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Alliances, Coalitions & Contacts
Alliance-Psychiatric System

	

Peace Brigades International
Survivors
George Ebert

	

475-4120
Alternative Media Network

Ed Kinane
P.E .A.C.E ., Inc.
Louis Clark

478-4571

470-3300
Jim Dessauer

	

425-8806
Alternativeorange
Brian Ganter

	

423-4466

People for Animal Rights
488-PURR (7877) or 488-9338

Persons With AIDS Support
Alternatives to Violence Project Hotline.
Jay Liestee

	

449-0845 Sandra

	

471-5911
Americans ForDemocratic Physicians for Social
Action Jack McTieman 488-6822 Responsibility

	

488-2140
American Friends Service
Committee

	

475-4822
Planned Parenthood

	

475-5525
Reconsider

Amnesty International 422-3890
Animal Defense League

Nick or Alex Elye
Religion :Other

422-6231

Kris Qua

	

471-0460 Phoenix or Kat 474-8801
ARISE

	

472-3171 Rose Center
Atlantic States Legal Foundation Teri Cameron 422-3426

475-1170 Sarah House 475-1747
Beyond Boundaries Save the County 637-6066
Aggie Lane

	

478-4571 SEEDS 607/749-2818

THE $YAC1I$E PEACE eOlINCIL
Collectives, Committees & Projects

New people are always welcome to join any of these activites . Contact the
SPC office at 472-5478 or the person listed to find out what you can do.

The House : check calender for meeting times
• SPC Staff • Bookkeeper • SPC Press

Bill Mazza

	

Duane Hardy

	

Paul Pearce
• The Front Room • SPC Council : Marge Rusk,

Bookstore Joe Carpenter

	

Fatma Husein, Rafael Sorkin,

Program Committee

	

Daniella Salzman, Andrianna
• Natsoulas, Duane Hardy,
• Political Action Committee Frederic Noyes
▪Organizational Maintenance Committee

The Peace Newsletter
The PNL editorial committee meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of

each month, at 5 :30 PM at SPC . Join Us!
Editorial Committee : Ryan Goldberg, Ed Kinane, Bill Mazza,
Lauren Moffard

	

Graphics : Anita Welych
Production Committee : Joy Meeker, Marge Rusk, Andy Molloy,
Joan Goldberg , Karen Hall
PNL Interns: Ryan Goldberg, Jason Sullivan

SPC Projects
Syracuse Network for Israeli-

	

SPC-TV
Palestinian Peace

	

Paul Pearce,
Brent Bleier

	

479-5393

	

Frederic Noyes 472-5478
Plowshares Craftsfair

	

SPC Brunch Discussions
Margaret Williams 422-4201

	

472-5478

Volunteers
Marge Rusk, Duane Hardy, Susan Ashley, Chuck Durand, Pat

Hoffman, Carl Mellor, Upasatti, Kathy Barry, Brian Caufield,
Andy Molloy, Fredric Noyes, Lauren Wing, Art Lum, Carolyn,
Karen Veverka, Lynne Woehrle, Ray Kramer, Liz King, Ron

Schuffler, Christine Detwiler

Statement of Purpose
The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded In 1936, Is an

antiwar/social justice organization . It Is community-based, autono-
mous and funded by the contributions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes fora world where
war, violence and exploitation In any form will no longer exist. It
challenges the existing unjust power relationships among nations,
among people and between ourselves and the environment . As
members, we work to replace Inequality, hierarchy, domination and
powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social Injustices cannot be understood In Isola-
tion from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing
their economic and militaristic roots . SPC stresses a strategy that
makes these connections clear. We Initiate and support activities
that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression . A fundamental basis for peace and Justice is an
economic system that places human need above monetary profit.
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect
each other. In both wears committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the
needs of us all.

Natural Organic Farmers Assoc.
Ammie Chickering 365-2299
New Environ . Assoc. 446-8009
North American Indian Club

476-7425
NYPIRG

	

476-8381
Onon.Audobon

	

457-7731
Onondaga Women's Political
Caucus
Lora Lee Buchta

	

457-4739
Open Hand Theatre
Geoff Navias 476-0466
Oswego Valley Peace & Justice
Council

Central America/Caribbean
Coalition Shirley Novak 446-6099
Citizens Against Radioactive
Dumping

	

607/753-6271
CNY ACLU

	

471-2821
CNY Center for Occupational
Health and Safety

	

471-6187
CNY Environment
Janine DeBaise

	

437-6481
CNY N.O.W.

