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I READ THIS LETiE!
THE MOST OBVIOUS DIFFERENCE ABOUT THE AUGUST PNL is the length—or lack of it . As with
August each of the last two years, our finances are low . Summer is a difficult time since volunteers
leave town—having fun and stuff—making it difficult to organize actions, events and fund-raisers.
Unfortunately, the hand-to-mouth finances of SPC don't offer much cushion in times of want.

In light of this I've been asked by the SPC Council (our version of a "board") to spell out the
financial situation of SPC . The Council feels that we don't give folks a clear image of how thin SPC
operates . The idea is that if people understand the shoestring SPC budget, they may be moved to
small acts of generosity.

Remarkably, we have actually reduced the SPC budget over the last four years . Even with rising
printing and postage costs, SPC operates on about $26,000 a year . This figure includes the expenses
of putting out amonthly newsletter, SPC sponsored events, and a single staff salary . It is truly amazing
what gets done by a committed group of volunteers and a single staffperson, with so little resources.

Shortening the newsletter and having it printed at SPC Press (in our basement) saves SPC
around $400 . That's two weeks staff salary (cost to SPC before taxes) at the current $5/hour, soon-
to-be-below-minimum wage payed the staff. Staff salaries don't include benefits.

Creativity and action are two of the cornerstones of SPC activities—cornerstones which keep
SPC active in difficult times. It is a testimony to those people committed to the principals of SPC that
it has continued to educate, agitate and organize for 60 years in the face of an ever-changing political
climate.

That commitment recently resulted in important structural improvements in the regular operation
of SPC. This spring we held our first-in-many-years SPC Dinner to celebrate our 60th Anniversary.
Our fall '96 event is currently in the planning stage, and we will continue to hold twice yearly
celebrations.

For two years we have worked to rebuild the infrastructure of SPC . We held a large, general
meeting, forming a committee structure which (in theory and occasionally in practice), coordinates
the activities of SPC . One of these committees is the SPC Council, which is responsible for long-term
planning . Currently the Council, with the support of two legal advisors, is working to found a "Sister
Foundation" called the Whitney Foundation (after Norman Whitney, one of the original SPC
members) . This will act as a tax-deductible nonprofit enabling SPC to apply for grants.

For example, a grant could be used to increase the staff at SPC . It is clear that there is just plain
too much work between the newsletter, volunteers and organizing, for any one person to do
effectively . For SPC to improve, the staff workload needs to become manageable.

It is also clear that SPC is currently supported financially by a small number of people (mostly
subscribers), with a very, very, verysmall number giving a disproportionate amount in acts of amazing
generosity.

We need your help . The Syracuse Peace Council deserves to survive . And to survive, it needs
you . It's just that simple . For the first time in many years SPC is benefiting from long and short term
planning, but plans take time to work and these are difficult financial and political times.

Please give generously of your money, your time, or both . Please send a donation and help
continue the good work of SPC . Now more than ever, working for peace and social justice are of
utmost importance.

These are trying times, and the question remains . . .how much for peace?

— Bill Mazza, SPC Staffperson

Please send your donation to the Syracuse Peace Council now!

The Syracuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse, NY 13203 (315) 472-5478
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S.O.A. Update
School of the Americas Under Continued Scrutiny
Ed Kinane

q REETINGS FROM the McKean County
Federal Minimum Security Camp in the

wooded hills of northwest Pennsylvania—
miles and hours from anywhere.

By the time this reaches you myself and
most of the "S .O .A . 13" will have served our
two months' sentences and be back "on the
street." However Fr. Roy Bourgeois (serving
six months), Fr. Bill "Six" Bichsel, S .J. (four
months) and Louis De Benedette (four months)
remain incarcerated.

While Roy is away from his S .O.A . Watch
office at the main gate of Fort Benning, Carol
Richardson (recently of Witness For Peace's
Washington, DC office) is there covering for
him .

