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AFRICA IN PERSPECTIVE

continued on page 10

Greenland
0.8 million sq. miles

Africa
11.6 million sq. miles

Onondaga Court 
Update

Christiana Kaiser

Fifty-four countries. Over 900 million people. More than 
1,000 languages. More than 1,000 nations/ethnic groups. 
Many hundreds of faith traditions. Yet, in our collective 
consciousness this beautiful, dynamic and complex conti-
nent and the people who make it such are largely reduced 
to one big country, one people, one culture. What’s more, 
the realities attributed to the continent in this monolithic 
vision are almost exclusively derogatory. 

The images we receive of Africa, through our schools, 
media and popular culture emphasize disease, poverty, 
ignorance, corruption, perpetual conflict and “tribalism.”
They portray African people as helpless, hopeless and 
inactive. They paint the picture of a place where no one 
would live if they had a choice, of a desperate place in 
need of charity.

It is no accident that these images of Africa dominate 
our perspective of the continent. They are the result 
of 500 years of aggressive, calculated disinformation 
about Africa created and reinforced by Europeans and 
European-Americans who used them to protect and to 
justify their interests in systems that enslaved, colonized 
and exploited millions of people. 

Five hundred years ago dehumanizing characteriza-
tions of African people contributed to the foundation of 
the ideology of racism. Through the years they served 
as justification for mass crimes against humanity. Today
they serve to assuage our national guilt, to convince us 
that the challenges that Africa faces are inevitable and 
somehow inherent in the continent thereby absolving us 
of responsibility for our role in creating and maintaining 
those conditions. 

Supporting African people’s struggles for justice and 
equity requires that we develop our understanding of

SPC
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social 
justice organization.  We are community-based, autonomous and funded 
by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence 
and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We challenge the existing 
unjust power relationships among nations, among people and between 
ourselves and the environment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, 
hierarchy, domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each 
other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and 
militaristic roots.  SPC seeks to make these connections clear.  We initiate 
and support activities that help build this sense of community and help tear 
down the walls of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and justice is 
an economic system that places human need above monetary profit.  We 
establish relationships among people based on cooperation rather than 
competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.  
In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and 
to a process of decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list. Subscribe 
at the bottom of our webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.

SPC STEERING COMMITTEE
Carol Baum, Gary Bonaparte, Hari Chathrattil, Joan Conley, Dik Cool, 
Barbara Humphrey, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Kim McCoy, Shirley 
Novak, Ann Tiffany, Rose Viviano, Aly Wane

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace 
Council (SPC). The PNL is the SPC’s newsletter and a forum for articles 
which discuss issues of concern to the peace and social justice movement. 
Submissions are welcome. The opinions expressed in the PNL reflect the 
diversity of opinions within SPC.

ISSN 0735-4134

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE (pnl@peacecouncil.net)
Andy Mager (coordinator and layout), Gabe Angelone, Eric Benner, Rae Kramer, 
Donna Muhs-McCarten, Julie Norman, Aly Wane. Calendar: Eric Benner.

Name:  _______________________________________________
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 Enclosed is an additional donation of $_____ for all your great work!
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continued on next page

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

MEXICO:
Elections and Uprisings
Wednesday, January 31

7:30 - 9:00 pm
Westcott Community Center

(corner Euclid Ave. and Westcott St.)

From the highly contested national 
election that has resulted in a shadow 
government, to the recent uprising in 
Oaxaca, the people of Mexico have 
many lessons to offer on organizing and 
democracy. Join us for a multimedia 
presentation and discussion. 

Co-Sponsored by SPC and             
the Caribbean Latin America        

Coalition (CLAC).

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203 * (315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net  * www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

STAFF AND INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES
Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net * Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net

Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  * Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net  * Eric Benner: eric@peacecouncil.net

Act to End the Occupation!
On December 6, SPC held a press conference 
critiquing the over-publicized Iraq Study 
Group report. The report fails to call for the 
fundamental change in policy demanded 
by people at the polls in November. There 
is no timeframe for a US withdrawal and 
no commitment to funding an Iraqi-led 
reconstruction. We call for an immediate 
ceasefire, an end to the US air war, complete
and prompt withdrawal of US troops, full 
funding for an Iraqi-led reconstruction, 
and an end to any appropriations for new 
troop deployments.

SPC’s Local Cost of the War campaign 
is gearing up for pressure and action. We 
have gathered hundreds of signatures on 
giant postcards to give Rep. Walsh. We 
plan to deliver the postcards to his office
before the new Congress starts up in Janu-
ary. Contact Jessica if you’d like to host a 
postcard to gather more signatures.

On January 27, we’ll join thousands 
of people from across the country for a 
mass rally and march on Congress in 
Washington, DC. SPC has reserved two 
busses leaving early Saturday morning and 
returning that same evening. Cost is $45-75 
sliding scale (payments of $75 will allow 
us to offer some half-price or free seats). 
Please contact us as soon as possible to 
reserve your seat.

SPC Meetup
Do you want to hear face to face 
updates on SPC’s work, to meet 
others in your neighborhood 
interested in peace and social 
justice, to share ideas and find
out how to get involved? Come 
to an SPC meetup. The first
will be held Tuesday, January 
9 from 6-7 pm at the Recess 
Café at 110 Harvard Place in 
the Westcott neighborhood. 
Contact Jessica with questions 
or to RSVP. 

Plowshares 2006
Unlike some other years, the gods of 
weather and high school basketball looked 
down upon the Fair and said let them 
commune and sing and participate in good 
fellowship.

Basketball was played at someone 
else’s gym and the sun came out for the 
36th annual Plowshares Craftsfair and 
Peace Festival. 

Approximately 120 artisans displayed 
their wares. Potters, jewelers, tailors, 
stained glass artists, spoon makers and 
fine woodworkers were some of those who
displayed  their work. 

Organic farmers and community groups 
representing social justice, Native American, 
environmental and anti-war issues provided 
information and education often unavailable 
in the local or national media. Although 
principally from the Syracuse metropolitan 
area, craftspersons now come from as far 
away as Albany, Buffalo and Ithaca.

Entertainment included African drum-
ming, Irish, Chinese and Middle Eastern 
dancing, as well as blue grass, folk and 
protest music. Hammered dulcimer and 
Native American flute music could also be
heard at individual booths throughout the 
weekend. Food was plentiful, vegetarian, 
primarily from local sources and delicious. 
As is well known, food always tastes bet-
ter at a gathering with friends and smiling 
neighbors.

Estimated attendance was over 3000 
people. Clearly an undertaking of this size 

requires the skills and energy of many 
volunteers. If we counted them all, the at-
tendance figureswouldbegreatly increased.
On behalf of the organizing committee, 
we extend our thanks and gratitude to the 
movers and shakers, decorators, cleaners 

SPC staffer Jessica Maxwell and member and SU 
professor John Burdick critique the “bi-partisan” 
Iraq Study Group report at a December 6 news 
conference. Photo: Andy Mager

Steering Committee member Rose Viviano staffs the SPC table 
at Plowshares. Photo: Carol Baum
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SPC / continued from previous page

Weekly Peace Outreach
Yup, it’ll be chilly standing out on those 
corners in January. but you won’t be 
alone...and think how impressed all 
those who drive by will be!
Thursdays, noon – 12:45 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.

