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Salvage Our Tattered Constitution:
Close Guantanamo and the SOA

Ed Kinane

  
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
redress of grievances.

–The First Amendment of the US Constitution

Long before Guantanamo prison opened in 2002, there was the 
School of the Americas. That notorious anti-insurgency training 
camp at Fort Benning, Georgia, was founded in 1946. Under 
one name or another, the SOA has been promoting torture and 
other terrorist tactics – as “official US Army doctrine” – for
decades.

Guantanamo targets enemies–or supposed enemies–of the 
US empire in the Middle East. The SOA targets enemies–or 

supposed enemies – of the US empire in Latin America. Both 
subvert the US Constitution.

Standing Against Torture
In September 1997 several of us (a potter, a Jesuit priest, a Ro-
man Catholic nun and Syracuse’s Kathleen Rumpf) were arrested 
for stenciling “SOA=Torture” on Benning’s main entrance sign. 
That equation had been confirmed by the torture manuals, secret
textbooks (outed in 1996 through the Freedom of Information 
Act) that the SOA used for instructing its students, mostly Latin 
American military officers. The five of us each served about a 
year in federal prison for seeking to expose US torture.

Torture doesn’t just happen in the remote prisons of empire; 
it can happen here at home. In the Syracuse Public Safety Build-
ing unruly or mentally ill prisoners used to be shackled and hung 
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and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
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nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
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Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
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resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to 
the needs of us all.
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Why Pay for War?
Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00 pm
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

What if all those who opposed the 
Iraq War refused to pay for it? SPC 
has long supported conscientious 
objection to serving in war and to 
paying for it. Come learn about war 
tax resistance as one way to live 
out your beliefs in creating a more 
peaceful and just world. 

Refreshments. Free. 472-5478.

Hundreds marched through downtown Syracuse protesting the 
invasion of Iraq on March 20, 2003. Don’t miss this year’s March 
on Thursday, March 19. Photo: Mike Greenlar

Out of the Voting Booths 
and Into the Streets

Obama’s recent decision to send an ad-
ditional 17,000 troops to Afghanistan is 
a confirmation that community organiza-
tions and peace groups need to continue to 
push for change in US foreign policy. As 
people in our community and around the 
world struggle to make ends meet during 
a devastating economic crisis, Thursday, 
March 19 will mark the beginning of the 
7th year of the US occupation of Iraq. Please 
join us in a march to demand an end to US 
occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
a shift from bloated military spending to 
meet human needs.

We will gather at noon at the park at 
the corner of Adams St. and S. Salina St., 
downtown, and march to the federal build-
ing, stopping at key offices along the way.
Please consider making sandwich board style 
signs to wear with slogans related to end-
ing the war and building a peace economy. 

The march will finish at the
Federal Building with a brief 
rally ending at 1 pm. Contact 
Carol or Jessica.

March on the 
Pentagon:     

Saturday, March 21
SPC will send a bus to the 
national March on the Pen-
tagon, Saturday, March 21. 
The bus will leave at 1 am 
and return very late Satur-
day night. Seats are $40-75 
sliding scale ($50 covers 
the actual cost of the seat, 
$75 will enable us to offer 
some reduced price seats). 
Reserve your seat soon as we 
only have one bus reserved. 
For march details and a list 
of sponsoring groups, visit 

www.PentagonMarch.org. To reserve your 
seat, contact Jessica.

Persevering for a Just Peace 
in Palestine and Israel

The recent upswing in organizing 
on Palestine and Israel has contin-
ued with a group meeting twice 
monthly to lay the groundwork 
for ongoing work. On February 
19, 30 people heard Gaza native 
and SU graduate student Raed 
Sharif talk about what life has 
been like in his homeland, and 
SPC activist Brent Bleier shared 
his experiences from a recent 
visit to Israel. Some ideas under 
discussion for local action include 
concerted grassroots educational 
efforts, pressuring federal elected 
officials and developing a study
group. New folks are welcome. 
Contact Andy.

Hope in a Time of Turmoil 
“I think that we continue to bet on hope. 
We are not resigned to accept a present 
that is exclusive and repressive…Art invites 
us to freedom…to dreaming–to that right 
to dream that cannot be taken away from 
us. If we lose this we lose everything. We 
dream and work in the search for this better 
world that we deserve.”
-Colombian artist Jafeth Gomez Ledesma

This piece “Charango” (a small South American stringed 
instrument) is part of Jafeth’s series Otras Huellas...otros 
Mundos (Other traces other worlds)

A collaboration between ArtRage Gal-
lery, CNY-Cajibio Sister Partnership, the 
Caribbean/Latin America Coalition of 
CNY (a partner organization of SPC), the 
Casita Cultural Center Project at Syracuse 
University and the CORA Foundation 
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with funding support from the Cultural 
Resources Council has brought Jafeth to 
CNY for three weeks. His work is cur-
rently on exhibit at ArtRage, with several 
upcoming community events:
• Tuesday, March 3 at 7 pm: Film screen-
ing of Plan Colombia and presentation 
• Thursday, March 5 at 7 pm: Meet 
the Artist and presentation
• Friday, March 6 at 8 pm: Good-bye 
Fiesta and fundraiser – featuring Music by 
Colleen Kattau and Some Guys 

Strike for Peace Sunday, 
March 1!

As we go to press we already have 
36 teams registered for SPC’s 2009 
Bowlathon, taking place Sunday, March 
1, at Flamingo Bowl (7239 Oswego 
Rd., Liverpool). We anticipate a total 
of over 40 teams participating in two 
sessions. Session A bowls 12:30-2:30 
pm (please arrive by noon to sign in 
and get shoes); Session B bowls 3-5 
pm (please arrive by 2:30 pm). If you 
haven’t registered yet, walk-ins are 
also welcome. Always a good time for 
all ages, the bowlathon is also SPC’s 
first fundraiser of the year, bringing
in much needed financial support.
Contact Jessica. 

Activist Appreciation: 
Carole Resnick

Long-time activist, strong political thinker 
and writer, top-notch facilitator, organic 
gardener, dedicated parent and problem 
solver, Carole has rejoined SPC’s Steering 
Committee after a hiatus of several years. 
Her organizing passions are the politics of 
food, free trade, Israel-Palestine and sup-
porting the traditional government of the 
Onondaga Nation. She also works on SPC’s 
program committee, cooks for each SPC 
Birthday Dinner and is an integral part of 
revising the Neighbor to Neighbor, Nation to 
Nation booklet (on the relationship between 
the Onondaga Nation and CNY). 

Thank you, Carole, for your work 
and spirit!

Muslim Solidarity 
On February 26, the CNY Bill of Rights 
Defense Campaign sponsored a showing 
of the documentary Waiting for Mercy: 
The Case Against Yassin Aref and Moham-
med Hossain, along with an appearance 
by the filmmaker, Ellie Bernstein. This
event was in recognition of the February 
26th six years ago, when 150 Muslim and 
Arab families in the Syracuse area were 
aggressively interrogated by federal and 
local law enforcement agents as part of 
the investigation of Dr. Dhafir. We mark
this day to make a statement that selective, 

insensitive and discriminatory treatment 
is not acceptable in our community.

The film is about an FBI sting
operation that took place in Albany, 
New York in 2004 that was designed 
to entrap two Muslim men (who had 
no prior criminal history) and portray 
them as potential terrorists. The men 
were convicted of supporting terrorism 
and sentenced to 15 years in prison. 
There are many questions about the 
case that remain.