Carol writes that in mid-August she's
expecting about 300 nuns from the Leadership
Conference of Women Religions to converge
on Fort Benning for an anti-S .O .A. witness. I
have a fantasy about all these women: with
Susan Sarandon and Sister Prejean they all
march onto the base, surround the S .O.A ., and
exorcise it! Think of the impact of 300 nuns
appearing in Judge Elliot's court!

In July the S .O.A. was the subject of two
nationally syndicated columns by the Wash-
ington Post's Mary McGrory . Her July 4th
piece, "The Price of Freedom" begins, "Thir-
teen Americans are spending the Fourth of
July in prison to protest a mad military pro-
gram that has left a trail of blood and tears on
this continent ."

McGrory cites the 53 page public report
of the Intelligence Oversight Board (IOB) on
the C.I .A . in Guatemala, released June 28.
According to the report the department of
defense discovered in 1991, and reported to
Congress, that materials used by the School of
the Americas and the Southern Command to
instruct Guatemalan and other Latin Ameri-
can officers from at least 1982 - 1991 "ap-
peared to condone (or could have been inter-
preted to condone) practices such as execu-
tions of guerillas, extortion, physical abuse,
coercion and false imprisonment." A non-
public version of this report was submitted to
President Clinton . The IOB was charted to
advise the President of intelligence activity
that is possibly unlawful or contrary to the
President's orders.

Ed was part of the 'S.O.A . 13" and is a
member of the PNL Editorial Committee .

Upcoming S .O.A . Action
FROM NO VEMBER 13-16 there'll again

be a vigil at the gate of Fort Benning com-
memorating the slaying of two women and six
Jesuit priests on November 16, 1989 in El
Salvador by graduates of the School of the
Americas . At least several Central New York-
ers will be taking part . Please consider joining
us, either as a support person or as one risking
arrest . (November will be here before we
know it . Some folks may need to begin now to
arrange to take the week off then .)

The impact of this action will partly de-
pend on the number of those willing to risk
arrest . Thanks to the wide and excellent pub-
licity given the S .O .A. 13, it's by no means
certain that this year Fort Benning will risk
arresting us . They are probably beginning to
see a trend : on November 16, 1994 three were
arrested (for chaining shut the doors of the
S .O.A.) ; on November 16, 1995 ten were
arrested for re-enacting the 1989 slaughter
(with cardboard machine guns) . This Novem-
ber 16 it would be very powerful if we gradu-
ated form one-and two-digit arrests to three-
digit numbers arrested.

For more information on the November
vigil and action, contact Carol at : S .O .A.
Watch, PO Box 3330, Columbus, GA 31403,
(706) 682-5364. In Syracuse, contact me or
Ann Tiffany at 478-4571.

Haudenosaunee Leader Passes On
treat all others, all the people who walk on
Mother Earth, including every nationality,
with kindness.

I see the Peacemaker as a man of
peace, but with the power to do 'good
things . When he was alive, as he moved
about on the earth, he was getting his
instructions from the spiritual powers . It is
the same today . I try to tell people that as
you are walking about, and you think you
are using the good mind, the Creator is
talking to you, coming into your mind . You
think it's your own mind, but words are
being put in and you're not aware . And
sometimes there are the thoughts of an-
other mind, the mind that would destroy
life . That was the mind which had pos-
sessed Tadodaho before the transforma-
tion, before he embraced the Good Mind
and became a leader of the Grand Coun-
cil . His transformation was complete, and
he became a spokesman for peace and
righteousness. His is one of the greatest
stories of all time.

Paul Pearce

Chief Leon Shenandoah
May 18, 1915 — July 22, 1996

CHIEF LEON SHENANDOAH died on
July 22, 1996. Since 1969, he served as

Tadodaho, the temporal and spiritual leader of
the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois Confederacy).
He was called to this position as many others
before him in the unbroken lineage estab-
lished by the Peacemaker who brought peace
to warring nations, formed the Haudenos-
aunee and established the role of Tadodaho.
We honor Chief Shenandoah's life by sharing
his words from the introduction to White Roots
of Peace, Paul Wallace's text first published in
1946, interpreting the story of the Peacemaker.
(Clear Light Publishers 1994)

Chief Shenandoah:
. . .When an individual who holds the

title of Tadodaho passes away, another is
raised up in his place and the tradition
goes on. The Onondaga Council selects
Tadodaho, and it is a great responsibility.
Tadodaho represents the mind which pro-
motes peace and the welfare of all people.
He must be kind to the people and express
love for their welfare, and he must never
hurt anybody.