January 4 James Street and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
January 11 W. Genesee St. and 
N. Clinton St. (Clinton Square, 
downtown) Special Focus: 
Close Guantanamo Bay
January 18 E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. (Dewitt)
January 25 Rt. 11 (in front 
of Northern Lights Shopping 
Center, Mattydale)
February 1 Teall Ave. and Rt. 
690 (Eastside)

and all the others who make Plowshares 
an event that brightens everyone’s spirits 
at a gray time of year.

The Plowshares organizing committee 
of Andy, Barbara, Beth, Karen, Lanny, Lea, 
Mardea, Marie, Rae and Sam has retired 
to places unknown for a brief and well-
deserved rest before beginning plans for 
the 37th annual Fair.

– Lanny Freshman

Activist Appreciation:    
Karen Hall

You might have been entertained (even 
educated) by one of Karen Hall’s many 
insightful and witty articles in the PNL 
about war toys, pop culture or film. Karen
has also donated her skills behind the scenes 
at SPC, doing some of the least exciting 
but necessary work. She’s served as SPC’s 
volunteer bookkeeper, been a member of 
the Steering Committee and most recently 
helped to kick-start the personnel commit-
tee to support SPC’s staff. Whether it’s 
the drudgery of balancing the checkbook 
or difficult decisions regarding organi-
zational priorities, Karen’s enthusiasm, 
supportive nature, and creativity make it 
all seem like fun.  

NOON Update
The Onondaga Land Rights & Our Com-
mon Future series, initiated and coordinated 
by the Peace Council’s Neighbors of the 
Onondaga Nation (NOON) project, came 
to a close on December 6. The Grand 
Finale featured social dancing led by the 
Haudenosaunee Singers and Dancers from 
the Onondaga Nation. Nearly 300 people 
came out to celebrate the success of the 
series and continue the learning, sharing 
and relationship-building.

The organizing committee of the col-
laborative series deserves special mention 
– Linda Alcoff, SU Women’s Studies; Phil 
Arnold, SU Religion Department; Regina 
Jones, SU Native Students Program; Richard 
Loder, SU Native American Studies Pro-
gram; Andy Mager, NOON/SPC; and Jack 
Manno, SUNY ESF. While the series has 
concluded, the work will continue in other 
forms and the series lives on through the 
DVDs of the programs (available for $12 
each from SPC or at www.peacecouncil.
net/noon).

NOON’s educational work will soon 
be complimented by an ongoing advocacy 

campaign. To learn about and join in that 
effort come to NOON’s general infor-
mation meeting on Tuesday, January 
16 from 6-7:30 pm at the Westcott Day 
Hab Center (522 Westcott St., enter from 
parking lot in rear, off Beech St.). The 
program will begin with a presentation 
on the Sullivan-Clinton Campaign against 
the Haudenosaunee (1778-1779) by Phil 
Arnold. Contact Carol or Andy.

Save These Dates
Gem of the Ocean, Saturday March 10 
at 3 pm at Syracuse Stage.
August Wilson is the most honored play-
wright in US history. His life’s work is a 
10-play cycle about African-American life, 
including such theatrical treasures as The 
Piano Lesson, Fences and Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom. Each play in the cycle is 
set in a different decade of the twentieth 
century and explores African-American 
reality in the changing historical context. 

Gem of the Ocean is the last play 
Wilson completed before his death, but the 
first one chronologically in the cycle. It is
set in Wilson’s native Pittsburgh in 1904 
and explores issues of redemption, racial 
memory and the legacy of slavery within 
the last generation of survivors. SPC has 
reserved a block of seats for the Syracuse 
Stage production of Gem of the Ocean on 
Saturday, March 10, 2007. The show is at 
3 pm and will be followed by a reception 
for Peace Council ticket holders in the Sut-
ton Pavillion. Tickets are just $28 each for 
the play and reception and can be reserved 
with Barb Kobritz at 476-1588.

– Barb Kobritz

4th Annual Strike for Peace Bowlathon, 
Sunday, April 1 at Bowlmor Lanes.

Come and enjoy the fun and foolery (along 
with some bowling) at the Peace Council’s 
4th Annual Strike for Peace Bowlathon on 
April 1st. There’s plenty of room for the 
kids – it’s a real family event.  Prizes will 
be awarded and costumes are welcome. 
Contact Joan at 471-0269.

 – Joan Conley

Most people who attended the Grand Finale of the Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common Future 
series accepted the invitation to get up and join the dancing. Photo: Andy Mager

continued on page 14
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2007 New Year’s Resolutions

END
THE

WAR
IN

IRAQ

Help foster the roots of peace...

2007 New Year’s Resolution

END
THE
WAR

IN
IRAQ

WRITE/CALL your federal representatives 
and senators to demand that they oppose 
additional funding or troops for war

REACH OUT to and support dissenting 
veterans and returned soldiers – they can 
contribute a lot to the peace movement

WORK WITH fellow teachers, children, clergy, 
farmers,   youth, nurses, etc. to write, circulate 
and publish a collective anti-war statement

REFUSE TO PAY federal income taxes 
for the war

SIT-IN at Representative Walsh’s office until 
he agrees to vote against further funding for 
the war. Shadow him at all public events

INVITE neighbors over to watch a dvd or 
video about the war and discuss it

HOST an anti-war speaker at your house 
for friends, family, neighbors... 

STAND ON THE CORNER with Weekly 
Peace Outreach – Thursdays at noon at an 
intersection near you

GO TO WASHINGTON for the January 
27th national anti-war march, see page 3

ENCOURAGE A FRIEND or neighbor 
to come with you to Peace Outreach or 
other anti-war event

DON’T BE SILENT.  Tell your neighbors, 
friends, and family what you think about 
this unjust war 

JOIN IN the ongoing anti-war actions at a 
CNY peace group:  Syracuse Peace Council, 
American Friends Service Committee, Peace 
Action of Central New York, Raging Grannies, 
Student Peace Action Network at SU...

ORGANIZE a delegation and request a 
face-to-face meeting with Rep. Walsh and/or 
Sen. Clinton and Sen. Schumer

SIGN THE “Mandate for Peace” demand-
ing that Congress set a deadline for troop 
withdrawals – mandateforpeace.org

LEAVE TOY SOLDIERS around town 
with the tag “bring me home” (available 
from SPC)

DISPLAY an anti-war lawn sign, or bum-
persticker or wear a button

DIALOGUE with friends, family, co-work-
ers, neighbors – share the message – take a 
risk with some

WEAR an armband with the total number of 
dead US servicepeople and /or Iraqi civilians

DISTRIBUTE GI Rights Hotline stickers, 
information and statistics about the war

GET INVOLVED WITH the Peace Council’s 
Local Cost of the War Committee

WRITE A LETTER to the editor

DEVELOP YOUR OWN creative ideas and 
seek support for them. SPC can help!