	

487-3188
Cortland Citzens for Peace
Andy Mager

	

(607) 842-6858
CUSLAR
Dan Fireside

	

(607) 255-7293
ECOS

	

492-3478
Educators Social Responsibility
Lisa Mundy 445-0797
EON, Inc./Transgender
Community
Charliss Dolge 475-5611
ECOH

	

Dave Smith 478-8634
Food Bank of CNY 437-1899

Assoc. (SU) 443-3599
Hotel Employees 150 437-0373
Jail Ministry 424-1877
Lesbian/GayYouth 443-3599
NAACP
Van Robinson 422-6933

Friends of the Fllllpino People
John & Sally Brule

	

445-0698
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 422-5732
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual Student

Barbara Stein kraus 342-1675
Pax Christi
Frank Woolever 446-1693
Peace Action of CNY
Diane Swords 478-7442 please call & we will add it to the list ."

(If you do not see your group listed,

Seneca Peace Council 568-2344
Service Employees Intl
Chris Binaxis

	

424-1750
Sierra Club
Sue Carlson

	

445-1663
Small Claims Court Action
Center

	

443-1401
Social Workers forPeace
Dick Mundy

	

445-0797
Socialist Party
Ron Ehrenreich

	

478-0793
Spanish Action League
Sam Velasquez

	

471-3762
Student African-Amer. Society

443-4633
Student Environmental Action
Coalition
Kelly Ault

	

423-7896
Syracuse Commttee for the
Assertion of Human Rights
Mumbi Mugo

	

445-0413
Syracuse Com m un i ty Choir
Karen Mihalyi

	

428-8724
Syracuse Communlity Radio
Frederic Noyes

	

437-9579
Syracuse Cooperative Federal
Credit Union

	

471-1116
Syracuse Cultural Workers
Dik Cool

	

474-1132
Syracuse Gay & Lesbian Chorus

476-4329
SyracuseGreens

	

471-1611
Syracuse HOURS

	

471-6423
Syracuse N .O.W. 472-3294
Syr. Real Food Coop 472-1385
Syracuse Solidarity 423-9736
Syracuse United Neighbors
Rich Puchalski 476-7475
S.U . for Animal Rights 443-4199
University Democrats
Syracuse University

	

443-0958
Urban League

	

472-6955
Veterans For Peace
Ray Stewart 422-5023
Women 's Center (SU) 443-4268
Women's Health Outreach

425-3653
Women's INFO Center 478-4636
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In This Issue:
April brings you a little bit of everything.

Well, not everything, but a lot . In the very
least we'll bring you stuff on sovereignty and
gaming, nuclear waste, toxic breathing, Tax
stuff and where it all goes, human rights and
political prisoners, community groups, sister
communities and CACC, a report on the
politics of survival, speaking up and trying to
keep your job, surviving together, a hip film
from Cuba, some stats on black imprison-
ment, a couple of book reviews and some
peaces . If this isn't enough for youyou'll have
to come in and put out a second newsletter.
Spring is just such a busy season.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published
monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council . SPC,
founded in 1936, is the oldest community-based
peace and justice organization in the United States.

The PNL strives to serve some basic func-
tions as the internal organof SPC and as a forum for
articles which discuss issues of concern to the
peace movement. The opinions expressed in the
PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC
itself . While we are not able to print every possible
viewpoint, we do welcome letter and article sub-
missions as well as suggestions and assistance.

The PNL has very reasonable ad rates ; call
or write for our rates . Movement groups are free to
reprint articles and graphics, but please give cred-
its. For-profit groups, please inquire.

The PNL is available on microfilm from
University Microfilms, Inc., 300 N . Zeeb Rd ., Ann
Arbor, MI 48106.

The PNL isavailableonline : It can be read on
the newsgroup : misc .activism .progressive or by
subscribing to ACTIVE-L . The small address is:
LISTSERV@MIZZOU'l .MISSOURI .EDU Leave
'Subject' blank and in the body of your message
type: SUBSCRIBE ACTIVE-L YOUR FIRST NAME
YOUR LAST NAME.

Subscriptions are $12 a year in the U.S .,
$15 in Canada and Mexico and $25 overseas . The
institutional rate is $15 . The PNL is free to prisoners
and love-income people.Your organization, co-op,
etc. can receive 5-25 PNLseach month . Ourcircu-
lation is 4500.

