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They say that without knowing our history, we have no way to 
change the present. This of course is the precise role of mass 
media – change history as it is being written so that we have no 
way to understand the present we live in. Post-coup Honduras 
is a perfect example.

According to US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton, “the 
Honduras crisis has been managed to a successful conclusion…it 
was done without violence.” Secretary for Western Hemispheric 
Relations, Arturo Valenzuela, has openly encouraged the US to 
continue the flow of aid to the country, and the World Bank has 
announced that $390 million will now be made available – a 
40% increase over previous years.

The situation in Honduras, it would appear, has returned 
to normal.

Governments around the world are moving to recognize 
President Porfirio Lobo. Lobo came to power in the wake of the 
June 28, 2009 coup through a fraudulent November 28 election 

marred by political violence carried out by the same military that 
led the coup against former president Manuel Zelaya Rosales.

Meanwhile key coup leaders have been cautiously shifted out 
of public view into advisory roles for the current administration. 
The most notable of these is former general and School of the 
Americas (SOA) graduate, General Romeo Vásquez Velásquez, 
who Lobo recently named head of Hondutel, the state-run tele-
communications service. Such shifts are meant to clean up the 
image of the Honduran government, installing a “democratorship” 
that allows repressive forces to continue their onslaught against 
Resistance members with complete impunity while projecting a 
democratic façade for the international community.

The supposed truth commission established in the October 
2009 San José accords has yet to materialize, and the Congressional 
vote on reinstating Zelaya (also mandated in the accords) was 
never held. Further, a wave of political assassination has swept 
through the country in the months following the election. The 

continued on page10

Resistance Pulsing 
Through Honduras

One of the "grandmothers of the Resistance" sits in front of a military blockade in protest outside of the Brazilian embassy, where deposed president 
Manuel Zelaya was held captive for four months. Tegucigalpa, Honduras, November 2009. Photo: Chris Thomas
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We 
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations, 
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As 
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, 
cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from 
each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their 
economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connec-
tions clear. We initiate and support activities that help build this 
sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A 
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that 
places human need above monetary profit.  We establish relation-
ships among people based on cooperation rather than competition 
or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each
other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the 
needs of us all.
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Remembering the Nakba: 
Stories of the 1947-48 Palestinian 

Catastrophe

Sunday, May 16, 4-6 pm
ArtRage Gallery (505 Hawley Ave.)

Come hear local Palestinian-Ameri-
cans share their stories to put a local, 
human face on this overlooked series of 
events which resulted in the displacement 
of some 700,000 Palestinians, massa-
cres of civilians and the destruction of 
hundreds of Palestinian villages. In the 
US it’s commonly celebrated as Israeli 
Independence Day. Sponsored by CNY 
Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel. Light Middle Eastern food 
will be served. Pat, 546-4514.

Free. Handicapped accessible.
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Protesting the Reaper 
Drones in Our Midst

On Sunday, April 25, about 80 people 
from Upstate New York came to Syra-
cuse to speak out against war and protest 
the reaper drones. Folks from Albany, 
Binghamton, Buffalo, Ithaca, Rochester, 
Staten Island and Utica joined Syracusans 
in a three-mile solemn march to Hancock 
Air National Guard Base (reaper drones 
are “piloted” from the base, which is also 
a drone maintenance center). Afterwards, 
about 40 people gathered at ArtRage for 
food and a regional organizing meeting. 

Throughout the event, we collected 
signatures on a letter to Governor Pat-
terson, urging him to “expel the criminal 
Reaper form our midst…to restore our Air 
Reserve to its legitimate role: protecting 
– not risking and shaming – the people of 
New York.”

Thanks to SPC’s NO War, NO Occupa-
tion, NO Empire committee, for organizing 
this – Ed Kinane, Rae Kramer, Katherine 
Raymond, Peter Sinatra, Ann Tiffany and 
Carol Baum and to Jerry Lotierzo from Peace 
Action. Please join us. Contact Carol.

Gearing Up with Mello Velo
Bikes for Peace will hold its annual volunteer 
training on Wednesday, May 19. We have 
a new format this year – we’ll meet from 
6-6:45 pm at Recess Café (110 Havard Pl.) 
for an overview of the project. We’ll then 
head to the new Westcott bike shop (556 
Westcott St.), Mello Velo, whose owners 
will review common bike repairs (flat tires,
rusty chains, replacing brake pads, etc.) and 
share some tips. We ask volunteers to commit 
to work at two or more “clinics” during the 
summer in exchange for the free tutorial. 
In addition to aspiring mechanics, we also 
welcome artists to assist with promotion 
and signs, and outgoing adults to staff our 
sign-in table. This year’s clinic dates and 
locations are TBA. Contact Jessica.

Youth for 
Peace 

We’ve received over 
20 posters and 40 
poems from city high 
school students in 
response to our call 
for Art for Peace! We 
shared these works 
with the larger com-
munity through an 
event and exhibit at 
the ArtRage Gallery 
on Thursday, April 29. 
We will also feature 
some of the work in 
an upcoming issue of 
the Peace Newsletter. 
We are in the process 
of scheduling tabling 
dates at Hannibal 
High School – our first rural school – and
have also begun distributing counter-recruit-
ment displays with information brochures 
to local schools and community centers. 

We are also working with the Youth 
Taskforce of the Alliance of Communities 
Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) to build 
relationships with local church groups and 
other community organizations. We would 
warmly welcome help in scheduling and 
leading presentations as well as staffing
tables at high schools. Contact Jessica.

April a Packed Month for 
Onondaga Land Rights Series

Nearly 600 people packed Syracuse Stage 
for a groundbreaking historical presenta-
tion about the Haudenosaunee roots of 
lacrosse on April 5, in the first of three
Onondaga Land Rights series programs 
for the month. On April 19, the Onondaga 
Nation unveiled their Vision for the Future 
of Onondaga Lake, calling on the larger 
community to truly clean this critical com-
munity resource (the document is available 

on our website). As the PNL goes to press, 
“Sacred Waters II: The Danger of Hydro-
fracking” is underway. Join us on Monday, 
May 24 at 7 pm at Syracuse Stage to hear 
Onondaga activist Jeanne Shenandoah and 
Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation director 
Sally Roesch Wagner discuss “The Influ-
ence of Haudenosaunee Women.” For full 

Oren Lyons, Phil Arnold, Roy 
Simmons, Jr. and Jim Ridlon 
spoke about the Haudenosaunee 
Roots of Lacrosse to nearly 600 
people at Syracuse Stage (April 
5) as part of the Onondaga Land 
Rights & Our Common Future 
series. Photo: Elisa Iribarne
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Weekly Peace Outreach 

Get out and enjoy our lovely spring 
and help raise consciousness! Contact 
Ed or Ann, 478-4571.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
May 4 E. Genesee St. & Erie Blvd. 

