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Oren Lyons, Phil Arnold, Roy 
Simmons, Jr. and Jim Ridlon 
spoke about the Haudenosaunee 
Roots of Lacrosse to nearly 600 
people at Syracuse Stage (April 
5) as part of the Onondaga Land 
Rights & Our Common Future 
series. Photo: Elisa Iribarne

Ann Wright Speaks on 
Afghanistan

On September 25, SPC will hold 
its annual birthday dinner featuring 
retired Colonel Ann Wright. Just a 
few highlights from Ann’s impres-
sive bio:
• part of the team that reopened the 

US embassy in Kabul after the US 
invasion in 2001

• resigned her position with the State 
Department in protest on the day of 
the US invasion of Iraq in 2003

• joined the Freedom Flotilla that 
attempted to bring humanitarian 
supplies to Gaza in 2010
The dinner will feature Middle 

Eastern food (vegetarian/vegan). 
Tickets are sliding scale, $15-74. 
Reservations for the dinner are strongly 
encouraged, as we have just 125 places 
available. Doors open at 6 pm and dinner 
will be served promptly at 6:30 pm. We 
will have additional seating available for the 
program which begins at 7:30 pm. To make 
reservations, place an ad in the program, 
or help with food or setup, contact Jessica. 
Reservations can also be made online at: 
www.peacecouncil.net/bday. See page 9 
for more information on Ann Wright.

Join SPC at the NYS Fair
SPC will once again have a dramatic pres-
ence just outside the NYS Fair. This year’s 
tableau will graphically show the impacts 
of drone attacks in Afghanistan – the de-
struction, death and blowback. We have 
the costumes, props, a leaflet and even a
large model of a drone – all we need now 
is YOU to take a role. All you need to be 
able to do is to stand, sit or lie completely 
still for 20 minutes at a time in costume 
(the drama of the tableau comes, in part, 
from its stillness, while being surrounded 
by the chaos of the Fair). 

We need 5-6 people to play roles, 1-2 
leafletters and several drivers. We plan to
be there every day for about an hour – after 
work on weekdays and around 1 pm on 
weekends (and Labor Day).

Contact Carol.

Binghamton’s Sign Moves 
to Syracuse

SPC and Peace Action of CNY have just 
borrowed the Broome County Peace 
Action’s “Local Cost of the War” sign, the 
sign which had hung outside Binghamton’s 
City Hall this summer. The 7 ½ foot long 
LED sign is programmable and we have 
been experimenting with messages. We are 
borrowing it for two months, after which 
it will travel to another city. 

We’re very excited about the possibili-
ties. We plan to hang it outside the Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social Justice (where 
both SPC and Peace Action reside), bring 
it to the State Fair and offer it to other lo-
cal groups. We’ll need people to help with 
the hanging and to bring it to other places. 
Contact Carol.

Syracuse Stands 
up for Immigrant 

Rights
SPC, in collaboration with 
the Alliance of Communi-
ties Transforming Syracuse, 
organized a rally on July 29 
to protest the implementation 
of Arizona’s controversial 
law SB 1070, mandating that 
police officers detain any-
one who looks “reasonably 
suspicious” enough to be an 
undocumented immigrant. 
We believe that this law 
will inevitably lead to more 
racial profilingandincreased
racial tension in this country. 
About 75 people joined us 

in front of the Federal Building, carrying 
signs, chanting and hearing speakers. 
Thanks all those who participated, including 
the endorsing groups:  NYCLU, LULAC 
(League of Latin American Citizens) and 
the Syracuse Chapter of ANSWER. If you 
are interested in working on the issue of 
immigration, contact Aly.  

March on Washington     
10-2-10

With all of the media attention on the “tea 
party” folks, it is time for progressive forces 
in this country to assert themselves. That 
opportunity is October 2, with a major 
march on Washington, DC. Locally, SEIU 
1199 is organizing a coalition (of which 
SPC is part) to help fill buses for the march.
Nationally, two of the initiating organiza-
tions were SEIU and the NAACP; now 
there are many endorsing organizations. 
The themes are:
• Funding for healthcare and schools 

– not warfare 
• Jobs for all and an economy that works 

for everyone
• Renewable energy and green jobs
• Unity – not division – no more hate! 

Seats on the buses are free, but reserva-
tions are necessary. Contact Carol, send 

The July 29 Immigration Rally at the Federal Building in downtown 
Syracuse. Photo: Andy Mager
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SPC in Action / from previous page

continued on page 13

Weekly Peace Outreach 

No one else is going to end these 
wars...it’s up to us. Contact Ed or 
Ann, 478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
Aug. 31 Main Entrance to NYS Fair 

(drones tableau, see p. 3)
Sept. 7 E. Colvin St. & S. Salina St. 

(Southside)
Sept. 14 Hancock Air Base Entrance 

(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

Sept. 21 Adams St. & Rt. 81 (Down-
town)  

Sept. 28 Hancock Air Base Entrance 
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

Oct. 5 Rt. 20 & Lincklaen St. (Ca-
zenovia)

Also every Saturday 9-10 am on Park 
St. across from the Regional Market.

your name and contact information to 
10210cnyonenation@gmail.com or call 
424-1743 ext.148 (please mention that 
you’re with SPC).
See page 11 for more details.