Contributions to SPC beyond. PNL sub-
scriptionssupport our activist programs . We al-
ways need your support. Peace Newsletter/Syra-
cuse Peace Council, 924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse,
NY 13203.

PNL Distributors
Liz King, Joy Meeker, Karen Veverka, Pat

Hoffman, Elinor Cramer, Chuck Durand, Rich
Zalewski, Fredric Noyes, Duane Hardy, Brian
Dominick, Millie Webb, Deb Douthit

Mailing Party Helpers
Jennifer Manwell, Jen Winders, Rich

Minota, Mary Miller, John Taylor, Daniella
Salzman, Cris Shaikh, Chuck Durand, Marge
Rusk, Tassi McKay, Chris Spies-Rusk
May Issue Deadlines
Articles Apr 13
Ads Feb 20
Calendar Items Feb 20
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About the cover: Killing the Messenger by Bill Mazza
I won't go on long about the cover because the issue is covered by the article

on page 15 of this PNL (NYS Wildlife Biologist Under Attack) . And if you read that
and get inspired, go back to the article on dioxins on page 9 . Incineration just burns
me up . Sorry.

Anyway, after you read the piece on page 15, do call the paper and write to
Pataki . It's so rare to get a public official that actually thinks s/he works for the
public . Go figure . We can't afford to lose someone who thinks and speaks for
themselves, just because they thought and spoke out for themselves.

It's difficult to convey how important waste and waste disposal are as issues
these days . Is a lot of money . And more than that, it's guaranteed, long-term kinds
of money, 'cause there just ain't no way we're readyto stop producing waste . We
have to stop shopping as a national pastime first, I think.

Some Tidbits That Didn't Fit Anywhere Else
Thanks to Rafael Sorkin the Peace Newsletter is now online . The PNL can

be read on the newsgroup : misc .activism .progressive or by subscribing to ACTIVE-
L. The small address is : LISTSERV@MIZZOU1 .MISSOURI .EDU Leave 'Subject'
blank and in the body of your message type : SUBSCRIBE ACTIVE-L YOUR FIRST
NAME YOUR LAST NAME.

We also had the recent honors of being reprinted in Peace Courier (2/95), a
newsletter from Helsinki, Finland . They reprinted the nuke transport through NY State
cover and the accompanying article.

We were also reprinted by the People's Tribune out of Chicago (Feb . 13,
1995) . They ran Nancy Rhodes article "The Other Deadly Force : High Speed
Pursuits," calling Nancy " . . .one of the nation's most prominent leaders in the fight
against police abuse ." Not a bad rep.

April 1995
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Hello . .. •
First, thank you for sending the Peace Newsletter!
Second—a couple of things to share with you . One, I recall

reading an article in the Peace Newsletter about the use of pepper
spray on prisoners injails out there. I happened across the enclosed
newspaper article, which is pertinent to the article in the Peace
Newsletter.

The other enclosure is a copy of an interview I conducted a year
ago . They've been using inmates from the camp here as part of the
labor pool on the construction of the federal death row next door.

Now, a year after this interview, they will be conducting the
actual executions (on March 30) . When they start, there will be
somewhere between 380-400 heavily-armed marshals surrounding
the perimeter of this entire institution . For a couple of days during
executions phones will be shut off for inmates here, and we shall be
restricted to the immediate camp (I work on the prison farm, for
example—but not on those days).

It's a maximum-security prison next door . Prisoners there (just
over 900), have let it be known that for each prisoner executed, they
will execute a guard. If this happens, I expect the entire facility will
be madea "lock-down'' institution—another one added to the already
too many that exist in this country.

It seems to me from reading your paper, that these things would
be of interest to you.

Well, thanks again for sending Peace Newsletter!
Karl Hofstatter #09212-014
Federal Prison Camp, Terre Haute, Indiana

EXTRA HANDS WANTED.
make great bread
learn how a collective works
hang out with interesting women
drink coffee

Call the Bakery
volunteer shift - hours flexible

r

VIBOLE RAIN t

Central NY's Peace and Social Justice Bookstore

I n — I Iii
resources for Radicals Activists Queers

	

Heretics

	

Visionaries
books, magazines, buttons, posters, t-shirts

Thanks to Laughing Horse Books & Coffee, Portland, for the great quote
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$YAc11I$E PEACE COUNCIL PAcE
SPC : Looking Forward ,

OVER 25 PEOPLE attended a meeting
on Thursday, March 23 to form organizational
committees and further democratize the ac-
tions and activities of SPC . For some years the
Peace Council has been operating mainly as a
staff-driven organization, with agenda setting
and activities being centrally coordinated
through the house (at 924 Bumet) . The Thurs-
day meeting was the result of the work of the
SPC Council, an ad-hoc decision-making body
that has been meeting in varied forms for
almost two years . The Council called people
on various phone and mailing lists to invite
them to join in the planning meeting . We can
only guess that the incredible attendance was
due to word getting out that treats from On The
Rise bakery and Provisions were provided.
And some coffee.