To learn more about the CNY 
Bill of Rights Defense Campaign, 
contact Carol.

Farewell Miriam
Longtime SPC supporter Miriam Bieling 
passed away on January 30, 2009. Her 
commitment to SPC continues through 
the many contributions of her son Herm, 
who first came to an SPC meeting with
his parents over 40 years ago.
Longtime SPC staffperson and now 

Syracuse Cultural Workers Publisher Dik 
Cool recalls the fundraising dinners hosted 
by Miriam and her late husband Herman 
at their Lafayette homestead in the early 
1970s. “Miriam would set up a big table 
in the side yard. All the food was organic 
(from their garden), long before ‘organic’ 
was a common word.” For the 700th PNL 
in 1974 (misnumbered as we realized years 
later), Miriam and Herman wrote “SPC is 
the one source in the area which speaks the 
Truth for the common person; where one 
can go to discuss all the issues confront-
ing us….”  In the fall Miriam moved to an 
assisted living center where she organized 
a discussion group. Our thoughts go out 
to Herm and his family.

Carole Resnick shares her thoughts at the SPC Strategic 
Planning Retreat on February 7. Photo: Chuck Lochner

NOON Plugs Away
Nearly a year and a half ago a federal judge 
in Albany heard arguments in the Onondaga 
Land Rights Action, the case in which the 
Onondaga Nation is seeking recognition 
that its land was taken illegally in the late 
1700s and early 1800s. No decision has yet 
been made, since Judge Kahn is waiting to 
hear whether the federal government will 
join the Onondagas in their suit. During 
this time of legal limbo, Neighbors of 
the Onondaga Nation has continued our 
educational and advocacy work seeking 
justice for the Onondagas and environ-
mental restoration (see page 8). In March 
we’ll staff an educational outreach table 
at Carousel Mall. Contact Andy.

Carole speaks, writes and acts. Her 
2003 PNL article on “The Takeover of the 
‘Organic’ Food Market” became one of our 
most reprinted articles ever. Recently she 
co-coordinated food for SPC’s weekend 
retreat, preparing vegan meals of (mostly) 
locally and organically grown foods. She 
has supported the traditional government of 
the Onondaga Nation for many years and 
is helping create a workshop for activists 
on working as allies.

Just before Israel’s attack on Gaza in 
December, she wrote the to PeaceList email 
listserv: “As a Jew who has felt the respon-
sibility to stand up against the occupation, 
I am coming to realize much more clearly 
that this problem belongs to all of us. I am 
asking that our political community take 
on this ongoing, US-funded war in our 
work.” There is now a group starting to 
do just that (see page 3).
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Mary and Rick were in Baghdad from 2003 
to 2005, then lobbied Congress to end the 
Iraq war for the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation for two years. They 
live in Maine.

Iraq is Beautiful
but what does that have to do with anything?

Mary Trotochaud and              
Rick McDowell

Jon Alvarez, formerly a dogged “anti-
Peace Council” activist and currently a 
US Army soldier in Iraq, recently sent 
the accompanying postcard to SPC. In 
case you have trouble reading his note, his 
basic message is: everything is wonderful 
now that the US has liberated Iraq. Jon 
ends with the message “It’s great to see it 
all first hand and to see how truly wrong
you all were.”

There is one part of this message 
with which we and Jon can agree: Iraq 
is beautiful. 

Mostly, his message is disturbing. 
It misrepresents Iraqi reality. It claims a 
success for this war that is untrue. Our 
own experience in Iraq and recent phone 

conversations with Iraqi friends portray a 
much different picture of what the war and 
occupation has brought to Iraq.

Displacement of Freedom     
and Security
When we speak of security in Iraq, one 
thing is certain – security is relative. Ev-
ery Iraqi we’ve spoken to in the past few 
months says that security has improved. 
People are able to get out and move around 
a bit more…but. 

These statements are always quali-
fied. In Baghdad, where blast walls have
gone up around government buildings, 
schools, markets, hotels, banks and other 
buildings, and concrete barriers surround 
each neighborhood, some walls are com-
ing down. Our friend Rashad spoke to us 
of the concrete walls coming down in her 
neighborhood, which means that she no 
longer has to walk for blocks to visit her 
nearby neighbors. But she cautions that 
the walls that separate one neighborhood 
from another remain and Baghdad is a 
segregated city. 

The ethnic cleansing that has taken 
place over the past couple of years has 
resulted in a very different city than six 
years ago. Few neighborhoods remain 
mixed and an estimated 2.8 million Iraqis 
are displaced inside Iraq. For many, their 
family homes, in the neighborhoods where 
their parents and grandparents grew up, are 
inaccessible. The shared ethnic and religious 
diversity of Iraq which made the society 
culturally rich is shattered. Can this wary 
calm of displacement and segregation be 
called freedom? 

Much of the violence that has wracked 
the country has abated. But again this is 
relative. During the worst period (2005), 
the estimate of suicide bombings was 478. 
In 2008 there were over 115. A substantial 
decrease, but to those who are in the “wrong 
place at the wrong time” these statistics are 
meaningless. Our good friend Samir was 
dining at a restaurant in Kirkuk before last 
Christmas when a suicide bomb gutted the 
building, killing at least 61 and injuring 75. 

continued on next page
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Samir and a friend were among the lucky 
ones who survived with injuries. Samir 
wrote: “It was a truly horrific scene to see
with your own eyes: flying bodies that were
scattered here and there, including parts 
of your own, and the smell of gunpowder 
filling the place. People who only mo-
ments before sought only happiness were 
suddenly bleeding, mutilated, burned and 
their bodies dismembered.” 

When we ask friends if we can return 
to Iraq, they joyfully respond yes, return… 
but.

Fr. Yusef says, “It is 
safer for us Iraqis, but it 
is not yet safe enough for 
you to return.” Our former 
neighbor Ramsey asks us if 
we remember what Baghdad 
was like in 2004 and 2005 
when the ethnic cleansing 
started and suicide/car 
bombs and kidnappings in-
creasingly forced thousands 
of Iraqis out of their homes 
and country. He continues, 
“Today is better than last 
year or the year before, it 
is more like it was in 2005 
when you were here and 
forced to leave.” 

Exodus
The enormous displacement 
of people from their homes 
is catastrophic. In addition 
to the internally displaced, an estimated 
2.4 million Iraqis are refugees, living 
predominately in neighboring countries. 
Since 2006, only 290,000 internally dis-
placed or refugees have returned to their 
homes. Much of Iraq’s educated middle 
class has left. 

It is impossible to completely under-
stand the impact this diaspora has on a 
society. When families are forced to flee
their communities, they leave behind homes 
which are often taken over by other people. 
Friendships are destroyed and families 
are split apart. Children’s education is 
disrupted. Family income is lost as jobs 
become inaccessible. Access to the food 
ration is disrupted. In a country where most 
people are unemployed or underemployed, 
the government food ration keeps an es-
timated 7.5 million people from hunger.
According to a doctor we spoke with last 
week, the food ration has dropped from 

10-12 items to only three. 
The enormous exodus of health and 

education professionals from the country 
has left hospitals with few senior staff and 
schools without teachers. This means that 
new interns, like our friend Mohammed, are 
doing rounds with few if any senior doctors 
to train them and are treating casualties 
from car bombings without any emergency 
room training. He, like many other young 
educated Iraqis, is looking for educational 
opportunities and jobs outside of Iraq, not 
by choice but by necessity. Who will rebuild 
the most important systems in Iraq? 