. . .When I was young and I first began
to listen to the Chiefs, one of the two men
I have known in this lifetime who held the
title of Tadodaho stood at the council and
said, You must watch what we are doing
and listen to what we say . Someday we will
not be around and others must succeed
us ." He met with the group I was with, and
it sounded like he was talking to me . Since
then I have tried to, live that way—as
though he were talking to me.
The teachings are very good . The most
important thing is that each individual must
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Mumia Conference Held in Philly
Free Mumia Abu Jamal! Free All Political Prisoners! No More Death Penalty!
elana levy

A S WE WALKED towards the basement
room of the Friends meeting house in

philadelphia at loam, we heard a young man
rapping, and then saw him playing to the
crowd of conferees as he repeated the refrain:
"just because it's legal, don't make it right ."
the stanzas of his rap spoke to the enslavement
of the african people in the americas, the
slaughter of native americans, the concentra-
tion camps during world war two, the impris-
onment and bombing massacre of members of
MOVE inphiladelphia, in particular may 1985,
and of course, mumia abu jamal on death row
for 14 years in pennsylvania . the rapper was
michael africa, jr., 18 years old, born in prison,
his mother beaten and arrested when eight
months pregnant, by the infamous philadelphia
police in 1978, and she's still in prison . back-
ing up his rap were pam africa, coordinator of
international concerned family and friends of
mumia abu jamal, sally o'brien of WBIA,
nyc's pacifica radio station, and safiya bukhari
of the ny coalition to free mumia, herself an
ex-black panther political prisoner. what a
great opening for the conference of organizers
to free mumia abu jamal.

pam africa opened the july 6th confer-
ence with an update on the case, including the
victory of HBO showing the video of mumia.
the FOP (fraternal order of police, philadelphia
police organization) lobbied hard to stop the
showing . people are urged to write to Time-
Warner (at Sheila Nevins, 1100 Sixth Av-
enue, NY, NY 10036), in support of having
shown nationally a relatively balanced video
about mumia's case.

lenny weinglass, a member of mumia's
four person legal team, then spoke . mumia had
asked weinglass to represent him at an interna-
tional conference on the death penalty in italy.
the italian senate that day had voted to extra-
dite to the u .s . an italian national, venizia,
wanted in florida for murder . italy is one of 56
nations which has outlawed the death penalty.
the state of florida had sent a paper "guaran-
teeing" that the florida courts would not seek

the death penalty . weinglass was asked by
anti-death penalty activists to go to rome to
speak to the senate. weinglass told the senate
the "guarantee " would not hold up in a u .s.
court. he also spoke of the use of the death
penalty in the u .s . at this time, with over 3,000
people on death row, and 56 persons executed
in 1995, twice as many as in '94 . the only other
highly industrialized nation which still has a
death penalty, japan, has 32 prisoners on death
row. the next day the italian senate revoked the
extradition order . italy's highest
court stated that the use of the death
penalty in the u .s . "violates the inter-
national norms of human rights ."

the 1996 death penalty act at-
tached to the anti-terrorism bill,
which bill clinton signed, may well
affect mumia's case, along with all
capital cases . the federal courts had
reversed about 30% of death penalty
cases before the new bill . so with the rules of
habeus corpus now severely restricted by the
new legislation for prisoners on death row,
many will no longer be able to get a federal
hearing, and may be executed in violation of
federal laws . quoting attorney weinglass : "the
u.s. is a pariah on the death penalty ."

mumia's case may be heard in the
pennsylvania supreme court in the fall . if he is
not granted an appeal, the plan is to appear in
federal court in early 1997, though as just
stated, that will now be more difficult.

the pennsylvania courts continue to "le-
gally" violate mumia ' s rights in unprecedented
fashion . they have ruled that the prison au-