 Youth Change the World
SPC’s Youth and Militarism committee 
launched a new program this summer 
aimed at connecting with youth in sum-
mer programs. We facilitated workshops 
for youth between the ages of 13-19 
in conjunction with the Hillside Work-
Scholarship Program, Vincent House and 
the Center for Community Alternatives. 
Activities focused on nonviolent conflict
resolution at the personal and community 
level and concluded with a discussion on 
the role of youth in community activism. 
We look forward to seeing many of the 
same youth during our regular tabling at 
city high schools this fall. Thanks to Lizzie 
Marris, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre and Nissa 
Thor, we have a lovely new display entitled 
“Youth Change the World” to use when 
tabling. If you are interested in co-staff-

ing a table with one of our experienced 
organizers or making phone calls to schools 
to gather contact information and schedule 
classroom presentations, please contact 
Andy or Jessica.

Bikes 4 Peace
SPC’s summer bike program has wrapped 
up another excellent season. We recruited 
several additional core members to our 
organizing team and were able to host 
six free bike fix-it clinics for youth at the
Northeast Community Center, Spanish Ac-
tion League and Loguen Park. We worked 
with youth to recycle five donated bikes
and helped over 60 young people fix their
bikes. We’re also excited to participate 
in the first annual Acts Of Kindness (A-
OK) weekend being organized by Women 
Transcending Boundaries. Bikes for Peace 
will be working at the St. Lucy’s hub on 
Saturday September 11, teaching youth to 
fix bikes. If you are interested in assisting
with grant writing or program development 
during the winter, please contact Jessica.

               Neighbors of the   
Onondaga Nation

NOON’s many projects 
and committees continued 
actively through the sum-
mer: stopping hydrofrack-
ing, pushing for a thorough 
cleanup of Onondaga Lake, 
Onondaga Land Rights and 
Our Common Future series 
(see below), Correcting His-
torical Markers, Community 
Outreach Tables and the 
Good Friends Garden. We’re 
very excited about the new 
Haudenosaunee Curriculum 
Project which is just being 
launched in conjunction with 
Onondaga friends. The proj-
ect will work to amend New 
York State K-12 curriculum 
so that it accurately reflects
the historic and contempo-
rary issues of significance
to Haudenosaunee and other 
First Nations peoples in New 
York State. In the short term, 
it will collect and post accu-
rate and engaging curricular 
materials on the NOON 
website. NOON also bids a 
fond farewell to intern Erin 
O’Neill who coordinated 

NOON’s tabling, worked on hydrofracking 
and many other issues over the past year. 
Contact Andy.

Mascots and Stereotypes 
Debunked

The fall segment of the Onondaga Land 
Rights & Our Common Future series kicks 
off on Friday, September 24 with Suzan 
Harjo (Cheyenne and Muscogee), Michael 
Taylor (Seneca Nation Wolf Clan) and Doug 
George-Kanentiio (Akwesasne Mohawk 
Bear Clan) speaking about Native People in 
Popular Culture, Stereotypes and Mascots. 
The 7 pm program will be held at Em-
pire State College, 6333 Route 298, East 
Syracuse (off Carrier Circle). The free 
presentation will be followed by a recep-
tion and the opportunity to participate in 
small discussion groups.  For full reports 
on these, past events and the fall schedule, 
see peacecouncil.net/noon.

Educational Programs on 
Palestine & Israel

CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel is planning a series of educational 
programs for the fall. Join us on Monday, 
September 20 at 7 pm at ArtRage Gallery 

SPC summer interns (left to right) Nissa Thor, Amelia Ramsey-
Lefevre and Sam Buchbauer led the crowd in a reading following 
the Hiroshima Day Procession. Nissa, Sam and Erin O’Neill 
(NOON intern, not pictured) will leave us soon; Amelia will 
continue through the fall. SPC is very grateful that they shared 
their time, skills and passion with us. We welcome new interns. 
To work as an intern with SPC, please see peacecouncil.net/
intern or contact the SPC office. Photo: Diane Lansing
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continued on page 7
Joe is a member of Bethlehem Neighbors for 
Peace and was a primary organizer for the 
United National Peace Conference.

Albany’s United National Peace Conference: 
Unity Attained
Joe Lombardo

The United National Peace 
Conference in Albany on July 
23-25 brought together 776 
people from around the country 
and overseas (although unfortu-
nately, two people from India 
were denied visas to come to 
the conference). The National 
Assembly to End US Wars and 
Occupations initiated the confer-
ence, and it was co-sponsored 
by 31 other groups. 

The Albany-area Sanctu-
ary for Independent Media 
(mediasanctuary.org) provided 
live-streaming of major segments 
of the conference to the Internet, 
gave people a place to upload 
pictures and tweets and posted 
major presentations on YouTube 
(youtube.com/mediasanctuary). 
The day after the conference, 
the YouTube videos got over 
17,000 hits, making them the 
most viewed videos from a 
non-profit organization that
day. This enabled thousands who could 
not physically make it to the conference 
to nonetheless experience it. 

The core leaders of the anti-war move-
ment were all there, including Medea 
Benjamin, Col. Ann Wright, Kathy Kelly 
and many others. Ethan McCord, who as 
a soldier in Iraq was seen on “Collateral 
Murder,” the WikiLeaks video released in 
April 2010, spoke out publicly for the first
time. US war resisters living in Canada 
video conferenced into the conference since 
they could not be there in person. 