Iraqis Piecing Iraq Back 
Together
There are over 1 million widows in Iraq 
struggling to feed and raise children. There 
are countless women whose husbands 
have disappeared or been imprisoned. 
Over a million Iraqis have died since the 
US invaded. Each person was a mother, 
father, sister or brother or child to someone. 
Untold numbers have been injured and 
will bear emotional and physical scars 
for a lifetime.

Violence against women and girls is 
widespread and increasing, 
with 21% of women report-
ing experiencing physical 
violence in the home. In 
Baghdad, less than 30% 
of children aged 6-11 have 
regularly attended school 
in the past two months. 
Only 31% of homes in 
Iraq’s second largest city, 
Basrah, have reliable access 
to clean water. 

 After almost six years 
of war, no Iraqi has been 
left unscathed. Many have 
lost homes, jobs, friends, 
neighbors and family. For 
the children of Iraq their 
future has been gravely or 
irreparably compromised 
because of the violence and 
death they have witnessed 
or suffered. The poverty and 

lack of food and clean water 
they’ve endured, the injuries 
borne, the disruption or end 

of education they will live with. 
Displacement, separation, bereave-

ment: how long does it take for people to 
heal and go on with life? What measure 
of peace or freedom can come from this 
kind of suffering? 

In the end, Jon is right about one 
thing: Iraqis “are working to make this 
a better place to live.” They, of course, 
are the only ones who can make Iraq a 
better place to live. They are doing this 
not because of the US invasion and oc-
cupation of Iraq but in spite of it. They are 
working around the obstacles of occupa-
tion. They are working over the sorrows 
of loss. They are working because it is 
their country, their homes, their families 
and their lives. 

It is time for the foreign soldiers to 
come home and get out of the Iraqis’ way 
so they can rebuild and move on.

Iraq / from previous page

Iraqi widows receive food handouts in Baghdad’s Adhamiyah District, November 19, 
2008. Photo: 2nd Lt. Brendan McNichol on flickr

Of the 2.4 million Iraqis who have 
been forced to flee their country, only
a tiny fraction will be relocated to new 
countries. For them, the daily fears of 
death and destruction are past but at the 
cost of separation from family and friends. 
Many struggle to find work and deal with
depression and loneliness. They are still 
the lucky ones as millions remain refugees 
in countries where they cannot work and 
will not be given citizenship. 

Increasingly, Iraqis in exile live in 
poverty spending the last of their sav-
ings to survive. They will not be given 
asylum. They look at a future that holds 
two probabilities. They could end up like 
the Palestinian refugees unable to return 
home and unable to become citizens 
elsewhere. Alternatively, if or when they 
return to Iraq, many will be homeless as 
they have sold their homes or others have 
taken them over.
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Anna is a Jewish USer who has documented 
human rights abuses and supported nonviolent 
direct action in the West Bank. She wrote 
Witness in Palestine, lectures frequently and 
blogs at annainthemiddleeast.com.

Palestinian Women
and the Struggle for Real Peace 

Anna Baltzer

Before each of my trips to the Middle East, 
friends back home are always concerned 
for my safety and comfort as a woman. 
When I answer that my greatest threat 
comes from Israeli soldiers and settlers, 
people are often taken aback—what they 
are really wondering is what life is like for 
women living in a predominantly Muslim 
community. As an outsider, however, that 
is not a question I can answer. I can never 
know what my female Palestinian neigh-
bors experience because foreign women 
have a sort of special status in Palestine: 
we enjoy many of the privileges of be-
ing female without the same restrictions 
imposed on local women. What I can say, 
however, is that some of the most inspir-
ing and independent women I’ve ever 
met have been Palestinian. Each one has 
a story of struggle—as a woman and as a 
Palestinian—and also of survival. Take, 
for example, my friend Fatima. 

The daughter of refugees from Ager 
village (in present-day Israel), Fatima 
Khaldi spent her early years in Rafah camp 
in the Gaza Strip until her family moved to 
Saudi Arabia in search of a better life. An 
outsider in both places, Fatima’s already 
difficult life became even harder when
she was once beaten with a metal skewer 
in the left leg, which permanently stunted 
its growth. After Fatima’s father died, the 
family was left without a breadwinner and 
returned to Gaza. When it came time for 
college, Fatima was instead sent to work 
in a sewing factory to support her younger 
siblings. But she had bigger dreams. 

Determined, Fatima took two jobs 
to put herself through school, studying 
during the day and splitting her free time 
between caring for orphans and caring for 
the elderly. She founded the first campus
group at Jerusalem Open University, a club 
for female social work students like herself. 
After graduation, she worked as everything 
from a political organizer to a nurse for drug 

addicts. While tak-
ing care of disabled 
people, she met the 
man she would later 
marry, a blind mu-
sician, and, when 
the young couple 
moved to his village 
of Qarawat Bani 
Hassan near Haris, 
Fatima started the 
village’s firstkinder-
garten. Meanwhile, 
she began work-
ing at the Working 
Women’s Society 
in Nablus, raising 
awareness among 
women about hu-
man, social, and 
worker’s rights. 

Life in Qarawat 
was never easy. 
Fatima’s husband was controlling, unsup-
portive, and physically and emotionally 
abusive. Then, after the Second Intifada 
began, checkpoints consistently disrupted 
Fatima’s commute to work, and she was 
forced to leave her job in Nablus. Shortly 
thereafter, her husband left her for another 
woman. Alone with five small children in
conservative Qarawat, Fatima longed for 
the support of her own family, whom she 
hadn’t seen in over a decade. But because 
Israel does not allow free travel between 
the West Bank and Gaza, Fatima knew 
that if she left the West Bank—even just 
for a visit—she might never be allowed to 
return to her children. 

Always a survivor, Fatima overcame 
her daunting obstacles with strength and 
perseverance, and that same year joined 
with two other women from the village of 
Salfit to form Women for Life (WFL), an 
organization dedicated to empowering local 
women in their struggle “to live in a free, 
just, and democratic society.” I met Fatima 
the year after WFL began, and she has since 
become one of my closest friends here. I’ve 
watched her organization grow from three to 
more than 200 members, meeting regularly 
to participate in, among other things, legal 
and leadership workshops, job training, 
domestic violence awareness, and creative 
nonviolent resistance to the Occupation. 

Over the years, I have come to see 
Fatima’s life as a microcosm of the story of 
Palestinian women today: fighting a battle
on multiple fronts. Fatima’s leg is the least 
of her handicaps; she is also a woman living 
in a traditional, patriarchial society, and a 
Palestinian living under a brutal military 
occupation. But in spite of the obstacles, 
women have long been prominent in the 
Palestinian struggle for peace—real peace, 
not simply the absence of war. 

Women from areas of conflict have
found the conventional description of 
peace—the opposite of violent military 
force—insufficient. According to Peace-
Women Across the Globe: 

Peace is best understood in terms of 
“Human security,” [which is] the combi-
nation of: 

Economic security, Food security, 
Health security, Environmental security, 
Personal security, Community security 
and Political security. 

Each component of human security 
is threatened in Palestine, but groups like 
Women for Life address these issues 
along with the injustice of the Occupation. 
Palestinian women have been crucial in 
the struggle to overcome the devastation 

Fatima speaks at a demonstration against the wall in Rafat, West Bank in 
2005. Photo: Anna Baltzer

continued on bottom of next page
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that remains even throughout ceasefires and peace talks:
the emotional trauma, the destruction of culture, domestic 
violence, economic hardship, disease, and other issues rarely 
addressed by heads of state at the bargaining table. 