CELEBRATE DR. KING’S BIRTHDAY 
with creative nonviolent action to oppose 
the war

REACH OUT TO YOUTH via information 
tables at local high schools

SUPPORT RENEWABLE ENERGY  to 
encourage energy independence and ecologi-
cal sustainability

PUSH FOR UN leadership, especially after 
US troops leave

CHECK OUT  www.peacecouncil.net/endwar 
for more ideas and to submit your own

LEARN ABOUT ISLAM, stand in solidarity 
with Muslims and combat racism
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Fair World
Marketplace

Hand made,  
     fairly traded  
         gifts for  
         any occasion.

Mon - Sat 
10 - 6 

4471 East Genesee St, DeWitt, corner with Erie Blvd  
446-0326     www.FairWorldMarketplace.com  
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Ellen is a NOON member whose father 
taught her that some day the Onondagas 
would seek justice.

Onondagas Make the Case 
For Their “Day in Court”
Ellen Edgerton

On August 15, 2006, New York State 
filed a motion to dismiss the Onondaga
Nation’s Land Rights Action, labeling it a 
“disruptive, possessory action” and citing 
the US Circuit Court of Appeals’ use of the 
concept of “laches” against the Cayuga 
Nation’s land reclamation lawsuit earlier 
this year. (Laches is a legal term meaning 
that there was too long a delay in seeking 
a remedy.)

The Onondaga Nation has prepared a 
strong and meticulously researched rebuttal 
to New York State’s claims, announcing their 
response at a November 20 press confer-
ence. Tadodaho Sid Hill (spiritual leader 
of the Haudenosaunee), Chiefs Irving and 
Bradley Powless, Faithkeeper Oren Lyons 
and Onondaga Nation counsel Joe Heath 
presented over 200 pages of documents and 
answered questions from the media. 

Challenges Facing the Land 
Rights Action
Over a year and a half ago, the Onondaga 
Nation approached the Federal court in one 
of the most significant Native American
lawsuits ever filed in the US. Their Land
Rights Action seeks acknowledgement of 
their title to and environmental healing of 
3,000 square miles of land in northern, central 
and southern New York, and acknowledg-
ment that New York State violated both 
Federal laws and treaties in “acquiring” 
this land over a 30-year-period from people 
who were not authorized representatives of 
the lawful Onondaga government. 

But two court decisions against other 
Haudenosaunee nations over the past year 
and a half have shown the difficulties that
remain for Native Americans seeking justice 
through the US legal system. In a 2005 
decision concerning the Oneida Nation, 
the Supreme Court invoked the concept 
of “laches” to deny Oneida claims over 
taxation and land rights. Later that year, 
using the same concept, the US District 
Court denied the Cayuga Nation any com-

pensation for the illegal taking of 
their lands. New York State now 
claims that “laches” also applies 
to the Onondagas’ case.

History on Their Side
At the center of the dispute are New 
York State’s violations of the 1790 
Federal Trade and Intercourse Act, 
and federal treaties signed both 
during and after the Revolutionary 
War, including the 1794 Treaty 
of Canandaigua. The Trade and 
Intercourse Act prohibited states 
from buying Native American land 
without federal approval. 

At the press conference, Chief 
Lyons spoke about why the US, 
which found itself at a military 
disadvantage in Ohio Indian wars 
following the Revolutionary War, 
found it necessary to make treaties 
with the Haudenosaunee affirming
their land rights. “You [the US] were at a 
tipping point, fighting for survival as a na-
tion,” Lyons said of the treaties’ historical 
importance. 

In the Nation’s latest filing, several
prominent historians have provided docu-
mentation attesting to the fact that the 
Onondagas did, in fact, appeal to state 
and federal officials about illegal land
transactions as early as 1788. Researchers 
located written accounts of protests made 
by Onondaga Chiefs to George Clinton, 
New York’s first governor, about land sales,
and census records showing that these 
transactions were negotiated with a very 
small group of Onondagas who were not 
authorized to speak for their people. The 
researchers also found evidence that New 
York State had in 1806 appointed Medad 
Curtis, an early settler of the Town of On-
ondaga, to be a lawyer for the Onondagas, 
but found no record of Curtis filing any
lawsuits on their behalf. Also included in 
the historical evidence is an 1802 letter 
to the Haudenosaunee prophet Handsome 
Lake from President Thomas Jefferson’s 
Secretary of War which promised the On-
ondagas federal aid in preventing illegal 
purchases of their lands. 

According to historian J. David Lehman, 
“It is apparent from the historical record 

that the Onondaga Nation and the Six 
Nations Confederacy repeatedly protested 
against and denied the validity of the three 
treaties – the Treaty of Fort Schuyler, 
1788-1790, the Treaty of Onondaga, 1793, 
and the Treaty of Cayuga Ferry, 1795 
– by which the State of New York gained 
control of more than 99% of their lands. 
They repeatedly sought the assistance and 
intervention of the United States in their 
behalf to protect their lands. When these 
protests proved ineffectual in preventing 
the State of New York from acquiring their 
lands, the Onondaga Nation would focus 
increasingly in the 19th and 20th centuries 
on protecting their remaining territory and 
maintaining their cultural autonomy and 
independence.” 

Because of the legal obstacles that Native 
nations faced in bringing their grievances 
into the US court system, attorney Joe Heath 
says, applying the concept of “laches” to 
the Onondagas’ suit is insupportable. 

“New York is not even denying that 
they broke the law,” Heath said. “[The On-
ondagas] told us what the history was, and 
we have found the documents that support 
their version. We would very much like to 
get this into a court and have a judge rule 
on it fairly.” 

continued on next page

Chief Irving Powless Jr., a longtime leader of the Onondaga 
Nation, spoke about the significance of the “Two Row 
Wampum” (over his arm) at their November 20 press 
conference. Photo: Paul Pearce
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He denied the contention, expressed 
in the earlier court decisions against the 
Oneida and Cayuga Nations, that their 
lands had since been “positively developed” 
(improved by clearing and building) by 
non-Indian settlers.   

Heath pointed out that the pollution 
of Onondaga Lake and the headwaters of 
Onondaga Creek demonstrate that the land 
has actually been damaged.

Onondaga Suit “not disruptive”
Heath strongly challenged the state’s conten-
tion that the Onondaga Land Rights Action 
has been “disruptive” to the Central New York 
community, pointing out the overwhelm-
ingly positive local media attention that 
the Land Rights Action has attracted over 
the past year and a half, particularly from 
the Syracuse Post-Standard. He also noted 
that the longtime presence of the Onondaga 
Nation is acknowledged and welcomed by 
local citizens and governments. 

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
(NOON) has over the past 18 months made 
20 presentations about the Onondagas and 
their Land Rights Action to a wide variety 
of community groups in the Syracuse area. 

Onondagas / continued from page 7

 
  















Sue Eiholzer, who has coordinated much 
of that work, notes, “I have not run into 
anybody that has expressed fear or concern 
about property issues.... People seem to 
understand there’s something here to learn 
about. And we are getting more requests 
for presentations all the time.” 

