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Syracuse Peace Council's

64th Birthday Celebration

GUNS, DRUGS
& BUTTERFLIES

A BITTERSWEET PARTY

The Syracuse Peace Council cel-
ebrated birthday # 64 on May 6, 2000 . It
was a lovely party . A large crowd enjoyed
the wonderful food by Ron Shuffler, Teresa
Florack, and others, cheery decorations
with the Chris Spies-Rusk touch, toe-tap-
ping music from Barb Schloss and Tom
Witkowski, and presents to our activist
honorees Dick Keogh, Bill Griffin, and the
energizing young people at St . Francis
Farm.

It was a time for meeting new people
and old friends as we shared stories of kids,
grandkids, mutual friends, and the peace
and justice work that's been happening
since the last time we spent an evening
together . All this and sweet sunshine and
soft breezes too . Thanks to the usual sus-
pects for set-up and clean-up . Thanks also
to the other folks whose last minute help
was needed and appreciated. Special rec-
ognition to Jack Marino who, with deli-
cacy and firmness, kept us from being greedy

Green Grow the Grasses . . .

with the delicious spanikopita . This was the
sweet part.

It was also an evening of learning, of
hearing about things that shouldn't be,
things that hurt our hearts and made us angry.
Our guest speaker, Cecilia Zarate-Laun, co-
founder of the Colombian Support Network,
taught us about the impact of the self-im-
posed military and economic imperialism
that is the story of Colombia today . Guns,
Drugs, and Butterflies -.this grouping that we
used in our publicity and invitation - was
explained . We learned, among other things,
that the pesticides used to increase coca farm
production threaten certain butterfly spe-
cies - a poignant symbol of the vulnerability
of all life and beauty . Ever-present are . the
guns of military and para-military soldiers,
some of whose leaders may have "sharpened
their skills" at the School of the Americas.
This was the bitter part.

We come back to the sweet - or how else
do we keep going? The expressions of en-
joyment of the evening remind us that in
community -sharing our food, our laughter,
our stories, and our pain - is our strength . We
hope to see you many times at the Peace
Council before we come together for birth-
day # 65 .

Statement of
Purpose

TheSyracuse Peace Council (SPC),
founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social
justice organization . It is community-
based, autonomous and funded by the
contributions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and orga-
nizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer
exist . It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves
and the environment . As members, we
work to replace inequality, hierarchy,
domination and powerlessness with mu-
tual respect, personal empowerment, co-
operation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be
understood in isolation from each other
nor can they be overcome without rec-
ognizing their economic and militaris-
tic roots . SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We ini-
tiate and support activities that help
build this sense of community and help
tear down the walls of oppression . A
fundamental basis for peace and justice
is an economic system that places hu-
man need above monetary profit . We
establish relationships among people
based on cooperation rather than com-
petition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal
lives shape and reflect each other . In
both we are committed to nonviolent
means of conflict resolution and to a
process of decision-making that responds
to the needs of us all .

E

Rae Kramer

. . .and the weeds and the flowers and then the weeds again . The recurring cycles of life
and growing bring our recurring need for help . If you haven't quite satisfied your need to
do spring clean-up, have we got a deal for you! In fact, the deal is still good no matter what.
Please call us at (315) 472-5478 if you can give the Peace Council some time for : - clipping,
mowing, weeding and other yard improvements - painting - inside and out - general
housework - organizing, i .e . straightening up the second floor - anything else you feel like
doing to help with the house and yard . Bring a friend to help out, it's a great way to spend
time together for a good cause.

We will be enormously appreciative of whatever help you can give . Hours available
to meet your schedule . Just call and leave a message if we're not in . Thanks in advance
for your time and labor.
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Queer
Reflections

To celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender pride month, we asked
local activists to reflect on how their gen-
der and sexuality interacted with their
lives in the community. What we got in
return were stories of surviving illness,
prejudice and alienation, of being teach-
ers, performers and participants in com-
munities that are local, universal and on-
line . These stories testify to the diversity
and depth of the LGBT community, the
foundation of our pride. We hope they will
inspire you to write your own queer reflec-
tions and send them to the PNL for next
year's Pride issue.

And happy pride to all!

Winning the Lottery

Henry Yokel

I have just celebrated the 5th anni-
versary of my successful liver transplant!
My transplant came about as a result of liver
deterioration due to a chronic hepatitis B
infection, a condition which I've learned is
highly concentrated in the gay male popu-
lation . My journey started in the late 70's,
early 80's with my exposure to Hepatitis B,
"the other gay disease." I came of age as a
gay man in the early 70's and didn't worry
about anything more serious than syphilis
or gonorrhea, which were annoying, but
curable . My first adventure at a gay bath
house earned me a case of hepatitis, which
"with proper care and diet you could get
over in a few weeks," or so I was told at the
time. About two to three weeks after my
initial symptoms, I felt better, and I thought
I was over it . The doctor cleared me, and I
never gave it another thought until the
summer of 1983.

A routine physical with a new internist,
who was up on diseases among the gay male
population, revealed that I was still carry-
ing the Hep B virus . I had joined a select
number of folks (10%) who become chronic
carriers . I was told that I was asymptomatic

and that the virus was doing "a slow burn ."
There was no cure, however, I should have a
normal life expectancy . "Just be careful not
to pass it on ." So I didn't worry about it
throughout the decade of the 80's.

The 90's were a different story . In 1991,
I started to have digestive problems which I
first thought were acid reflux . It turned out
that my liver enzymes had gone way up . A
liver specialist at Upstate (NYS Health Sci-
ence Center at Syracuse) got me involved
with group trials of a drug called interferon
at the National Institutes of Health in
Bethesda, Maryland . I was flown there once
a month for six months, at government ex-
pense, to learn how to inject myself with the
drug and to get periodic supplies . The side
effects were terrible! I felt like I constantly
had the flu for the six months that I was on
interferon . It proved to have no effect on the
virus in my case . (There was only a 40%
positive response rate .) After I went off the
drug, I experienced such a resurgence of
energy and good health that I was convinced
that they were wrong.

It wasn't until January of 1993 that
symptoms of actual liver failure developed.
And I was again checking in with liver
specialists at Upstate for help with manag-
ing this disease . This time, I didn't find
much optimism or affirmation . At first they
were only interested in me as a potential
"guinea pig" for more drug trials . Then as
my symptoms became more advanced and
their drug study "was pulled due to too many
deaths," the doctors began losing interest in
helping me . When I suggested the possibil-
ity of a liver transplant, I was told by one
specialist that I "wouldn't find a transplant
facility anywhere that would waste a good
liver" on me because of my chronic Hepati-
tis B status and, even if I did, I would never
get my health insurance to cover it . In fact,
this same doctor tried to convince me that I
had Karposi's Sarcoma because of a skin
lesion on my face that was the result of my
liver failure . He insisted that I have yet

another HIV test and have the lesion
biopsied by a dermatologist before he would
continue to treat me.

Well, facing certain death with no op-
tions left, I first got depressed and was ready
to give up ; then I got angry and ready to
fight for my life ; and finally I got even! I
fired that doctor and found a better one, and
two years later I was headed for Massachu-
setts General Hospital in Boston for my liver
transplant, which turned out to be a great
success!

As the orderly wheeled me into the
operating room for the surgery, he remarked,
"Well I guess you won `the Lottery' last
night ." I didn't understand what he meant at
first, but later it began to sink in . I had never
considered myself very lucky or blessed
until that moment, but I've been counting
my blessings ever since : being blessed by
the miraculous presence of "angels" along
the way, who restored my self-esteem, got
me past countless obstacles and facilitated
my journey from one step to the next ; being
lucky enough to survive the development
of the drugs and technology which have
kept me alive; being lucky to have the
support of family, friends, colleagues, and
an activist Community that inspired me to
fight for and demand equal treatment from
the medical establishment . . . because I was
worth it!