(Dewitt)
May 11 Hancock Air Base Entrance 

(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

May 18 May 18  Teall Av & Burnet/Rt. 
690 (Eastside)  

May 25 Hancock Air Base Entrance 
(E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale) 
Reaper Drone focus

June 1 Seneca Tnpk. & S. Salina 
St. (Valley) 

Also every Saturday 9-10 am on Park 
St. across from the Regional Market.

details on past and upcoming events, see 
peacecouncil.net/noon.

NOON Music Benefit
NOON (Neighbors of the Onondaga Na-
tion) continues to be busy on many fronts. 
Join us for some great music on Tuesday, 
May 4 at the Palace Theater, 2384 James 
St., $8-$25 sliding scale. Doors open at 
7 pm and the music starts at 8 with local 
modern fusion band Sophistafunk and 
Ithaca’s Thousands of One whose Afro-
Hiphop-Funk-Soul groove has been widely 
acclaimed. NOON’s biannual potluck with 
Onondaga leaders is also set for early May. 
See peacecouncil.net/noon for details. 
Contact Andy.

Activist Appreciation: 
Ursula Rozum

Ursula is a whiz of energy and creativity, 
bringing fun, strong analysis and good 
spirit to everything she does. A dedicated 
cyclist, she’s become a mainstay of SPC’s 
Bikes 4 Peace project. Last fall she joined 
SPC’s Steering Committee and seems to 
be always ready to work (and play) when 
needed. She is an ace outreach tabler, has 
organized sign making parties and just 
finished coordinating the special section

on Latin America in this month’s PNL (and 
writing an article). Salsa dancer extraor-
dinaire, Ursula organized a fundraising 
salsa dance party for the Caribbean/Latin 
America Coalition (with another Solidarity 
Salsa coming up Saturday, May 8 – see 
calendar). Thanks, Ursula!

Maffei Taking a Stand on 
Afghanistan…Sort of

 After persistent followup and several de-
lays, SPC and Peace Action representatives 
met with Rep. Dan Maffei on April 2 to 
discuss the US occupation of Afghanistan. 
After thanking Rep. Maffei for his vote in 
favor of the recent Kucinich resolution to 
end the US occupation, we encouraged 
him to also take a stand against funding 
the war. While he made no promises, we 
will continue to follow up as specific bills
are introduced. Congress has the power to 
end US wars in Afghanistan and Iraq by 
choosing not to provide additional funding. 
Please watch for the supplemental fund-
ing request and look for our alerts to urge 
Congressman Maffei to take the next step 
and defund the war.

Spring Appeal on the Way
Look for SPC’s spring fund appeal in 
your mailbox before mid May. Despite the 
difficult economic times, we hope you’ll
be generous. The summer is a very slow 
time for fundraising, so if you contribute 
now we’ll be able to focus more energy on 
activist work over the summer and won’t 
call you as part of the Phonathon in late 
July. If you aren’t a subscriber, please see 
peacecouncil.net/donate to contribute. 
Contact Andy.

Learning from Palestinians
On April 13, CNY Working for a Just Peace 
in Palestine and Israel hosted a lunchtime talk 
by Fakhira Halloun and Zain Abu-Qasem, 
two eloquent and courageous Palestinian 
women. Fakhira is a Palestinian Israeli 
who has worked for years on dialogue 
between Palestinians and Jews, while 
struggling to forge a stronger Palestinian 
identity. She spoke of her efforts to work 
in liberal Jewish organizations which op-
erate in ways that unconsciously ignore 
the Palestinian historical experience. Zaib 
spoke about the terror she felt living in her 
native Gaza during the January ’09 Israeli 
assault. Nevertheless, she emerged even 
more determined to engage in nonviolent 

direct conversation with Israelis. We salute 
their spirit. Join our group, as we struggle 
to create such a spirit in Syracuse. Contact 
Ann, 478-4571.

PNL Special Sections
This month’s PNL includes a special sec-
tion (pp. 7-13) coordinated by our partner 
organization, the Caribbean/Latin America 
Coalition (CLAC). In June look for a special 
section on Hydrofracking, coordinated by 
the hydrofracking subcommittee of Neigh-
bors of the Onondaga Nation.  

The PNL offers special sections of 5-7 
pages to groups closely allied with SPC, 
including SPC working groups, other or-
ganizations, or SPC activists who want to 
cover a special topic. Contact Carol.

EPA Environmental Quality 
Award Goes to Local Groups
This past November, after 20 contentious 
years, the US district court approved a com-
bined sewer overflow (CSO) plan allowing
Onondaga County to use storage and green 
infrastructure instead of building outdated, 
unhealthy chlorination/swirler sewage 
plants. This ruling results from the hard 
work of three entities: Atlantic States Legal 
Foundation, the Partnership for Onondaga 
Creek (POC), and the Onondaga Nation, as 

Ursula Rozum, aka Super Woman, leads anti-
drone chants in front of Hancock Air Field on 
November 15, 2009. Photo: Kimberley McCoy
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Dahr Jamail (dahrjamailiraq.com) is an in-
dependent journalist who has been reporting 
about the US occupation of Iraq for more than 
six years. His most recent book is The Will to 
Resist: Soldiers Who Refuse to Fight in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. This article was originally 
published in Extra! The Magazine of FAIR 
(March, 2010), fair.org. 

“The Western world that slaughtered 
Iraq and Iraqis, through 13 years of 
sanctions and seven years of occupa-
tion, is now turning its back on the 
victims. What has remained of Iraq 
is still being devastated by bombings, 
assassinations, corruption, millions of 
evictions and continued infrastructure 
destruction. Yet the world that caused 
all this is trying to draw a rosy picture 
of the situation in Iraq.”

 – Maki Al-Nazzal, Iraqi politi-
cal analyst

As Afghanistan has taken center stage 
in US corporate media, with President 
Barack Obama announcing two major 
escalations of the war in recent months, 
the US occupation of Iraq has fallen 
into the media shadows.

But while US forces have begun to 
slowly pull back in Iraq, approximately 
130,000 American troops and 114,000 
private contractors still remain in the 
country (Congressional Research Service, 
12/14/09) – along with an embassy the 
size of Vatican City. Upwards of 400 Iraqi 
civilians still die in a typical month (Iraq 
Body Count, 12/31/09), and fallout from 
the occupation that is now responsible, by 
some estimates, for 1 million Iraqi deaths 
(Extra!, 1/2/08) continues to severely 
impact Iraqis in ways that go uncovered 
by the US press.