New York State has until December 
15 to respond to the Nation’s latest rebut-
tal. After that date, it is expected that US 
District Judge Lawrence Kahn will rule on 
whether or not the Onondaga Nation at long 
last will have its day in federal court. 

At the November press conference 
Tadodaho Sid Hill challenged New York’s 
historically unjust and dismissive approach 
and expressed his enduring hope that the 
Land Rights Action would go forward in 
court and that justice would be served. 

Referring to laches, he said, “Are you 
saying it’s ‘too late’ for healing between 
our people? Too late to clean up the waters, 
lands and air? Too late to save the birds 
and animals that are dying?” he asked. “I 
hope that’s not what you’re saying, because 
we’ve always believed that we can heal. It 
takes a lot of time, a lot of understanding 
and a lot of forgiving. We’ve tried to do 
this in the most civil way that we could…. 
It’s time to let the history be known and 

Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation
General Information Meeting

Tuesday, January 16
6-7:30 pm

Westcott Day Hab Center
(522 Westcott St., enter from parking 

lot in rear, off Beech St.).

The program will begin with a 
presentation on the Sullivan-Clinton 

Campaign against the Haudenosaunee 
(1778-1779) by Phil Arnold.

Information: 472-5478 or
www.peacecouncil.net/noon

acknowledge what happened between our 
people.”
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If you’ve been moved by this unjust 
war to write a poem, please consider 
submitting by email to thorleyp1@yahoo.
com, or mail to SPC. Work on themes 
of war, the war economy, oppression 
and political injustice, and/or which 
celebrates more positive hopes and 
visions, will be considered. 

POETRY PEACE VIGIL  
“It is the duty of every poet to speak fearlessly and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

Sunny Side 
Up

A Peace Newsletter feature 
reporting on our successes and 

victories. 

Syracuse Center 
for Peace and 
Social Justice

of the Center. The Syracuse Peace Council 
and other groups will move in the spring 
after renovations have been completed.

“The establishment of a high-quality 
facility in a central, highly-visible location 
will provide a major boost to organizing 
for peace and social justice in our commu-
nity,” said Nick Poulos, also an Alliance 
Board member. 

Organizers aim to complete fundrais-
ing for the project by March 15, 2007. 
Please consider a donation to support this 
groundbreaking project for our community. 
Contributions can be sent to Alliance, c/o 

340 Midland Ave., Syracuse, NY 13202. 
Donations over $100 can be tax-deductible 
(make checks out to AJ Muste Institute, 
with Alliance for Peace & Social Justice 
on the memo line), non-deductible dona-
tions can be made out to the Alliance for 
Peace and Social Justice. Learn more at 
www.alliance4peace.org or call (315) 
478-4571.

–Andy Mager

At press time, a purchase offer was submitted 
for the building which will become the new 
Syracuse Center for Peace and Social Justice. 
As outlined in the November PNL (758), the 
center will allow “peace and social justice 
organizations to share space, collaborate 
and expand efforts to build a more peaceful 
and just city, nation and world.”

The Alliance for Peace and Social Jus-
tice, a newly-established organization will 
purchase and operate the Center. “The early 
response to the capital campaign has been 
strong,” noted Alliance Board member Ann 
Tiffany. “However, with just over $150,000 
committed thus far, we have a long way 
to go to reach our goal of $300,000 plus 
to purchase and renovate the building at 
2013 E. Genesee St.”

The American Friends Service Com-
mittee and Peace Action already rent office
space in the building and will remain as part 

$307,000+ Needed$307,000+ Needed

$$115522,,,2200 00 ((12-18-06)12-18-06)

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Prayer for Peace
(I of V only)
to Georges and Claude Pompidou

Leopold Senghor

I.

Lord Jesus, at the end of this book, which I offer You

As a ciborium of sufferings

At the beginning of the Great Year, in the sunlight

Of Your peace on the snowy roofs of Paris

– Yet I know that my brothers’ blood will once more 
redden

The yellow Orient on the shores of the Pacific

Ravaged by storms and hatred

I know that this blood is the spring libation

The Great Tax Collectors have used for seventy years

To fatten the Empire’s lands

Lord, at the foot of this cross – and it is no longer You

Tree of sorrow but, above the Old and New Worlds,

Crucified Africa,

And her right arm stretches over my land

And her left side shades America

And her heart is precious Haiti, Haiti who dared

Proclaim Man before the Tyrant

At the feet of my Africa, crucified for four hundred years

And still breathing

Let me recite to You, Lord, her prayer of peace and 

pardon.

Leopold Senghor, a politician and widely-acclaimed writer and 
thinker, served as President of Senegal from 1960 to 1980. 

Editor’s Note:
Georges Pompidou was President of France from 1969 to 
1974. A “ciborium” is a chalice-like vessel used to contain 
the Blessed Sacrament during the Catholic Mass.



10 Peace Newsletter January 2007

Africa in Perspective / continued from cover

 the complexity of African social, economic and political affairs 
and look for guidance in this effort from the experts, Africans 
themselves. An essential part of this process is to work to identify 
our part in injustices in Africa and to deconstruct our own nega-
tive ideas about the continent in order to make space for images 
that reflect the many diverse realities for African people.  

Common Myths and Stereotypes
Africa is not that big.
One of the ways that the image of Africa has been minimized is 
in the maps we use. Africa is the second largest continent. It is the 
size of China, the US, India, Europe, Argentina and New Zealand 
combined. Yet, the common Mercator Projection Map grossly 
distorts the size of Africa, and other regions near the equator, in 
relation to other parts of the world. Africa is 14.5 times larger 
than Greenland but in the Mercator projection they appear to be 
about the same size. New maps, like the Peters Projection Map 
are “area accurate” and represent the size of Africa and other 
regions in correct proportion to one another.   

One country, one people, one culture.
Africa is comprised of 54 diverse countries each with its own 
distinct history and identity. African countries are not only geo-
graphically, culturally and politically diverse between nations but 

internally as well. In a single country like Ghana, about the size 
of Oregon, there are more than 50 languages spoken, more than 
50 nations/ethnic groups and hundreds of faith traditions. 

All jungle and wild safari animals.
Despite the images reproduced by so many Disney movies and 
theme parks, most of the continent is not rainforest. Of the parts 
that are, only the smallest portion of them could be technically 
classified as “jungle.” Nor is Africa mostly savannahs where
wild herds roam free amongst Acacia trees under the setting 
sun. In fact, the ecology of the continent is extremely diverse. 
According to the World Wildlife Federation, Africa is one of the 
“richest [continents] in terms of species and habitat diversity, 
much of which is found nowhere else on Earth.” Despite this 
diversity “wild jungle” and romanticized safari stereotypes are 
pervasive. The imagery of vast jungles has been reinforced 
through the years by racist portrayals of Africa as a backward 
wilderness, such as the portrayal in Tarzan movies. Remember, 
the premise of the Tarzan stories was that a white man raised 
by apes was fit to rule Africans. The safari imagery popularized
by the so-called “great white hunters” like Ernest Hemingway 
and Theodore Roosevelt, and more recently ‘The Lion King,’ 
imagines an Africa made beautiful by its animals and landscape 
void of African people.

