. 19 / This 40-year, 26-album 
legend of the folk/songwriter circuit
is coming to Folkus for the first time

Karen Savoca & 
Pete Heitzman
Dec. 3 / Karen’s one-of-a-kind voice and haunting
songs, driven by the Pete’s amazing guitar. Folkus
favorites from
right down in
Munnsville.

Above start at 8 p.m.  Info at
www.folkus.org

Also, Second Saturday Series
at the Westcott Community
Center: Kambuyu Marimba
Ensemble (Nov. 13) 

(3800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Cooperative Federal

Transfer your balance to the new 
Cooperative Federal Credit Card.

 7.20%APR*

www.coopfed.org . Federally insured by NCUA

Rates as low as

 *Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are based on credit score, payment  
  method, length of loan, downpayment and collateral value.

. No Balance Transfer Fees 

. No Annual Fees 

. No Gimmicks

 Call 473-0242

Keep the convenience, lose the Big Bank, 
and help your credit union invest in Syracuse.

Culture of Denial / from previous page

It has been an essential aspect of the WOT to keep a 
lid on citizens who actively oppose it. This suppression 
of dissent is a bipartisan one. Organizers of the 
Democratic National Convention decided not to 
allow in the Convention Center anyone who was 
wearing anti-war paraphernalia. Nonviolent groups 
such as the Raging Grannies were placed under 
surveillance. A report obtained in September 
2010 by the American Civil Liberties Union 
confirmed that the FBI has been spying on 
citizens ever since the beginning of the 
WOT.  These efforts represent a growing 
authoritarian, quasi-fascist tendency in the 
US body politic. Anyone disagreeing with the 
will of the state must be “purged” from the 
homeland. Authoritarian governments thrive 
on secrecy and denial of social problems.

Justice, Not Jails
The US government is addicted to violence, 
be it literal or social. There is great brutality in 
the fact that our immigration system has been 
re-shaped to turn a profit for private corporations. No amount 
of jails will solve our immigration crisis.

Donald Rumsfeld famously remarked in 2002, “I don’t do 
body counts.” But the US cannot hide the fact that its policies 
in Iraq and Afghanistan have resulted in a tremendous number 

of civilian deaths. The most conservative estimates of civilian 
casualties in those conflicts hover around 400,000 deaths, with 
some methodologies claiming that over one million have died. 

But the US, like an addict, hides it shame by criminalizing 
dissent and attempting to silence its critics. 

Fortunately, prisons cannot jail the truth. And the pain-
ful truth is that the US is an empire in decline. The official 

unemployment level is at about ten percent, which means 
that the real unemployment level is probably closer 
to sixteen percent (the official unemployment level 
does not count those who have given up looking for 

work). More and more US citizens are frequenting 
food pantries. In the meantime, local governments 
are slashing social services around the country 
in a time of great social need. Joseph Stiglitz, 
former chief economist at the World Bank has 
estimated the Iraq War (not including Afghanistan) 

will cost about three trillion dollars. The US 
can either acknowledge that it can’t afford 
its current WOT or bankrupt itself.

A more humble approach to foreign policy, 
one that rejects the notion that the US has to 

go to war with an entire country in order to root 
out its “terrorists” could free up the funds needed to 

fuel a social rebirth. In order to rebuild our cities, we 
will have to aggressively make the connection between our 
out-of-control military spending and the collapse of our social 
infrastructure. This will require people in the US to refuse to 
be complicit in the denial game. It is time to open our eyes 
and roll up our sleeves.

Image: William Upski Wimsatt
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Whitney Adams

The One Nation March occurred without a 
hitch on October 2, 2010, a historical mo-
ment for progressives during the Obama 
administration. The march was the largest 
progressive rally to be held in Washington 
DC since the November 2008 election, 
and with midterm elections around the 
corner, the stakes were high. Over 
400 organizations 
sponsored this 
event, primarily 
unions and civil 
rights groups rep-
resenting various 
interests of Left 
movements: jobs, 
war, environment, 
education, equal 
rights, immigration, 
socialism, etc. Esti-
mates put the crowd 
at almost 200,000 
participants, and their 
purpose was clear: be 
active, be heard, and 
affect change.

Syracuse partici-
pants comprised a 
diverse component 
of the overall march 
turnout. Members of 
several local unions, 
including 1199 Service 
Employees Interna-
tional Union (SEIU), United Auto Work-
ers, Civil Service Employees Association, 
and NY Shipping Association, and social 
justice groups, such as the NAACP and 
the Syracuse Peace Council, joined com-
munity members from local churches and 
schools to form a convoy of over 500 people 
busing down to Washington DC. Though 
Syracuse participants had the event’s many 
purposes in mind, their main concerns were 
jobs and unity.

Paco Valle, a retired member of the 
military from Syracuse, echoes this aspect 
of the March: “It’s all of us, not just one 
fringe group or two fringe groups, and all 
of America is really concerned with the 
way the country is going.”