Leaders of other movements were there 
as well, including leaders of the labor, single 
payer, immigrants’ rights, environmental, 
Palestinian rights and Muslim solidarity 
movements. Leaders of SEIU 1199 came 
to ask the peace movement to support 
the upcoming October 2, 2010 March on 
Washington (which they are co-sponsoring 
with the AFL-CIO and NAACP). There 

were leaders of the movements against 
intervention in Iran, Columbia, Honduras 
and Haiti, and student leaders including 
Blanca Missa, one of the central organizers 
of the recent student protests at Berkeley 
against California’s cuts to education. 

 Noam Chomsky spoke via video. 
He was followed by an address given 
by Donna Dewitt, President of the South 
Carolina AFL-CIO, and leading member 
of the National Assembly and US Labor 
Against the War. We listened to Mumia 
Abu-Jamal’s audiotaped message to the 
conference from death row, and a letter was 
read from Imam Aref, one of the wrongly 
prosecuted Muslims from Albany who is 
now in prison for 15 years. Ralph Poynter, 
husband of imprisoned civil rights attorney 
Lynne Stewart, read her message. 

Throughout the weekend, the backdrop 
to the stage was a beautiful 40 foot mural 
painted by Mike Alewitz and Jerry Butler, 
who teach art at Central Connecticut State 
University. Mike was an anti-war leader at 
Kent State University 40 years ago when 
National Guardsmen killed four student 
anti-war protestors. Jerry was at Jackson 

State when, 10 days later, police shot and 
killed students on that campus. 

The conference presented 33 work-
shops on topics related to war and social 
justice. Presenters came from a range of 
perspectives – faith-based peace groups, 
immigrants’ rights advocates, the Palestin-
ian rights movement, the labor movement, 
active duty GIs and veteran’s movements, 
and many more.  

The conference operated democratically, 
with every person in attendance having a 
voice and a vote. Out of this process came 
an Action Proposal and a set of resolutions. 
The Action Proposal calls for:
• Local actions in the fall and bi-coastal 

demonstrations in New York City and 
California next spring. The spring ac-
tions will also include non-violent civil 
disobedience. 

• Support of and collaboration in build-
ing the mobilizations being called by 
the labor and civil rights movements, 
including the demonstration planned 

The United National Peace Conference (Albany, July 23-25) succeeded in bringing together representatives from 
several movements working for peace and social justice, including labor, single payer healthcare, immigrants’ 
rights, environmental, Palestinian rights and Muslim solidarity movements. Photo: Independent Media Sanctuary
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Albany Peace Conference / from page 5

TheFolkus
Project of Central New York

 

Les Sampou
Sept. 17 / Making her Folkus debut:
great songs, vocals in a blues/rock tradi-
tion, backed up with “lucid and muscu-
lar guitar playing.”

Tim Grimm
Oct. 1 / The singer-songwriter, actor, and
hay-farmer returns from the Midwest for
his third Folkus show

Kris Delmhorst
Oct. 15 / The captivating voice and
heartfelt compositions of one of New
England’s most celebrated songwriters

Roy Book Binder
Nov. 5 / Back by popular demand: The
finger-picking bluesman with the funny
stories and funnier little cap

Bill Staines
Nov. 19 / This 40-year, 26-album legend
of the folk/songwriter circuit is coming to
Folkus for the first time

Karen Savoca & Pete
Heitzman
Dec. 3 / Karen’s one-of-a-kind voice and
haunting songs, driven by the amazing
guitar of Pete — Folkus favorites from
right down in Munnsville

The Burns Sisters
Dec. 17 / The ladies from Ithaca return
for their much-loved holiday show

Upcoming Shows at May Memorial UU Society  (800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

At the website, also learn about
the Second Saturday Series at
the Westcott Community Center
(starting in October), and Words
and Music Songwriter Series
at Jazz Central (starting Sept. 25).

All shows start at 8 p.m. 
Full details at 
www.folkus.org

for Washington, DC on October 2. 
• Strong support of Palestinian rights and opposition to the 

threats directed at Iran. 
• Coordinated teach-ins, lobbying efforts, and campaigns to 

pass city, town, and village resolutions on the issue of war 
spending and its impacts on the economy. 
There were some tests of our unity, the most significant

being around the issue of Palestine. Leaders of the Palestinian 
rights movement were in attendance, and they caucused to dis-
cuss how best to integrate Palestinian issues with broader peace 
issues. They put together a resolution and an amendment to the 
Action Proposal on Palestine, which passed by a large majority. 
However, some felt that the wording was too strong and fought 
to change it. This was a serious disagreement, and my hope is 
that it will not cause any deterioration in our unity.

One theme running throughout the conference was the 
connection between the anti-war and the Muslim solidarity 
movements. Both the wars and the attacks on Muslims are the 
products of Washington’s phony war on terror – the wars have 
been called preemptive wars and the prosecutions of Mus-
lims have been labeled preemptive prosecution. The Muslim 
solidarity issue was highlighted at a poignant march from the 
peace conference to the Masjid-Al Salam mosque where the 
imprisoned Albany Muslims used to worship. At the mosque, 
a rally was held where their family members and supporters 
spoke, along with leaders of the anti-war movement. 