Henry Yokel is a sometimes gay activist, a
grateful liver transplant recipient, and a
survivor of a chronic Hepatitis B infection.

Performing in the Grid Lines

Sonita Surratt

While reading an article and
viewing the art work of British
artists Gilbert and George, I began to ques-
tion my own grid lines . Do I have a perfor-
mance closet? Do I live in/out of the closet?
During the early seventies, an extremely
homophobic period, Gilbert and George's
artistry existed in between vertical and hori-
zontal lines ; boundaries could not be crossed.

I will never forget a parent's telephone

Continued on page 6
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Nonviolent Resistance
to US Militarism on Vieques, Puerto Rico

Andy Mager interviews long-time Viequense activist Luisa Guadelupe at the nonviolent
encampment outside the gates of Camp Garcia on Vieques . Photo : Cheri Capparelli

Andy Mager

During the past month the US media (and
general public) suddenly discovered one of
the most exciting nonviolent campaigns in
recent years—the effort to evict the Navy
from Vieques, Puerto Rico . Beginning in
late April, the news was filled with reports
that US forces were preparing to arrest non-
violent demonstrators on Vieques . This
coverage continued through the May 4 evic-
tion of over 200 activists.

Although the media coverage has
slowed to a trickle since the major confron-
tation, activists have regrouped and con-
tinue their resistance . The US forces were
successful in shutting down the public en-
campments and securing the two bases
briefly, but they have been unable to pre-
vent the ongoing return of demonstrators to
the military areas.

The activists are prepared for a pro-
tracted struggle . In a recent update, orga-
nizer Robert Rabin wrote, "Our people are
committed, more each day, to peaceful civil
disobedience in defense of our right to life ."
On May 18, Rabin was the victim of a brutal
assault by a special unit of the Puerto Rican
police who have maintained a heavy handed
presence on Vieques since early May.

During a journey to Vieques in March,
I had the opportunity to visit the camp at the
entrance to Camp Garcia (one of 14 camps
scattered in various parts of the military
areas) and meet some of those working to
end the military domination of their island.

One such inspiring activist is Luisa
Guadelupe who, despite her 82 years of age,
is a sprightly woman . She remembers Vieques
before the US Navy came and evicted her
family and thousands of others from their
land 60 years ago . She vividly recalls the
way her family of 16 was thrown off their

Andy Mager is a former PNL editor, long-
time social activist and freelance journalist.
He's excited to track nonviolent resistance
to militarism and injustice wherever it rears
its transformative potential .

land after receiving a scant 24 hours notice.
"They came with a big truck and put all our
belongings in the truck . They brought us to
an acre of land, but didn't give you a title—
just in case they needed to move us again ."

A 1947 InteriorDepartment memo discussed
plans to move the entire population of Vieques to
the island of SantaCruz. Fortunately, these plans
were never carried out.

"It was during World War II and people
didn't have the intelligence or bravery to
confront the military," she recalled . But Dona
Luisa and her compatriots have matured
over the years and, just over a year ago took
a stand to rid their beautiful island of the US
military occupation and its accompanying
bombing . She is clearly an inspiration to
other protestors who see the fire in her eyes
for justice.

STILL A BEAUTIFUL ISLAND

Vieques is a small island off the north-
east coast of Puerto Rico . It is renowned for
its lovely and secluded beaches, as well as
one of the world's three bioluminescent bays .

The Navy controls both ends of the string-
bean-shaped island, leaving only the center
third for civilian use . The ongoing military
exercises have been so intense that the is-
land is reputed to have more craters per
square mile than the moon.

This military onslaught has led to grave
human and ecological consequences.
Vieques has a 53% higher infant mortality
rate than the rest of Puerto Rico and the
highest cancer rate in all the Caribbean . A
security guard I met at the ferry terminal
described undiagnosable skin problems
which she believes are related to the military
contamination . In May 1999 the Navy ad-
mitted that it had fired depleted uranium
shells on the eastern end of the island. Pre-
vailing winds carry the uranium dust di-
rectly over civilian areas.

There have been sporadic campaigns
by the people of Vieques and Puerto Rico to
regain their land . However, they never
achieved mass support and were quickly
repressed. The people of Vieques particu-
larly remember Angel Rodriguez Cristobal
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who was arrested with 20 others for protest-
ing the military presence on their island in
1979 . He was sentenced to six months in
federal prison in Tallahassee, Florida and
was brutally murdered in his cell.

RESISTANCE MOUNTS

Everything changed on April 19, 1999
when David Sanes Rodriguez was killed and
four others wounded during a US bombing
exercise . His death ignited the long simmer-
ing resentment of the Viequenses . They or-
ganized quickly and set up a series of non-
violent encampments which prevented mili-
tary exercises for over a year.

"Fuera La Marina de Vieques" (Navy
Out of Vieques) has become a common re-
frain . On February 21, tens of thousands
demonstrated in Puerto Rico's capital city of
San Juan . In early April over 2,000 people (of
a total population of less than 10,000) par-
ticipated in an anti-Navy motorcade on
Vieques . Religious leaders on both islands
have been nearly unanimous in their support
for the demonstrations.

Angel DeLeon, a 6th grade school teacher,
was inspired to take a semester off from school to
workfu ll-time at the encampment .A veteran of both
the US Army and the Coast Gu ard, he was adamant
that "we're gonna stay here [at the encampment]
until theNavy leaves ."Aveteran oftheinvasion of
Grenada who taught Salvadoran soldiers at the
School of the Americas, DeLeon now finds himself
head to head with his former employer.

Despite attempts by law enforcement to
provoke demonstrators, the activists have
maintained their commitment to nonvio-
lence . After the main police operation on
May 4, the activists were taken to Roosevelt
Roads military base on the main island.
They refused to sign any agreements that
they would not return to the military areas on
Vieques and were released without any
charges being filed . A small number of dem-
onstrators evaded the police and remained
on the base.

Ten days later, nearly 60 people were
arrested, including the former president of
the Puerto Rican Bar Association and a
former boxing champion . Puerto Rican In-
dependence Party President Ruben Berrios
has also been arrested as well as a number of
religious leaders.

On December 12, US District Court
Judge Carmen Consuelo Vargas de Cerezo
recused herself from Berrios' case, declar-

ing, "Vieques is a silent prayer for peace and
renewal before the Holy Sacrament ." In her
statement she indicated strong support for
the Vieques cause.

There has also been significant support
for the protests among the Puerto Rican com-
munity in the US, as well as from some peace
and justice organizations . Two US legisla-
tors of Puerto Rican ancestry were arrested on
Vieques . Protests occurred in over a dozen US
cities, including one the day after the military
action, where seven activists were arrested for
jumping onto the field at Yankee Stadium
with Puerto Rican flags . Statements of sup-
port have been issued by the United Church
of Christ and the National Association of
Social Workers among others . The Spring-
field (MA) City Council passed a unanimous
resolution calling "upon the United States
Navy to relocate from the island of Vieques
and return the land to the Municipality of
Vieques for civilian uses ."

The organizers continue to develop strat-
egies for the next phase of their campaign.
They wholeheartedly reject the agreement
forced on Puerto Rico by President Clinton in
February . This agreement, signed by Puerto

Rican Governor Pedro Rossello, extends
the military occupation of Vieques for at
least three more years . During that time the
Navy agrees not to use live ammunition.
Vieques will receive a miserly $40 million
for economic development and a referen-
dum will be held within the next two years
to determine the ultimate fate of the bases.