From early on in the occupation of 
Iraq, one of the most pressing concerns for 
Iraqis – besides ending the occupation and 
a desperate need for security – has been 
basic infrastructure. The average home in 
Iraq today, over six and a half years into 
the occupation, operates on less than six 
hours of electricity per day (AP, 9/7/09). 
“A water shortage described as the most 
critical since the earliest days of Iraq’s 
civilization is threatening to leave up to 2 

million people in the south of the country 
without electricity and almost as many 
without drinking water,” the Guardian 
(8/26/09) reported; waterborne diseases 
and dysentery are rampant. The ongoing 
lack of power and clean drinking water 
has even led Iraqis to take to the streets 
in Baghdad (AP, 10/11/09), chanting, “No 
water, no electricity in the country of oil 
and the two rivers.”

Devastation wrought by the occupation, 
coupled with rampant corruption among the 
Western contractors awarded the contracts 
to rebuild Iraq’s demolished infrastructure, 
are to blame (International Herald Tribune, 
7/6/09). Ali Ghalib Baban, Iraq’s minister of 
planning, said late last year (International 
Herald Tribune, 11/21/09) that the billions 
of dollars the US has spent on so-called 
reconstruction contracts in Iraq has had no 
discernible impact. “Maybe they spent it,” 
he said, “but Iraq doesn’t feel it.”

Last January, the Los Angeles Times ran 
a story (1/26/09) that highlighted the lack 
of electricity: “As elections near, people 
say it’s hard to have faith in leaders when 
they don’t even have electricity,” was the 
subhead. But most other large US papers 
have avoided the topic – unless it is brought 
up in such a way as to blame Iraqis for the 

problem, as thNew York Times (11/21/09) 
did with its piece,“US Fears Iraqis Will 
Not Keep Up Rebuilt Projects.”

Further complicating matters, a drought 
that is now over four years old plagues 
most of Iraq. In the country’s north, lack 
of water has forced more than 100,000 
people to abandon their homes since 2005, 
with 36,000 more on the verge of leaving 
(AP, 10/13/09).

Corporate media coverage of the 
ongoing Iraqi refugee crisis – the UN es-
timates that more than 4.5 million Iraqis in 
all have been displaced from their homes 
(UNHCR.org, 1/09) – continues to be 
scant. The stories that do appear tend to 
be local stories about Iraqi refugees in 
the newspaper’s home city (e.g., Chicago 
Tribune, 10/25/09).

For Iraqis who remain in the country, 
another critical story is cancer. The US and 
British militaries used more than 1,700 tons 
of depleted uranium in Iraq in the 2003 
invasion (Jane’s Defence News, 4/2/04) 
– on top of 320 tons used in the 1991 Gulf 
War (Inter Press Service, 3/25/03). Liter-
ally every local person I’ve ever spoken 

The New “Forgotten” War: 
Iraq Occupation Falls Into Media Shadows
 

Nasir Fadlawi, 48 years old, in front of Qasim’s compound in which 135 families live (750 people).  There 
are over 1 million displaced persons in Baghdad alone.  Source: dahrjamailiraq.com.
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with in Iraq during my nine months of reporting there knows 
someone who either suffers from or has died of cancer.

The lead paragraph of an article by Jalal Ghazi, for New 
America Media (1/6/10), is blunt:

“Forget about oil, occupation, terrorism or even Al-Qa-
eda. The real hazard for Iraqis these days is cancer. Cancer is 
spreading like wildfire in Iraq. Thousands of infants are being
born with deformities. Doctors say they are struggling to cope 
with the rise of cancer and birth defects, especially in cities 
subjected to heavy American and British bombardment.”

Ghazi reported that in Fallujah, which bore the brunt of two 
massive US military operations in 2004, as many as 25 percent 
of newborn infants have serious physical abnormalities. Cancer 
rates in Babil, an area south of Baghdad, have risen from 500 
cases in 2004 to more than 9,000 in 2009. Dr. Jawad al-Ali, 
the director of the Oncology Center in Basra, told Al Jazeera 
English (10/12/09) that there were 1,885 cases of cancer in 
all of 2005; between 1,250 and 1,500 patients visit his center 
every month now.

Babies born to US veterans of the 1991 war are showing 
birth defects very similar to affected Iraqi babies (Sunday 
Herald, 3/30/03), and many US soldiers are now referring to 
Gulf War Syndrome 2, alleging they have developed cancer 
because of exposure to depleted uranium in Iraq (New America 
Media, 1/6/10).

How has this ongoing story been covered by the corporate 

media? It hasn’t, at least not in the last five years, with the
exception of an article in Vanity Fair (2/05) and a few iso-
lated Associated Press stories, like “Sickened Iraq Vets Cite 
Depleted Uranium” (8/13/06). While smaller publications like 
the Washington Report on Middle East Affairs (11/05) and the 
Public Record (10/19/09) have taken it on, none of the other 
big outlets have touched the story.

While US newspapers have been following the lead-up to 
the Iraq elections, there has been virtually no coverage of the 
mass arrests Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki’s government is 
busy conducting in predominantly Sunni areas of Iraq. As the 
Iraqi daily Azzaman (1/4/10) reported: 

“Iraqi security forces have launched a wide campaign in 
Sunni Muslim-dominated neighborhoods of Baghdad and towns 
and cities to the north and west of the capital…. The campaign 
is said to be the widest by the government in years and has led 
to an exodus of people to the Kurdish north.”

Family members of those being arrested are not told where 
their loved ones are being held, only that those arrested will 
remain behind bars until after the elections. These sweeps have 
collected members of the formerly US-backed Awakening 
Councils, Sunni militias once paid off by the US to stop their 
attacks on occupation forces. The cutoff of US support for the 
Councils is another underreported story.

Meanwhile, the hardship for Iraqis continues unabated, along 
with the need to find alternative sources for accurate information
– or any information – about an occupation that continues to 
involve as many troops as when Iraq dominated US headlines 
in 2004 (Congressional Research Service, 7/2/09).
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Ursula, a Syracuse native, visited Colombia 
in 2009 as a member of CLAC’s CNY-Cajibío, 
Colombia Sister City project. Her interests 
include salsa dancing, cooking and addressing 
the mess created by globalization.

Rewarding Colombia’s Bad Behavior
Ursula Rozum   

On April 1st, the Huffington Post printed a 
story by Dan Kovalik on the discovery of a 
mass grave containing 2,000 bodies in the 
Macarena region of Colombia, located near 
a military base staffed by US advisors. The 
grave was found only because the pile of 
rotting flesh contaminated the local water
supply and children started getting sick. 
The Procuraduria General, a Colombian 
government agency tasked with 
uncovering corruption, verifiedthe
existence of the grave. On March 
15, 2010, Jhonny Hurtado, a key 
witness in exposing the mass grave, 
was assassinated. The Colombian 
military admits responsibility for 
this grave. The discovery only adds 
to the “false positives scandal,” 
which the Colombian military has 
tried to cover-up. The false posi-
tive scandal refers to a practice 
within the Colombian military 
of killing civilians and dressing 
them in FARC uniforms to claim 
them as guerilla kills. 