Africa is poor. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. Africa is the richest con-
tinent in terms of natural resources, producing 30% of the world’s 
gold, 49% of the diamonds and 20% of the uranium along with a 
long list of other abundant resources including copper, bauxite, 
natural gas, oil and agricultural products. Multinational corpora-
tions are fully aware of Africa’s wealth. Coca-Cola has reaped 

These Ogoni (a Nigerian minority group) protesters marched in 
Washington, DC on November 10, 2006, the anniversary of the hanging 
of Ken Saro-Wiwa. Photo: Grundlepuck on flickr.com

Christiana studied International Relations at the University of 
Ghana at Legon and Syracuse University.
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its highest profit margin in Sub-Saharan Africa. Shell, Chevron
and other oil companies move millions of barrels of oil a day 
out of Africa, primarily from Nigeria, Angola, Sudan, Equato-
rial Guinea and Gabon. Up to 18% of oil used in the US comes 
from Africa. This amount is expected to increase to 25% in the 
next 10 years. The world’s largest deposits of Columbo-Tantalite 
(Coltan) are located in the Democratic Republic of Congo where 
civil war (starting in 1998) and continued conflict are estimated
to have killed as many as four million people. Coltan, which is 
essential to the production of capacitors in electronic equipment 
like cell phones and laptops, is in high demand. As its value has 
skyrocketed, some have likened the scramble for Coltan in the 
eastern Congo to the California Gold Rush and cited it as a major 
factor in causing and perpetuating the war.

African leaders refuse to provide basic health 
care and education for their people. 
Under the Structural Adjustment Programs instituted in many 
African countries in the 1980s and ’90s, countries were required 
to undertake measures to suit IMF and World Bank lenders. Chief 
among these conditions was the requirement to cut funding for 
public health care and education in order to free up funds to 
pay the interest on new loans. As a result, many countries have 
“cash and carry” systems where only those who can afford to 
pay receive health care and other services.

Adding to the burden of health care infrastructure in Af-
rica is the emigration of health care professionals to the West. 
In the midst of the AIDS pandemic US recruitment firms are
actively recruiting African nurses to leave their home countries 
to fill nursing shortages in the US. Fifty thousand new green
cards have been made available for this purpose by the Bush 
Administration. 

Africa is overpopulated. 
Europe is more than twice as densely populated as Africa. The 
US too is more densely populated than Africa (76 versus 65 
people per square mile). Much of the argument that Africa is 
overpopulated is based on the misconception that food shortages 
are caused by a lack of capacity to produce food rather than com-
plex international political and economic factors. This position 
warns of environmental destruction caused by large population 
but fails to take into account that environmental impact is caused 
by certain methods of procuring resources and the amount of 
resources consumed rather than mere numbers of people. On 
average, a North American’s impact on the environment is seven 
times greater than an African’s.

Most Africans are illiterate and uneducated.
This is simply not true. The subtext of this stereotype is that 
learning only occurs on paper and in European languages. Many 
people who are called illiterate because they do not read and 
write English, French or Portuguese speak multiple languages. 
Across the continent, fluency in several languages is common-
place and the majority of Africans are also literate in one or 
more African or European languages. Let’s be honest, many in 
the US equate literacy in English and education in Western cur-
riculum with intelligence and capacity to contribute to society. 
This stereotype denies the cultural, historical and political value 
of rich oral traditions and defines Africans as recipients rather

than producers of knowledge and ideas. Meanwhile, hundreds 
of African Universities and colleges continue to produce world 
class scholars and professionals and Africans make up the most 
highly educated group of immigrants to the US. 

Africans are prone to ‘tribal’ conflict.
The notion of “tribes” and “tribalism” originated among Euro-
peans who were seeking to justify enslavement and exploitation. 
It is a term that is reserved for “other” people and is rarely used 
for Europeans and other white people. 

The concept of tribalism is harmful not only for its rac-
ist application but also because it obscures the true causes of 
conflicts and makes them seem inevitable and inescapable. The
1994 genocide in Rwanda is widely attributed to “tribal” hatred 
that “always existed.” In fact, “Hutu” and “Tutsi” are not racial 
or ethnic categories at all. They are designations that resulted 
from Belgian imposition during colonialism. The Belgians es-
tablished a minority elite by assigning people membership to 
one group or the other based on what they saw to be “superior” 
racial characteristics among some and issued people identity 
cards on that basis.

Colonialism helped Africa by creating 
infrastructure.
Little was done by colonialists in Africa that did not have a direct 
benefit for their home country. Infrastructure was built up in
the colonies in order to exploit and oppress people efficiently.
Schools were established to indoctrinate. Roads and railways 
were built to remove resources more easily. Much of this infra-
structure was built by Africans who were denied access to the 
profits from their work.

Colonialism happened a long time ago. 
The African Independence era began just 50 years ago. The 
people of Ghana gained their independence from Britain on 
March 6, 1957. Africans in many other countries did the same 
in the following decade. However, others gained independence 
more recently. Namibia gained independence from Apartheid 
South Africa in 1990 and South Africans brought about the end 
of Apartheid just 13 years ago, in 1994.

Students study English at Africa University in Zimbabwe, one of the 
continent’s hundreds of colleges and universities. Photo: Mark Taber 
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Aly, a native Senegal, is an SPC intern.  
Christiana studied International Relations 
at the University of Ghana at Legon and 
Syracuse University.

Challenging Misrepresentations
OF AFRICA 

An Interview with Local Pan African Activists Part I

Interview by Aly Wane and 
Christiana Kaiser

On November 11 the PNL sat down with 
members of the Pan African Community 
of Central New York (PACCNY) for a 
discussion about the stereotypes and 
misrepresentations of Africa that exist in 
our community. This is the first segment
of our three-part conversation.  

PACCNY seeks to foster unity among 
people of African descent, “provide space 
that promotes and celebrates the efforts of 
people of African origin towards self-as-
sertion, human dignity and self-determina-
tion” and “promote understanding among 
all global communities, especially those 
who suffer from oppressive structures 
and systems.”

Mĩcere Gĩthae Mũgo is the president 
of PACCNY and Professor and Chair of the 
Department of African American Studies at 
Syracuse University. Dr. Mugo is Kenyan 
by birth and upbringing, Zimbabwean 
by citizenship and a long time resident 
of CNY.  

Kwame Otieku is the secretary of 
PACCNY and the Ghana Society of Central 
New York (GSCNY). He is a Ghanaian and 
a Central New Yorker since 1982.  

Emmanuel Awuah is the president of 
GSCNY. He is a Professor of Sociology and 
Director of Multicultural and International 
Services at Onondaga Community College. 
Dr. Awuah is a Ghanaian and long time 
member of the CNY community. 

PNL: One of the ways that Central New 
Yorkers get information about Africa is 
through the media. Often media sources 
misrepresent African people by reinforcing 
stereotypical images of insurmountable 

poverty, disease and corruption and neglect-
ing to portray the depth and complexity 
of African issues. What is the impact of 
these misrepresentations on our local and 
global community?  