DON ' T VOTE—LEAVE

"There was no vote when the military
took our land, so why do we need to vote to
evict them?" asks organizer Angel DeLeon.
He and others are concerned about the
military's ability to use intimidation and
money to influence the outcome of any
voting which were to occur . The activists
continue to call for an immediate end to the
military occupation.

Dona Luisa was among those arrested
by the FBI, despite the cautions of her
grandchildren "to be careful ." Her deter-
mined resistance to the US military pres-
ence on her island "doesn't mean that I
don't like North Americans," she empha-
sizes . Dona Luisa remains confident that if
people in the US understood the reality
facing her people they would join in the
chorus calling for an end to the military
domination of Vieques.

What You Can Do

Contact Jeffrey Farrow, (202) 456-
2896 (phone), (202) 456-2889 (fax)
and Maria Echaveste at the White
House, (202) 456-6594 (phone), (202)
456-6702 (fax) and tell them you op-
pose President Clihton's use of force in
Vieques . Contact your federal repre-
sentatives in Congress as well.

For further information, contact:
Committee for the Rescue and Devel-
opment of Vieques (Comite Pro Rescate
y Desarrollo de Vieques), Apartado
1424, Vieques, PR 00765, (787) 741-
0716, email : <bieke@coqui .net> or
check the web at:
www. viequeslibre.org.
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Reflections from page 3

inquiry about a music class I offered for
young children . After she asked what I
considered the relevant class content ques-
tions, she without hesitation asked if I were
a lesbian; she had heard this . Without hesi-
tation and I hoped masked defiance, I re-
sponded . That moment before I spoke
seemed a blur, but I remember thinking
"who I am as a person is being challenged ."
Never before had anyone in any way refused
to enroll their child or children in my class
because of my sexuality . The woman's
justification probably floored me even more.
To enroll her child would contradict the
tenets of her Muslim faith, the orthodoxy of
which espouses my lifestyle is immoral.

Being more of an optimist than a pessi-
mist, I focused my attention on the young
people that were interested in my artistic
expertise . I was determined that arrogance
and discrimination under the guise of reli-
gion would not subvert my focus from shar-
ing the universal language of music . While
steadfast, however, part of me became an
empty frame in the Gilbert and George grid.
In the grid I must discern and scrutinize
because being open and speaking freely
forces closed minds to either lie or treat you
as though you don't exist . This idea of being
in an empty space exists in reality, not in a
void, which personifies the sense of being
valueless exponentially . Only with confi-
dence can I do silent battle with the lies and
rejection . Seeing their fear and embracing
myself I can use my art to fill the grids with
meaning.

A more recent encounter that was some-
what more intimate prompted such feelings.
I worked with a group that was excited about
the improvement of their sound and was
very happy to have me as their vocal teacher/
coach until they became aware of my sexu-
ality and then one by one our interaction
changed . Fortunately, I was able to see the
innate nature of my emotional response
where trust had been invested . As an artist,
particularly in the performing arts, trust is
such a necessity.

One's perception, however, does not
deter them from the road to self-preserva-
tion . Since I do not live a surreptitious life,
I can probably forego the idea of a perfor-
mance closet. As experiences accumulate
so does the need to be more discerning .

Though I am not a silent partner, I probably
am among many others that still find it
necessary to occasionally slip on a doorframe
- remain quiet - when a scenario absolutely
demands it and let the audience draw their
own conclusions.

Sonita Surratt completed her degree work
in music and theater. . She is a member of
Glimmerglass Opera Company, Artistic
Director for Rising Sun Productions, and is
best recognized for Opera in the Hood.
Her theater credits include the role of
Jacintha in the off-Broadway production
of Testimony.

online on various listservs (electronic mail
discussion lists) for lesbians where
transgendered issues came up often . I quickly
found lists specifically for people who iden-
tified as transgendered on the female-to-
male spectrum . It was my first chance to
really correspond with people who seemed
to feel like me: people born into female
bodies, yet not identifying as women . People
who also struggled with not identifying as
women, but not necessarily identifying as
men. People who identified their gender in
a variety of different ways, such as
GenderQueer, FtM, boi, boychick, trannie-
boi, trannie-fag, or as one friend of mine
wrote "I'm a boi-fag-dyke-ftm-genderqueer ."
I could define who I was, I could redefine
myself, rethink my identity . I was allowed to
express the ambiguity, contradictions, and
inconsistencies of who I was without judg-
ment ; without the feeling that I must choose
now and maintain the choice forever. We
could discuss the contradictions between
our private selves, and our public selves . The
difference between feeling as if we are other-
gendered, yet living within a society that
allows us to only fit within one of two
gendered boxes . I found a community of
individuals who were, in many ways, like
myself. Even upon meeting these people in
person, to them, I was who I said I was ; they
did not judge who I was based on my body,
as happened in my day-to-day life.

It often surprises me when people ask
"how do you know these people are who
they say they are?" While there is a chance
that some are not, the ones I've grown closest
to are people who I see periodically off-line,
although many of them I see only once a year
at one of the annual conferences for those of
us who identify as being on the female-to-
male spectrum . Still, they are often the people
who know me best, or at least know best the
thoughts and feelings that I keep deep in-
side. They are the people who help me sur-
vive the day to day life and the struggle of
maintaining a sense of who I am in a society
that cannot yet accept anything other than
those who are man or woman.

Rob S. Pusch is a boi-dyke-ftm-
genderqueer who grew up in Syracuse,
but left for a while and then came back
to go to graduate school here in Instruc-
tional design . Someday he will graduate
and leave again.

Gender Queerness and
Maintaining a Sense of Self

Rob S. Pusch

In 1993 I came out as
transgendered. At that time knew I didn't
feel like a woman . Others seemed to think
that meant I must be a man . But I didn't feel
like that either . I also wasn't quite sure what
I really and truly meant when I said I was
transgendered . I read Leslie Feinberg' s Stone
Butch Blues when it came out and the story
seemed to speak to me . But I still needed to
find other transgendered persons to speak to.
I went in search of others like myself . I
needed someone to talk to who felt the same
way I did in order to help me process this . It's
hard to find community when you're not
quite sure what community you fit into.

At that time there wasn't a visible
trans community to be found in Syracuse . It
wasn't clear to me that there was a visible
community anywhere . While I did come to
find out about three other guys like myself,
for the most part I heard rumors of there being
other transgendered persons around town,
but no one was willing to actually tell me
who these people were . It wasn't at all like
when I came out as a lesbian when social and
support groups were fairly easy to find. I
knew two, yes two, other guys locally who
identified as transgendered . But two doesn't
offer much in the way of community . I tried
calling the number for the local support
group for trans-persons . I got a machine ; no
one ever called me back . I wasn't even sure
yet what I was feeling about myself . I wanted
other people like myself to talk this through
with.

At the time, I was already fairly active
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artwork by Karen Kerney

Our annual summer vacation guide is back for another year. Consider one of these intriguing and
important events when you plan your journey away from home . Joining with others in their struggles
reminds us that the movement for social change is alive and vibrant in communities across the U .S.
Perhaps your participation will help bring our diverse communities a small step closer and strengthen
our resolve to work towards a better future for us all.