The Albany media coverage of the conference, with one 

exception, was excellent. The Times Union published four 
articles and an op-ed piece. Despite our competing with the 
opening day of the Saratoga Race Track, the TV and radio news 
covered us as well. However, other than by some alternative 
media, the conference was not covered by national media. This 
is in stark contrast to the coverage of the Tea Party convention 
which, despite having fewer in attendance, was given prime 
time live coverage by CNN and other outlets.

The conference gave our movement a powerful voice at a 
very critical time. It came to a close literally hours before the 
explosive Afghan War Diaries were published by WikiLeaks 
and right before Congress voted for additional funding for the 
perpetual US wars and occupations. It happened at the same 
time other progressive forces (like the labor and civil rights 
movements) are also mobilizing. Now is a time millions are 
being victimized by the wars at home and abroad and are look-
ing for a way to fight back.

Pulling together a unity conference with many different 
groups was a real achievement. However, our true test will be 
in how united we remain as we build future actions to end the 
wars. Towards this end, the conference passed a proposal for 
a continuations committee which met on August 16, with the 
goal of continuing our work and broadening it to include other 
forces at the local and regional levels.

We succeeded in bringing together 31 peace groups with 
diverse perspectives, as well as connecting the peace move-
ment with leaders of other movements. The unity we attained 
was significant. If we can sustain and broaden this unity with
our allies within and outside of the peace movement, we can 
change the world.

(3800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)
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Dave Lindorff  is a Philadelphia-based journal-
ist and columnist. His latest book is The Case 
for Impeachment (St. Martin’s Press, 2006 
and now available in paperback). He can be 
reached at dlindorff@mindspring.com.

National Insecurity Complex 
By Dave Lindorff

The White House’s initial response to the 
release of 92,000 pages of raw reports from 
the field by US forces in Afghanistan for
a period from 2004-2009—that it was a 
threat to national security and to the lives 
of American troops—was as predictable 
as it was farcical.

These documents didn’t reveal anything 
new to America’s enemies in 
Afghanistan or Pakistan. The 
Taliban fighters knew full well
that their heat-seeking mis-
siles had successfully downed 
American helicopters. They 
didn’t reveal anything new to 
Pakistan’s intelligence service, 
the ISI. The Pakistanis knew that 
they were assisting the Taliban 
with intelligence, strategic plan-
ning and weapons in their fight
against US forces and the current 
puppet regime in Kabul. They 
didn’t reveal anything to the long-
suffering civilian population in 
Afghanistan either. Afghans know 
that US forces have been targeting 
them at checkpoints, wantonly 
bombing their houses and villages 
in attempts to hit suspected Taliban 
or Al Qaeda leaders or fighters, and
covering up those atrocities when 
innocent men, women and children 
are the victims.

No, what the release of these 
documents threaten is the huge al-
most decade-long lie that both the 
last administration of President George 
W. Bush, and the current administration 
of Barack Obama have been putting out, 
that the US is engaged in a “good war,” 
trying to defeat “terrorists” and establish a 
democratic government in Afghanistan.

This is what makes the WikiLeaks 
release of these documents so much 
like Daniel Ellsberg’s and Tony Russo’s 
release of the Pentagon Papers. It’s not 
so much that there was explosive new 
information in these documents, though 

there is some. It’s that they expose to the 
American public the depth and breadth 
of government and Pentagon lying about 
the wars in question—Afghanistan in the 
WikiLeaks case, and Indochina in the 
Pentagon Papers case.

The WikiLeaks documents show the 
US to be engaged in a brutal war in which 
the local civilians are of no consequence, or 

in which they are even seen as the enemy. 
The only reason there is any concern at all 
about their welfare is a recognition that 
when they are killed, it strengthens sup-
port for the Taliban. There is no objective 
concern for their welfare.

The danger of the WikiLeaks papers 
is that they expose America as a classic 
imperialist or neo-colonialist oppressor, 
not some kind of virtuous purveyor and 
defender of freedom and democratic 
principles.

And this kind of exposé risks turning 
Americans against the war even more than 
they already are (polls taken just before 
the WikiLeaks release show that even with 
the biased, pro-war coverage provided by 
the corporate media, a narrow majority of 
Americans currently wants the US out of 

continued on next page

Afghanistan). 
That is what has the White House and 

the Pentagon in a panic. 
America’s foreign policy, and par-

ticularly its policy of war without end, is 
critically dependent upon the government’s 
ability to lie with impunity. Most of the 
time, it gets away with this. The corporate 

media, for the most part, plays along, 
only questioning things on the margin, 
if at all. The basic premise, that the war 
is necessary, rarely gets challenged.

WikiLeaks, with this well-planned 
and orchestrated dump of incriminating 
documents, broke through the careful 
web of lies by providing the material 
not just to that prime information 
gatekeeper, the New York Times, which 
almost certainly would have ignored 
or minimized the story had it been the 
sole recipient of the material, but to 
the British Guardian newspaper, and 
to the German magazine Der Spiegel, 
both of which have shown much 
more of a willingness to expose the 
harsh realities of the Afghan War 
to their readers. The Times had no 
alternative but to report more or 
less honestly on the documents and 
their significance – though it still
tended to focus less on the war’s 
impact on innocent civilians than 
on the reaction of the government 
and the military to the documents’ 
release than did the Guardian and 
Der Spiegel.