Both he and his wife, Sheri, emphasized 
standing together to fight for the needs of 
our nation. Sheri also fears the economic 
situation, especially for her daughter: “I’m 
very lucky because I am employed, but I am 
concerned about the state of jobs in Central 
New York. It’s going to be very difficult 
for my daughter when she does graduate 
from college to get a job…jobs are a huge 

part of making our 
economy work.”

Sheri’s con-
cerns were echoed 

One Nation Working Towards Change

Whitney is a SUNY Oswego student who 
documented 10.2.10 for SEIU local 1199 
as part of her “Words in the World” class.

Vera L. Kelly (above) from NAACP and 
a former AFL-CIO member attended 
the rally to support President 
Obama and to fight for solutions to 
the problems plaguing our nation 
today. Chris Silvera (right), Secretary-

by many of the speakers at the Lincoln 
Memorial. Jesse Jackson’s shouts of 
“Jobs now! Jobs now!” rang throughout 
the National Mall as participants clapped 
and shouted their enthusiasm. Choruses of 
“Keep hope alive!” followed as Jackson’s 
call and response rhetoric moved thousands 
to unite and look toward the future.

Speakers and protesters drew strength 
and inspiration from the past, remembering 
the March on Washington led by Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in 1963. Chris Silvera, 
the Secretary-Treasurer of Teamsters 808, 
points out the difference between dreams for 
the US and our reality today: “As we look 
at where the youth is today, the youth of 
America are going to be without a pension, 
without quality healthcare if things continue 
the way they are, and without a job. That’s 
not the America that FDR thought about, 

that John F. Kennedy thought about, that 
Johnson thought about, that Martin Luther 
King Jr. thought about.” Re-visioning our 
present to fit with our dreams is critical in 
realizing change for our nation.

Many participants came to the march 
to show appreciation for what they believe 
Obama has tried to do: align our country 
with our dreams. However, that apprecia-
tion was often coupled with a desire to see 
further change in our nation. Vera L. Kelly, 
a former member of AFL-CIO and an ac-
tive member of the NAACP, epitomized 

the desire to both support 
Obama and push for deeper 
improvements: “We’re here 
because we want things to 
be better, and we’re here to 
back Barack and what he’s 
doing.” The March was 
permeated by this tension 
between what has been done 
and what could be done.

Much of the march’s 
intent has been confused in 
the media by comparisons 
to the rally that Glenn Beck 
led in Washington DC to 
“restore honor” to our nation. 
Headlines like, “One Nation 
Rally Offers ‘Antidote’ to 
Tea Party” and “Battle of 
the Rallies: ‘One Nation’ 
vs. Glenn Beck’s ‘Restor-
ing Honor’” perpetuate the 
idea that the march was a 

superficial response to the Beck/Palin rally 
that brought together Tea Party members. 
By focusing on turnout and whose rally 
“won”, these articles depict the One Nation 
March supporters and Tea Party members 
as opposing sides, framing the story as one 
of a nation divided. Yet, the shared spirit 
of advancement and enthusiasm present at 
the One Nation rally came from a sense of 
unity. An inclusive progressive movement 
has the potential to establish a recognition 
of diversity so we can work with our dif-
ferences to create the change we need.

Treasurer of the Teamsters Local 808, focuses on change in jobs, healthcare, and education 
in order to align our future with past visions for the US. Photos: Whitney Adams

Bonus Article Online: check out 
the online version of our newsletter 
(peacecouncil.net/pnl) for another 
article on 10.2.10 by SUNY Oswego 
student Chris Lewis.
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Richard attends many of the Tuesday late 
afternoon Peace Outreaches.

The Journey of a Peace Activist: 
Tableau at the State Fair 
Richard Weiskopf

My trip to the State Fair this year was not 
the usual visit. Several of us met at the 
Center for Peace and 
Social Justice on August 
31, 2010. We were driven 
in a van to the main gate 
of the Fair. There were 
nine of us. The other 
eight performed roles in 
a tableau representing 
the death and destruc-
tion caused by pilotless 
drones in Afghanistan. 
A tableau is essentially 
a theater piece in which 
participants hold a pose 
for an extended period 
of time, drawing a stark 
contrast to the hustle and 
bustle of the Fair. Its title 
was “Drones are Ter-
rorist activity—kill 
civilians and create 
more enemies for the 
US.”

The tableau was 
quite realistic with 
a model drone con-
structed from heavy 
duty paperboard. A 
few feet away two of 
our group assumed the 
roles of dead civilians 
draped in black and 
“bloodied” with red 
paint. A third played 
a mother sitting and 
cradling a dead infant. 
There also was a “pilot” dressed in fatigues, 
sitting comfortably at a computer operat-
ing the drone by remote control. I stood 
and held a sign saying “Bring the Troops 
Home.” I accompanied this group for one 
afternoon. The rest of them performed the 
tableau for an hour each of the twelve days 
the Fair was open. 

It was stiflingly hot the day I was 
there. Many folks going in and out of the 
Fair appeared exhausted, not interested in 

stopping to find out what our demonstra-
tion was about. Two from our group were 
handing out leaflets to explain what we 
were doing. It was difficult to get people 

to accept those, but some were taken. Oc-
casionally we saw a “thumbs up” or peace 
sign in response to us. A few times there 
was a definite negative reaction. I didn’t 
experience anyone yelling or cursing at 
me, or calling out “Get a life!,” which 
sometimes happens on peace vigils.