MM: The impact is obvious. It’s demean-
ing. It’s insulting. It misleads, specifically,
people who don’t know much about the 
continent. But even more than that, for me, 
it is a very arrogant way of dealing with 
diversity and dealing with a culture that one 
doesn’t know. And by arrogance I mean 
that even sometimes people who haven’t 
traveled to Africa or who have just gone 
there for a few months give themselves 
the liberty to make it look as if they are 
the Ms. or Mr. “Know-All.”  

Just the dehumanizing aspect of the 
stereotypes is really disgusting and the 
reason it’s disgusting is that every day of 
our lives we know African people are strug-
gling to respond to these adversities but we 
don’t get that resistance. We don’t get that 
active aspect of African people responding 
to their own problems. It looks as if they’re 
sitting there helpless, waiting to be struck 
by disaster. This depiction of people who 
look so hopeless as if they need salvation 
from outside is also very worrying, but I 
think that the other part of it is that these 
kinds of depictions do not give voice to Af-
rican people to speak for 
themselves. This is why, 
for instance, I appreci-
ate the fact that you’re 
speaking with us. 

It is very important 
for African people to 
have voice to speak for 
themselves, name their 
reality and explain what 
is going on. That is the 
only thing that can bring 
understanding and cre-
ate a conversation – not 
when people are speaking 
for you and depicting you 
in their own terms. 

KO: For me it is very annoying when you 
just go into a country and come back like 
you’re a master and you write books after 
being there a very short duration.  A good 
example is recently when one of the report-
ers from here [The Post-Standard] went to 
Ghana and became a “master of all.”  

I don’t fault the Americans being 
ignorant because they have never gone 
anyplace before. You go to work and your 
co-workers show you pictures and ask 
you questions, very elementary and stupid 
questions, but sometimes you sit back and 
ask, “Are they stupid questions?” Or are 
they because of ignorance? Confucius 
has said that the realization of ignorance 
is the beginning of wisdom. It’s up to us 
to educate such folks because they ask 
questions from nowhere, reading what has 
been presented to them. 

We, as Africans who have crossed both 
fences coming from Africa and being here, 
have a lot of work to do. The fact that these 
folks are asking stupid questions – it may be 
genuine that they don’t know, but we have 
to be the voice to turn things around and 
let them understand what Africa is. More 
importantly, we need to focus on reporters, 
or people who claim to be masters, and let 
them understand that their reporting should 
be a little bit different. 
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I can go to Africa and paint a bad picture 
of America. I can go to a ghetto area, and 
we have a lot of ghettos here in America 
and present that as what America is. There 
are more important things in Africa to report 
on. If you want to measure the economy 
of Ghana in high rises and things like that, 
no, we’re not there. But, you can measure 
the economy of Ghana on something that is 
very tangible and that has a very positive 
impact on the people in Ghana. 

EA: The fears I have are that Africa is seen 
as the repository of all the fears we have as 
human beings. That is, it looks like Africa 
has reached a point which we call “arrested 
development,” that we cannot go beyond a 
certain point in terms of our development, 
that we are stationary. 

I think that this is a feed-off from colonial 
representation and anthropological work 
that was done. In the 21st century when 
we have an instant advantage to see what 
is really going on in Africa – I think we in 
the West are rather in an arrested develop-
ment stage of not changing our positions, 
views and perceptions of Africa. My main 
worry is the next generation of Americans 
who are still going to feed on the media 
representations which are very negative. We 
need to deal with the textbooks that teachers 
are using in our schools because these are 
the kids who are going to become policy 
makers, who are going to relate to Africa. 
And if this continues in the 21st century, I 
think America may not fully benefit from
the actual development that is going on in 
Africa. Therefore, they might fall behind. 

If you get to know that Africa is not 
in a stage of arrested development – that it 
has made great progress – that will enhance 
American foreign policy, that will enhance 
economic relationships between the US 
and Africans – that will bode well for all 
of us because it will be a win-win situation, 
not only in terms of economic reasons, but 
also culturally and socially. We could then 
continue to maintain relationships with the 
United States in a positive way in the sense 

that the relationship is based on the realities 
that exist on the ground rather than based 
on deceptions which are not supported by 
the evidence. It’s something that we need 
to work on through the education institu-
tions that we have. 

It’s amazing that those images, those 
wrong perceptions, still continue in our 
schools. I don’t know whether there’s an 
agenda because those who are responsible 
for holding teachers accountable for teach-
ing students what Africa is really about – I 

think they are compromising by maintaining 
standards that are not consistent with the 
realities in Africa. 

MM: The people who hear us must un-
derstand that we are not denying that, 
like any other part of the world, there are 
problems in Africa. There is illness, there 
is disease, there is poverty and so on and 
so forth. That is not what we are saying; 
what we are saying is that a very balanced 
view is absolutely necessary in order not 
to stereotype Africa as this pathological 
place where nothing else happens other 
than ailment. More importantly, we object 
to journalists and scholars who go to Africa 
in order to make a name for themselves, 
in order to get promotions and make it 
in their career by giving this very, very 
superficial depiction. It really is criminal
professionalism.
Look for part II next month

Graphics by Mardea Warner

HOW TO WRITE ABOUT AFRICA IN FIVE EASY STEPS

Binyavanga Wainaina

1. Always treat Africa as if it were one country. Don’t get bogged 
down with precise descriptions. Africa is big: fifty-four countries, 
nine hundred million people who are too busy starving and dying 
and warring and emigrating to read your book.  

2. Adopt a sad, I-expected-so-much tone. Establish early on that 
your liberalism is impeccable, and how much you love Africa. 
Africa is to be pitied, worshipped or dominated. Whichever angle 
you take, be sure to leave the strong impression that without your 
intervention and your important book, Africa is doomed.

3. Always include a Starving African, who wanders the refugee camp 
nearly naked, and waits for the benevolence of the West. She 
must never say anything about herself in the dialogue except to 
speak of her (unspeakable) suffering. Moans are good.

4. Use broad brushstrokes throughout. But describe in detail naked 
breasts or mutilated genitals, or enhanced genitals. Or any kind 
of genitals. And dead bodies. Or, better, naked dead bodies. And 
especially rotting naked dead bodies.

5. Treat animals as well rounded, complex characters. They speak 
(or grunt while tossing their manes proudly) and have names, 
ambitions and desires. They also have family values: see how lions 
teach their children? Elephants are caring, and are good feminists 
or dignified patriarchs. Elephants may attack people’s property, 
destroy their crops, and even kill them. Always take the side of 
the elephant.