Secrecy has no place in a 
democracy. That once again is the lesson 
here, as it was with the Pentagon Papers.

America, much more so than in 1971, 
is run by a secret government. Almost 
anything that could embarrass the govern-
ment, or that could anger the public, is kept 
secret on the broad grounds of “national 
security,” a term that has become broad-
ened to such an extent that it can cover 
almost anything. Even information about 
the BP well disaster in the Gulf, because it 
has been put under the jurisdiction of the 
US Coast Guard, a military organization, 
instead of the Department of Energy or the 
Department of Interior, is kept secret from 
the public by a kind of unmentioned notion 
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REJECTING THE WAR MACHINE:                
From Afghanistan to Activist

The recent WikiLeaks release reminds us of the tremendous 
power that government and military personnel have to chal-
lenge wars from within. Those who choose to speak out 

rather than to collaborate present a threat to 
empire – they shatter illusions, expose lies, di-
vulge secrets and energize peace movements.

Following on the WikiLeaks publication of the 
Afghanistan War Logs, SPC invited Ret. Colonel 
Ann Wright to speak at the annual Peace Council 
Birthday Dinner on September 25. As part of the 
small team that reopened the US embassy in 
Kabul, Afghanistan in late 2001 (after the initial 
US invasion) as well as a member of a 2009 
CodePink study delegation to Afghanistan, Ann 
Wright brings a uniquely informed perspective 
on the escalating US occupation.

Since resigning her position with the State 
Department, Ann has worked tirelessly as an activist 
for peace—joining global delegations, organizing 
speaking tours, leading marches and participating 
in direct action in the US and overseas.  

See p. 3 for event details.

National Insecurity Complex / from previous page

of “national security,” since the Coast Guard adopts the same 
approach to public disclosure as the Pentaton: zip.

We Americans have become so used to being lied to and 
to having information withheld from us, that even when we 
hear a reporter say the government 
isn’t answering a question because it 
involves “national security,” we just 
accept it, as in: “Oh, yeah. National 
Security. Well, that makes sense.”

But it doesn’t make sense at 
all.

At the end of the disastrous 
Indochina War, one of the conclu-
sions most commonly drawn by 
policymakers was that the US should 
not get involved in wars that the 
American public doesn’t support. 
But instead of that leading to a new 
openness in foreign policy, so that 
armed conflict would only happen
after a strong case was made to the 
American public, what happened 
was that even more secrecy was 
wrapped around American military 
activities abroad, and propaganda 
capabilities were ramped up. 

The latest conflicts were pre-
ceded by more covert action, more 
secrecy, and involved more lies to 
the public than any in the past, making public support for them 
based solely on propaganda and lies.

Hence the panic over the WikiLeaks documents, which 
expose those propaganda and lies.

How will the families of the dead and maimed American 
troops (and other Americans), respond to the news that the war 
their loved ones died in or came home permanently maimed 
from was fought “on the cheap,” leaving them vulnerable to 
attack? How will they respond to learning that they died or were 
disabled in part because America’s ostensible ally, Pakistan, 
was simultaneously providing aid to the Taliban even as it was 
receiving money and military aid from the US? How will they 
respond to learning that through all these years, as generals 
and politicians talked of “winning” the war in Afghanistan, 
they knew that things were getting worse, and that the war 
was unwinnable?

This all remains to be seen, of course. The American pub-
lic is so used to getting lied to that the response may just be a 
deeper retreat into debilitating cynicism. After all, it’s not easy 
to see where to turn. The Democrats and the Republicans are 
both the parties of war without end.

But then, maybe with the economy in ruins, the thought 
of blowing another half trillion dollars on this pointless war, 
and on more pointless wars being planned for the years ahead 
(Iran? North Korea? Venezuela?), will cause people to think 
straight and reject the whole idea.

How about spending that money here at home on better 
schools, better retirement funding, better health care, and on 
alternative energy?

Capitol Hill police remove Ann Wright from the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee hearings on September 11, 2007 while 
General Petraeus and US Ambassador to Iraq Ryan Crocker give 
testimony on the course of the war. Photo: AP/Gerald Herbert

And how about a return to open government, or at least 
an end to secret government?

If Americans were truly to develop a revolutionary “tea-
party” attitude, as opposed to the fake Tea Party movement 
orchestrated by Fox and the Republican Party, every member 
of Congress who voted yesterday to provide more funding to 
escalate the war in Afghanistan would be booted from office
this November.

The WikiLeaks documents should jolt us all in that 
direction.

The peace movement has been galvanized 
by war resisters like Ann Wright and Bradley 
Manning. Buffalo Veterans for Peace is 
working with a coalition of groups to host 
a day-long meeting with US war resisters in 
Canada on Oct. 16. For news and updates, 
visit: http://refusingorders.blogspot.com/
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Mark is a longtime labor organizer in Syracuse 
and is part of the local organizing effort for 
the national demonstration on 10-2-10.

It’s time to get on the bus!
Mark Spadafore

On October 2, 2010 (10-2-10), hundreds 
of thousands of people from all over the 
United States will participate in an historic 
march in Washington, DC to ensure a future 
of hope and unity for our nation.