So many people were elderly, bent 
over, with faces that were “washed out.” 
No room behind those sunken eyes for 
the luxury of politics. There were also 
young people who appeared energetic 
and innocent. Many were obese, some 
walking with canes or walkers, and in 

wheel chairs. 
Why do I bother to go on this “journey?” 

Because I need to make a contribution to 
the struggle for peace and social justice no 

matter how small. To show 
that I feel strongly enough 
about a point to stand with 
a sign. To get people to 
think, “Oh! Some folks 
are so concerned about 
far away happenings that 
I don’t even think about.” 
Also, I do it, because we 
are allowed to in the US. 
I hope that will continue. 

I think to be a peace 
activist you have to have 
at least some financial se-
curity. People working two 
jobs to feed their children, 

living in poverty, and 
struggling to make 
ends meet don’t have 
the time or energy to 
be an activist. 

So, when I’m 
driving to the next 
peace vigil and say to 
myself, “Why am I do-
ing this?,” my answer 
is, “This is your job, 
to do this one thing 
today if nothing else. 
Be part of something 
bigger, do what you 
can. You don’t have 
to do the whole job, 
just your part.” 

Winter Peace Outreach 

Join SPC’s visible, on-the-streets in-
spiration to CNYers to end the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Contact Ed 
or Ann, 478-4571.

1st Tuesday of the Month 
4:45-5:30 pm

Dec. 7 & Jan. 4
Hancock Air Base Entrance (E. Molloy 
Rd., Mattydale) Reaper Drone focus

Doing their part (clockwise from top): regular peace outreachers Ed Kinane (holding an 
impromptu teach-in on drones), John Fitzimmons (playing a dead civilian) and Ann Tiffany 
(playing a grieving Afghan mother) were part of the group that maintained a presence every day 
outside the NYS Fair. Photos: Mike Miller, John Liau, Diana Cramer
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a Pathan (Pashtun) from 
northwest Pakistan, was a 
close friend and protegée 
of Gandhi. Arrested many 
times for nonviolent resis-
tance, Khan [1890-1988] 
spent years in exile and 
30 years in prison under 
both the British and the 
Pakistanis. Along with his 
sisters, Khan advocated for 
women’s rights. In 1985 he 
won the Nobel Peace Prize.

– Ed Kinane 

The Green Zone: The 
Environmental Costs of 
Militarism. Barry Sanders. 
AK Press. 2009. 161 pp.

The Planet vs. the Pentagon
Working in an Earth Day coalition to plan a 
local rally a few years ago, I suggested that 
we have a speaker address the US war on 
Iraq. Much to my surprise, another activist 
argued that we shouldn’t stray into unrelated 
issues. I quickly explained the connection 
between militarism and the environment. I 
wish I’d had this dense little book of facts 
and figures to hand to him. Sanders, a retired 
professor from Pitzer College, tries to docu-
ment the overwhelming scale of resource 
depletion and pollution caused by the US 
military in particular, and war in general. 

Sanders gets to the main point right 
away in the introduction: “The military 
produces enough greenhouse gases, by 
itself, to place the entire globe, with all 
its inhabitants large and small, in the 
most imminent danger of extinction.” 
From the 60,000 gallons of jet fuel used 
by just two Apache Helicopter battalions 
(which each get half a mile to the gallon) 
for a one night raid, to the hundreds of 
thousands of bombs scattered about the 
landscape in Iraq and Afghanistan, Sand-
ers enumerates the impacts of weapons 
manufacturing and testing, building bases, 
bombing campaigns, radioactive weapons 
(such as depleted uranium), fuel consump-
tion and chemical and biological agents. 
His conclusion is dire: in order to protect 
the environment and challenge climate 
change, we must take on the Pentagon – or 
the planet will.

Activist Winter Reading
With a range of styles and topics, we hope 
one of the following titles might find its way 
onto your reading list this winter.

Footnotes in Gaza. Joe Sacco. 
Metropolitan Books. 2009. 418 pp.

Stranger In a Strange Land 
Few US Americans have a clue about what 
it’s like to live and die in Israeli-occupied 
Palestine. If you aspire to get beyond the 
Bubble, read Joe Sacco on his months spent 
in this god-forgotten land: Footnotes in 
Gaza. Sacco is no ideologue, nor does he 
pretend to somehow achieve objectivity. 
He reflects—and then distills—what he 
sees and hears. He’s a superb reporter and 
artist writing with candor, introspection and 
intellectual honesty. His black and white 
comic-book style drawings provide dense 
and telling detail.

I marveled at his skill capturing the 
postures, faces and words of Palestinians, 
and depicting the texture of their hard-
scrabble surroundings. I marveled at his 
gift for capturing the Palestinians’ scabbed 
wounds, their bleak prospects, their daily 
fear, their daily courage. I savored Sacco’s 
portrayal of his own puzzlement—gringo 
and non-Arabic speaker that he is—amidst 
individuals, families and communities too 
long on the edge.