W MCR VACAT3MN GUIDE

Radical Walking Tours of New York
City
DATE : June 4, I I ; July 2, 16 ; August 13, 20
PLACE: New York, NY
CONTACT: 7 18-492-0069; www . he . net/—radtours
COMMENT : learn about the social history of the city

Shut Down The Organization of
American States
DATE : June 4-6
PLACE: Detroit, MI & Windsor, Canada
CONTACT : 313-770-2041
COMMENT : the FTAA is a proposal by the OAS to
establish a "free trade" zone in the western hemisphere
that would extend NAFTA (North American Free
Trade Area) to the tip of South America . The main
purpose of these trade areas is to allow corporations to
reap greater profits by getting rid of environmental
regulations and unionized workplaces and opening the
borders for corporations to exploit workers in many
nations, while at the same time refusing to grant access
to workers who cross borders seeking better working
and living conditions ; also coincides with the People's
Global Action Conference

Star Wars Action Days
DATE: June 8-10
PLACE : your local community
CONTACT : Peace Action, 1819 H St NW #425,
Washington, DC 20006 ; 202-862-9740 ; www .peace-
action.org/starwars-actiondays .html
COMMENT : join local activists who will protest at
Congressional district offices across the country to
voice public opposition to Star Wars-type weapon
systems

National Sudan Day
DATE : June 9
PLACE : Washington, DC& other locations
CONTACT : Christian Solidarity International and
American Anti-Slavery Group, 888-212-5044 or 202-
822-6106
COMMENT: the Campaign calls the nation to action
and petitions President Clinton to stop what Congress
deems a "genocidal" onslaught by the Government of
Sudan on its indigenous African population ; the
onslaught includes forced starvation, enslavement, and
religious persecution

Delmarva Chicken Festival Protest
DATE : June 10
PLACE : Berlin, MD
CONTACT : United Poultry Concern, Karen Davis,
757-678-7875; www.upc-online.org/
0006 I Och icken_festival . htm I
COMMENT : demonstrate against factory farming

Leonard Peltier Vigils
DATE : June 11-12
PLACE : many communities
CONTACT : Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, PO
Box 583 Lawrence, KS 66044 ; 785-842-5774;
www.freepeltier.org
COMMENT : there are a large number of vigils planned
before Leonard's parole hearing

11th Annual Protecting Mother Earth
Conference
DATE : June 14-17
PLACE : Brownsville, TX
CONTACT : Charlotte Caldwell, Indigenous
Environmental Network, PO Box 485, Bemidji, MN
56619;218-751-4967 ; www .alphacdc .com/ien
COMMENT : focus will be on reclaiming our sacred
water : purification, healing& activism

2000 Subversions : Women's Studies &
the 'Twenty-First Century'
DATE : June 14-I8
PLACE : Boston . MA
CONTACT : NWSA, University of Maryland, 7100

Baltimore Blvd ., Ste . 500, College Park, MD 20740;
301-403-0525 ; www.nwsa .org
COMMENT : 21st Annual National Women's Studies
Conference

National Coalition of Blacks for
Reparations in America 11th Annual
Conference
DATE : June 14-20
PLACE : Washington, DC
CONTACT : N'COBRA; PO Box 62622 ; Washington,
DC 20029 ; 202-635-6272 ; www.ncobra .com
COMMENT: includes workshops, daily activities for
youth, and two days of lobbying on Capitol Hill for the
passage of H . R . 40, The Commission to Study
Reparations for African Americans Act

Black Radical Congress, National
Organizing Conference
DATE : June 23-25
PLACE : Atlanta, GA
CONTACT: Black Radical Congress, PO Box
490365, Atlanta, GA 30349;
www. blackrad icalcongress . org

8th Annual Dyke March
DATE : June 24
PLACE : San Francisco, CA
CONTACT : 415-241-8882 : http ://www .fireworx .org/
dykemarch .html
COMMENT : starts at Dolores Park ; keynotes by
Dorothy Allison & Jewelle Gomez

San Francisco Pride Parade : It's About
Freedom
DATE : June 24-25
PLACE : San Francisco, CA
CONTACT : San Francisco Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender Pride Parade Committee Inc ., 1230
Market St, PMB 421, San Francisco, CA 94102 ; 415-
864-3 733 ; www . S F-Pride .org/home .html
COMMENT: food booths, arts and crafts, dancing and
entertainment
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Summer Lobby Days to End the Iraq Southern Girls Convention PLACE : Norfolk, VA

Sanctions DATE : July 7-9 CONTACT : Norfolk Catholic Worker, 1321 W . 38th

DATE : June 24-28 PLACE : Louisville, KY St ., Norfolk, VA 23508 : 757-423-5420

PLACE : Washington, DC CONTACT: Liz Palmer, 502-459-4492 ; COMMENT : where the Navy keeps W-88 nuclear

CONTACT : Education for Peace in Iraq Center, 1 101 www .brat .org/sgc2000 warheads ready to be fitted onto Tomahawk missiles

Penn Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003 ; 202-543- COMMENT : for radical Southern wimmin and their

6176; www.saveageneration .org allies ; includes workshops on radical parenting and National Mobilization to End the
education, reproductive freedom, queer liberation, Sanctions Against Iraq
youth liberation, anti-tampon campaign, zine-making,

How to Run a Large Scale Community DATE : August 5-9
hacktivism, graffiti and street propaganda ; also many

Supported Agriculture Farm wimmin musical acts & vegan food; childcare PLACE : White I louse, Washington, DC

DATE : June 28 CONTACT : Education for Peace in Iraq Center, 1101

PLACE: Burlington Intervale, VT National Jewish Fast For Peace &
Penn Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003 ; 202-543-

CONTACT : 802-434-4122; www .nofavt .org 6176 ; www .saveageneration .org
Justice COMMENT : join Kathy Kelly, Martin Sheen andCOMMENT : 3-5pm DATE : July 20 others to deliver thousands ofpetitions on the I Oth
PLACE : US Capitol, Washington, DC anniversary ofthe sanctions

People's Campaign for Nonviolence CONTACT : Lee Diamond, 703-560-3623
DATE : July 1-August 9 COMMENT: call for ratification of the Comprehensive Demonstration & Civil Resistance at
PLACE : Washington, DC Test Ban Treaty, promotion of a federal living wage,
CONTACT : Fellowship of Reconciliation, Box 271, and enactment of a moratorium on the death penalty

the Y-12 Uranium Processing Plant

Nyack, NY 10960 ; 914-358-4601 ; DATE : August 6

www.nonviolence .org/for PLACE : Oak Ridge, TN

COMMENT : huge schedule of events including daily
Stop the Mad Scientists! CONTACT : Oak Ridge Environmental Peace

vigils, rallies, nonviolent actions, nonviolence Animal Genetix Days of Action Alliance, 100 Tulsa Rd . . Suite 4A, Oak Ridge, TN

trainings, leafletting, panel discussions DATE : July 20-26 37380,423-483-8202 ; orep@earthlink .net
PLACE : Minneapolis, St . Paul, MN
CONTACT : Upper Midwest Resistance Against North American Anarchist ConferenceProtest Launch of New Navy Destroyer Genetic Engineering, 651-213-6131 DATE : August I 1-17

& Excessive Military Spending COMMENT: Earth & Animal Liberation activists will PLACE : l .os Angeles, CA
DATE : July 2 converge to greet the International Society for Animal CONTACT : The August Collective, PO Box 6188
PLACE : Bath Iron Works, ME Genetics (ISAG) at their conference ; a wide range of

Fullerton, CA 92834; www.geocities .com/naacwebCONTACT: Jack Bussell, 207-772-1442 activities is planned to help mobilize against the
COMMENT : in the spirit of the protests against the rapidly developing bio technologies that threaten

COMMENT : networking, workshops, direct action,

WTO, IMF and World Bank, activists are, once again, wildlife, and aim to control and commodify living
films, art, plays, protest & more

confronting the military industrial complex when the beings on a entirely new level
USS MCCAMPBELL, an Arleigh Burke Class Aegis Home District Lobby Days to End the
guided missile destroyer, will be launched ; sponsored Pax Christi USA National Assembly Iraq Sanctions
by Veterans For Peace & Peace Action DATE: July 28-30 DATE : August 11-31