This past year, we have heard a lot 
from the so-called “tea party” movement 
in the United States. I do believe that 
the tea party is a movement, but it is 
an “Astroturf” movement, in that it 
is funded by corporate interests that 
manipulate people who believe that 
increased government intervention 
is the reason that their lot has gotten 
worse over the past 30–40 years. 
The reality is that the tea party 
movement is not entirely wrong. For 
example, they rail against the bank 
bailouts and other wasteful acts of 
government spending. Currently, 
our government is dominated by 
corporate money that creates “crony” 
style governmental polices that 
benefit corporate interests (profits)
over individual interests (people). 
They are right in contending that 
the government does not work for 
them; what they do not recognize is 
that the government does not work 
for any of us.

Where the movement goes 
horribly wrong is their assertion 
that President Obama is a socialist, 
or that his polices are ruining the 
nation. In reality, President Obama is a 
centrist Democrat who must be pushed 
by a movement on the left to implement 
polices that benefit everyone in our nation,
not just corporate interests.

Another factor that shows how the tea 
party is misguided is its homogeneity. The 
party uses the fear of people who are differ-
ent from them to proclaim that they must 
“take this country back.”  Back to what?  
To a time when people were truly judged 
by the color of their skin, their gender, their 
sexual orientation or country of origin?  
And does the tea party truly believe that 
all those identifiers no longer hold people
back today?  Back to what? 

With all of the media attention on these 

people with tri-cornered hats and hateful 
signs, it is time for us on the left to assert 
ourselves into the political process. The 
corporate-owned national media cannot 
ignore hundreds of thousands of people 
on the national mall with a different mes-
sage. We need to take our country forward 
– forward to a more equitable and just 
society that embraces everyone.

That is why you are seeing unions such 
as 1199 SEIU, the American Federation 
of Teachers and the AFL-CIO working 
with civil rights organizations such as the 
NAACP and La Raza to bring disparate 
people together to show that we are truly 
one nation and not divided as the corporate 
class would like to see us. And we can 
make that statement, but only if progres-
sives get out of their particular issue and 
join the broader movement. 

We must also recognize the threat of 
the far Right. Barack Obama campaigned 
against partisanship, declaring that there 
were “no red states” and no “conservative 
America.” Apparently, he thought it was 
merely a contrivance or myth that there were 
people who rejected science, demonized 
gays, assailed minority and women’s rights 
– or he didn’t think that they genuinely be-
lieved in what they said. Obama seemed to 

think that the entire history of politics since 
the rise of Reagan and the Right with their 
strategies of polarization was a superficial
problem attributable to certain “divisive” 
personalities and easily wiped away with 
gestures toward bipartisanship. His view 
of the parties was that they were simply 
mirror images sharing fundamental beliefs 
but separated by “partisans.” The skilled 

and devoted community organizer 
could bring them together. But the 
divide is not superficial; it is real, and
it is deeply rooted. Those of us at the 
grassroots level know that we cannot 
let the Right dictate the narrative. We 
cannot allow the politics of fear to 
divide our communities along racial 
lines or class lines, while corporate 
interests steal our future. We on the 
Left must work to bring people together 
and create a unified movement to take
our country forward!

That is why we are marching on 
Washington right before the midterm 
Congressional elections. At the march, 
we will demand:
♦ Funding for healthcare and schools 

– not warfare
♦ Jobs for all and an economy that 

works for everyone
♦ Renewable energy and green 

jobs
♦ Unity – not division – no more 

hate!
Locally, a steering committee has 

been formed surrounding the event. The 
committee is made up of labor unions, 
community organizing groups, and peace 
organizations. The purpose of this group 
is to have a statement of local purpose 
and to work on local outreach for the 
event. As progressive organizations, we 
believe that we can use the 10-2-10 event 
to springboard more progressive action 
in Syracuse. We all agree that if the rally 
is just a “one off” event, it won’t achieve 
its purpose of gathering all of us into one 
nation. We need to get on the bus, to create 
one Syracuse.

It is free to get on the bus to this his-
toric rally, but you must reserve your seat! 
Simply send your name and contact in-
formation to 10210cnyonenation@gmail.
com or leave this information at 424-1743 
ext. 148. 

See you on the bus!

Stimulus fail to solve your problems? Tea party not your cup of 
tea? Get on the bus to DC on 10-2-10 and work together to 
demand progressive change. Artwork: Banksy   
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open
M-Th 10-7

F 10-6
Sat 10-5
Sun 12-4

556 WESTCOTT ST
SYRACUSE NEW YORK 

315 307 3104
www.mellovelobicycles.com

mellovelo
BICYCLE SHOP

New & Used Bicycles    C
ustom Service    R

epair
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Back To School
T-shirts GDACC

Gas Drilling Awareness for
Cortland County

Educating ourselves and the community
about gas drilling

Promoting a safe, healthy
and clean environment

www.gdacc.wordpress.com
Contact us: gdacc.cortland@gmail.com
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(505 Hawley Ave.) to view “American 
Radical: The Trials of Norman Finkelstein.” 
The video follows up on Dr. Finkelstein’s 
presentation “Israel and Palestine after the 
Flotilla” on Thursday, September 16, 5 pm 
at Le Moyne College (Grewen Audito-
rium). Finkelstein, an outspoken American 
academic, is the author of several books, 
including Beyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse 
of Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History, 
and The Holocaust Industry: Reflections
on the Exploitation of Jewish Suffering. 
Contact Andy. 