Join the Fair Trial for Mumia
Committee for a screening of:

Date With Death:
A Conversation with
Mumia Abu Jamal

at the Westcott Community
Center
826 Westcott St
on Aug. 6 at 8pm.
Free & open to the public.
Call 472-5478 .

thorities can open and copy mumia's legal
correspondence . this is a first . the court has
also ruled that mumia's two para-legals can
not go into the prison on legal visits, further
isolating him . mumia and his legal team can
no longer work effectively together . one has to
ask : if the pennsylvania courts can take away
all of a prisoner's rights, where are we headed?
where are we headed in this country?

two weeks after the philadelphia confer-
ence, organizers from upstate ny met
in albany—albany, poughkeepsie,
new paltz and syracuse were repre-
sented . we decided to work together
as the "upstate new york free mumia
network ." our first project is to bring
pam africa and michael africa, jr . on
a speaking tour of this region in the
fall . if you want to help organize
events in syracuse, or in other parts of
the region, please leave your name

and number at 472-5478 . i will get back to you

ASAP. what pam and michael have to say and
teach will fire us up!

T heNot on the Guest List! coalition has formed
to demonstrate at the democratic national con-
vention august 26th-29th in chicago.
their demands are:
•expose and oppose the racism and classism
of the criminal "justice" system.

• free all political prisoners in u .s . jails,
including native american activist leonard
peltier, puertorican indepentistaalejandrina
torres, black panther party activist geronimo
ji jaga pratt, mumia abu jamal, and anti-
imperialist activist susan rosenberg.

• stop police brutality.
for info call : (312) 278-6706.

if interested in car pooling please call SPC at
472-5478.

keep the date : monday, december 9th for a
march on wall street: we will not allow mumia
to be killed . people will be going from syracuse.
more info in september pnl.

WELCOME to the next meeting of the fair
trial for mumia committee:

thursday, 22 august, 4pm,
at SPC, 924 burnett

elana levy is a member of the Fair Trial
for Mumia Committee, syracuse.
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Central America / Caribbean Coalition Meeting Notes
The Central America/ Caribbean Coalition
continues to generate many issues and much
opportunity for response and action.

Cuba : According to the latest Pastors for
Peace newsletter the computers which had
been confiscated by the Treasury Department
were to be delivered in early July . Updates will
continue to be provided . A recent alert concern-
ing the Helms-Burton Bill, which penalizes
non-US companies whose enterprises utilize
Cuban assets which were confiscated since
1959, points out that the bill is illegal under
international law and is in apparent conflict
with current US trade agreements . Ironically,
these include NAFTA and GATT . Pres. Clinton
has suspended this provision for six months.

Guatemala : The recent release of CIA
materials still leaves many unanswered ques-
tions about the murders of Efrain Bamaca
Velasquez and Michael Devine, and the torture
of Sister Dianna Ortiz . NISGUA reports that
death threats have been make against the team
of forensic anthropologists who are exhuming
the mass graves of massacred communities.
El Salvador : Overcrowding and living condi-
tions among inmates at Santa Ma Prison have
gotten so bad that the prisoners mutually agreed
to hold a lottery to choose four of their own to
be hung inside the prison walls in order to draw
attention to their plight . The death sentence
was postponed when the government agreed to
negotiate. Eighty percent of the 8000 prisoners
have yet to be sentenced.

In La Estancia, Syracuse's Sister Commu-
nity in El Salvador, a Leadership Council or

Central Committee (Gran Directiva) of the five
communities (caserios) was established on June
16 . With monies donated by the Syracuse Sis-
ter Community they will meet to decide which
projects to sponsor and develop a regional
vision . The Central Committee will also ad-
dress issues of the environment, politics and
social economy.

Haiti : The US government released
FRAPH leader Emmanuel Constant, who was
on the verge of being deported to Haiti, where
he would have faced trial . Constant had threat-
ened to reveal information about his CIA ties
if he were deported. Please contact the White
House, Justice Department, INS and State
Department to ask that he be rearrested and
returned to Haiti.