A Man to Match His Mountains: 
Badshah Khan, Nonviolent 
Soldier of Islam. Eknath Easwaran. 
Nilgri Press. 1984. 243 pp.

Mountain Man 
“One learns a good deal in the school of 
suffering. I wonder what would have hap-
pened to me if I had had an easy life, and 
had not the privilege of tasting the joys of 
jail and all it means.” – Badshah Khan.

Islamophobia has been with us at least since 
the Crusades, but it seems especially viru-
lent these days. That’s one good reason for 
anti-war, anti-empire and anti-occupation 
activists to seek to understand Islam, the 
faith of one fifth of the human species. A 
useful entrée to such understanding is Eknath 
Easwaran’s highly readable biography, A 
Man to Match His Mountains: Badshah 
Khan, Nonviolent Soldier of Islam. Khan, 

Knitting for Anarchists. Anna 
Zilboorg. Unicorn books. 2002. 147 pp.

Knit One, Purl Two However Many 
You Want
In this age of internet information, my 
discovery of this book reminded me of 
the value of actually visiting the library. 
I stumbled upon this wonderful title by 
chance as I was perusing the shelves at the 
downtown branch of the Onondaga County 
Public Library. After reading just the first 
two pages of the introduction, I knew I had 
to have it: “In this book I intend to explain 
to knitters why they do what they do, and 
how to do it simply…understanding gives 
us power…without understanding, we are 
doomed to do what we are told. Anarchists 
generally do not like to be told what to do,” 
Zilboorg explains. The first few paragraphs 
present a simple, working explanation of 
anarchist thinking, and Zilboorg’s approach 
to knitting is similarly straightforward and 
refreshing. From the very basic structure of 
knitted stitches to the qualities and func-
tions of different types of knitted fabric, 
the author encourages observation, critical 
thinking and fearlessness with chapters like 
“Regaining Our Illiteracy”. It’s a useful 
primer for new knitters and a fun read for 
knitters of any experience level. 

– Jessica Maxwell



10 Peace Newsletter November-December 2010

Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and 
Socially Responsible Investing

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153     800-318-9780
Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
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Phyllis Bennis is a Fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies and 
the Transnational Institute in Amsterdam. She is co-author of 
Ending the U.S. War in Afghanistan: A Primer.

One Nation: Uniting for Jobs, Not War 
Phyllis Bennis

At the historic One Nation Working Together march, activ-
ists made the connection between unemployment and our 
outsized military budget. 

This article was originally published by YES! Magazine (yes-
magazine.org), a national, nonprofit media organization that 
fuses powerful ideas with practical actions.

His always-identifiable, once-in-a-generation voice 
booming across the sun-drenched National Mall, the 
legendary actor-activist Harry Belafonte evoked the 
words of his long-ago friend and colleague, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. As he spoke, a hundred thousand 
people rose to their feet in a roaring ovation. What-
ever had come before, this was the real reclaiming of 
the legacy of another speech that had issued decades 
earlier from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.

King, Belafonte reminded the crowd, “said that 
America would soon come to realize that the war that 
we were in at that time that this nation waged in Vietnam, was 

not only unconscionable, but unwinnable. Fifty-eight thousand 
Americans died in that cruel adventure, and over two million 
Vietnamese and Cambodians perished. Now today, almost a 
half-a-century later, as we gather at this place where Dr. King 
prayed for the soul of this great nation, tens of thousands of 
citizens from all walks of life have come here today to rekindle 
his dream and once again hope that all America will soon come 
to the realization that the wars that we wage today in far away 

lands are immoral, unconscionable, and 
unwinnable.”

It was an extraordinary moment. 
The first national mobilization in 
Washington led by civil rights and la-
bor groups in more than a decade was 
motivated by the economic crisis and 
energized by the demand for jobs—but 
reflected the breadth of understanding 
of a wide range of communities and 
constituencies who joined One Nation 
Working Together. The leadership of 
the coalition began with the NAACP, 
whose dynamic young president, Ben 

Jealous, stood as the first of his generation to head one of the 
fabled early civil rights organizations in the U.S. The SEIU, 
whose fast-growing service worker sector faces some of the 
most oppressive conditions, was there at the beginning, and 
the AFL-CIO as a whole quickly followed suit. Other core 
sponsors included the National Council of La Raza, Center for 
Community Change, US Students Association and more. By 
the time of the rally, hundreds of labor, civil rights, commu-
nity, immigrant rights, environmental, and peace organizations 
were on board. 

Part of the goal was easy—a massive get out the vote 
effort ahead of the Nov. 2nd mid-term election. But part of it 
was much more complicated—the organizations that initiated 
ONWT included some that had been at the center of the Obama 

campaign in 2008. So it was very unclear how they would 
walk that fine line between cheerleading for the president they 
had helped elect and criticizing the president who continued 
to disappoint so much of those organizations’ political base.