Activist Appreciations: 
Terry Gavagan 

Thanks to Terry Gavagan, SPC’s Paper 
Crane program (a lead-up to Hiroshima 
Day) really took off this summer. Terry’s 
amazing lesson plan, tireless outreach, 
and expert scheduling made it all possible. 
She led a workshop early in the summer 
to train people in the art of folding cranes, 
and she was the leader for almost all of 
the groups we visited. On top of this great 
work, Terry also contributed to planning 
the other Hiroshima Day events (see page 
15). Terry, we are grateful for your unfail-
ingly good-humored and devoted work. 
Thank you!

The People’s 60 
Minutes Signs Off

SPC's television show The 
People's 60 Minutes, created 
in 1988 by Hank Strunk and 
Paul Pearce, presented its last 
program this summer. The show 
was cable-cast every Sunday 
night for the past 22 years. Paul 
Pearce, the do-it-all energy behind 
the show, decided that the show 
had run its course and it was 
time to move on. He was The 
People’s 60 Minutes, choosing 
programs, editing, adapting and 
creating video, and bringing the 
tapes to the cable company. We 
deeply appreciate his commitment 
and the creative and technical 
skills he brought to the project. 
Thank you, Paul, for so many 
years of important, provocative 
programming.

Preparing to Celebrate 75 
Years of Activism

An initial meeting was held to plan various 
activities to mark SPC’s 75th anniversary 
in 2011. We’ve got lots of great ideas to 
celebrate our work, move it into the future 
and raise funds to expand. The one confirmed
event features social critic and activist 
Noam Chomsky on Wednesday, May 11. 
Other ideas include additional high profile
speakers, musical celebrations/fundraisers, 
an historical exhibit, a symposium and 
more. Contact Andy.

SPC Phonathon Raises 
Needed Funds

SPC’s summer phonathon was a great 
success with nearly 30 members/activists 
making over 700 phone calls. At press time, 
we’ve got commitments of over $5,000 
and left messages for scores of other SPC 
members. We’re hoping to raise $10,000 
to get us through the often dry summer 
season.

If you’ve made a pledge or received a 
message, please consider donating gener-
ously. Look for a full report in the October 
PNL. Contact Andy.

Summer Outreach Tabling 
Winds Down

Between Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation, CNY Working for a Just Peace In 

SPC in Action / from page 4

Palestine and Israel and SPC, we reached 
out to thousands of people this summer 
with outreach tables at events. We were at 
festivals, performances, large events and 
more intimate venues. This couldn’t have 
happened without the many people willing 
to staff the tables. Thanks to all of you! 
Our next large outreach opportunity will 
at the Westcott Street Fair on September 
19 – please join us. Contact Amelia.

SPC Community News
We welcome longtime activist Nancy Gwin 
back to the Syracuse Community. She was 
sentenced to six months in federal prison for 
her nonviolent protest to close the School 
of the Americas (now WHINSEC), and on 
August 3 began the last month of her sen-
tence at a half-way house in Syracuse. SPC 
Steering Committee member and Saturday 
Peace Outreacher Peter Sinatra is being 
honored by Jail Ministry for his years of 
musical contributions to the services in 
the jail. In mid August, senior intern Aly 
Wane performed in Shakespeare’s Much 
Ado About Nothing in Thornden Park. SPC 
member and SU professor Mara Sapon-
Shevin’s book Because We Can Change 
the World: A Practical Guide To Building 
Cooperative, Inclusive Classroom Com-
munities has just been reissued by Corwin 
Press. SPC staff organizer Carol Baum 
continues to recover from the repercus-
sions of an ankle injured at the US Social 
Forum in late June. 

Send ideas and news to Andy.

Terry Gavagan, crane maker and teacher 
extraordinaire, at the Interfaith Sharing August 4. 
For more on the Hiroshima Commemorations, 
see page 15. Photo: Diane Lansing.   

SPC activists Ed Kinane, Ursula Rozum and Ann Tiffany 
were among a group of School of the Americas Watch 
protesters at Colombia’s Tolemaida military base, one 
of seven bases the US military is leasing there. Holding 
a banner stating “Fuera Los Militares Norteamericanos 
de Colombia / US Military Out of Colombia,” they stood 
for hours over two days. A high point was the arrival of 
60+ Colombian activists from various movement groups, 
who came in solidarity. A 2009 US-Colombia Defense 
Cooperation Agreement states that US military personnel 
are to have impunity in Colombia for any crime they 
commit. Photo: Tom Bottolene.   
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Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and 
Socially Responsible Investing

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153     800-318-9780
Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC
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Hypnosis Improves Things!

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
(315) 432-1514

AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse 

• WEIGHT LOSS • NICOTINE • STRESS • 
• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety • Phobias • Depression • Anger • Birthing • Fertility • Habits

  Don’t see your problem here?  Call and ask.

Sallie Guyder
Secretary

Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years

Mike Poirier
Customer Service

Manager
Lost 90 lbs.

Hypnosis Improves Things!

Let There be Peace on Earth, and Let it Begin With You.
(315) 432-1514

AlternativeHypnosisNY.com • 6320 Fly Rd., E. Syracuse 

• WEIGHT LOSS • 
• NICOTINE • 

• STRESS • 

• Addiction • Coping • Anxiety • 
• Phobias • Depression • Anger • 

• Birthing • Fertility • Habits • 

  Don’t see your problem here?  
Call and ask.