There are currently about 600 
US military personnel in Colombia, 
making it difficult to believe that
some level of the US military has 
not been aware of these systematic 
killings. Yet, the US government 
and military continue to work 
with the Colombian government 
in, what they say, is an effort to 
curb drug production and traf-
ficking. In late 2009, the US government
extended Plan Colombia, which began 
under the Clinton administration ostensibly 
as an effort to cut off cocaine production. 
The US–Colombia Defense Cooperation 
Agreement (DCA) grants the US military 
unprecedented freedom of action at seven 
Colombian military bases. 

According to Secretary of State Hilary 
Clinton, the Colombia base agreement is 
meant to allow “continued cooperation in 
addressing the challenges posed by narco-

traffickers, terrorists, and other illegal
armed groups in Colombia.” However, US 
Air Force budget documents submitted to 
Congress in 2009 reveal that US military 
interests in Colombia reach beyond drug 
interdiction and stopping guerillas, despite 
Obama administration insistence to the 
contrary. Language in one of the Air Force 
documents reveals the desire for military 
capabilities over “anti-US” governments, 
and Latin American leaders see the newest 

agreement between the US and Colombia 
as US assertion of military dominance.

The document also highlights the 
importance of Palanquero airbase, close 
to Venezuela’s border. The US Air Force 
estimates the budget to increase Palanquero’s 
capacity to be $46 million.  Access to Pa-
lanquero will “assure regional access and 
presence at minimum cost....Palanquero 
will provide joint use capability to the US 
Army, Air Force, Marines, and US Inter-
agency aircraft and personnel.” The Air 
Force plans to convert Palanquero into a 
US Cooperative Security Location, a base 
for operations and surveillance over all of 
Latin America. 

The DCA gives the US military even 
greater dominance over governments it 

considers “unfriendly.” Historically, gov-
ernments pursuing policies contrary to US 
economic interests have not fared well. While 
Peru signed a Free Trade Agreement with 
the US in 2009, the other Andean countries 
– Venezuela, Ecuador, and Bolivia – are 
members of ALBA, making them “un-
friendly.” ALBA, conceived in 2004, stands 
for Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of 
Our America; it is an economic alliance 
between Venezuela and Cuba, promoting 

the exchange of medical and edu-
cational resources and petroleum 
between both nations. ALBA 
attempts to integrate regional 
economies and promote social 
welfare, bartering, and mutual 
economic aid. When Honduran 
President Manuel Zelaya was 
overthrown in a military coup 
in June 2009, the Honduran and 
North American media justified
his ousting because of his flirtation
with ALBA, which recognizes 
the failure of capitalism and 
embraces economics based on 
cooperation. 

The US-Colombia Defense 
Cooperation Agreement operates 
from the same military mindset 
that has allowed the School of the 
Americas (SOA/WHINSEC) to 
exist for over six decades. Many 
thousands of Colombian military 
personnel have been trained by 
the US military and it is not a 
coincidence that the Colombia 

military is the Western Hemisphere’s 
greatest human rights offender south of 
the Rio Grande. With nearly five million
Colombians forcibly displaced from their 
homes by internal conflict, Colombia is
now the world’s second worst interna-
tional displacement crisis. The DCA is 
the newest agreement in a series of failed 
plans. Plan Colombia failed to curb coca 
production and this new agreement will also 
fail. It simultaneously strengthens the US 
government’s support of a government that 
turns a blind eye to genocide and refuses to 
properly investigate crimes perpetrated by 
its military against its own people. 
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“No to the promulgation of war. No to the moving of the Manta base to 
Colombia.” Political graffiti found on a wall in Colombia depicts a skull 
spewing forth guns. Stencil: Communist Youth of Colombia.
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Rewarding Colombia / from previous page
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In response to news of the US-Colombia 
agreement, President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela 
has said that the US was blowing “winds of war” 
over the region, and that the bases were “a threat 
against us.” In 2002, Chavez withstood a coup 
attempt by School of the Americas’ graduates. 
Rather than demonize Chavez, an outspoken 
critic of the US, as a threat to US and Colombian 
security, which is laughable considering US military 
capabilities, it’s important to recognize that Chavez 
is a regional leader and head of an oil-rich state. His 
criticism and distrust of US intentions is based on his 
knowledge of the Latin American reality. Upon their 
first meeting, Chavez presented the newly-elected 
President Obama with Eduardo Galeano’s Open Veins 
of Latin America, which chronicles the pillaging of 
Latin America’s resources, human and natural, first 
by colonial powers and then by the United States.

Before the discovery of the mass grave, when the 
pending US-Colombian base agreement became known, Senators 
Patrick Leahy and Chris Dodd expressed their concern in a July 
2009 letter to Secretary of State Clinton: “What are the implica-
tions of further deepening our relationship with the Colombian 
military at a time of growing revelations about the widespread 
falsos positivos [false positives] scandal in which the Colombian 
military recruited many hundreds (some estimates are as high 
as 1,600) of boys and young men for jobs in the countryside 
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Caribbean Latin Ameria Coalition 
SOLIDARITY COUPON

Bring this AD to receive a FREE glass of 
wine at SOLIDARITY SALSA on May 8th 
at ArtRage Gallery (505 Hawley Ave.)

TIME: 7:15 Salsa Lesson
   8:30-10:30 Dance Social

We also welcome donations for CLAC 
Please write checks to: 

CNY Witness for Peace/CLAC
340 Midland Ave

Syracuse, NY 13202

Donations support local activists and solidarity work
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that did not exist and then summarily executed them to earn 
bonuses and vacation days?” This activity has become widely 

known in Colombia in recent years, as 
details of human rights abuses by the 
military under the Uribe administration 
are revealed. Colombia’s President Uribe 
is praised by some for the semblance 
of security that has resulted from the 
increased militarization of Colombia, 
a strategy he refers to as “democratic 
security.” Though the streets of Bogotá 
and other urban centers are safer, terror 
continues against rural peasants, the 
indigenous, Afro-Colombians, union 
leaders, journalists, and anyone critical 
of government policy.   

The Obama administration has 
proposed a reduction in military aid to 
Colombia for 2011 and plans to gradually 
reduce the number of military advisors 
serving there. Colombia receives more 

military assistance and training from the US than any other Latin 
American country. The US has thereby created a monster.  The 
terror and violence that permeates rural Colombia speaks to 
the depth of human rights abuse in this country. The US must 
heal its relationship with the people of Latin America. Accord-
ing to a friend in Colombia, mass graves and false positives 
are old news. A change in US policy towards Colombia and 
Latin America is long overdue.

Cartagena

Tolemaida

Malambo

Palaquero

Larandia

Apiay
Bahia Malaga

In October, 2009, the US signed a ten 
year contract with Colombia for access to 
seven military bases. Image: soaw.org.
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Paul was a mainstay of Syracuse Covenant 
Sanctuary in the eighties and now keeps 
active with CLAC.