The prominence of Palestinian women outside of the 
traditional role of homemaking is also growing. The per-
centage of Palestinian parliamentary seats held by women 
is quickly approaching that of Israel and the United States 
(although still far from Europe and various African coun-
tries), in part due to successful lobbying for election quotas 
by Palestinian women’s organizations. With 40% of adult 
Palestinian men in the Occupied Territories having spent 
some time in Israeli prisons or detention centers, women 
have often had to become the primary breadwinners for 
their families. They are also more able to move around to 
work than their husbands, since screenings of women at 
checkpoints tend to be less thorough. The transition from 
homemaking to the labor force by Palestinian women is 
made easier by their traditionally high levels of education. 
Palestinian society was the first in the Arab world to offer
female students equal education opportunities and women 
are now in the majority at Palestinian universities. 

Many other women working against injustice in Israel/
Palestine are located west of the Green Line. Israel-based 
groups like New Profile, Machsom Watch, and ASWAT (a
Palestinian lesbian group based in Haifa) work tirelessly 
alongside women in the Occupied Territories in the struggle 
for real peace and human security for all people in the region: 
women and men, Palestinians and Jewish Israelis.

Palestinian women / from previous page

Onondaga Nation Officially Recognized 
as a Trustee for Onondaga Lake
In January our state and federal 
governments took an important 
step forward in recognizing 

the Onondaga Nation’s role as stewards of the natural 
world. The New York State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC), the Onondaga Nation and the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) have formed a 
trustee council that will assess natural resource injuries 
at the Onondaga Lake Superfund site and plan and 
implement restoration activities for the lake and the 
associated watershed.   

The formation of the Onondaga Lake Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment and Restoration Trustee 
Council is an important step in the process of addressing 
natural resource injuries to the lake. Trustees, under the 
Superfund law, are permitted to make claims on behalf 
of the public and negotiate settlements to address envi-
ronmental damage caused by the release of hazardous 
substances. Injuries can include ecological, recreational 
and cultural losses. Any resulting funds must be used 
for restoration projects.

The Trustees are equal partners on the council, relat-
ing on a government-to-government basis.

Onondagas and supporters gather at the shore of Onondaga Lake, the birthplace 
of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy to mark the UN International Day of Peace, 
September 20, 2007. Kent Lyons is speaking. Photo: Andy Mager

“This is an important step towards healing old wounds and 
advancing the serious and complex work of restoring Onondaga 
Lake, which is sacred to the Haudenosaunee Confederacy,” said 
Joseph Heath, General Counsel for the Onondaga Nation. “The 
Nation looks forward to working with the trustee council to en-
sure that restoration fully addresses the devastating harm to the 
lake. The Nation has been a steward of Onondaga Lake for over 
1,000 years. It is appropriate that the Nation is able to continue 
its stewardship in the context of this process.” 

Working with the public, the trustee council will determine 
what restoration is needed to compensate for natural resource inju-
ries. This work goes beyond remedial actions required to address 
the contamination of Onondaga Lake and its environs by parties 
responsible for the releases of hazardous substances and oil to the 
environment. The trustees are developing a cooperative agreement 
for the assessment of natural resource injuries with Honeywell, 
the company that is currently working under a legal order with 
DEC on the lake’s cleanup and is one of the parties potentially 
responsible for the release of hazardous substances. For more 
information on the Natural Resource Damages and Assessment 
Restoration process at Onondaga Lake, go to http://www.fws.
gov/northeast/nyfo/ec/nrda.htm. The original press release can 

be found at the Onondaga Na-
tion website: onondaganation.

org. To support efforts of 
the Onondaga Nation for 
environmental cleanup 
and social healing, contact 
NOON at 472-5478 or 

noon@peacecouncil.net.
–Andy Mager
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Carl is a longtime member of SPC and Co-
operative Federal Credit Union.

Confronting the Economic Crisis
Carl Mellor

President Barack Obama signed the $787 
billion stimulus package on February 17, 
following significantdebateandcompromise.
It’s now possible to consider the package’s 
major provisions. They fall into four catego-
ries: good, bad, so-so and uncertain.

For starters, the legislation extends 
unemployment payments 
and enhances food stamp 
benefits. Both of these
are rock-solid strategies 
for dealing with a severe 
recession; they make it 
possible for money to flow
back into the economy 
quickly, and they sup-
port long-time federal 
programs. There will be 
immediate help for folks 
whose unemployment 
benefits expire after 26
weeks, an essential step 
during a time when more 
and more US citizens are 
losing their jobs. 

There are other provi-
sions that don’t have the 
same direct economic 
impact but are important nonetheless. The 
bill provides more money for Pell Grants, 
which assist college students, and for 
national parks. Over the past eight years, 
funding for our system of national parks 
was grossly inadequate, particularly in the 
areas of maintenance and repairs. 

In terms of the bad, funding for public 
transportation is paltry at best and doesn’t 
begin to address problems happening 
throughout the country. At present, public 
transit authorities in St. Louis, Denver and 
Syracuse, to name just a few, are evaluat-
ing fare hikes and cuts in service. The St. 
Louis transit authority plans to lay off a 
quarter of its employees. 

Among other problems, the transit 
crisis undermines the effort to build a green 
economy, increases a basic expense for the 
working poor, and keeps public transpor-
tation a lesser priority, a back-shelf item. 
In the US, public transit continues to face 
the same chicken-and-the-egg dilemma. 
Because funding is inadequate and services 

less than comprehensive, a limited number 
of people use public transportation. Because 
ridership, except in select markets like San 
Francisco or Boston, is fairly small, it’s 
very hard to build a constituency backing 
public transit.

Next, let’s move on to the really bad 
aspects of the bill. Yes, I’m talking about 
the tax credit extended to new house buyers 

concepts and short on details. 
At a February 10 press conference, US 

Treasury officials didn’t discuss concrete
strategies for dealing with “zombie banks,” 
institutions that are insolvent and stay afloat
only by accessing public dollars. Without 
such a strategy in place, it’s impossible 
to resolve credit problems and start the 
economy moving again. 

Then there are provi-
sions that are a mixed bag. 
From the onset, it seemed 
clear that a stimulus pack-
age would include some 
version of tax cuts. In 
fact, Congress wouldn’t 
have passed a stimulus 
bill without inclusion of 
tax cuts. The final version
includes a $400 tax credit 
for individuals and $800 for 
families. Wage earners will 
see small increases in their 
paychecks but are unlikely 
to boost spending based on 
this modest change. 

In addition, this pro-
vision eats up about 36% 
of the final package, a

percentage that is far too high. And the 
tax credit is being implemented at a time 
when the Obama administration has already 
proposed other changes in tax policy that 
would lower taxes for most citizens. How-
ever, passage of a bill rewriting federal tax 
codes is months down the road.

Finally, there’s much uncertainty about 
how the administration will spend dollars 
allocated for infrastructure: building roads, 
bridges and other projects; seeding work 
vital to a green economy – insulating homes, 
retrofitting government buildings, making
greater use of solar collectors, wind turbines 
and other alternative technologies. 

President Obama has promised that 
funds for “shovel ready” projects will flow
to states, cities and counties without the ear-
marks typically attached to such spending. 
Yet we don’t know how he and his advisors 
will make final decisions on funding.