Ms . M Catherine Matemowska of The
Lambi Fund of Haiti spoke to the CACC
group. The Lambi Fund supports popular or-
ganizations with very small grants to initiate
self-sustaining projects initiated and controlled
by local communities. The Fund has sup-
ported community organizing, agriculture,
reforestation and women's projects . In two
years of operation, all the first year's grant
recipients ' projects have become self-sustain-
ing, proving that a little seed money can be
extremely effective where the popular move-
ment has no cash resources . Many from the
local Haitian refugee community were present
to dialogue with Ms. Matemowska and ex-
pressed interest in executing a successful fund-
raising campaign. Ms. Matemowska can be
contacted at : PO Box 18955, Washington, DC
20036 .

Other News
July 21 marked the 1st Anniversary of the

death of fellow activist Hank Strunk. We con-
tinue his commitment to peace and social jus-
tice in a variety of projects . A foundation is
being formed to support work consistent with
his own . A "Video Toolkit," which he began,
is slowly being assembled . For more informa-
tion call Paul Pearce at 472-5478 . CACC is
planning a fund-raising event this fall at the
Westcott Community Center which combines
Hank's video organizing approach with the
current popular concern about exploitative la-
bor practices in Central America, the Carib-
bean and right here at home. If you would like
to support these activities financially, please
send checks to: Shirly Novak, 2669 E . Genesee
St ., Syracuse, NY 13224.
Labor Action:

CACC urges people to write letters to the
Disney Company regarding their use of under-
paid labor in Haiti, El Salvador and other parts
of the world . Send your concerns to Michael
Eisner, CEO, Walt Disney Co, S . Buena Vista
St, Burbank, CA 91521.

Several CACC members have also re-
ceived responses from J .C . Penney's public
relations department which included a copy of
a letter from the US embassy in Haiti, claiming
to have generally found adequate working con-
ditions and average daily earnings which ex-
ceed the legal daily minimum. The embassy
spokesperson makes no mention of workers'
rights to organize, nor does he cite any inde-
pendent audit with meaningful descriptions of
what is "adequate ."

The next CACC meeting Is
August 14, 6 PM potluck at

Plymouth Church, 232 E. Onon-
daga St., Syracuse.Ntw Cetiz
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924 Burnet Avenue

Syracuse, NY 13203-3291

Enclosed $12 for one Year

1 ___$ additional donation
F lease contact me

about getting involved!
New Subscription

L fenewa'

Syracuse Community Radio (SCR)
has submitted its broadcast application! SCR
could be on the air as soon as spring `97 . Help
us develop programming, acquire grants,
bring new members aboard . Look in the Sept.
PNL for more details and announcements.
Party in September to celebrate our impend-
ing approval . Keep in touch: P.O. Box 6365,
Syracuse, NY 13217-6365,
474-9507 (10-8 PM) or 478-5215 (24 hours)
srcomrad@dreamscape .com

—Frederic Noyes
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Atomic Cafe

F OR OVER FIFTY YEARS global cul-
ture has lived in the atomic shadow . For

the last half-century the nuclear presence has
altered the ways we think, work and play . And
each year the dates of August 6 and August
9—the dates the US bombed the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki—turn our
eyes and our thoughts to the atomic shadow.
Amidst consistent controversies and unsettled
questions of "might and right," people around
the world choose these dates to witness not
only the historic roles of atomic energy, but

the ways in which we live with the atom in our
day-to-day lives . The cast of the atomic shadow
can be found almost everywhere we look
closely, but throughout the years it has re-
mained perhaps most visible in the arts—film,
video, visual art, literature, television, poetry
and music.

On Friday, August 9
at 7 :30 PM Syracuse area
peace and social justice
organizations are sponsoring the Atomic
Cafe—an eclectic mix of video, spoken word
and music exploring our relationship to the
atom—at the Westcott Community Center, on
the corners of Westcott and Euclid on the near-
east side of Syracuse. Refreshments will be
served . The event is free and open to the
public, although donations will be accepted to
defer costs.