Building Friendships, Changing Policy
Paul Weichselbaum

During its 18 year history the Caribbean/
Latin America Coalition (CLAC), as suc-
cessor to Syracuse Covenant Sanctuary, has 
maintained its commitment to economic 
and social justice, nonviolence, and human 
rights. Through several US presidents, 
CLAC has done so through witness in 
many ways in poor, struggling hamlets and 
hotly contested elections; in delegations 
cumulatively involving dozens of Central 
New Yorkers (and by bringing a handful 
of Colombians and Salvadorans here); 
through prison witness to close the 
infamous School of the Americas; 
by providing tons of material aid; 
and, especially through the Peace 
Newsletter, by informing Central 
New Yorkers about projects, pris-
oners, and the hidden stories of 
vulnerable yet resilient communities 
throughout Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

It’s not hard to identify the 
sources of CLAC’s persistence in 
tasks that are neither special, plead-
ing, nor, unfortunately, well-known.  
The struggles – las luchas – of 
small-scale farmers in El Salvador 
and Colombia are neither exotic nor 
unconnected to the United States of 
America.  Building a sister com-
munity relationship, Central New 
Yorkers wanted to make increas-
ingly personal connections to the 
people of La Estancia in Morazán 
Province in El Salvador. We knew 
US policy towards El Salvador from Carter 
to Reagan to Bush Sr. had enabled the long 
bloodbath against the Salvadoran civilian 
population.  

In the 1980s as Sanctuary and in the 
1990s and beyond as CLAC, we connected 
with individual people and communities in 
Haiti, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Chiapas, and 
Cuba. We were recognizing and responding 
to the US' dysfunctional, destructive, and 
hypocritical military and diplomatic policies 
and actions that favored the powerful, un-
dermined progressive and popular change, 

and spread and intensified poverty.  
In the mid-1990s Central New York 

became a hotbed in the campaign to close the 
US Army’s School of the Americas. We felt 
the personal impact of the slaughter of the 
Jesuits, their housekeeper, and her daughter 
at the University of Central America in San 
Salvador in 1989 by SOA graduates. This 
atrocity was multiplied by the witness of 
so many other survivors of SOA-taught 
counterinsurgency (i.e. terrorist) techniques 
throughout Latin America.  To date over 
a dozen Central New Yorkers have been 
incarcerated in Federal prisons for “cross-

ing the line” at the SOA (now WHINSEC) 
in Fort Benning, GA.

In 2003 in Colombia, members of the Ca-
jibío Small Farmers Movement (Movimiento 
Campesino de Cajibío) deepened CLAC’s 
understanding of perhaps the most violent 
conflict inLatinAmerica in the last60years,
a conflict that the Clinton Administration
exacerbated with Plan Colombia. That Plan 
provides billions of dollars of military aid 
and features defoliation  reminiscent of the 
failed war in Viet Nam. The Plan is both 
a boondoggle and a misguided but quite 
deliberate militarization, impoverishing a 
whole society.  

CLAC’s political and moral compass 
points towards supporting the aspirations 

of ordinary people throughout the 
region.  CLAC’s argument is not 
with Republicans or Democrats in 
particular, nor only with Bush I and 
Bush II.  The Clinton Administration, 
with disastrous results, pushed Plan 
Colombia.  As lamentable, Clinton 
negotiated the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and got 
it ratified, practically eliminating
small-scale, self-sufficientagriculture
in Mexico, and thereby unleashing a 
whirlwind of negative effects.  

The Central America Free Trade 
Agreement, negotiated under Bush 
II, is similarly problematic, and will 
directly affect our Salvadoran sister 
community, La Estancia.  Former 
Representative James Walsh was 
effectively the deciding vote in favor 
of CAFTA.  So far under President 
Obama the Colombia FTA has been 
tabled, it is to be hoped permanently.  
But will Rep. Maffei  be a swing vote 

if the Colombia FTA is revived?  In the 
meantime, President Obama continues the 
misbegotten Colombia policy (see Ursula 
Rozum's article on p. 7) and notes also his 
weak response to last year’s Honduran 
coup.  La lucha, sin duda, continua.

The relationships with Cajibío, Es-
tancia, the Pastors for Peace Caravan (to 
Cuba), and other change-making people and 
communities in the Caribbean and Latin 
America motivate CLAC’s persistent and 
evolving efforts.  People from North and 
South meet at the juncture of their shared 
humanity, their openness to each other’s 
experience, and their willingness to stay with 
each other not just for a week’s delegation 
but for years and on into decades.

Jhon Campo is a member of the Small Farmers Movement of 
Cajibío, Colombia, which CLAC members first visited in 2003. 
Photo: Paul Weichselbaum.

Solidarity with Honduras!
Witness for Peace Delegation 

August 3-11
Stand in solidarity with the people of Hon-
duras at a critical stage in their struggle for 
justice and democracy. Gather first-hand
reports and return with testimony to help 
change the US policy that is bolstering 
this brutal regime. Contact Regional 
Organizer Vera Leone at (706) 405-1273 
or wfpma@witnessforpeace.org.
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Resistance Pulsing / from cover

Chris, a Syracuse native, working with 
Comunicador@s Populares por la Autonomia 
(www.comppa.org), is currently providing 
support to community radio in Garifuna, 
Honduras.

Committee for the Families of the Detained 
and Disappeared in Honduras (COFADEH) 
has confirmed 41 assassinations since the
coup. Due to the difficulty, now more than
ever, of confirming assassinations, the real
toll is surely much higher. 

Recent assassinations include Social 
Security union worker Vanesa Zapeda, 
teacher Blas López, Resistance members 
Julio Funes Benítez and Claudia Brizu-
ela, seven campesinos from the Unified
Campesino Movement of the Aguan 
Valley, and – most notably – teacher José 
Manuel Flores who was gunned down at 
work in front of students and colleagues. 
This wave of political violence confirms
claims that paramilitary death squads have 
been reactivated with the reported involve-
ment of another SOA graduate, Billy Joya 
Amendola. Joya is a former member of 

the 3-16 Battalion accused of torturing 
and disappearing activists in Honduras 
in the 1980s.

Far from Clinton’s disingenuous claim 
of a nonviolent return to “normality,” vio-
lence, fear and terror permeate the streets, 
the workplace, home and family life for most 
Hondurans. US and international complicity 
in the transfer of power and consolidation 
of the June 28 coup have facilitated this 
wave of violence. Such complicity has also 
provided immunity for the intellectual and 
material authors of these criminal acts, as 
well as for the continued pillaging of the 
country’s resources.

The Resistance borne out of the coup 
has changed Honduras, and irreversibly 
so. The coup unmasked where the people’s 
interests truly lay. This has divided family 
and communities, but has generated clarity, 
conviction and a new cohesion within the 
social movement that won’t be so easily 
undermined.