Similarly, building a green economy 
sounds like an excellent idea. Who will be 
hired for the jobs generated by green initia-
tives? As we look at ways to revitalize the 

continued on next page

who purchase a home during 2008 or 2009. 
This is not an unlimited credit; its benefit
decreases as household income increases 
and ultimately fades out altogether for more 
affluent households. And it is intended
to encourage home ownership. Who can 
oppose such a measure?

Well, I do. This is a high-ticket item 
with little potential for stimulating the 
economy. In much of our country, in cities 
like Cleveland, Las Vegas and Fort Myers, 
Florida, real-estate markets are plagued 
by tight credit, by decreasing property 
values that may not have hit bottom yet, 
and by people’s fears about having a job. 
Until the economic climate improves, a tax 
credit will have little impact on consumers 
buying a home.

There’s one scenario in which the tax 
credit could play a significant role. The
Obama administration has released its 
plans for “Bank Bailout Two,” for spend-
ing the $350 billion Congress previously 
allocated for propping up the bank industry. 
If this new bailout effort proves success-
ful, then credit will loosen up. However, 
initial discussion of the plan was long on 
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Crisis / from previous page

Summer CSA shares currently available
Pay one price at the beginning of the season and get 20 
weekly deliveries of delicious, local, fresh-off-the-farm, 
organic produce from Grindstone Farm of Pulaski, NY.  

Deliveries start June 16th and are made to “pods” located in 
Syracuse, Liverpool, Fayetteville, and Manlius. 

Sign up by March 13th for a special reduced rate!  

Visit our website www.csacny.com for sign up 
forms and more information.

US economy, we must not neglect solutions for abysmal levels 
of unemployment in various urban areas and rural counties, 
including upstate New York. 

Progressives should be advocating not only for general 
measures to stimulate the economy but also for initiatives to 
address chronic unemployment. This is not a matter of creating 
a new jobs program that will take years to get off the ground. 
In a chapter in his book, “The Green Collar Economy,” Van 
Jones discusses community partnerships as well as groups, like 
Greencorps in Chicago, SolarRichmond in Richmond, California 
and Second Chance in Baltimore, that already provide jobs, 
teach skills useful in other positions and do useful work.  

Will any of the stimulus package reach such community 
groups? We will soon have an opportunity to evaluate the 
choices made by President Obama and his advisors on this 
and other fiscal matters.

For example, we will learn much from decisions regarding 
military spending. At present, our government spends massive 
sums of money on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, funds stag-
gering cost overruns in weapons systems (almost $300 billion 
over the past eight years) and still builds planes designed to 
fight the Soviet Union.

Even a modest reduction in military spending would free 
up billions for economic development and offer more flex-
ibility in responding to the fiscal crisis. Whether the Obama
administration will be bold enough to pursue this course of 
action remains to be seen.

Peace Action of CNY 
Offers High School Award
Peace Action of Central New York will again present its Peace Ac-
tion Youth Award this June. The $500 award, funded by Stephanie 
A. Miner and John F. X. Mannion, will be given to a high school 
senior in Onondaga County who has shown a devotion and commit-
ment to peace, justice and conflict resolution. The student should
have engaged in activities–through school, place of worship, or 
community–which demonstrate his or her passion to work on the 
underlying causes of war, violence and injustice.     

Peace Action of CNY, part of the largest peace organization 
in the country, began locally as the Nuclear Weapons Freeze in 
the early 1980s. It has presented awards to local peace activ-
ists for many years, but eight years ago also began offering 
an award exclusively for high school students. Peace Action 
hopes the award will help young people become more aware 
of the issues of peace and justice.

Applications for the award have been sent to all high 
schools in the county and to many community organizations. A 
description of the student’s peacemaking activities is required, 
plus a short personal statement and a reference. There is one 
award winner each year. To obtain an application, call the 
Peace Action office at 478-7442. The deadline for application
submission is March 20. Information about Peace Action of 
CNY is available at www.peaceactioncny.org.

–Margrit Diehl
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SPC Strategic Planning 
Retreat

SPC recently held a weekend retreat fo-
cused on long-range planning. Twenty-five 
people attended each day, with most staying 
overnight. The goals were to:
• review the outcomes of the 2005 
strategic planning process
• create a plan for the next several years, 
identifying SPC’s primary goals, general 
program direction, and organizational 
structures and/or changes needed to achieve 
these goals 

SPC in Action / from page 4 Table with the Military 
Alternatives Education 

Project
MAEP tables regularly at Syracuse high 
schools to provide students with accu-
rate information on military service and 
alternative ways to pay for college and 
receive job training. On Thursday, March 
5, MAEP will participate in Nottingham 
High School’s Career Fair, sharing informa-
tion on careers in peace, social justice and 
community organizations. We are actively 
seeking additional people to help us staff 
tables. Contact Jessica.

Study Group 
Takes a Break

The SPC Study Group 
is going on hiatus for 
a while. Many of the 
members have decided 
to devote their energies 
towards other projects 
(many of them SPC-re-
lated). The combination 
of the coming spring 
and the new presidency 
provides space for re-
flection and renewal. 
In that spirit, we are 
brainstorming ideas 
about how to re-vision 
the Study Group in the 
future. One idea is to 
make the group more 
issue-based for specific 

periods of time so that community members 
could join in the discussions they are most 
passionate about. We invite all of you to 
help us with this re-visioning. Feel free to 
send your ideas to Aly.

Another Loss for                      
the Movement

Just before the PNL went to press we 
received word that longtime activist Peter 
DeMott had passed away following an 
accident. SPC mourns his loss and sends 
our best wishes to his family.

Peter lived for years at Jonah House 
before moving to Ithaca with his partner El-
len Grady. Both were actively involved with 
the Atlantic Life Community, participating 
in Plowshares Actions and other forms of 
nonviolent resistance to war. Peter’s loss 
reminds all of us of the fragility of life and the 
importance of carrying on the struggle.

Joe Marusa, Sara Natanson, Nick Cavanaugh, Peter Sinatra, Richard 
Vallejo, Ben Burdick, Ed Kinane and Carol Baum enjoy a wonderful 
lunch during SPC’s recent strategic planning retreat. Photo: Chuck 
Lochner 

Fair Share Tax Reform
SPC has signed on to support the Fair 
Share Tax Reform initiative to roll back 
tax cuts for the wealthiest New Yorkers. 
A statewide campaign is underway to 
push for legislation which raises taxes on 
those earning $250,000 and above to help 
balance the projected budget deficit (see 
fairsharereform.com). 

The primary movers behind the project 
are SEIU 1199, Citizen Action, Working 
Families Party and New York State United 
Teachers.

Mark your calendar for a major rally 
on Thursday, March 5 at 4:30 pm at Sec-
ond Olivet Missionary Baptist Church, 
416 West Onondaga St. For more infor-
mation, contact Rick Oppedisano, Rick.
Oppedisano@hepny.org or 424-1743 x142 
or Tanika Jones, tjones@citizenactionny.
org or 435-2480.

Thanks to ArtRage
PNL readers might have noticed that many 
of SPC’s educational events have been tak-
ing place at ArtRage Gallery (505 Hawley 
St.). The director of ArtRage, Rose Viviano, 
is also on SPC’s steering committee and 
has been very encouraging of our using 
the space. Not only are we surrounded 
by amazing political art there, but it is 
handicapped accessible. The large meeting 
room on the second floor of the Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social Justice (where 
SPC’s office is) is not yet accessible, so 
we are very grateful.