While jobs were the uniting issue of the march, the ralliers 
who carried “Jobs Not War” signs were a reminder of the con-
nection between our out of control military budget—particularly 
the expensive wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—and the jobs 
crisis in the U.S. But the presence of that large, visible, vocal 
anti-war contingent was not inevitable. The peace movement 
had not been approached during the initial organizing process. 
Following very friendly and supportive meetings soon after, 
national peace and anti-war organizations, led by the United 

The Syracuse Peace Council was among 
the many local peace groups that worked 
in coalition with labor and civil rights 
organizations to try to unite our many 
movements for an effective action on 
10.2.10. Image: onenationforpeace.org

“We will never solve the economic crisis 
while fighting “immoral, unconscionable, 
and unwinnable” wars.”
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for Peace & Justice network and Peace 
Action, created the ONWT Peace Table, 
which was quickly welcomed as part of the 
steering committee of the broader coalition.

The work was nuanced and complicated. 
For key ONWT leaders, personal anti-war 
perspectives vied with the need to keep 
on board those influential national orga-
nizations—especially but not only within 
parts of the labor 
movement—whose 
members perceive 
their jobs as de-
pending on mili-
tary spending or 
whose leadership 
supports the Iraq 
and/or Afghani-
stan wars. Those 
organizations and 
individuals, fewer 
than they used to be 
but still powerful, 
wanted to keep the 
coalition’s overall 
message away from 
the critical issue of 
how war spending 
destroys jobs. Dis-
cussions continued, 
and by the time the 
official policy docu-
ment was finalized, 
it did include the 
call for “a future of 
justice at home and 
peace abroad.”

The challenge reflected the current 
political moment. Of course the wars 
themselves have not ended; Iraq’s war 
continues with 50,000 re-named US combat 
troops and 75,000 military contractors still 
occupying the country, while the US war 
in Afghanistan has escalated and is causing 
dramatically higher casualties among the 
civilian population. But those wars are now 
being waged in a changed political climate, 
in which they are no longer the symbolic 
or strategic centerpiece of the US politi-
cal trajectory. The economic catastrophe 
overall, and the urgency of the jobs crisis 
in particular, have for the past two years 
superseded the wars as the most urgent 
issue most Americans face.

Inevitably, that means that the anti-war 
movement is no longer the centerpiece of 
US and global opposition to US policies 
of aggression that continue to assault and 
undermine lives, health, and prosperity at 
home and around the world. The anti-war 

movement is now only one stream in a 
much wider river of protest.

But that anti-war stream was central 
on the National Mall last Saturday. The 
Peace Table’s own web site and mobili-
zation efforts had led dozens of anti-war 
organizations to endorse the rally and 
brought thousands of peace activists to 
Washington. The official program ap-

peared ambivalent about the war-vs.-jobs 
issue—despite a consciously inclusive list 
of artists and activists representing virtu-
ally every participating constituency, there 
was no consultation on program with the 
Peace Table and no one speaking officially 
on behalf of an anti-war organization. But 
nonetheless, the costs of war shaped much 
of the program. Informal counts indicated 
that all but two of the speakers mentioned 
the military budget or the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan in some context while on stage.

One was Bob King, head of the United 
Auto Workers, who called directly for ending 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Another 
was Bishop Garrison, a young army veteran 
who had served two year-long deployments 
in Iraq. He spoke early in the program, 
focusing on jobs, and he described how 
“opportunities in the job force were more 
than simply lacking” when he got out of 
the military. He spoke of veterans who had 
reenlisted only because they had no alterna-

tive means of providing for their families. 
And (while trying to give President Obama 
credit for beginning to bring some troops 
home from Iraq) Garrison condemned the 
way the US had “supported wars abroad 
while the working class pays the bill and 
the poorest of our society fight for their 
very well-being.”

Many of the speakers emphasized 
the November elec-
t ions—in which 
D e m o c r a t s  a r e 
widely expected to 
lose significantly in 
both houses of Con-
gress. But whatever 
the party count on 
November 3rd, the 
elections will change 
little without mas-
sive public mobiliza-
tion and pressure on 
whoever wins those 
seats. The day after 
the rally, dozens of 
labor, peace, civil 
rights, community 
organizing, and other 
groups met to plan 
strategy for moving 
forward in efforts 
to cut the military 
budget and shift US 
priorities from war 
to jobs, from drones 
to mass transit, from 
building F-16s to 

building green energy technologies.
As long as we keep spending nearly a 

trillion dollars on the military annually, as 
we did this year, there will never be new 
green union jobs in this country. We will 
never solve the economic crisis while fight-
ing “immoral, unconscionable, and unwin-
nable” wars. The Afghanistan escalation 
alone costs $33 billion—funds that could 
have paid instead to create 600,000 new 
green jobs, with three billion left over to 
begin to repay our huge debt to the peoples 
of Iraq and Afghanistan.

Harry Belafonte reminded us that vot-
ing is hugely important. But voting alone is 
never enough. “Let us vote on November 
2nd,” Belafonte called out to 100,000 
people, “for jobs, for jobs, for jobs, for 
peace, for justice, for human rights, for our 
children and the future of America. And let 
us put an end to war. Peace is necessary. 
For justice, it is necessary. For hope, it is 
necessary. For our future.”