PLACE : Ashland, VA PLACE : your community

Earth First! Round River Rendezvous CONTACT : Pax Christi, 532 West 8th St, Erie, PA CONTACT : Education for Peace in Iraq Center, 1101

DATE : July 2-9

	

, 16502 ; 814-453-4955 ; www .nonviolence.org/pcusa Penn Ave SE . Washington, DC 20003 ; 202-543-

PLACE: Cherokee National Forest, TN COMMENT : Sound The-Jubilee Trumpet : Reconcile, 6176 ; www .saveageneration .org

CONTACT : River Faction, POB 16242, Knoxville, Renew, Rejoice! ; features noted scripture scholar, COMMENT: learn how to lobby and meet your elected

TN 37996 ; 865-633-8483 ; http ://move .to/katuah author and activist Ched Myers officials in their home offices

COMMENT: workshops in camo, stealth, radios,

waterfalls, fields, homebrew Unity 2000 Disarming the Naval Colossus in

Protest the Republican Convention Puerto Rico
Genetic Engineering and Our Food DATE : July 30-August 3 DATE : August 12-20

Supply PLACE : Philadelphia, PA PLACE : Vieques, Puerto Rico

DATE : July 6 CONTACT: Unity 2000/PCAN, 3001 Walnut St ., 5th CONTACT: Fellowship of Reconciliation, 2017

PLACE : White River Jet, VT Fl, Philadelphia, PA 19104 ; 215-382-1390 ; Mission St ., #405, San Francisco . CA 941 1014 I 5-

CONTACT : Adam Appel, 802-295-5804 www .unity2000 .com 495-6334 ; forlatant(cr igc .org

COMMENT: free panel discussion COMMENT: multi-issue, multi-constituency march COMMENT : join national delegation to visit

and rally to kick off a week of actions during the community groups & civil disobedience camps
Republican Convention . Join thousands of people8th International Conference on War
from organizations and movements across the U .S . If Weekly Peace & Anti-Sanctions Vigil At

Tax Resistance & Peace Tax you care about fighting globalization, establishing real MacDill Air Force Base
Campaigns democracy, protecting workers rights, civil and human DATE : every Thursday
DATE : July 6-9 rights for all people, saving our environment, PLACE : Tampa, FL
PLACE : Washington, DC eliminating poverty . . .other actions include legal rallies CONTACT : MacDill Vigil Group . (727) 827-1630;
CONTACT: National Campaign for a Peace Tax and massive civil disobedience . nosnews(ii`hotmail .com or barbhowe@hotmail .com
Fund, 2121 Decatur PI NW, Washington, DC 20008 ; COMMENT: Mac Dill is the command and control
202-483-3751 ; www.nonviolence .org/peacetax Nonviolent Witness at Yorktown Naval center for all military actions against Iraq and other
COMMENT : held in the U .S . for the first time in the Middle EastpointsWeapons Station

DATE : July 31
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12th Anniversary New York Lesbian &
Gay Film Festival
DATE : June t-I I
PLACE : New York . NY
CONTACT : The New Festival, 47 Great Jones St, 6 i '
Fl, New York, NY 10010; 212-254-7228;
www.newfestival .org

COMMENT : over 100 films hosted in several venues

21st Annual Otsiningo Pow Wow
DATE : June 2-4
PLACE : Otsiningo Park, near Broome Community
College, Binghamton, NY
CONTACT : OtsiningoAmerican Indian Program, 28
Zevan Rd, Johnson City, NY 13790 ; 607-729-0016;
www.tier.net/isa
COMMENT: features Allegany River Indian Dancers,
Caciba Jagua (Taino-Arawak), Yarina (Quichua),
Thunder Lizard Singers ; also Indian Craft Fair,
lectures, exhibitions, food, campfire storytelling, art

23rd Annual Bluegrass Festival
DATE: June 2-4
PLACE: Strawberry Park, Norwich, CT
CONTACT: Strawberry Park, Box 830, Norwich, CT
06360; 860-886-1944 ; campnustrawberrypark .net
COMMENT : camping, instrumental & vocal
workshops, children's activities

Goddess 2000 : International Goddess
Festival
DATE : June 8-I I
PLACE : Oakland, CA
CONTACT: Women's Spirituality Forum, PO Box
11363, Oakland, CA 94611 ; 510-444-7724

Clearwater's 34th Annual Great Hudson
River Revival
DATE : June 17-18
PLACE : Croton Point Park, Croton-on Hudson, NY
CONTACT : Clearwater Revival, 112 Market St,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 ; 800-67S LOOP;
www.clearwater.org
COMMENT : 7 music stages offolk, blues, gospel,
Irish, Cajun, World, Swing ; Children's theater, crafts,
storytelling, ethnic foods ; Holly Near, Janis Ian, &
others

26th Annual National Women's Music
Festival
DATE : June 22-25
PLACE : Muncie, IN
CONTACT: NWMF, PO Box 1427, Indianapolis, IN
46206 ;3 I 7-927-9355 ; www .al .com/wia
COMMENT: oldest women's festival in the U .S . ; 10
concerts, guest speakers, comedy concert, theater
presentation, I 50 workshops

20th Annual Old Songs Festival
DATE : June 23-25
PLACE : Altamont Fairgrounds, Altamont, NY
CONTACT: Old Songs, Inc., PO Box 399,
Guilderland, NY 12084 ; (518) 765-2815;
www.oldsongs .org
COMMENT : traditional music & dance, children's
activities, crafts ; feature Cajun, banjo, fiddling, Contra
dances, Celtic, French Canadian and more

Musicstock 2000 Festival of Music,
Peace & Love
DATE : July 3-5
PLACE : Cayuga Co . Fairgrounds, Weedsport, NY
CONTACT: 607-272-9213
COMMENT: 45 bands, camping, fireworks ; proceeds
to benefit soup kitchens & food pantries

Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival
DATE : July 13-16
PLACE: Rothvoss Farm, Ancramdale, NY
CONTACT : Grey Fox Office, PO Box 535, Utica, NY
13503; 888-946-8495 ; www.greyfoxbluegrass .com
COMMENT: 5 stages including main, workshop, grass
roots, dance & children's

Finger Lakes GrassRoots Festival of
Music & Dance
DATE: July 20-23
PLACE : Trumansburg, NY
CONTACT: Finger LakesGrassRoots Festival, PO
Box 941, Trumansburg, NY 14886 ; 607-387-5098;
www.grassrootsfest .org
COMMENT:over 40 bands including Cajun, Zydeco,
stringband, African, world beat, roots rock and
alternative ; food and crafts areas, art exhibits,
children's area with special performances and activities
for younger folks ; event supports arts, education and
the fight against AIDS

Falcon Ridge Folk Festival
DATE : July 21-23
PLACE : Long Hill Farm, Hillsdale, NY
CONTACT: FRFF, 74 Modley Rd, Sharon, CT
06069; 860-350-7472 ; www.falconridgefolk .com
COMMENT: many stages, dancing, camping, crafts,
workshops, song swaps, comedy, family, spoken word

25th Michigan Womyn's Music Festival
DATE : August 8-13
PLACE : Walhalla, MI
CONTACT : WWTMC, PO Box 22, Walhalla, MI
49458; 616-757-4766 ; www .michfest .com
COMMENT:40 performances, hundreds ofworkshops,

film festival, crafts fair; the Festival is also an
experiment in alternative community where we all
contribute to a collectively run village