On March 14 in Honduras’ western 
highlands, the Civic Council of Indigenous 
and Popular Organizations (COPINH) 
and the Movement for the Refoundation 
of Honduras convened the first National
Popular Constitutional Convention. More 

than 1,000 delegates from campesino, 
indigenous, Garifuna, feminist, labor, 
student, LGBT and other organizations 
converged in La Esperanza to lay the 
groundwork for an assembly of a similar 
nature. The Convention’s date is set for 
June 28, 2010, marking one year from the 
plebiscite convened by Zelaya when the 
coup was carried out.

The absence of those who have been 
killed or who are now living in exile 
is a somber one.  But the energy, spirit 
and dignified rage that continue to pulse
through to the furthest corners of the 
country despite the continued repression 
are both tangible and contagious. There 
exists a growing understanding within 
the Resistance that they are not alone, 
but form part of a continent-wide struggle 
against US imperialism and against local 
and transnational oligarchies. For centuries 
these have pillaged the region’s resources, 
decimated peoples and cultures, destroyed 
hopes and erased history.  Throughout Latin 
America there is a struggle for memory, a 
struggle to recover a history that has been 
erased but not forgotten so that our dreams 
for another world, another way to live, may 
not be in vain.
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In prison and out, Nancy is active with the 
Caribbean/Latin America Coalition and 
Witness for Peace. She joins over a dozen 
others from Central New York who have done 
federal time for opposing the SOA.  

Illegal Reentry: Nancy Gwin Writes From 
Danbury Prison
Nancy Gwin

I
In January I was found guilty in Federal 
Court in Columbus, Georgia of “Illegal 
Reentry onto a United States Military Res-
ervation.” I have been incarcerated here at 
Danbury Federal Correctional Institution 
since March 8. The illegal reentry occurred 
last November when Fr. Louis Vitale, Ken 
Hayes, Michael Walli and I walked onto 
Fort Benning, a US Army base. On our 
way in we prayed and sang to close the 
taxpayer-funded School of the Americas 
housed there.

Before arriving here, I hoped I’d be 
able to keep the faces of my Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean brothers and sisters 
before my eyes. Would I be able to set 
aside my own loss of freedom and physi-
cal comfort, and my attachment to loved 
ones and community, to stay focused on 
outreach, organizing and prayer to close 
the SOA?

Finding those faces at Danbury FCI 
hasn’t been hard. According to one staff 
person, of the 1100+ women incarcerated 
in the “Big House,” at least 500 are here for 
immigration issues. They refer to Danbury 
as an “immigration station.” Most will 
serve their sentences and then be deported. 
Some, because of treaty arrangements, 
will finish their sentence in the country to
which they are deported.

I hear Spanish everywhere here – at 
meals, in the dorms, on the commissary 
line, on work assignments, over dominos 
or a jigsaw puzzle. The staff translates at 
faith services, at Admission and Orientation 
sessions, but never over the loudspeaker. 
There is little opportunity to learn English 
as a Second Language – although there are 
some GED classes in Spanish. Resources 
are limited.

I share my crime of “reentry” with many 
of the women. “Reentry” – once removed, 
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once warned, once de-
ported, you must not 
reenter. Even if your 
youngest child is 
eight, a US citizen, 
living in California 
without you. Even 
if you have never 
lived in the country 
to which you are 
being deported.

II
Are any of these women 
from countries whose 
military officers trained at the
SOA/WHINSEC? Yes. Referring 
only to women whose personal stories I’ve 
heard, I count Mexico, the Dominican 
Republic, Panama, Colombia, Brazil, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala.

Mercedes, stopped while driving, was 
charged with reentry in Arizona. Serving 30 
months, she’ll then be deported to Mexico. 
Her husband is a US citizen living in Los 
Angeles. They have five children, all US
citizens. Mercedes wept as she told me 
that her husband has had her phone calls 
blocked because her eight-year old is so 
distraught when she hears her voice.

LaSandra and I reminisced about Ni-
caragua and sang “Nicaraguita” together. 
Her sentence is 12 months and then depor-
tation. She has ten children, ages 15 to 27, 
living in Texas. The youngest six are US 
citizens; the oldest four are documented 
with working papers.

Andrea, in her early 20s, came to the 
US from Mexico with her parents when 
she was three. Her parents, documented 
permanent residents, never became US 
citizens and she isn’t one. Her younger 
siblings, born in the US, are citizens. 
Andrea has committed a drug crime and 
faces deportation upon release (although 
her sentence may be markedly reduced 
by a new disparity-in-sentencing law). 
At Danbury, she has completed her GED 
and now teaches other women. She has no 
family in Mexico.

Norma came to this country with her 
husband 25 years ago to escape genocide 

in Guatemala. She worked 
for 20 years cleaning 
houses. But recently 
her Green Card wasn’t 
renewed. After 11 
months’ incarceration, 
she’ll be deported to 
Guatemala. Her two 
children are both high 
school students and 

US citizens, as is her 
former husband.

So many children 
without their mothers 

and grandmothers. So many 
mothers yearning to parent 

their children. So much effort to 
call, to design cards, to crochet gifts, to 

write letters of advice and love.

III
Daily I’m reminded of the consequences 
of the US government’s “War Against 
Drugs.” Women whose drug offenses are 
nonviolent crimes of poverty and insecurity 
languish with painfully long sentences. My 
six-month sentence, now five, seems short
as I wait with these women to embrace a 
daughter, to reconcile with a son, to hold 
a grandchild. We wait and work with 
others on the outside to move a cautious 
Congress. We wait to hear that the new law 
correcting disparity in sentencing for crack 
and cocaine use will retroactively reduce 
sentences. We wait for cruel three-strikes 
laws to be tossed out, for immigration 
reform to include family reunification and
reasonable paths to citizenship. We wait 
for HR 2567 – the law to close the SOA 
– to pass.

CLAC would like to thank Rep. Dan Maffei 
for recently signing onto HR 2567.

Write to Nancy Gwin

Nancy Gwin, 94046-020
FCI Danbury

Federal Correctional Institution
Rt. 37

Danbury, CT 06811
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Donna, a member of the Syracuse-La Estancia 
Sister Community, has just returned from her 
third trip to La Estancia. 

Unidos en La Solidaridad - United in Solidarity
Donna Mühs-McCarten

In February 1993 eleven Central New 
Yorkers trudged over steep rocky paths and 
crossed rivers on foot in the province of 
Morazán, El Salvador in what they thought 
would be a one time 
visit. For four hours 
they carried medical 
and school supplies 
in heavy suitcases, 
filled also with other
necessities; no ve-
hicle access into the 
community existed at 
that time.  Accom-
panied by a Salva-
doran who had fled
his country’s civil 
war to escape deaths 
threats (living for a 
time in Syracuse, 
NY, before legally 
gaining admittance 
into Canada), the 
group was declared 
a “Sister Commu-
nity” by a revolu-
tionary priest. The 
journey continues to 
this day, seventeen 
years later.