Hundreds of thousands of people gathered in DC on 10.2.10 to unite their voices behind a 
progressive shift in US priorities, from war and corporate profit to jobs, healthcare, education, 
environmental protection and civil liberties.  Photo: Paul Foley
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AAC Jazz Series - Syracuse Peace Council - 7.5”w x 4.75”h Ad Due 10/29

www.tamaralee.biz    e  tamaralee@tamaralee.biz     p (315) 457-4289

THE GALLERY AT THE 
ANN FELTON MULTICULTURAL CENTER

The Gallery is free and open to  
the public and is located in the  

lower level of Storer Auditorium on the
Onondaga Community College campus.  

www.sunyocc.edu

THE GALLERY 
AT THE ANN FELTON 
MULTICULTURAL CENTER

MARCUS ACEVEDO EXHIBIT
Mon, Nov 8 thru Wed, Dec 8

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ARTIST’S RECEPTION 
on Wed, Nov 10

from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
in the Ann Felton Multicultural Center
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PEACE OF MIND
Adrienna Marie Maxwell

Poverty, Gulf oil disasters, immigration, corporations 
running global governments, prejudice, racism, 
inequality, ignorance, genocide and suffering the 
world over are just some of the issues that would 
make any social activist’s head spin. It can be hard 
to feel like social activism makes a difference 
when there are so many people, businesses and 
governments out to oppress what is good and right. 
But to encourage us all to keep working toward 
a better planet, for both ourselves as well as our 
neighbors, here is a little Peace of Mind. These 
stories show just how much of a difference even 
one person or a group of people can truly make.

Chevron Deepwater Drilling
Activists working for Greenpeace—a prominent 
organization known for its global involvement 
in confronting environmental degradation and 
promoting alternative energy—physically pre-
vented a Chevron deepwater drilling ship from 
drilling just off the Shetland Islands in late September. Anais 
and Victor, the two activists involved, hung from the chains 
of the ship’s anchor and prevented the ship from raising its 
anchor and moving to its anticipated site for deepwater oil 
drilling. Even after Chevron legally forced the activists to 
remove themselves from the anchor, the diehards swam back 
and forth in front of the ship and rotated with other activists 
in survival pods, continuing to halt the ship. Talk about using 
mind AND body to enact change!  For more information on the 
situation as it stands now, please go to Greenpeace’s website: 
www.greenpeace.org.

Technology put to Good Use
St. Philip’s Academy, a private school in Newark, NJ is using 
technology developed locally in Ithaca, NY by the company 
known as AeroFarms to help make the old, vacant buildings 
in Newark useful. The system, known as an aeroponic grow-
ing system, does not require soil or sunshine to work, and has 
made it possible for gardens to grow in old buildings by use 
of LED lamps and a nutrient mist that is sprayed on the cloth 
bed that the plants are grown in. AeroFarms leased its machine 
to EcoVeggies, the group running the experimental use of this 
technology at St. Philip’s. Both of these groups, AeroFarms and 
EcoVeggies, are part of the sustainable agriculture movement. 
And these so-called “vertical farms” are just the beginning of 
the possible innovations being developed to handle today’s 
environmental challenges.

Using Twitter for Social Change
Twitter is one of the most popular social media web sites on 

the Internet and gives its users the ability to send short mes-
sages called “Tweets” to one another.  Believe it or not, there 
is such thing as a Twestival—and no, it’s not a celebration of 
Tweety Bird. The Twestival, or Twitter Festival, is a global 
movement in social media to enact social change. This festival 
of sorts is a way of bringing people all over the world together 
to fundraise toward a common cause. In 2009, the Twestival 
Global was held in 202 different cities (all coordinated by 
volunteers who set up these offline events to raise money) and 
over $250,000 was donated by thousands of people, resulting 
in the construction of upwards of 55 wells in India, Uganda, 
Ethiopia and other nations that need safe drinking water. In 
2010 the focus of the Twestival was education, raising over 
$460,000 worldwide—enough to build 31 schools (specifically 
in Haiti and poorer regions of Africa and Asia). What will the 
Twitter community tackle next?!

Inner City Gardening?
Stephanie Gwinn, an elementary school librarian in the inner 
city neighborhood of Grant Park, Atlanta, GA, decided that her 
students did not know enough about where their food came 
from. She took it upon herself to teach them, as is the purpose 
of all teachers. Gwinn applied for and received a grant from 
Outward Bound, a non-profit organization focused on outdoor 
education. As part of the grant, Outward Bound agreed to send 
staff members every week to teach students in Grant Park about 
everything from growing their first seedlings to composting 
the remains later on. The project started in 2007 and has been 
ongoing for three years. It now has the participation of kinder-
garteners and fourth graders who spend time every week tend-
ing to the ever growing garden. A small greenhouse has been 
built for new seedlings and a new herb garden was planted in 
the spring to celebrate Earth Day. And all of this because one 
woman saw an educational void and decided to tackle it. 

Adrienna is a student at SUNY ESF and a new intern at the Peace 
Council.