The agenda for the meeting was set as
follows:

• Introductions and announcements;
• Background and status of SPC;

Break into the proposed committees;

▪Return to large group for reports from
the committees;

•Evaluation.
The introductions ended up taking longer

than planned as we found ourselves faced with
such a great turnout. We asked people to share
how long they have been involved in the Peace
Council, how they became aware of the Peace
Council or how they found out about the
meeting . It was wonderful hearing the mix of
histories ranging from someone who first at-
tended SPC events in the '40s, to those folks
who are just getting involved.

We took a brief look at the history of SPC
as well as the current decision-making process
and general `stuff.' We also choose this time
to address how this meeting came about, and
a specific history of the Council and of how it
has been operating.

We then looked at what committees al-
ready exist, and where we see a need for more
involvement. Those committees listed as ex-
isting were : the Plowshares Craftsfair Com-
mittee, the Peace Newsletter committee, the
SPC Press (more than a committee, it's a job),
SPC-TV and the Front Room Bookstore. It
was addressed that SPC-TV and the Front
Room could also use support, but that for the
purposes of this meeting we would not focus
on them.

The committees proposed were:
• A Program Committee;
• A Political Action Committee;
• The Organizational Maintenance Commit-

tee;
The general consensus was that there was

going to be a lot of crossover between the
various committees, and that we need to keep
the committees fluid for just that reason . It was
also decided that committees should clarify
their roles in the small groups.

The results of the various small-
group meetings are as follows:
• The Program Committee is organizing

events for the SPC, including dinners, mov-
ies, music, workshops and planning for the
big 60th anniversary next year. Some spe-
cifics are an upcoming concert with All
God's Children, creating a Program Book,
and politicized series of conflict resolution
workshops. We are also focussing on finan-
cial needs and will be working on grant-
writing and establishing a base membership
for the SPC. Everyone interested in out-
reach and education, event planning,
fundraising and "fun-raising," contact
Daniella Salzman at 472.5711 for next
meeting, or call SPC.

• The Political Action Committee will put
together accessible resources for actions,
will pursue educational projects, will help
decide key issues for SPC involvement,
including discussion of ongoing projects

and how to incorporate new issues, and will
look at delegating and developing work for
SPC volunteers from these various political
projects . The Political Action Committee
will meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
each month. The next meetings are on
April13 and April27 at 7 PM at the Peace
Council. Call SPC for more information.
Everyone is invited.

• The Organizational Maintenance Com-
mittee (OM), will take an active role in
defining the use of the space at 924 Burnet,
will prioritize a list of repairs and improve-
ments, will plan specific projects like re-
modeling the kitchen, the upstairs, etc . and
will work with the other committees to
define theirneeds for space.The next meet-
ing is on Wednesday, April 5 at 7:30 at the
Peace Council. Allure invited to attend.

• The Peace Newsletter Committee is also
looking for involvement. The PNL Com-
mittee meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
each month to plan the editorial content of
the newsletter . The next meetins are April 4
& 18, 5 :30 PM, at SPC.

I can't stress how exciting this is for the
future of the Peace Council . It is a testimony to
the value of the organization that as we ap-
proach our 60th year, SPC still attracts a
vibrant community of activists.

If you are interested in participating in
any of the committees, come to the meetings
listed above, or call to add your name to the
list.

State	 Zi p

Please, I want the newsletter sent to my home:

Name:	

Address:

City :

Phone (	 )

Enclosed $12 for one Year

I 0	 $ additional donation
0 Please contact me

( about getting involved!
D New Subscription

.12 Renewal

---------------- - - -
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Leigh Hunt and the Race for Sheriff
An Open Letter to the People of Onondaga County and Residents of NY State
The Onondaga Council of

	

deal with peacekeeping problems in our re- their people. The nations could not get support

Chiefs

	

spective territories. This process is probably from the state or federal authorities to help
unique in the United States and, although not regulate these illegal businesses.
perfect, it has served our two peoples admira-

	

Governor Cuomo's agenda was to bring
bly .