The Atomic Cafe is cosponsored by Peace
Action CNY, the Upper New York State Area
American Friends Service Committee and the
Syracuse Peace Council .

— Bill Mazza

ffto#rie C#
Friday, August 9 at 7 :30 PM
at the Westcott Community Center
836 Westcott St, Syracuse

Nukes Bomb in Court
World Court Decision Declares Nuclear Weapons Illegal
Kazuaki Tanahashi

bN JULY 8, 1996, Judge Mohammed
Bedjaoui of Algeria, President of the

International Court of Justice in the Hague,
announced to a packed courtroom the Court's
landmark ruling on the legality of nuclear
weapons . The Court declared that "the threat
or use of nuclear weapons would generally be
contrary to the rules of international law appli-
cable in armed conflict ."

The Court stressed that "there exists an
obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to
a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear
disarmament in all its aspects under strict and
effective international control ." The Court,
however, remained undecided "whether the
threat or use of nuclear weapons would be
lawful or unlawful in an extreme circumstance
of self-defense, in which the very survival of
a state would be at stake ."

About ten members of peace groups gath-
ered in front of the War Memorial Building in
San Francisco on the same morning of the
announcement . I brought a large horizontal
banner my fourteen-year-old daughter, Karma,
made which said "vtcroRY," followed by a
drawing of mushroom clouds, then "ILLEGAL

NOW." In front of the building we put up
another sign which said, "WORLD COURT DE-

CLARED TODAY THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE ILLE-

GAL . " About five of us sat on the sidewalk for
two hours drumming and yelling out, "Cel-
ebration! Celebration!" Some passers-by re-
sponded in excitement and joy . Passing cars
and buses honked in agreement.

The World Court Project is an inspiring
example of what citizens can do to change the
course of history. The idea of bringing the
nuclear arms issues to the Court was formed
by a few people in someone's kitchen in New
Zealand in the mid-1980s. They formed a
group called the International Association of
Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms and earned
increasing support from other individuals and
organizations. Their lobbying resulted in hav-
ing the World Health Organization request
that the Court issue an advisory opinion on the
legality of the use of nuclear weapons . But this
first request was declined by the Court.

When the issues were first brought to the
United Nations General Assembly, the United
States, along with other nuclear weapons states,
campaigned to keep the General Assembly
out of the scene . But the UN member states
voted in favor of requesting a World Court
ruling in December 1994. At that moment I
saw the real possibility that nuclear weapons
might be pronounced illegal.

The advisory opinion, which was de-
scribed by the Court as consultative and not
binding, was largely ignored by the mass
media in the US . But I believe that the impli-
cations of this decision by the world's highest
legal authority on questions of international
law are huge . The threat of and readiness for

nuclear attack have been the most powerful
means shaping the foreign and defense poli-
cies of the nuclear weapons states.

In his keynote speech at a 1993 confer-
ence called "New Contexts, New Danger:
Preventing Nuclear War in the Post-Cold War
Age," Daniel Ellsberg said that nuclear weap-
ons have been used, in the form of a threat, a
dozen times or more since Nagasaki . Now
anything in line with Kennedy's threat to the
Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crisis
would be regarded as a criminal act by the
World Court.

Even though there is a gray area left open
about the use of A-bombs for self defense,
current nuclear weapons stockpiles are inher-
ently offensive . The US would not "need" as
many as 100 weapons to defend itself in the
most unlikely event of desperate self defense.
Therefore the use of at least 99% of the US
nuclear weapons would be defined as illegal.
That means that according to this ruling, most
of the existing weapons are useless . It is clear
that the Court has invalidated any justification
for further development as well as deployment
of nuclear bombs, which Judge Bedjaoui called
"the ultimate evil ."