2nd Annual Mother Earth Music, Arts &
Peace Festival
DATE : August 10
PLACE : Bath,NY
CONTACT: Peace Weaver Center, 607-776-2026
COMMENT : multi-cultural gathering takes place on
269 acres ; combines internationally known musicians,
traditional Elders and speakers on global issues all
focused on creating greater Harmony & Peace on
Earth ; performers include BabaOlatunji, 10,000
Maniacs and Samite of Uganda

Children's Crusade 2000
DATE : August 11-13
PLACE : Farmington, PA
CONTACT: New Meadow Run Bruderhof,
Farmington, PA 15437 ; 724-329-8573;
ccrusade2000@hotmail.com
COMMENT : work, play, sing, dance, think, share
cultcres & need; festival for children

Socialist Summer School 2000
DATE : June 8-1 I
PLACE : Chicago, IL
CONTACT : Institute for Social and Economic
Research, 3 12-409- 1105
COMMENT : the world's three richest people own more
than the combined gross national product of48
countries . Meanwhile, 1 .3 billion people live on less
than $1 a day . These are the realities that make the best
case for a society that serves human need instead of
corporate greed . Join us to take up the important
questions these movements now face. More than 80
discussions on struggles today, the socialist tradition,
women's liberation and more

Community Action School
DATE : June 8-11
PLACE : University ofMaryland, College Park, MD
CONTACT : CommunityAction School, Academy of
Leadership, Univ . of Maryland, College Park, MD
20742; 301-405-8564 ; www.academy.umd .edu/cas
COMMENT: national training for community leaders,
grassroots organizers, union activists, student activists;
keynote by Wilma Mankiller, Manning Marable,
Linda Chavez-Thompson

jCDICIDL,5
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Democracy Action Camp
DATE : July 13-19
PLACE : Los Angeles, CA
CONTACT : Rukus Society, 2054 University Ave

#204, Berkeley, CA 94704 ; www .rukus .org
COMMENT : join dozens ofcommitted environmental-
ists, human rights advocates, social justice organizers
and globalization activists to gather with experienced
trainers and facilitators ; activists will share skills in the
strategies and tactics of nonviolent confrontation in
preparation for actions at the Democratic & Republi-
can conventions

Nuclear Free Action Camps
DATE : summer
PLACE : southern VT, southwest MI
CONTACT : Citizens Awareness Network, 413-339-
5781, can@shaysnet .com
COMMENT : includes training for nonviolent direct

action, organizational, skills development, issues .
workshops & nonviolent direct action at VT Yankee &
Cook nuclear power plants

Training for Social Action Trainers
DATE : June 2-4, 13-18

PLACE : Philadelphia, PA
CONTACT: George Lakey, 4719 Springfield Ave,

Philadelphia, PA 19143 ; 215-729-7458;
www.trainingforchange.org
COMMENT : learn how to train others for social action
and create designs which empower those being trained
to see for themselves what to do next

Minority Activist Apprenticeship
Program
DATE : June 15-August I
PLACE : work across the nation in five local
campaigns
CONTACT : Center for Third World Organizing, 1218
E 21 St, Oakland, CA 94606 ; 510-533-7583;
www.ctwo .org
COMMENT : skills in labor and community organizing

Reconciliation Work Camp in Bosnia
DATE : June 24-July 12
PLACE : Sanski Most, Bosnia

CONTACT: Fellowship of Reconciliation, Box 271,
Nyack, NY 10960 ;914-358-4601 ;forpti@igc .org
COMMENT : US students participate with Bosnian

students in a work camp to heal the wounds of war

Democracy Summer
DATE : mid-June through mid-August
PLACE : various locations
CONTACT : Democracy Summer. 88 3rd Ave, Suite

313, Brooklyn, NY 11217 : 888-818-9098;
www.nmeforg
COMMENT : 8-week program designed to bring young

people into the progressive movement and train them in
the basic tools of civic activism

AFL/CIO Organizing Institute
DATE : June-July
PLACE : New York City, NY

CONTACT : Daisy Rooks ; 800-848-3021;
arooks@hotmail .com

Community Organizers
DATE : June-August
PLACE : New York City
CONTACT : Training Institute for Careers in

Organizing, 103 E. 196th St, Bronx, NY 10468 ; 718-

584-0515; www .tico I .org

COMMENT : work at one ofseveral grassroots
community organizations : NY Acorn, Mothers on the
Move, Northwest Bronx Community& Clergy

Intergenerational Gathering
DATE : July 7-9
PLACE: Washington, DC
CONTACT : Fellowship ofReconciliation, Box 271,
Nyack, NY 10960 ; 914-358-4601 ; forpti@igc .org
COMMENT : enables the exchange of ideas &
experiences between activists of different generations

Wise Women Weekend 2000
DATE : July 15-16
PLACE : Miami, FL
CONTACT: CenterPeace, 305-672-7759
COMMENT : empowering and inspiring weekend;
experiential and informational workshops on holistic
health, & maintaining balance

Open Hand Theater's Circus Camp
DATE : July
PLACE: Lafayette and Syracuse, NY
CONTACT : Open Hand Theater, 518 Prospect Ave,

Syracuse, NY 13208 ; 315-476-0466
COMMENT: classes include Comedy and Mime,

Movement and Dance, Magic and Juggling, Mask
Making and Art; ages 8 and up

Community Action Training
DATE : August 13-15, 20-22
PLACE : Denver, CO and Oakland, CA
CONTACT: Center forThird World Organizing, 1218
E 21st St, Oakland, CA 94606 ; 510-533-7583;
www.ctwo .org
COMMENT : intensive weekend-long introduction to

community organizing, including an actual in-the-field
outreach experience; the curriculum consists of skills
and political training, including approaches to social

change, building a social justice movement,
doorknocking, direct action, and fundraising

Skills For Change
DATE : August
PLACE : Washington, DC
CONTACT : Fellowship of Reconciliation, Box 271,
Nyack, NY 10960 ; 914-358-4601 ; forpti@igc .org
COMMENT : for ages 17-25 ; focuses on
multiculturalism, racial and social justice, and
strategies for creating positive social change ; part of
FOR's Peacemaker Training Institute

Omega Institute Workshops
DATE : all summer
PLACE: Rhinebeck, NY

CONTACT: Omega Institute, 260 Lake Dr,
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 ; 800-944-1001 ; www.omega-
inst .org
COMMENT: over 250 workshops, trainings, retreats in
personal health and development, gender, relationships
and family, the arts, nature and society, spiritualism

Institute for Solar Living Workshops
DATE : all summer
PLACE : Hopland and Ukiah, CA
CONTACT: Institute for Solar Living c/o Real Goods,

555 Leslie St, Ukiah, CA 95482 ; 800-762-7325;

isl@realgoods .com
COMMENT : various workshops focusing on
renewable energy, alternative construction techniques
and sustainable living practices

Herbal Medicine & Wise Woman
Workshops
DATE : all summer
PLACE : Woodstock, NY
CONTACT : Susun Weed, POB 64, Woodstock, NY
12498; 914-246-8081
COMMENT : for women and men ; write for listing;

examples: Hands-on Herbal Medicine . Menopausal

Years : The Wise Woman Way . Green Witch Intensive

Learning Alliance Summer Programs
DATE : all summer
PLACE : New York, NY
CONTACT : Learning Alliance, 324 Lafayette St, 7th

Fl, New York, NY 10012 ; 212-226-7171
COMMENT: many classes&workshops including
Black liberation, biotechnology, freeing local media.
compassionate action, fundraising, activist organizing

Tours to Cuba
DATE : June-August
PLACE : Cuba
CONTACT : Center for Cuban Studies, 124 W 23' J St,

New York, NY 10011 ; 212-242-0559:

www.cubaupdate .org
COMMENT : topics include Visual Arts, Politics &

Economics. African Roots of Cuban Culture & more

International Workcamps
DATE : all summer
PLACE : Latin America . Asia . Africa, Russia, Europe

CONTACT : International Workcamps, 43 Tiffany Rd,

Belmont, VT 05730 : 802-259-2759 ; www .vfp .org

COMMENT : promote international goodwill through
Short-term community service projects

db
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Deadly Harvest
Unexploded Ordnance in Laos

Michael Greenlar

Vietnam's western neighbor, Laos,
seems to get forgotten in any current debate
on the American legacy of the war in South-
east Asia . I have recently returned from a
three week trip into Laos for field research
and photography for a project on
unexploded ordnance (bombs) in Laos . The
point I would like to make is that decisions
our government made more than 35 years
ago regarding the war are still reaping deadly
harvests today and will continue to do so for
many generations to come.