Change the Times Broadside 
Needs Distributors

The Anti-Wars/Occupations Committee 
is working on a newsprint broadside for 
wide distribution. We’re looking for help in 
distribution. Contact Carol or Jessica.

Saturday was focused on program, 
Sunday on infrastructure. As a summing 
up, we identified priorities to address over 
time. The first is programmatic – we plan to 
work towards diversifying the membership 
and leadership of SPC by reprioritizing 
and/or adding programs, giving special 
attention to how these are affected by the 
current historical moment.

Thanks to Frolic Taylor of Deer Hill 
Bed and Breakfast; Sera Brown and Carole 
Resnick for organizing and cooking most 
of the food (and Rose Viviano and Terry 
Gavagan for their main dishes); SPC’s 
Program Committee (Julie Gozan, Jessica 
Maxwell, Carole Resnick, Ann Tiffany and 
Rose Viviano) for planning and facilitat-
ing Saturday; the overall facilitation team 
(Nick Cavanaugh, Jake Eichten and Carol 
Baum); and Aimee Jurista for notetaking 
and hosting “overflow” guests. 

For more information, contact Carol.
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Cooperative Federal
  723 Westcott St · 401 South Ave · 800 North Salina St
  www.cooperativefederal.org

Open to anyone who lives, works, worships 
or attends school in Syracuse and all 

members of the Syracuse Peace Council

473-0244

We can help you turn this year’s tax refund 
into a home downpayment    and keep 

your dollars at work in Syracuse.

Call Susan or Greg

Buying a home doesn't have to be diffi  cult.

• HUD-approved education & counseling
• Downpayment matches
• Customized mortgages to fit your needs
• We specialize in first-time homebuyers
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Free Speech / from cover

naked from the bars of their 
cell for hours on end. Kathleen 
exposed the practice in 1992 
- a story featured on “Sixty 
Minutes.”

This past September 1, 
Labor Day, I was arrested 
again – this time for silently 
walking around the NY State 
Fair, shackled, in an orange 
jump suit and black hood with 
a sign on my chest, CLOSE 
GUANTANAMO. Refusing 
to post the $1500 bail, I spent 
a week in jail before Town of 
Salina Judge John Kinsella 
ordered my release.

The District Attorney 
charged me with trespass on 
private property and with creat-
ing a public disturbance. On 
December 8 Judge Kinsella, 
seeing not only the private/
public contradiction but also a lack of 
evidence, dismissed those charges.

One might think the judge’s dismissal 
would be the end of the matter. But no, in 
January the DA appealed. It’s unclear why 
he is willing to waste more taxpayer money. 
It’s unclear why Onondaga County’s chief 
prosecutor would deny a nonviolent activist’s 
First Amendment right of free expression 
about a policy matter in an obviously 
public venue. The DA, Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
doesn’t seem to understand that, with a 
new president in the White House, he is 
on the wrong side of history.

Close Guantanamo Fast
Back in the nineties, in the early days of 
the SOA Watch campaign, we often fasted. 
In 1994, a dozen of us fasted for 40 days 
on the steps of the Capitol in Washington. 
During the Clinton administration it was 
possible to get a permit for such actions. 

This quite public fast generated solidar-
ity and recruited more activists to the SOA 
Watch cause. It provided the opportunity 
for Kathleen Rumpf to enlist our former 
Congressman Jim Walsh in co-sponsoring 
legislation to close the SOA. Over the 
years, uncharacteristically, Mr. Walsh co-
sponsored several anti-SOA bills. 

This past January in Washington, DC 
the grassroots group Witness Against Tor-
ture (witnesstorture.org) held a nine-day 
fast to SHUT DOWN GUANTANAMO. 
The fast began on January 11, the seventh 
anniversary of Guantanamo’s opening. 
Every morning until Inauguration Day we 
gathered in Washington’s Dupont Circle 
in our orange jump suits and black hoods. 
We would then process silently, single-file,
hands clasped behind our backs, a couple 
of kilometers closer to symbols of the 
Washington power structure. Each day our 
colorful procession numbered about 30 
fasters/“prisoners.” Every minute scores 
of pedestrians and motorists would see us 
and perhaps give a moment’s thought to 
the Guantanamo prisoners.

Our daily destinations, where we would 
stand vigil, included the Hay-Adams Hotel 
(then hosting the Obamas), the Inaugural 
reviewing stand outside the White House 
(lots of tourists), or the Obama transition 
headquarters (where Mr. Obama’s motor-
cade passed us), etc. 

 We may never know what impact 
our presence – and the several-years’ long 
Witness Against Torture campaign to close 
Guantanamo–had on Mr. Obama. But al-
most his first official act as President was
to begin closing Guantanamo. We hope 
closure will occur much sooner than the 
year Mr. Obama is allowing the process. 
For the 250 men dangling there yet another 
year isolated from their loved ones will 
surely be excruciating.

China, many from Yemen–are held il-
legally. Some have been held for nearly 
seven years. Many have been tortured in 
multiple ways. Dozens are now on a pro-
tracted hunger strike and some are being 
force-fed. Some, in their desperation, have 
sought to kill themselves.

Cheney/Bush claimed that all those 
in Guantanamo were “terrorists” and are 
“the worst of the worst.” But most were 
captured by bounty hunters and not by 
US soldiers. It is the rare Guantanamo 
prisoner who could be tried in a US Court 
without his case, like mine, being thrown 
out for lack of evidence. Under our legal 

Ed has been heartened by the local print 
media’s coverage of his State Fair arrest and 
subsequent prosecution. Fortunately many 
here still cherish the First Amendment.

Witness Against Torture members vigil in orange jump suits (Guantanamo prison 
garb) in front of the Obamas’ new home. The vigil is part of WAT’s campaign to 
urge the President to release the Guantanamo prisoners before the end of his first 
100 days in the White House. Some prisoners illegally held in Guantanamo are 
Uighurs, an Islamic ethnic minority found in western China. Photo: Mike Benedetti

GET INVOLVED

While President Obama has promised 
to close Guantanamo within the year, 
Witness Against Torture (WAT) and a 
range of co-sponsors believe that rogue 
prison can be closed sooner. Accord-
ingly, on January 20 WAT launched 
its “100 Days to Close Guantanamo & 
End Torture” campaign. The campaign, 
extending thru April 30, includes a daily 
presence outside the White House, as 
well as film screenings, lectures and
community meetings in Washington and 
across the country. To learn more check 
out www.100DaysCampaign.org. 

continued on next page

I also hope that Mr. 
Obama also will soon either 
issue an executive order or 
urge Congress to close the 
School of the Americas (now 
known as the Western Hemi-
sphere Institute of Security 
Cooperation). 

Why Guantanamo 
Must Be Closed
Guantanamo has trashed our 
reputation across the planet. It 
embodies the utter hypocrisy of 
the Cheney/Bush line that we 
are in Iraq to bring democracy 
to the Middle East. With its 
denial of habeas corpus and 
other due process, that prison 
mocks the US Constitution. 
More, it mocks the US con-
science.

The remaining Guanta-
namo prisoners–some from 
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system neither hearsay nor confessions extracted under torture 
are legitimate.

As shameful as Guantanamo is, as victimized as its pris-
oners are, they are not my only interest. Having had my own 
First Amendment rights suppressed too often, my involvement 
in this issue, frankly, is self-protective. Guantanamo and the 
other US black hole prisons (e.g. Bagram in Afghanistan) are 
a threat to us all–even apart from the seeds of “terrorist” retali-
ation they may sow.