	

high stakes gaming to New York, and he was
We respect John Dillon and his corn- using Indian nations as the Trojan horse . He

mand. They have been impeccable in honor- told us directly at a meeting on October 15,
ing the integrity of this relationship . It has 1990, that "we were going to get gaming
produced a long-term peace that has avoided whether we liked it or not ." To that end he
the costly confrontations of the previous de- established unilaterally the Office of Indian

cades .

	

Relations (OIR), financing it from his discre-
The past election threatened this relation- tionary funds and appointing Leigh Hunt as its

ship . We viewed Leigh Hunt ' s run for Sheriff director . Leigh Hunt was a retired state trooper
as hostile to the interests of the Onondaga with a history of hostility to the traditional
Nation. We based this opinion on his past leadership of the Confederacy . The

performance as Director of New York State's Haudenosaunee protested this act to no avail.
Office of Indian Relations. Subsequent rev- This office was accountable only to the Ex-
elations made in his affidavits to District At- ecutive Office, and we protested that, also to
tomey William Fitzpatrick proved our suspi- no avail.
cions .

	

In August of 1991, Paul Veillette, Special
During Hunt's tenure as director of the Assistant to the Director of Policy Manage-

Office of Indian Relations, New York State ment for the State of New York, attended a
police became highly politicized. Hunt testi- Grand Council meeting at Onondaga to intro
fled on behalf of Art Montour, one of the duce Leigh Hunt as Director of the OIR, high-
warrior leaders at Akwesasne on trial for as- lighting his character and integrity . Veillette
sault in a confrontation at Akwesasne . We became very active in promoting gaming, and
recognized during the 1990 Akwesasne corn- the Council of Chiefs perceived him to be the
munity battle against illegal casinos in their manipulator behindLeighHunt.Together they
territory that there was strong political support coordinated the Oneida Gaming Compact,
for high-stakes gaming on Mohawk territory . exacting from Ray Halbritter and the Oneida
The Mohawk Warrior Society became the people state jurisdiction over Oneida lands at
security force for the casinos . Robert Lue, of "Thirty-two Acres ." This became a reality
the New York State police, made an attempt to when the Oneida "Police Force," made up
establish one of their leaders, Francis Boots, mostly of retired state troopers, was deputized
as head of Mohawk security . The Akwesasne to carry out New York State law on Oneida
community did not allow this . Barricades were territory . Governor Cuomo stated publicly that
burned, and the Mohawk community suffered he "now hadwhat they didn'twantme to have,
through one of its most traumatic periods in the right to regulate ." (New York Times,

recent history . Two men were killed and the McFadden, 10/16/93, pg . 25) This was the
community was split.

	

price the Oneida people paid for the compact.
Unregulated commerce exploded on the We surmise that taxes on Oneida territory will

Mohawk territory. Individuals were using the follow shortly. Land claims are also involved,
sovereignty of the nation

	

and, in fact, the Oneida ca-
to amass personal for-

	

sino is on land not sanctioned
tunes, and the confusion

	

by the Department of the In-
made Akwesasne ripe for

	

tenor. "Thirty-two Acres" is
manipulation.

	

in the Oneida claim area, but
The same scenario V

	

d not agreedupon by all Oneida
was taking place on all

	

parties to the claim. Tremen-
Iroquois territories in

	

dous pressure is being ap-

New York. Individuals r

	

plied by outside investors to
were operating illegal

	

promote gaining on Indian
businesses at the expense

	

territories. They want to make
of the Indian nations and

	

money on Indian lands.

The following article is reprinted from
Gai hwa na ge ; the newsletter of the
Onondaga Nation . We hope that this piece
lends clarity to the depth of the conflicts
currently threatening the sovereignty of
the Traditional people of the Six Nations,
and involving people and organizations
throughout New York State and the sur-
rounding area. It is important to under-
stand that these issues are much larger
than the personal activities of a few indi-
viduals in Syracuse . What is being fought
over is nothing less than millions of dollars,
and the power that comes with wealth.
What is being fought for is the right of a
Traditional people to self-govern and to
continue the living struggle against US ,
colonization . It continues to be the position
of the Syracuse Peace Council to support
the Traditional people, when asked, against
threats which develop from withinourcom-
munities . Unwanted involvement in the
internal politics of Indian nations can only
result in further threats to sovereignty.

respect for your process of governance we
watched the events unfold . This year's race for
sheriff was of particular interest and impor-
tance to the Onondaga Nation because of our
longstanding cooperative relationship with the
office of the Onondaga County sheriff and its
commander, John Dillon.