It is an acknowledged fact that the
United States armed forces dropped two
million metric tons of bombs during the
"secret war" between 1964 to 1973 in Laos,
much of that in an attempt to eradicate the
Ho Chi Minh Trail . America dropped more
bombs on Laos than it did in all of World
War II, giving Laos the distinction of being
the most bombed country in the history of
warfare.

Foreign advisors in Laos such as MAG,
the . Mine Advisors Group from England,
estimate up to 30% of the bombs did not
explode and are therefore still dangerous.
Extensive ground battles also left artillery

and mortar shells, mines, rockets and other
unexploded ordnance, orUXO. Two-thirds
of the country is UXO-affected with ten out
of 18 provinces severely contaminated . At
present there is a 17—country humanitarian
coalition called UXO LAO, which in con-

Michael Greenlar is a freelance photogra-
pher living in Syracuse .

junction with the Lao government are re-
sponsible for all de-mining . Louise
Sampson from UXO LAO told me theremay
be as many as 300 million bombies in the
ground in Laos . Bombies are the nickname
for anti-personnel bomblets also referred to
as cluster bombs They are small tennis ball
size bombs and are the predominant UXO
danger . Unlike landmines, these are de-
signed to kill rather than injure.

Most accidents occur in rice fields,
grazing lands and in any attempts to build
infrastructure like roads, schools and hos-
pitals . Many of the thousands of victims

with a cast up to his waist . He had small scars
from shrapnel imbedded in his face . He
passed the time clutching a battery powered
desk clock with its repeating monotonous
loud alarm ringing inches away from his ear.
It was a haunting scene.

In the course of my travels I never
experienced a measure of bitterness towards
America, not even in Xieng Khuang, one of
the most heavily bombed provinces where
the entire citizenry was reduced to living in
caves for almost a decade.

I made a number of visits to a small
Hmong village still stuck in the 19th cen-
tury, by the name of Thachok . It was a place
where the children had never seen chewing
gum. Thachok was filled with war scrap.
There were hundreds of cluster bomb cas-
ings used as fences, pillars to hold up rice
huts, pig troughs and even a planter.

One day I came across a blacksmith
named Papo Yang, who was fashioning metal
grass rakes (to weed rice fields) from old
American artillery shells—a modern swords
into plowshares I thought . I just had to have
one, to bring it home as a souvenir . At
30,000 kip (about $4 US) I considered it a
steal .

The United States needs to accept re-
sponsibility in postwar Laos and become
the largest donor country contributing to
the de-mining trust fund . At present it is not.
The United States Department of Defense
should make available all classified infor-
mation on Vietnam era ordnance to humani-
tarian organizations in order to more safely
and effectively defuse all UXO' sin Laos . So
far it has not.

Bombie : anti personnel cluster bomb

Hmong blacksmith Papo Yang washing Hands
after fashioning metal grass rakes from
American artillery shells.

O Mike Greenlar 2000

have been children like 12 year-old Va Yer,
a Hmong boy who, on April 5th, was at-
tempting to help his family clear their land
for the new rice crop . He found a bombie,
picked it up and threw it away . The bomb
exploded on impact.

I met Va on my first visit to the Friend-
ship Hospital, in Vientiane, the Lao capital.
The hospital wasn't one by any American
standards . Va Yet- lay stretched out across
an old steel framed bed, blind in his left eye
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Subscribe to the FNL
Still only $12 a year for 12 issues!

Name:

Address :

City

State :	 Zip	

Phone:(_)	 -	

3D Enclosed $12 for one year.
(] $_ additional donation for all your great work!

Please contact me about volunteering .

0 This is a new subscription.

0 This is a renewal

My address has changed

the Syracuse Peace Council •

	

I
924 Burnet Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13203

VISTA Position
Opportunity

Reach out to individuals

and develop relations with

partner organizations -

research & development of

innovative mortgages.

Full time position with benefits

Send letter and resume ASAP to:

Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union

723 Westcott St .,Syracuse, NY 13210

or Fax to (315) 476-0567

SYRACUSE
COOPERATIVE
Federal • C,,dtt • Ud•u

Still trying to figure out
what to do for the rest of
your life? Looking for a
great experience?
Want to build your skills
and have fun at the same time?
Need money for education or to pay
off student loans? Do you want to
make a difference?

Apply to the
AmeriCorps*VISTA

FamilyCore Program
Neighborhood Organizing/ Outreach

Small Business Development
Housing & Homeownership Development

Individual Development Accounts
Family& Neighborhood Development

Community Development
Applications or info call:

Tenri Cameron
P .E .A .C .E., Inc . • 470-3300x17

Syracuse Real Fooc{ Cooperative
your community natural foo4 3'core

open 7 clays Sam' - 9pm.

	

.

	

. . .. . . . . .

	

. ..
spices, teas, pass, dries{ruit &' ruts, ve-

f~r vegetarian items, rice, herbs, soy
produLb, organic pro 4uce, organic
milk &cheeses, cherriical i`tee - [Heal

beef& c is en, & bulk pre--orde
buyin (or .rn zing savings.

618 Kensington Road--5yracuse, NY--13210
tel . 315-472-1385 & Fax 315-422-9021--http ://www.Foodcoop.org/srFc/

visa, mastercard, amex, novus, checks & Foodstamps accepted

The White Rose
Old Books & Antiques

•

,)

c
0 501 Hawley Avenue

LIMO*: Syracuse, NY 13203
i

Open noon tali dart or by appointment

315/' 478-3312

MICHAEL DESALVO
(315) 479-8255

906 PARK AVE
SYRACUSE, NY 13204

MARGARET	 R. MATHEWS C.S.W
CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

• Individuals
• Couples
• Sliding-scale Fee

846 Westmoreland Avenue
Syracuse, N .Y. 13210

(315) 424-7930

Dr. Howard S. Walsdorf

CHIROPRACTOR

treatments for.
Neck & Shoulder Pain

Lower Back Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street
Syracuse, New York 13210

Day & Evening Hours
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies
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GUNS, DRUGS AND BUTTERFLIES
The expression "Everything is connected" was

made explicit for me once again when I went to the
Syracuse Peace Council's 64th birthday party on
May 6 and listened to Cecilia Zarate-Laun speak
about "Guns, Drugs and Butterflies ."

A native of Colombia, Cecilia spoke eloquently
about the deep injustices in that Latin American
nation ; vast differences of wealth between the small
rich class and the vast poor class leave a small
middle class . The showcase democracy is a sham
because the military is the real power behind the
civilian government . The US government is send-
ing financial aid to the Colombian government
under the guise of fighting drug trafficking, but this
is only increasing the drug trade because the Co-
lombian para-military and military, not just the
revolutionary forces, are part of the drug trade!
Cecilia suggests that the main motive for US aid is
to make Colombia safe for "globalization," in which
multi-national corporations have free access to
weaken laws which protect workers, consumers,
animals and the environment . Good for profit but
bad for the rest of us.