If the Cheney/Bush administration could get away with 
ramming the Patriot Acts through Congress and could brazenly 
maintain such prisons abroad, what keeps such practices from 
metastasizing to the US? What protects activists, Muslims, and 
other minorities here from similar barbarity?

Years ago Pastor Martin Neimoeller, a former U-boat 
captain, ended up in one of Hitler’s concentration camps. 
Neimoeller’s words haunt me:

First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out be-
cause I was not a socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out 
because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews and I did not speak out because  
I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me and there was no one left to speak 
for me.

Free Speech / from previous page

End the Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan:
Out of the Voting Booths and Into the Streets

Syracuse Anti-War March
Thursday, March 19, 12 noon
Corner of Adams St. and S. Salina St., downtown
Come march to mark the beginning of the 7th year of 
the US occupation of Iraq. We will march to the Federal 
Building (100 S. Clinton St.) stopping at key offices 
along the route, ending by 1 pm with a brief rally. 

Bus leaves Syracuse at 1 am, returns late Saturday. 
Seats are $40-75 sliding scale ($50 covers the actual 
cost of the seat, $75 will enable us to offer some reduced 
price seats). Reserve your seat as soon as possible, as we 
only have one bus reserved. Full details on the demo are 
at: PentagonMarch.org.

Call 472-5478 for information or reservations.

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941   
eegray@syr.edu     
http://lectures.syr.edu

Throughout his long and distinguished career as one of the most well known of the world’s deep 
sea explorers, Robert Ballard has unlocked numerous fascinating secrets deep on the ocean floor. 
Using the latest in exploration technology, Ballard discovered the wreckage of the RMS Titanic in 
1985 and the storied World War II German battleship Bismarck in 1989. He has conducted more 
than 120 deep-sea explorations, and has brought his discoveries to life for young students in 
America through the JASON Project, an award-winning distance learning educational program 
that reaches more than 1.7 million students and 38,000 teachers annually. He also established 
the Institute for Archaeological Oceanography at the University of Rhode Island. Ballard will share 
photographs from his expeditions through a multimedia presentation. The lecture is sponsored in 
cooperation with the Geoffrey O. Seltzer Lecture.

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

Adventure in Deep Sea Exploration: Living the DreamROBERT BALLARD

oceanographer, photographer
March 24, 2009*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
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Donna is a community activist and serves 
on the PNL editorial committee.

Your 2¢: Accountability for Bush/Cheney
Compiled by Donna Mühs-
McCarten

Listen to All 
Somehow every parent, every wounded 
soldier, every child and family member 
suffering from the impact of this war, ev-
ery military suicide, every family member 
incarcerated, every unemployed, uninsured 
soldier who came home to inadequate care  
should also be listened to.

         –Pamela Dahlin-Probst

Hang ’Em High
I think we should give all of the Bush 
administration fair and unbiased trials, 
followed by first class hangings. We could
raffle off the right to trip the trap doors of
the gallows.    –Dave Bantor

World Court Anyone?
Cheney should be embargoed by the me-
dia. Bush and Cheney ought to be tried 
for Crimes against Humanity, NOT in the 
US but in the World Court. They should 
do time for their crimes.    –Joan Conley 

Who profited?
 I believe that ALL members of govern-
ment during the Bush/Cheney administra-
tion must be held accountable including 
Congress and the Senate.  Have the ACLU 
and the IRS investigate all their members’ 
bank accounts, taxes and contacts. Their 
e-mails and phone calls need to be made 
public under the Freedom of Information 
Act and FISA. What corporations are 
involved and what role did Wall Street 
actually play? ALL of them need to be 
vetted and either impeached or kept on, 
depending on the roles they've played and 
the profits they've made.

–Michelle Ruggio 

Not Vengeance
For there to be justice there must be compen-
sation for the myriad victims, individual and 
collective, of the Cheney/Bush criminal era. 
Reparation funding should derive from the 
perpetrators’ private fortunes and from the 
bloated Pentagon budget. Since the Cheney/
Bush crimes were international, they, their 
corporate and their neo-con collaborators 

should be tried by an international tribunal 
(recall Nuremburg). Not vengeance, but 
accountability and deterrence, should be the 
Tribunal's goal. Concurrently, there must be 
a comprehensive, internationally-supervised 
Truth Commission. Not retaliation, but truth 
and consciousness-raising, should be the 
Commission's goal.     –Ed Kinane

Gitmo for Its Creators
I think that most of the Bush administration 
should be apprehended, blindfolded and 
flown to Gitmo, not charged but held pend-
ing charges. It would fit beautifully with the
Obama administration’s reluctance to charge 
anyone and with Dick Cheney's assertion 
that Gitmo should not be closed.

 –Rose Viviano

Punishment as a Palestinian
Let’s chain them in a school or hospital in 
Gaza, to eat the local food and drink the 
water. How about being a Palestinian in 
Israel? Or have them shaved and naked 
in Iraq or Afghanistan, and maybe even 
waterboarded too.    –Alex

Advanced Interrogation 
Techniques
I agree that Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rove 
& Co. ought to be fully investigated in 
Congressional hearings. Do you suppose 
we could use advanced interrogation tech-
niques?          –Richmond Parker 

Watch the innocents
Lock them in a cell for the rest of their lives, 
where they would be forced to watch films
of innocent children clawing their way out 
of bombed out structures. 

–Herm Bieling

Roving For Rove 
The only thing I can see to do is to encourage 
the House Judiciary Committee to continue 
their pursuit of Karl Rove. Cheney admitted 
that the approval for waterboarding went right 
to the top. Dan Maffei might also be a good 
person to start with. I know that he votes on 
the side of peace, and that he would support 
at least holding people accountable.                    

  –Scott Kushner

Rendition Prisons
Make a citizen's arrest and lock these people 
up in Guantanamo or in some of the rendi-

tion prisons as in Jordan, Syria or Poland 
for seven years without charging them. 
Then try them in an international court of 
justice based on an investigation done by 
the people's tribunal. Set a precedent for 
the future that if our leaders committed war 
crimes they would face the same charges 
the German and Japanese leaders did. No 
selective war crime trials.

 –Cynthia Banas

Join the Uninsured and 
Unemployed
There needs to be an investigation by Con-
gressional committee. Bush and whoever 
else is guilty of wrongdoing should be 
stripped of their salaries and health benefits
that they will otherwise get and the money 
be given to create jobs. 

–Linda Griggsunder 

Mandatory Study Group
Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz et al 
would be required to participate in a study 
group facilitated by e.g. Chomsky. Syllabus 
to include Vonnegut, Gandhi, Langston 
Hughes, Nikki Giovanni, et al.

   –Rae Kramer

Educate
In my opinion, the best course of action 
is to expose their acts to the light of day, 
and educate the nation in the ways of peace 
to ensure that these acts are not repeated.

 –Jim Spencer

Image: Redaura on flickr.com
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7 pm. Call for location, 
472-5478.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure 
Drawing. 7-10pm. Westcott Com-
munity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Why Pay for War?
7pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. War tax resistance 
as one way to create a more 
peaceful and just world. Free. 
472-5478.www.peacecouncil.
net

PFLAG Monthly Meet ing.  
7:30pm, First UU Church, 250 
Waring Rd. 446-5940. Helpline 
635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

SUN SW Action Comm. 7pm. 
Brady Faith, 404 South Ave. 
476-7475.