Sallie Guyder
Secretary

Maintaining a 60-lb.
Loss for Over 3 Years

Mike Poirier
Customer Service

Manager
Lost 90 lbs.

SYRACUSESYMPOSIUM.ORG

LESLIE MARMON SILKO
Native American author & advocate
8 September, 7:30 p.m.

RAY SMITH SYMPOSIUM: 
MUSIC OF CONFLICT AND RECONCILIATION 
POWER AND RESISTANCE IN WORLD WAR II
Symposium: 14-15 September
Eastend String Quartet: 15 September

THE WAR IN IRAQ
Society for New Music Concert with 
Simon Shaheen: 14 November
Symposium: 15-16 November

EASTEND STRING QUARTET
15 September

GEORGE PACKER
Author, staff writer for The New Yorker
16 September, 4 p.m. 
The Kameshwar C. Wali lecture

8TH ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS FILM 
FESTIVAL
Screenings and panel discussions
30 September-2 October

PA BOUJE ANKÒ (DON’T MOVE AGAIN)
Photography exhibition on “Ghetto Bien-
nale” (Haiti) by SU Associate Professor Laura 
Heyman
Lecture: 7 October, 6 p.m.

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE
Nigerian writer
Lecture: 14 October,  4:15 p.m.
Michael J.C. Echeruo Valedictory
Symposium: 15 October

LAY DOWN YOUR WEAPONS: WRITING 
AGAINST WAR
Symposium: 4-5 November

RICHARD A. MARQUISE
Author, lead FBI agent (ret.)  
of the Pan Am 103 tragedy
11 November, 7:30 p.m.

PIPO NGUYEN-DUY
Vietnamese photographer
Lecture: 17 November, 6 p.m.
Exhibition: 1 September-17 November

TATE WIKIKUWA MUSEUM: NORTH 
AMERICA 2024
Bay area artist Rigo 23 celebrates  
the life of Leonard Peltier  
(a.k.a. Tate Wikikuwa)
Exhibition: 18 November–6 February
Opening reception: 18 November, 5 p.m.

CRY FOR PEACE: VOICES FROM THE 
CONGO
Ping Chong, director, returns with a 
documentary on Syracuse’s Congolese 
community
9 -10 December, 7 p.m.;  
11 December, 2 p.m.

PERPETUAL PEACE PROJECT
Film, art exhibition, and symposium
perpetualpeaceproject .org
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Hiroshima/Nagasaki Commemorations
Under the theme “Remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Work 
for a Nuclear-Free Future,” SPC and Peace Action collaborated 
to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the atomic bombings 
of those cities. Thanks to the committee of Terry Gavagan, 
Jerry Lotierzo, Joe Marusa, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre, Nissa 
Thor, Maryann Zimmerman and Carol Baum, we did more 
than in previous years. Understanding that there are more op-
portunities to present the paper crane workshops during the 
school year, and hoping to build better connections with faith 
communities, the committee has decided to meet throughout 
the year. Please join us. The next meeting is Tuesday, October 
5 at 7:30 pm at the Center. Contact Carol Baum at 472-5478, 
carol@peacecouncil.net.
• Paper Crane Workshops for 

Children. In preparation for 
Hiroshima Day, we expanded 
our paper crane program this 
summer. Activists visited 
classes and camp groups to 
teach children to fold cranes 
and tell them the story of Sa-
dako Sasaki and 1,000 paper 
cranes. A radiation victim in 
Hiroshima, 12-year-old Sa-
dako attempted to fold 1,000 
paper cranes with a wish to be 
well. As her illness worsened, 

she changed her wish – she wished 
for peace in the world so no other 
children would be affected by bombs 
the way she had been. Explaining 

that this is why the paper crane is now a symbol of peace, 
we engaged kids in conversation about what peace means 
and what they can do for peace in their worlds. We visited 
about ten groups and talked to over 200 kids. We hope to 
continue this program throughout the year. Contact SPC or 
Peace Action to participate.  

•    Interfaith Sharing for Peace and Lantern Ceremony. On 
August 4, a crowd of about 65 adults and children gathered 
at the Everson Museum Plaza to hear prayers, reflections,
poems, and songs for peace. Participants then lit candles 
in their paper lanterns and launched them in the museum 
reflecting pool.

  The Interfaith Gathering represents a way for members 
of the Syracuse faith community to affirm their shared
commitment toward building a peaceful and nuclear free 
world. The floating lanterns – decorated with peace cranes
and personal messages of peace – were meant to honor 
the memory of not only those who died in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki but also the millions who have died in all wars. 

• Dramatic Procession. About 40 people marched solemnly 
through downtown Syracuse on Hiroshima Day. The march 
is theatrical, including banners and giant puppets, with the 
pace set by the beat of a drum. We distributed almost 500 
leaflets and saw many onlookers taking cell phone photos.
We concluded with a short gathering and together read the 
Community Affirmation for Peace.
– Carol Baum, Jerry Lotierzo and Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre

Top: A child launches her paper lan-
tern into the reflecting pool during the
Lantern Ceremony. Left: The annual 
Hiroshima procession calls for an 
end to nuclear weapons and nuclear 
power. Photos: Diane Lansing 
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