In February of 
this year, the Syra-
cuse delegation still 
travelled to the same 
five caseríos (hamlets) only this time the 
roads have improved and a truck from 
Doctors of Global Health (DGH) partner 
group, Campesinos para el Desarrollo 
Humano (CDH – Peasants for Human 
Development), met us at the airport. Our 
bags were still filled with supplies for the
children and antibiotics for the clinic; our 
pockets carried checks from generous CNY 
contributors still aiding the widows and 
families of the former fighters for social
justice and reform.

At this year’s meeting, the participants 
sat on the patio of one of the closed school 
buildings in La Presa, one of the tiny caser-

íos. The twenty or more women and men 
gathered for our visit expressed their deep 
appreciation for all that sister community 
coordinator Shirley Novak  and others from 
the Caribbean/Latin American Coalition 
(CLAC) have done for the people of these 

caseríos in northeastern El Salvador.
Early in the 12-year civil war, the women 

of La Estancia had formed a group, the 
Congregation of Mothers, to increase their 
chances of survival – growing chickens, 
rabbits and sowing crops cooperatively.  
Another important function was to ac-
company their villagers who feared disap-
pearances by the repressive government, 
and to travel on foot to the dreaded police 
barracks demanding the release of their 
loved ones who were disappeared.  It was 
this government and its military that were 
responsible for the murders of Monsignor 
Oscar Romero and others, including those 
nine hundred plus victims of the horrible 
massacre in El Mozote in 1981, a hamlet 
not very far away from Estancia. 

“The war is over. We have fought the 

lion and now the government is ours,” say 
our hosts, “but the pain remains. Finally, 
three generations later, we have the land 
and we must do much with it.”  With the 
historic 2009 election of Maurico Funes of 
the FMLN party (Farabundo Marti National 

Liberation Front: 
the leftist oppo-
sition force that 
became a legal 
poli t ical  party 
with the negoti-
ated peace), our 
hosts say that this 
election is what the 
people had been 
hoping for dur-
ing the war. “We 
now have hope 
in our local and 
national govern-
ments. We have 
no jobs; we are as 
poor as can be, but 
we have a dignified
relationship with 
our government 
and are working 
together toward 
solutions. We have 
a strong culture 
and tasks which 
include education 
and health. You, 
the Sister Com-
munity, are holding 

our hands, like parents. You are our moral 
support.” 

Projects indeed are moving forward 
with improved access to medical care, roads 
now being built directly to the schools, and 
electricity is on its way. These proud inde-
pendent people still rely on a subsistence 
economy aided by our efforts and solidar-
ity with them. Poverty, land reform, poor 
nutrition, illiteracy and continual medical 
issues follow them as they undertake new 
plans for further development. 

At the same time, many projects are 
initiated by the Congregation of Mothers. 
With our dollars the women raise chickens 
and sell the eggs at the markets. Family 
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continued on next page

One of the members of the Congregation of Mothers at the “molina” grinding corn for the villagers. 
Photo: Donna Muhs-McCarten
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Doug has been to Cuba five times between 1992 and 2003 and
has friends there. Locally, he supports Pastors for Peace’s many 
visits to Syracuse as part of their Friendshipments to Cuba. For 
more information go to www.pastorsforpeace.org

What’s Next? Reviews of Books on Cuba
Doug Igelsrud

Cuba: What 
Everyone Needs to 
Know
Julia E. Sweig, Oxford 
University Press, 2009
Although Julia Sweig is a 
staff person at the Council 
on Foreign Relations, her first
trip to Cuba was with Fidel’s 
friend Saul Landau when she 
was a student at the University 
of California at Santa Cruz. 
The CFR hired Sweig for her 
broad knowledge of Cuban 
history.

Written in question/answer 
format, Cuba is an informed and 
honest review of Cuba’s history 
and its relationship with the United States. Sweig believes 
US-Cuba policy is driven by US domestic concerns and serves 
neither Cuban nor US interests.

Last August I encountered Sweig at “Cuba Week” at the 
Chautauqua Institute; she was one of the program organizers.  
For interviews with some of the presenters, including the for-
mer Canadian ambassador to Cuba, check feeds.feedburner.
com/chautauquapodcasts/. Excellent stuff!

Without Fidel: A Death Foretold in Miami, 
Havana, and Washington
Ann Louise Bardach, Scribner, 2009
Veteran Cuba journalist Ann Louise Bardach’s Without Fidel is 
a fascinating sequel to her earlier, Cuba Confidential – which 
among other things gave a detailed description of key Cuban 
figures. According to Bardach, she was denied entry into
Cuba for the sequel, not because of her political analysis, but 
because she had gotten too personal reporting about Castro’s 
private life.  

Without Fidel presents an extensive account of Castro’s 
epic struggle to survive his potentially fatal encounter with 
peritonitis (abdominal infection). It also provides more in-
formation about his personal life and about his current health 
and role in governing the country. It describes in detail the 
“far right” in Miami and their impact on US-Cuba policy; it 
includes profiles of CIA-trained terrorists Orlando Bosch and
Luis Posada Carriles. Excellent objective journalism.

Dateline Havana: the Real Story of U.S. 
Policy and the Future of Cuba
Reese Erlich, PoliPoint Press, 2009
Dateline Havana is introduced by Stephen Kinzer and is rec-
ommended by Walter Cronkite and Margaret Randall. Erlich 
has been reporting on Cuba since 1968 when he was writing 
for “Ramparts” magazine and a member of SDS (Students for 
a Democratic Society). He provides detailed profiles of all the
key players in US-Cuba policy as well as information about 
Cuban life today. (One of his interviews is with a friend of mine, 
a percussionist with the National Symphony of Cuba.) Erlich 
also profiles members of the dissident community living in Cuba
and concludes with a chapter, “Prospects for Change.”

gardens, as well as the raising of a few calves, also supplement 
their diets. The expert weaving of hammocks and purses bring in 
much needed cash, as does the successful operation of a molina, 
a mill for grinding corn for tortillas.  Operated cooperatively 
by the Mothers, it was purchased a few years ago with start up 
funding from the Syracuse hermanamiento. 

With great hope for their future, teenagers have now formed 
youth groups patterned on the organizational skills and leader-
ship of their parents. Their youth projects include a traditional 
dance group and the production of handicrafts. Over many 
years, the Sister Community has been funding five scholarships
per year enabling worthy young people to attend high school, 
an improbability for most. These recipients staff the now well 
used library, non existent before our group’s efforts. Teachers 
and mothers who once taught their young under trees during 
the war under threat of their lives, now see their children at-

tending universities, teaching others and continuing la lucha, 
the struggle for human rights and justice.  