PNL March Calendar Dead-
line. pnl@peacecoun-cil.net 
or 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's Parish 
Center (enter on Winton St.), do-
nation. friendsofdorothy@twcny.
rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm. Westcott Community 
Center, 826 Euclid Ave. Free. 478-
8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org.

Boxed Items are Syracuse Peace Council related events. Info: peace-
council.net, 472-5478 or spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse United Neighbors  
Skunk City Neighborhood As-
sociation. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7pm. Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, 474-4821.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7pm. Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social 
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St., 
2nd flr. Andy, 472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 
3pm. Hanover Sq. Meal Prep. 
at noon. 728 Westcott St.  218-
5481.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Amnesty International Syra-
cuse Chapter meeting. DeWitt 
Library, Shoppingtown Mall base-
ment. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George, 
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com. 

EVERY MONDAY: Weekly Medi-
tation for Veterans. 1-2pm, Janu-
ary – May 2009. Flowering Tree 
Meditation, 470-0778.  $150.

Cooperative Federal Credit 
Union Meeting and Dinner. 3pm 
meeting, 5 pm dinner. Westcott 
Comm. Ctr., 826 Euclid Ave. 
Dinner: $5 adults, $4 teens, $2 
kids. RSVP 471-1116 x700 or 
info@coopfed.org.

Monday Night Poetry–2nd & 4th Mon. 
7:30pm.  Sushi Blues, 18 Broad St., 
Hamilton. justaskrache@aol.com.

CNY SOA Abolitionists/
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition Meeting. 4-6pm 
2013 E Genesee St. 2nd fl. 
478-5471.

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 2013 
East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 
FREE PIZZA. 472-5478.

SPC BOWL-A-THON
12:30-5pm. Flamingo Bowl, 
7239 Oswego Rd., Liverpool, 
Organize your team today. $15 
adults, $10 children. Don't miss 
the fun! peacecouncil.net/bowl 
or Jessica 472-5478.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Book 
Discussion: "Sold" Fayetteville 
Free Library, 300 Orchard St, 
Fayetteville. 7pm Free. www.
beyondboundaries.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Film: 
"Unearthing the Slave Trade" 
with activist Aduke Branch. 7pm. 
SU Warehouse, 350 West Fayette 
St. Free. www.beyondboundar-
ies.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Race, 
Class, Power & Privilege. 6pm. 
Community Folk Art Center, 805 
E Genesee St. Free.

Fundraising Luncheon for Gaza 
Relief. 12 noon. St. Elias Church, 
4988 Rt. 173. $10 adults, $5 
children. 677-0155.

SEUNA Annual Meeting: Meet 
the Candidates for Mayor. 7pm. 
Westcott Community Center.

“Plan Columbia”  Film Screening 
and presentation. 7pm FREE 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
www.artragegallery.org.

Jafeth Gomez Ledesma. Meet the 
Artist & presentation. 7pm. Free.
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

Jafeth Goodbye Concert & Ben-
efit Colleen Kattau & Some Guys. 
8-10:30pm. $10-25 sliding scale. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
www.artragegallery.org.

Syracuse International Film 
Festival Previews of 2009 films 
& award winning shorts.  7pm. Free. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.  
www.artragegallery.org. 

FridayFLICS celebrates Wom-
en’s History Month “Antonia’s 
Line” (1996) 8pm $5 suggested 
donation ArtRage Gallery - 505 
Hawley Ave. www.artragegal-
lery.org .

Z-Day Film Screening 7pm 
FREE ArtRage Gallery - 505 
Hawley Ave. Info: 751-5510  www.
artragegallery.org. 

Th3 event - readings from “Sis-
ters Singing.” 7pm. Free. ArtRage 
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

FridayFLICS celebrates Wom-
en’s History Month “Life and 
times of Rosie the Riveter” 
(1980)  8pm $5 suggested dona-
tion ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. www.artragegallery.org. 

F r i d ay F L I C S  c e l e b r a t e s 
Women’s History Month “THE 
DIVORCEE” (1930) 8pm $5 
suggested donation ArtRage 
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. www.
artragegallery.org. 

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Fea-
ture Length Film: “Trade”  Fay-
etteville Free Library, 300 Orchard 
St., Fayetteville. 6:30pm Free. 
www.beyondboundaries.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  
Panel presentation on human-
trafficking in CNY. Fayetteville 
Free Library, 300 Orchard St, 
Fayetteville. 7pm. Free. www.
beyondboundaries.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS. Film: 
“Traces of the Trade” 7pm. SU 
Warehouse, 350 West Fayette 
St. Free. www.beyondboundar-
ies.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS. Film: 
“Teach our Children” 7pm. SU 
Warehouse, 350 West Fayette 
St. Free. www.beyondboundar-
ies.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Dis-
cussion on “A Suspicion Only: 
Racism in the Early Republic” 
6pm. Community Folk Art Center, 
805 E Genesee St. Free.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Dis-
cussion "Through the Eyes of 
Others." 6pm. Community Folk Art 
Center, 805 E Genesee St, Free.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS. Closing 
Ceremony: Exploring and Celebrat-
ing Who We Are. 7pm. St. Claire’s 
Theater, 1119 N Townsend St. 
$5 children, $10 adults, RSVP: 
478-4571.

Car Buying Workshop. 6-
8pm Central Library (in the 
Galleries of Syracuse)  447 
S. Salina St. Nick 476-1451 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

RAY FADDEN MEMORIAL Ben-
efit Concert. Saranac Central 
High School Auditorium. 1–4pm. 
$15 (children under 12 free). Call 
518-570-5153.

Yoga Class. Every Monday, 6:15pm-
7:30pm. Community Folk Art Center, 
805 E. Genesee St. Drop-in Class: 
$10 per session. Call about our 
discount Class Card. 442.2230 or 
cfac@syr.edu

Cuban Salsa Class. Every 
Monday, 6:30pm-7:30pm CFAC 
Dance Studio. Drop-in Class: 
$10 per session. Call about our 
discount Class Card. 442.2230 
or cfac@syr.edu.

Community Folk Art Center 3rd 
Annual Gala A Harlem Renais-
sance Affair. Individual Tickets $50; 
Tables of 8: $350. 442-2230.

ANTI-WAR MARCH
12 Noon. Corner of S. Salina St. 
and E. Adams St. March to Federal 
Bldg. See page 3 for more.
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“Some American Feminists,” 
Film and Panel Discussion.Recep-
tion 5:30pm, Movie 6:00pm. Palace 
Theatre, 2384 James St.$10 
includes soda & popcorn. CNY 
NOW and Planned Parenthood. 
civiccinemaseries@gmail.com 
or call Jan 479-6756.

MARCH ON PENTAGON
Ride the bus to this National 
Anti-War Demo. Leaves 1am and 
returns very late Saturday night. 
Seats are $40-75 sliding scale. 
Reserve your seat soon, 472-
5478 or jess@peacecouncil.
net.See p.3 for more.

FAIR SHARE RALLY: Raise 
taxes on the wealthy. 4:30pm. 
2nd Olivet Baptist Ch., 416 W. 
Onondaga St. 424-1743 x142

Interfaith Prayer Vigil with Im-
migrant Families. 5pm. Federal 
Bldg., 100 S. Clinton St. Songs, 
Prayers, Ritual of Hope. CNY New 
Sanctuary Coalition.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
Church of Saint Therese, 1304 
Lancaster Ave. 770-2155.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar
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