Kazuaki is a founding member of
Plutonium Free Future and coordinator of
Ten Millennium Future, both based in Berkley,
California. He visited Syracuse in April 1993
as part of the " 100 Years of Zen in America"
conference . During the conference, he and
other members of Plutonium Free Future
displayed artworks at Altered Space
Conglomerated, in a show titled "Art, Crisis
and Vision ."
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Flirting With Disaster
Department of Defense Tries to Cement Relationship With Civilian Nukes
Bill Mazza

ACCORDING TO a press release and sup-
porting documents circulated by the

Chenango North Energy Awareness Group,
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NiMo)
has entered a bid to produce tritium—an essen-
tial material in all US nuclear weapons—for
the Department of Energy (DOE). NiMo is
competing for a contract to produce replace-
ment tritium for existing nuclear weapons in
the US arsenal . With tritium's 12 .3 year half
life, the DOE estimates it will need tritium
between the years 2005 and 2011, depending
on ratification of the START II treaty as writ-
ten .

The DOE is currently exploring two op-
tions for Tritium production, as outlined in the
DOE "request for applicants ." The first uses an
existing Commercial Light Water Reactor
(CLWRs), which the DOE would purchase or
simply contract services from . A second option
is for the DOE to design and build an Accelera-
tor-Produced Tritium (APT) system for tritium
production.

A third option, not mentioned in the DOE
request, is to not replace the existing tritium,
rendering the majority of the US nuclear arse-
nal as useless as it is redundant, im-
practical and unwanted . This option
is particularly consistent with the re-
cent World Court decision finding
nuclear weapons illegal (see page 6).

NiMo responded to the DOE
request on January 30, 1996, activat-
ing the first step of the proposal pro-
cess . NiMo's letter offers basic infor-
mation on the Nine Mile Point I & II
reactors in Lycoming, NY . Possibly unfortu-
nate for NiMo, nei Cher plant matches the DOE ' s
listed preferences . Both Nine Mile plants are
Boiling Water Reactors (BWRs) while the
DOE letter lists a preference for Pressurized
Water Reactors (PWRs), since all the DOE 's
initial target development work has focused on
PWRs . However, the DOE was clear that it had
not ruled out BWRs for consideration.

Additionally, the Nine Mile I reactor be-
gan operation in 1969 and its operating licence
is scheduled to expire in 2009, well before the

DOE's requested expiration date of 2020 or
later . True to form, NiMo demonstrates the
healthy fantasy life of the nuclear industry by
assuring the DOE that "Unit I is in excellent
material condition and life extension may be a
potential consideration to support this pro-
gram . "

Connected, but not required as part of the
tritium proposal, the DOE also encouraged
respondees to express interest in a mixed-
oxide fuel (MOX) test and demonstration
program to begin late in 1996 . This project
would use existing LWRs for the "disposi-
tion of surplus [sic] weapons plutonium ."
The disposal of weapons-usable fissile
materials is a growing concern for industry
and the US government . The failure to secure a
permanent "high-level" nuclear waste storage
site, coupled with the dismantling of nuclear
weapons required by existing treaties, includ-
ing weapons grade plutonium from the former
USSR, has the US government seeking "cre-
ative" solutions.

The DOE proposal is a potential dream
come true for a troubled industry . What better
way to relieve the financial burden and risks
associated with an aging nuclear power plant
than to sell it to the US government? And it is
also possible that any contract negotiated short
of purchase could assume mutual accountabil-
ity for the massive projected costs of decom-
missioning a nuclear plant.

Upcoming Action
Area groups, including

members of the Peace Network of
Chenango County, the Chenango
Green Party, the Green Party of NYS
and the Citizen's Utility Board,
formed a coalition called Conspira-
tors Against Nukes (CAN) in re-

sponse to the NiMo application . Along with
the above-mentioned documents, CAN released
the following list of concerns, many of which
are shared by SPC and Peace Action of CNY:
• Recent studies of Chernobyl fallout raise
serious questions about the effects of
low-level increases in everyday radiation
exposure . A Syracuse Post-Standard ar-
ticle (7/25/96) reports elevated leukemia
rates in Greek children exposed in the
womb to Chernobyl fallout, refuting indus-
try claims of "overreaction" to low-level
exposure . Additionally, there is evidence

that maple trees have an affinity for
tritium, resulting in contamination in the
wake of Chernobyl and ending maple
production in parts of Europe . Would tri-
tium production create significant in-
creases in exposure to endanger lifeforms
and regional industry?