Here's the connection Cecilia made for me as
an activist for animal rights and protection of the
environment : as the wealthy eject peasants from the
land they have been farming, many of the peasants
go to the rainforest to plant crops (primarily coca),
which kills trees, plants and animals . To compound
the destruction, the US government has been aerial
spraying the coca crops with pesticides, which also
kill food crops and sicken people and other animals.
A new atrocity is that the U.S . government has
introduced a genetically engineered fungus to the
rainforest . Theoretically, the fungus attacks only
coca plants, but Cecilia has heard reports that it is
attacking other plants too . She fears that it will
devastate the plants and then the animals of this area
of amazingly rich biodiversity . A rare butterfly is
only one of the precious creatures who are threat-
ened . To me, this is an illustration of how human
rights (or the lack thereof) and protection of animals
and nature are connected . For me, part of my animal
rights and environmental protection work is to also
try toconvince my government to stop sending my
taxes to unjust and repressive regimes.

Linda DeStefano

SANDRA STEINGRABER

IN SYRACUSE JUNE 7
Author ofLiving Downstream : An Ecolo-

gist Looks at Cancer and the Environment,
Sandra Steingraber is also a biologist and
poet, currently based at Cornell University,
and a sought-after speaker . Thanks to a grant from the Yvonne Tasker-Rothenberg
Fund, the Iroquois Group of the Sierra Club will bring Steingraber to the Carrier
Theater of the Civic Center, downtown Syracuse, on Wed ., June 7 at 7 :30 pm.
Donations of $5 are suggested to benefit the local Sierra Club in its various
campaigns, including education about the health and environmental dangers of
many widely used pesticides . Steingraber will address the far-ranging issues
covered in her important book and will relate the topic to some of our local
environmental problems . For more information, contact Linda at 488-2140 (8 to
5) or Martha at 492-4745 (8 to 5) or Debra at 415-1458 (5 to 9).

New Name - Same Shame
LOCAL TO GLOBAL : A SHORT WALK

In solidarity with others across the country, about 50 people gathered
at Columbus Circle in downtown Syracuse on May 24th to mark a significant
moment in the struggle to close the US Army School of the Americas . By the
close vote of 214 - 204 the House of Representatives voted on May 18 to close
the School and re-open it shortly with a new name - the Defense Institute for
Hemispheric Security Cooperation . The "new" school will be in the same place
and have the same mission . Changes in curriculum- e .g . increasing the human
rights segment from 4 to 8 hours - will be cosmetic . An amendment proposed
by Mr. Moakley from Massachusetts that called for closing the School for good
(without the transparent pretense of the name change) was defeated.

The intent of the gathering was to note in a public way that we understood
what had taken place in Congress and to share this message : New Name . . .Same
Shame.

Several people spoke describing current actions of SOA Watch and the
connections that tie together the SOA, the World Bank, the IMF, and the WTO.
Stories were shared about the April 16-17 actions in Washington, DC and the
presence of Central New Yorkers in those actions and the jail solidarity that
followed.

As the stories were being told, we were joined by about 15 people who have
been picketing outside the MONY Building two blocks away . The pickets are
in response to the sudden firing on May 12 of their current janitors, some of
whom have provided satisfactory service ,for more than 30 years . To save money
MONY has changed their janitorial contractor to one that will cost less . It will
cost less because it will use non-union entry level employees, pay them less and
provide fewer benefits . After years of service the fired janitors, union members
and mostly women ; will lose a living wage, health benefits, and pensions.

We sang together, led by the music and spirit of Colleen Kattau and Joli
Rickman, and we spoke about the connections between the struggle of local
workers for decent employment conditions and the role of the SOA in terrorizing
union organizers and workers in South and Central America . We saw the
obvious . If we work together, we can deepen our understanding of the
connections that join us and increase the impact of all of our work.
See you on the picket line .
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Look beyond all the corporate hype . Choose us for socially responsible
investing, loans, and service for people by people who care

Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union
723 Westcott St. Syracuse, NY 13210 (315)471-1116

Accounts insured by NCUA

ARE YOU PLANNING
YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL FUTURE?

LET
Hansen ' s Financial Et Tax Service

Susan S . Hansen
Registered Principal, CFP, LUTCF

Branch Office, Cadaret . Grant, & Co. . Inc ., Member NASD and SIPC

YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDFR :, * Mutual Funds, Annuities, Stocks or Bonds
(including Socially Responsible Investments)
Life, Disability, Long Term Care or Health Insurance

315-637-5153

	

800-318-9780 ASSIST YOU IN MAKING
WISE DECISIONS
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Onondaga Nation & the People of Central New York
In the Spirit of Celebration and Peace, the Onondaga Nation, the
Interreligious Council of CNY,Syracuse Community Choir and Neigh-
bors of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) Invite You to an Evening of Music
and Cultural Sharing

Summer Solstice Concert
With Ir ving Powless Jr., Audrey Shenandoah and others. Tradi-
tional Native Music, Contemporary Native Artists, Open Hand

Theater, Syracuse Community Choir directed by Karen Mihalyi,
The Wagon Burners, Cheryl Wilkins-Mitchell.

Wednesday JUNE 28- at the Onondaga Nation School*
6 pm - Refreshments and Art Displays - Concert begins at 7 :30
Sliding Scale Donation (0-$10) Call 472-5478(SPC) for info.

Wheelchair accessible- Interpreted for the Hearing Impaired

CO-SPONSORED BY :SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL, PEACE ACTION,
OPEN HAND THEATER, SYRACUSE CULTURAL WORKERS

`Directions : Take 81 South to exit 16 (Onondaga Nation Territory) . Turn Rt.
On Route 11 . Travel 1/4 mile . Turn Left on Route I i A (watch for signs).
Travel 1 3/4 mile to Onondaga Nation School (on right) . Parking in back

Juneteenth
2000

June 16-17 Juneteenth commemorates the June
19th date in 1865, when the slaves in Texas and Louisiana
discovered that they were free - more than two years after
President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation.

7-9 pm Friday, June 16 - Ancestral Cer-
emony taking place in Higher Onondaga Park . This cer-
emony is designed to pay homage to both African-American
ancestors, and local elders.

11am Saturday, June 17 - Juneteenth
Parade from the Dunbar Center 1453 S . State St. to the
Southwest Community Center JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS, MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT, AND

GAMES, CRAFTS AND FOOD ALL DAY.

70's Block Party with Morris Day and the Time

All events are inclusive, and are intended to benefit the
entire community, All Juneteenth events are free and open
to everyone . Free shuttle service will run from downtown to
the festival site from 11am to l 1pm on Saturday.

The event will close at 10pm.

For more information call 425-5185

PEACE
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SYR . : : . CUSE

PRIDE
2000

Festival tent • beer tent • main stage • live enter-
tainment • food and drink • information tables •
shopping • official Syracuse Pride 2000 mer-
chandise • postal cancellation station • Big
Pride Prize raffle • large outdoor dance closes
the evening's festivities around 11 :00pm.

	 Free	
Promote the spirit of pride in

Syracuse, get involved in this
great event.
For information or to volunteer,
ca11463-8516

Saturday, June 17, 2000 . Pride Parade 5pm
From the Trolley parking lot at Clinton and Gifford streets to the grounds of the Everson Museum

Starting later provides opportunity to attend the annual Juneteenth celebration.

924 Burnet Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
Complimentary Copy

Please subscribe--STILL $12/yr!
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