Binyavanga Wainaina lives in Nairobi, Kenya. He is the founding editor of the 
literary magazine, Kwani? and won the Caine Prize for African Writing in 2002. 
This piece was excerpted from a longer piece in Granta.
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Monday-Friday, 11am-6pm
Saturday-Sunday
by appointment

1153 West Fayette Street
Syracuse, N.Y 13204

Store Hours:

315-479-0400

www.syracusesoapworks.com

Made Locally, Naturally

No synthetic colors
No synthetic fragrances
Not tested on animals

618 Kensington  Rd  
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9   

472.1385

100% 
of the co-op’s  

electricity is green  

America: Empire vs. Democracy
Noam Chomsky’s scintillating Hegemony or Survival is up next for 
the SPC Study Group. The New York Times has called Chomsky 
“arguably the most important intellectual alive.” In this work, 
he trains his powerful intellect on America’s imperial ambitions 
in the 21st century. Armed with an encyclopedic knowledge of 
little-reported facts about US foreign policy, he posits that the 
architects of the “War on Terror” aim beyond securing America’s 
borders to “full spectrum dominance.” Far from leading to greater 
safety, this path is creating animosity towards the US, and Chom-
sky makes the case for re-examining our priorities.

The first meeting of 2007 will be Monday, January 15 at 
7 pm, 821 Euclid Avenue. We will finish up our current book

(Pathologies of Power), and have copies of this new book avail-
able for about $8. As usual, all are welcome. Contact Aly.

Welcome to New Interns
We are happy to have two students with us from Bennington 
College (Vermont) – Cailin Neal and Ian Kowaleski. They will 
work with SPC from January 2 through February 16 for their field
work term. Cailin will focus on Local Cost of the War Committee 
organizing and Ian will concentrate on media/PR work.

“Crossing the Line” at the SOA
Julienne Oldfield (left) of Syracuse
was among 16 arrested “crossing 
the line” at Fort Benning, GA on 
November 19. Charged with trespass, 
their federal trial in Columbus, GA 
begins on January 29.

Julienne was among over 16,000 
who gathered outside Benning’s gate 
for the annual commemoration of the 
tens of thousands of Latin American 
victims of the graduates of the US 
Army’s notorious School of the Amer-
icas. She and her cohorts face fines
and up to six months each in federal 
prison. To learn more, visit www.
soawatch.org. To join local support 
efforts, contact Ann Tiffany, CNY 
SOA Abolitionists, 478-4571.

SPC in Action / continued from page 4
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Africa Media List
compiled by Aly Wane

Want to know more about the continent 
and its people? Here are a couple of 
suggestions, in no particular order.

Nonfiction Books
Africans and Their History, by Joseph Har-
ris. A classic revisionist summary of the 
history of the continent. Brief, but packed 
with information.

How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, by 
Walter Rodney. A re-evaluation of the 
continent’s economic development from 
the point of view of the exploitation of its 
resources.

We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We 
Will be Killed With Our Families, by Philip 
Gourevitch. A powerful work describing 
the Rwandan genocide that goes beyond the 
simplistic “tribe vs. tribe” explanation.

Africa Must Unite, by Kwame Nkrumah. 
A seminal work of Pan Africanism.

The Road to Hell: The Ravaging Effects of 
Foreign Aid and International Charity, by 
Michael Maren. A thought provoking critique 
of international aid organizations.

King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, 
Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa, by 
Adam Hochschild. An eye-opening treatise 
on the consequences and inner workings 
of one of the most deplorable ventures in 
history: the Belgian exploitation of Africans 
in the Belgian Congo and the beginning of 
modern colonialism in Africa.

In the Shadow of a Saint, by Ken Wiwa. 
The story of Ken Saro Wiwa, a Nigerian 
author and activist executed for his scathing 

criticism of multinational oil companies 
(especially Shell). Written by his son.

Guns and Ghandi in Africa, edited by Matt 
Meyer and Bill Sutherland. Drawing on the 
liberation struggles in Ghana, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Southern and South Africa, you’ll 
find Pan-African insights on nonviolence,
armed struggle and liberation

Literature
When Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe 
(Nigeria). A classic work. The story of a 
tribe’s devastating encounter with early 
colonists.

Death and The King’s Horseman, by Wole 
Soyinka. The most famous work by the 1986 
Nobel Prize winner (Literature). A haunt-
ing play about the clash between African 
traditional values and the encroachment 
of the modern world.

Nocturnes, Leopold Senghor (Senegal). 
Senghor, a politician and world class writer, 
(he was inducted in France’s prestigious 
Academie Francaise) was one of the theore-
ticians behind the concept of “Negritude,” 
the literary and artistic expression of the 
Black African experience. This is one of 
his highly praised books of poetry.

The Pickup, by Nadine Gordimer (South 
Africa). Winner of the Nobel Prize in 1991, 
Nadine Gordimer’s works often explore 
the troubled consciousness of white South 
Africans during Apartheid. The Pickup 
examines the complicated relationship 
between a white South African woman and 
a poor Black mechanic during the recent 
post-Apartheid period.

Children of the Alley, by Naguib Mahfouz 
(Egypt). Winner of the Nobel Prize in 
1988, Naguib Mahfouz is one of the most 
important North African authors of our 
time. This novel, an allegorical recreation 
of the monotheistic Abrahamic religions, 
exemplifies his iconoclastic voice.  

Films and Documentaries
Darwin’s Nightmare: A powerful documen-
tary on the negative impact of Globalization 
in the small country of Tanzania.

Lumumba: Death of a Prophet: Riveting 
documentary about Patrice Lumumba, an 
anti-colonial leader and the first legally
elected Prime Minister of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. Assassinated in 1961, 
he is still an inspirational figure to the
continent.

Mandela: Son of Africa, Father of a Na-
tion: The story of Nelson Mandela, anti-
apartheid leader of the African national 
Congress, and the first Black President of
South Africa.

Africans in America: Excellent PBS series 
on the painful transition from Africa to the 
American continent.

Websites
www.JusticeAfrica.org: Justice Africa is a 
research institute and advocacy organization 
founded in 1999 in London to campaign 
for human rights and social justice across 
Africa. It is run by, for and with Africans 
and African communities.

www.AfricaAction.org: Africa Action is 
the oldest organization in the U.S. working 
on African affairs. Its mission is to change 
U.S. Africa relations to promote political, 
economic and social justice in Africa.

www.transafricaforum.org: This organiza-
tion serves as a major research, educational, 
and organizing institution for the African-
American community offering constructive 
analyses of issues concerning U.S. policy 
as it affects Africa and the Diaspora in the 
Caribbean and Latin America.

www.allafrica.com: Excellent news site 
about the continent.

www.zmag.org/racewatch/africawatch.
cfm: Collection of updated commentaries 
on Africa by various progressive intel-
lectuals.



        SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

EVERY WED: Choir rehearsals at 
the Westcott Community Center. 
7:30 pm. Childcare and transporta-
tion provided. Karen 428-8151, 
kmihalyi@a-znet.com or Mardea, 
479-5757.

20

13
Well Aged Words presents 
Flying With One Wing with Rafe 
Martin. 8 pm. 518 Prospect Ave. $6 
children/$8 adults, 476-0466..

31 February 1 2 3

11

The Folkus Project: Contranella 
Concert. 8 pm May Memorial, 3800 
East Genesee St. $8 adults/ $5 
students & seniors.

1918

Dec 30  Jan 1  2  3  4  5  6 

7  8  912  10   12  

14  15    16   17          

21  22  23   24  25  26   27   

28      29          30            
EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98.  People for 
An i mal Rights.