•

	

The DOE proposal calls for using current
management at the plants . Considering

the history of mismanagement
and risk (according to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission) at the
NiMo plants, what does this in-
creased activity mean in light of
continued deregulation , of safety
and security measures at nuclear
plants?

• What are the implications of this first
(publicly acknowledged) partnership be-
tween the DOE and the civilian nuclear
industry?

• What does the DOE proposal say about
the US commitment to disarmament?

• Implementing the proposal(s) would re-
quire constant transport of nuclear waste
on highways and waterways.

CAN has organized a demonstration at
the headquarters of Niagara Mohawk on Satur-
day, August 10 from 10 AM - noon, at 300 Erie
Blvd . West in downtown Syracuse . Pleasejoin
CAN and the Syracuse Peace Council (among
others) in protesting this frightening proposal
from an ever-frightening industry.

The Chenango North Energy Awareness
Group can be reached (607) 863-3872.

Bill is the staff person for the Syracuse
Peace Council and still doesn't think nukes
are a good idea.

Protest the public wedding of the
military and civilian nuclear
industries, and nukes in general, at
the headquarters of Niagara
Mohawk on Saturday, August 10
from 10 AM - noon, at 300 Erie
Blvd. Westin downtown Syracuse.

Call 472-5478.

DEMO
at NiMo
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Calendar Listings for August 1996
Aug . 3

	

Open Hand Theater presents an Armory Square Candlelight Performance . Call 476-0466 for more info.
Aug. 3-18 "The World's Music" Skaneateles Summer Music Festival . Music includes West African Drumming, American

Indian poetry, German Folk Songs, Japanese Court Music, and more . Call 685-7418 for times, locations and
schedule.

Aug. 6 9am-Noon

	

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Commemoration Event : Petitioning at Downtown Farmer's Market, Syracuse . Look for
the Crane Flags. 478-7442.

Aug. 6 12 :30pm

	

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Commemoration Event: Vigil at Downtown Farmer's Market, Syracuse. Look for the
Crane Flags . 478-7442.

Aug. 6

	

Daytime Action to protest the Navy Recruitment Ship USS Shamal as it stops in Rochester . Call Genesee
Valley Citizens for Peace (716-243-4002) or the Peace Council for more info.

Aug. 6

	

"Date With Death : A Conversation with Mumia Abu Jamal" video at the Westcott Community Center, 826
Westcott St, at 8pm.

Aug. 9 7:30pm

	

Hiroshima/Nagasaki Commemoration Event : Atomic Cafe-video viewing, discussion, desserts . Westcott
Community Center, 826 Westcott St . 478-7442.

Aug . 10 10am - noon

	

CAN Demo against NiMo tritium production (see page 7 this PNL), at NiMo headquarters, 300 Erie Blvd . East,
Syracuse . Call (607) 863-3872 or SPC at 472-5478.

Aug. 10 9pm

	

"Extremities", a six person multimedia exhibit opens at 12 RMS 4 Gallery, 210 Burnet Ave . Features live music.
$5 admission. 472-1340.

Aug. 17 11am-4pm

	

Peace Action Picnic & Play Day at Thornden Park . Features food, cooperative games for adults & children, crafts,
surprises . 478-7442.

Aug. 17-1810am-llpm Saturday & 10am-9pm Sunday

	

Onondaga Nation Music, Art & Cultural Festival . Rte 11-A. Features
bands, speakers, dancing, traditional native foods . $6 admission, under 12 free. 498-4604.

Aug. 21 9am-lpm

	

Equality Circle at Cayuga Home for Children. Gathering of people of diverse color, ages, faiths & ethnic
backgrounds to discover what racism is and how it works . Info call Rosemary at 252-4983.

Aug. 23 7pm

	

Organizing Meeting for September Colin Powell Demo at Syracuse University . At SPC 472-5478.
First Three Wednesdays in August 3pm Peace Newsletter Editorial Committee meeting . All welcome . 924 Burnet Ave . 472-5478.
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