It is a tribute to the perseverance of La Estancia’s people 
and the Sister Community’s coordinator, Shirley Novak, that 
the caserios now have a physician of their own. After six years 
of medical school in Cuba, Dr. Juan Carlos Martínez has re-
turned to the community to serve the needs of its people in a 
CDH clinic, aided by DGH volunteers and funding, with some 
support from the Sister Community. Discrimination of the poor 
in the hospitals is still a problem; medical testing and travel to 
referral medical offices and hospitals is expensive. To assist
with medical, food and housing emergency needs, the Sister 
Community’s annual emergency fund to each caserío fluctuates
between $250-$350, depending on local funds raised.

The work in La Estancia continues amid hardships and 
progress. As one villager stated, “We walk into the future, taking 
double steps now. We keep walking… we keep walking.”  May 
we continue to walk with them in hope and in solidarity.

Unidos en La Solidaridad / from previous page
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CSA-CNY 2010 Season

Sign up TODAY!!
www.csacny.org

Vegetable, Egg, and
Flower Shares available!

CSA-CNY celebrates its 12th season connecting
CNY with local, organic, farm fresh produce.

Sign-up deadline June 1st 

     

4471 E Genesee St. DeWitt   
Corner of Erie Blvd 

446-0326   
 Mon: 12-6 

Tues-Sat: 10-6 

Distinctive, fairly traded handmade gifts,

home garden & patio décor,  
 chocolates, 

coffee,      
soups &

teas

Marketplace
Fair World

www.FairWorldMarketplace.com 

TheFolkus
Project of Central New York

 

Upcoming Shows at May Memorial UU Society 
(800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Long Time 
Courting
May 7 / Traditional ballads, 
jigs, and reels, with strings and
rich harmonies.

Andrew 
and Noah
VanNorstrand
May 21 / The phenoms from
Fulton return to end our
2009-10 season!

Above start at 8 p.m.  Info at
www.folkus.org

Also, Second
Saturday Series
at the Westcott
Community 
Center: Amy
Gallatin and
Stillwaters
(May 8) 
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well as Onondaga County Execu-
tive Joanne Mahoney.

Recently they were collec-
tively awarded the EPA’s Environ-
mental Quality Award. Through 
the years SPC has worked as an 
ally, especially to the POC and 
the Onondaga Nation. We con-
gratulate them on a hard-earned, 
well-deserved honor. 

Nuclear Power: 
Exposing the Lies

Massachusetts antinuclear activist 
Randy Kehler’s speaking tour in 
CNY provided an opportunity to 
engage the Post-Standard editorial board 
in a dialogue on nuclear power. Randy’s 
compelling information regarding Entergy 
corporation’s recently publicized lies and 
mismanagement of the Vermont Yankee 
power plant provided local activists Diane 
Swords and Jessica Maxwell with the 
perfect opportunity to question Entergy’s 
practices in NYS, where it owns the Fitz-
patrick reactor near Oswego and the Indian 
Point reactors downstate. Post-Standard 

editors Fred Fiske and Paul Reide listened 
attentively, asked questions and engaged in 
a lively discussion. We hope such efforts 
will create more critical debate of nuclear 
power in CNY. Contact Jessica.

Colleen Kattau heading to 
Venezuela

Central New York's favorite bi-lingual 
chanteuse, Colleen Kattau, will be repre-

senting the CNY SOA Abolitionists at an 
international "Encuentro" of anti-School 
of the Americas activists from the US 
and throughout Latin America for five
days in late June in Venezuela.

Colleen – with the late Jolie Christine 
Rickman – produced "Sing It Down," a 
CD calling for the closing of the SOA. A 
longtime Latin America solidarity activ-
ist, every November Colleen sings on 
stage at the Close the SOA convergence 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia. 

Plowshares Craftsfair 
Application Deadline 

Approaching
Yes, it’s only spring, but applications 
are now available for the 40th Annual 
Plowshares Craftsfair & Winter Peace 
Festival. Scheduled for December 4-5, 
2010 at Nottingham High School, the 
application deadline is Monday, May 
17 for both craftspeople and community 
groups. Applications received after the 
deadline will be placed on a waiting list. 
Download an application at peacecouncil.
net/plowshares or have one sent from our 
office, 472-5478.

Resisting Occupation, Constructing Peace
Imagine watching your home being bull-
dozed. Your legal and physical resistance 
has been ignored. You may or may not be 
given an hour to remove your family’s 
possessions when the bulldozer, accompa-
nied by government officials and soldiers,
arrives in the early morning. Before your 
eyes your home, your land, your roots have 
been torn away.

After the 1967 war, Israel occupied 
the entire Palestinian territory (Gaza, East 
Jerusalem, and the West Bank), and sought 
to create “facts on the ground.” Through 
the continued growth of Israeli settlements, 
the construction of Israeli-only highways 
and the expropriation of land for “security 
reasons,” Israel has expanded its presence 
and control in the Occupied Territory. At the 
same time, over 20,000 Palestinian homes 
have been destroyed and a separation bar-
rier (The Wall) has been built to separate 
the Palestinians from the Israelis. 

In 1998 an Israeli organization, The 
Israel Committee Against House Demolitions 
(ICAHD), was organized to nonviolently 
resist the demolition of Palestinian homes. 

The Committee includes members of many 
Israeli peace and human rights organiza-
tions and its work is coordinated with local 
Palestinian organizations. It resists Israeli 
land expropriation, settlement expansion 
and by-pass road construction.

 ICAHD’s goal is to end Israel’s illegal 
occupation and bring a just and sustain-
able peace to Israelis and Palestinians. 
Its grassroots work gives its members 
credibility and insight into the conflict as
they reach out to diplomats, fact-finding
missions, the public and the media within 
Israel (see icahd.org). 

The work of ICAHD has expanded 
to include helping Palestinians file police
claims, deal with Israeli authorities and 
present legal challenges to Israeli actions 
and policies in the Occupied Territories. As 
efforts to bring the reality of the occupa-
tion to Israeli society expanded, ICAHD 
realized that support from the international 
community could be a valuable asset. 

And that’s where we come in.  Members 
of the CNY Working for a Just Peace in 
Palestine and Israel heard ICAHD-USA 

organizer, Jimmy Johnson, when he spoke 
in Syracuse last fall. We realized that the 
goals of our two groups were in sync and 
were impressed with the work ICAHD was 
doing  in the US. We're inspired to do some 
fundraising on their behalf. Stay tuned!

- Ann Tiffany

SPC in action / from page 4

ICAHD volunteers helped rebuild two homes 
in the village of Shukba (in the Central West 
Bank) that had been demolished by the Israeli 
Authorities. Photo: ICADH.org

SPC salutes the bold Syracuse University students challenging 
the decision to invite JP Morgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon as 
their commencement speaker. We’ve offered support and 
encouragement as they’ve sought to reverse this step which so 
deeply contradicts SU’s “Insights Incite Change” slogan. See 
peacecouncil.net/dimon for more. Photo: Leslie Feinberg
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