EVERY TUES: Rough Times Live. 
T.V. by, for & about teens. 8pm. TW 
Ca ble Chan nel 98. 478-UNIT.

EVERY THURS:  Talk to a Lawyer.  
Westcott Com munity Center, 826 
Euclid Ave.  6-8pm. Steve, 478-
8634. Free.

EVERY THURS: Womens' Voic es 
Ra dio.  WAER - 88 FM.  8pm.

E
du

ca
te

, A
gi

ta
te

, O
r g

a n
iz

e!

92
4 

B
u

rn
et

 A
ve

n
u

e
S

yr
ac

u
se

, N
Y

 1
32

03
w

w
w

.p
ea

ce
co

u
n

ci
l.n

et
(3

15
) 

47
2-

54
78

C
om

pl
im

en
ta

ry
 C

op
y

O
n

ly
 $

15
/y

r!
 S

u
b

sc
ri

b
e 

N
o

w
!

H
el

p 
su

pp
or

t o
ur

 w
or

k

EVERY  WED: Open Figure Draw ing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

To list your group’s event 
or meeting, call 472-5478 
or send the info to SPC at 

pnl@peacecouncil.net

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Channel 98, 9-11am.

EVERY WED: Military & Draft 
Counseling. 1-3pm. SPC, 924 
Burnet Ave.  472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm. James St.and Thomp-
son Rd. (Northside). 472-5478.

Special Weekly Peace Out-
reach: Close Guantanomo 
Bay: Noon-12:45 pm. W. Genesee 
St.  and Clinton St. Downtown, 
472-5478

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45pm. Rt. 11 Northern Lts Shop-
ping Ctr, Mattydale) 472-5478.

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood 
Association, 6:30 pm, Mundy 
Library, 1204 S Geddes St.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm,  E. Genesee St. and 
Erie Blvd. (Dewitt) 472-5478.

SPC Meet-up 7-8:30pm, Recess 
Cafe, 110 Harvard Place, 472-
5478. Come Get Involved!

SUN Southside Coalition. 7pm, 
Payton Temple. 476-7475.

SUN Southwest Action Committee, 
7 pm, Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

SPC Steering Comm Meeting. 
7-9 pm. Call for location, 472-
5478. Open to SPC supporters. 

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

Expressing Our Nature Mtg. St. 
Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St., 7-9pm. 
www.eonsyr.net.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm. St. Vincent’s Parish 
Ctr – enter on Winton St. friends 
ofdorothy@twcny.rr.com. Fee.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
Columbus Circle, noon- 12:30. Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. SPC, 
924 Burnet Ave., 472-5478. 
Free Pizza!

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition Joint monthly potluck 
meeting. Slocum House, 209 
Slocum Ave. 478-4571.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Weekly Peace Outreach: Noon-
12:45 pm. Teall Ave. and Rt. 690 
(Eastside) 472-5478.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Expressing Our Nature Mtg. 
St. Andrew's Ch., 124 Alden St., 
7-9pm. www.eonsyr.net.

Beyond Boundaries: Initial orga-
nizing meeting for Native Aware-
ness Project. 4 pm, Brady Faith 
Center, Aggie 478-4571.

SPC Monthly Program

Mexico: Elections and Upris-
ing. 7:30-9 pm. WCC. Join us 
for a multimedia presentation and 
discussion on Mexico's current 
political climate. See page 3.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Cath o lics 
& Friends Mass. St. An drew’s Ch., 
124 Alden St. 5pm. 636-7726.

Military Alternatives Education 
Project. 2013 E Genesee St. 5:30 
pm. 427-5086

Socially Responsible Investing 
and Paperless Retirement Plans: 
6:30 pm, Enable Primary Conf Room, 
1603 Court Street, Syr. Jason Eaton 
of Hansen's Financial Services, 
708-5791.

Syracuse University Martin 
Luther King Jr Celebration: "The 
Beloved Community: Imagining 
Our global Humanity." Speaker 
fiction writer Professor Chris Abani. 
Events all day. call 443-5044. 
Dinner at 5:30, $20. Evening pro-
gram is free and starts at 6:30. For 
reservations call 443-5044. 

The Folkus Project: 8 pm Singer 
songwriter Michele Choiniere. 
WCC, 478-8634. Fee.

Open Hand Theater: Shake, 
Shake, Shake - Tom Knight 11 am. 
518 Prospect Ave. $6 children/$8 
adults, 476-0466.

Talent Search/Open Mic Nite: 
Different Drummer Cafe, 1 Public 
Square, 6-10 pm. Watertown NY. 
782-0595

Ghosts from the Nursery: Effects 
of Child Abuse and Maltreatment. 
6:30 pm. Presenter Pat Beck. 6724 
Thompson Rd. 446-1220.

Public opening of Photography 
Exhibit “Purple Hearts”, by nina 
berman. 6-8 pm. Different Drummer 
Cafe, 1 Public Square, Watertown 
NY. 782-0595

Talent Search/Open Mic Nite: 
Different Drummer Cafe, 1 Public 
Square, 6-10 pm. Watertown NY. 
782-0595

Talent Search/Open Mic Nite: 
Different Drummer Cafe, 1 Public 
Square, 6-10 pm. Watertown NY. 
782-0595
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EVERY OTHER TUES:
 Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6 pm, Brady Faith, Aggie 478-
4571. Call to confirm time & place.

NOON General Information  
Meeting. 6-7:30 pm. Westcott 
Day Hab Center, 522 Westcott 
St. See page 4. 472-5478.

End the Occupation Rally! 
Washington D.C.  Busses leave  
from Syracuse at 2 am. $45-75, 
sliding scale. 472-5478. 

Lavender Inkwell Book Club. 6 pm. 
Big Johnny Reads (Men’s). 304 N. 
McBride St. 424-7191.

Lavender Inkwell Book Club. 6 
pm. The DykeLits (Women’s). 304 
N. McBride St. 424-7191.

Lavender Inkwell Book Club. 11 
am. Qfamlies Story Hour. 304 N. 
McBride St. 424-7191.

Securing Workplace Rights 
For Low Wage Workers. 8:30 
am. Breakfast with Jose Oliva, 
Coordinator of the Workers’ Center 
Network at Interfaith Worker Justice 
in Chicago. NYS United Teachers, 
4983 Brittonfield Pkwy, East Syra-
cuse. Pat Rector, 446-2380

Lavender Inkwell Book Club. 
]Lavender Quill Club(Writers)  6 pm. 
304 N. McBride St. 424-7191.

2nd Annual Redhouse Asian 
Shorts Film Festival. Doors 
@ 1:30pm, Show @ 2pm. The 
Redhouse,  201 South West St. 
425-0405. Fee. Also, 1/9, 1/14, 
1/16 and 1/21. 
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Protest George Pataki's Presiden-
tial Bid. On the day he announces 
his candidacy! 5 pm, Federal Bldg., 
100 S. Clinton St., Syracuse. Madis, 
463-5369.

110th Congress Convenes. Tell 
them to END THE WAR.
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