Activists Anais and Victor hang on the anchor of a Chevron drilling ship off the Shetland 
Islands in September 2010.  Image: www.Greenpeace.org
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Bernard Amadei has focused on transforming the field of engineering by 
revamping traditional models and establishing professional standards to 
integrate the field of engineering more closely with pressing global issues 
and needs, such as redevelopment efforts in earthquake-devastated Haiti. He 
is the founding president of Engineers Without Borders–USA and co-founder 
of the Engineers Without Borders international network. Amadei directs the 
Mortenson Center in Engineering for Developing Communities, and leads its 
overall mission to educate globally responsible engineering students and 
professionals who can offer sustainable and appropriate solutions to the 
endemic problems faced by developing communities worldwide. Amadei’s 
goal is to promote sustainable development, appropriate technology, service 
learning, and system thinking in the curriculum and research of civil and 
environmental engineering programs at U.S. universities. Among other 
distinctions, Amadei is the 2007 co-recipient of the Heinz Award for the 
Environment, the recipient of the 2008 ENR Award of Excellence, and an 
elected member of the U.S. National Academy of Engineering. He was elected 
an Ashoka-Knight Fellow in 2010. Amadei is currently at work on a book 
entitled Engineering With Soul. 

Bernard Amadei
founding president of engineers Without Borders-Usa, 
professor of civil engineering at the University of Colorado 
at Boulder and faculty director of the Mortenson Center in 
engineering for developing Communities
Engineering for the Developing World: From Crisis to Development
November 16, 2010, 7:30 pm
Hendricks Chapel
Sponsored in cooperation with the L.C. Smith College of Engineering and Computer Science 
and the SU Humanities Center.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941    
eegray@syr.edu     
lectures.syr.edu

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is 
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

Bernard aMadei

Cert no. BV-COC-080901
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Nicholas D. Kristof, a columnist for The New York Times since 2001, is a 
two-time Pulitzer Prize winner. Kristof graduated from Harvard College, Phi 
Beta Kappa, and then won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford. He has lived on 
four continents, reported on six, and traveled to 140 countries. After joining 
The New York Times in 1984, initially covering economics, he served as a 
correspondent in Los Angeles and as bureau chief in Hong Kong, Beijing, and 
Tokyo. In 2000, he covered the presidential campaign and is the author of the 
chapter on Bush in the reference book The Presidents. He later was associate 
managing editor of the Times, responsible for Sunday editions. In 1990 Kristof 
and his wife, Sheryl WuDunn, also a Times journalist, won a Pulitzer Prize for 
their coverage of China’s Tiananmen Square democracy movement. Kristof 
and WuDunn are also authors of China Wakes: The Struggle for the Soul of 
a Rising Power, Thunder from the East: Portrait of a Rising Asia, and Half the 
Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide. Haunted 
by what he has seen in Darfur, Kristof has traveled to the region four times 
to provide coverage of the genocide that is unfolding there. In 2006, he won 
his second Pulitzer Prize for Commentary “for his graphic, deeply reported 
columns that, at personal risk, focused attention on genocide in Darfur and 
that gave voice to the voiceless in other parts of the world.” 

Nicholas D. Kristof
pulitzer prize-winning journalist; new york times columnist; 
co-author of half the sky 
Half the Sky
November 3, 2010, 7:30 pm
Hendricks Chapel
Sponsored in cooperation with Karl Solibakke for the Bachman Conference, the School of 
Education, the Newhouse School of Public Communication, and the Syracuse University’s 
Humanities Center.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941    
eegray@syr.edu     
lectures.syr.edu

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is 
available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.
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Nicholas D. Kristof, a columnist for The New York Times since 2001, is a 
two-time Pulitzer Prize winner. Kristof graduated from Harvard College, Phi 
Beta Kappa, and then won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford. He has lived on 
four continents, reported on six, and traveled to 140 countries. After joining 
The New York Times in 1984, initially covering economics, he served as a 
correspondent in Los Angeles and as bureau chief in Hong Kong, Beijing, and 
Tokyo. In 2000, he covered the presidential campaign and is the author of the 
chapter on Bush in the reference book The Presidents. He later was associate 
managing editor of the Times, responsible for Sunday editions. In 1990 Kristof 
and his wife, Sheryl WuDunn, also a Times journalist, won a Pulitzer Prize for 
their coverage of China’s Tiananmen Square democracy movement. Kristof 
and WuDunn are also authors of China Wakes: The Struggle for the Soul of 
a Rising Power, Thunder from the East: Portrait of a Rising Asia, and Half the 
Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide. Haunted 
by what he has seen in Darfur, Kristof has traveled to the region four times 
to provide coverage of the genocide that is unfolding there. In 2006, he won 
his second Pulitzer Prize for Commentary “for his graphic, deeply reported 
columns that, at personal risk, focused attention on genocide in Darfur and 
that gave voice to the voiceless in other parts of the world.” 

Nicholas D. Kristof
pulitzer prize-winning journalist; new york times columnist; 
co-author of half the sky 
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movement-building activities. We will shut 
it down! Contact Ann Tiffany, 478-4571.

 
Don’t Forget the Fund Appeal
Please respond as generously as 
you can to SPC’s fall 
fund appeal, which 
subscribers should 
have received by now. 
You can also view the 
appeal at peacecouncil.
net/donate or call Andy 
at 472-5478. Please con-
sider sharing the appeal 
with a friend as well. A 
strong response will help 
us raise the additional funds 
needed for our fourth staff 
organizer, who we expect 
to hire before the new year. 
We’ve all seen the countless 
millions of dollars spent on 
the recent election, a fraction 
of which would put SPC on a 
sound financial footing as we 
enter our 75th year. 

Palestine-Israel Work 
Continues

On November 5, SPC hosted Palestinian 
farmer and  activist Daoud Nasser described 
the inspirational work of Tent of Nations 
to nonviolently resist the occupation while 
developing grassroots sustainability to over 
50 people at University Methodist Church  
and at SU’s Maxwell School. On Tuesday, 
December 7, Palestinian scholar Bashir 
Bashir will speak about “Alternatives to 
Partition” at 7 pm at ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. Contact Andy.

Thank You, Amelia 
A former high school newspaper editor, 
Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre joined the PNL 
editorial committee a year ago, bringing 
her passion, creativity, lightness of spirit, 
attention to detail and feminist/ecological/
political consciousness. The editorial com-
mittee quickly felt we couldn’t live without 
her, so when she received a paid summer 
internship with SPC (which was extended to 
mid-November), we were thrilled. Amelia 
was a primary organizer of SummerCrafts, 
facilitated many of the Sadako programs 
for children, maintains her connection with 
the PNL editorial committee, is active in 

SPC in Action / from page 4 youth and militarism work, did the writ-
ten program for the Birthday Dinner and 
is generally a bundle of positive energy. 

As Amelia’s internship draws to an 
end, we want to appreciate who she is and 
what she has done. Thank you.

Activist Appreciation – 
Lindsay Speer

If you regularly read the Peace Newsletter, 
you’ve probably read several articles by 
Lindsay Speer, including the Hydrofrack-
ing Special Section (June, 2010) which she 
coordinated and laid out. Lindsay is hard 
working, thoughtful, thorough and fun 
loving. Between her varied responsibilities 
with NOON and overlapping work as an 
environmental organizer with the Onondaga 
Nation, she keeps up with an overflowing 
plate. She seamlessly blends new technol-
ogy and ancient wisdom as exemplified 
when she read a quote off the Internet via 
her iPhone as part of a pagan sharing at the 
2009 Hiroshima-Nagasaki Interfaith event. 
She is also one of our most accomplished 
phonathon callers.

Learning About 
Autonomous Education 

In late October, about 40 people learned 
about “Autonomous Education from 
Chiapas to Mexico City: Urban-Zapatista 
Links” from Mexican sociologist Patricia 
Hernández. Her organization formed in 1999 
when Zapatista leadership first called for 
experienced educators to share knowledge 
with indigenous promoteras and participate 

in building their educational programs. 
Thanks to the Mexico Solidarity Network 
who organized the tour, Stuart Schussler 
for translating, ArtRage Gallery for the 
space and to Rebecca Fuentes, Nancy 
Gwin, Richard Vallejo and Carol Baum 
for organizing.

We Are Better 
Together! ACTS 
Public Meeting

On October 10, the Alliance 
of Communities Transform-
ing Syracuse (ACTS) held 
its annual Public Meeting. 
Several local political officials 
were in attendance as well as 
about 500 concerned commu-
nity members. SPC, a member 
organization of ACTS, sent a 
delegation to the event. Three 
of ACTS’ task forces (Immigra-
tion, Food Access and Justice) 
garnered commitments from 
local candidates. Congratula-
tions to ACTS for organizing 
a powerful community event.

Hiroshima Committee 
Offers Children’s Workshops
For the past two years, SPC and Peace Ac-
tion have, as part of our annual Hiroshima 
Remembrance, sponsored a short program 
for children. The program uses the story 
of Sadako Sasaki to help children think 
about how they can make the world more 
peaceful and teaches them how to make 
paper cranes (or peace doves for the really 
little ones) which they bring home as a 
reminder to work for world peace. 

We would like to take this program to 
a wider audience. Contact Carol to bring us 
to your youth group or religious education 
class. We are happy to provide the lesson 
plan in advance.

Holiday Wish List 
paper folder (ideally up to 11” x 17” paper) 
▪ color laser printer ▪ new black or white 
tablecloths ▪ portable dvd player or laptop 
computer (Pentium 4+) ▪ people to run 
daytime errands ▪ poster frames to beautify 
the office ▪ committee members (Fund-
raising,  Youth & Militarism, Anti-wars, 
Bowlathon) ▪ new software (Photoshop, 
etc.) ▪ peace & justice!

Contact SPC to donate items or time.

Left: Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre staffing SPC’s table at the Parking Day event. 
Right: Lindsay Speer at the September 23 Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation vigil in response to the Onondaga Land Rights Action dismissal 
(see page 4). Photos: Carol Baum and Andy Mager