Past experiences involving the jurisdic-
tion and sovereignty of the Onondaga Nation
and the State of New York often resulted in
conflict and confrontation, from New York
State's attempt to widen Interstate Highway
81 in 1971, to sanctuary extended by the
Onondaga Nation to Dennis Banks and his
family in 1983. Events like these were costly
for our Nation, for New York State and the
County of Onondaga.

Some of these events overlapped John
Dillon's 17-year tenure as sheriff. He had the
vision and common sense to approach the
Onondaga Nation in search of a way to deal
with these contentious issues . Many years ago
we sat down with Dillon and worked out an
agreement that recognized the sovereignty
and jurisdictions of our respective govetn-
ments. The agreement provided a process to

January 30, 1995
E KEPT OUR SILENCE during the
recent election . It was difficult, but in
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During Leigh Hunt's tenure as director of
the Office of Indian Relations he actively
pursued meetings between New York State
and the Indians operating the illegal busi-
nesses on Indian territories, completely ignor-
ing the "government to government relation-
ship" publicly advocated by Governor Cuomo.
It was during this time that he met regularly
with Kenny and
Veronica Papineau.
They, in turn, helped
organize the "Iroquois
Businessmen's Asso-
ciation" (IBA). Ms.
Papineau was acting as
secretary and Oliver
Hill, Jr ., owner of OR's
Fuel, was the treasurer . The organization is
made up of the owners of the illegal busi-
nesses on Indian territories . By this time they
had made millions of dollars using the sover-
eignty of the people, and they used that money
to buy patronage within their territories, pub-
licly stating that they were going to overthrow
the traditional Indian governments. These are
treasonous acts against their nations . They
bought patronage throughout the state and
became actively involved with local, county
and state officials in an attempt to manipulate
politicians and elections within the state . When
Governor Cuomo decided to run for a third
term, the questionable activities of Paul
Veillette and the Office of Indian Relations
would have been a liability, and we believe
that's why he simply allowed the office to die
quietly by not seeking funds for it . He put
Leigh Hunt out of the loop by appointing him
as head of criminal institutions with a nice
salary. Unfortunately for Cuomo and lucky for
us, Leigh Hunt would not stay put. He ran for
sheriff seeking the support of the Iroquois
Businessmen's Association.

The business people were willing to give
up the principles of Indian national . sover-
eignty, jurisdiction and the non-taxable status
of Indian lands. The Traditional leaders of the
Six Nations observed that the IBA, inconjunc-
tion with Governor Cuomo and Leigh Hunt,
were trying to position themselves to bring the
Seneca, Tuscarora and Mohawk nations under
state jurisdiction. The vehicle for doing this
would be the gaming compacts, following the
example of Ray Halbritter, after seizing con-
trol of the Nation's government.

This, in our opinion, is why Ray Halbritter
sent letters throughout Onondaga County
pleading for fmancial support of Leigh Hunt's

campaign . All of this comes around in a neat
circle that would establish Lunt in a position
to undo the good work of Sheriff John Dillon,
with the support of the illegal businesses at
Onondaga, in order to overthrow the Chiefs
and bring in gaming . This would foil the least three years to clean up, Oliver Hill, Jr . is
efforts of the Confederacy to regulate and
control commerce to benefit the people in-

stead of these indi-
viduals.
The Creator

works in mysteri-
ous ways. The ac-
tivities of Kenny
and Veronica
Papineau, and the
IBA (which are il-

legal under our law) and the dishonesty of
Leigh Hunt, came to light a week before elec-
tion day. Leigh Hunt was winning . He had the
editorial support of both local daily newspa-
pers and numerous police and sheriffs' depart-
ments and many people of Syracuse . Fortu-
nately for every one, District Attorney Will-
iam Fitzpatrick demanded an examination of
the bank accounts of Leigh Hunt . Inconsisten-
cies demanded investigation. Further inquiry
revealed that Hunt had lied to the Onondaga
Board of Elections on October 29 by reporting
the Papineau money as loans of $13,750 from
AnnHunt, $10,000 from Hunt to Republicans
for Hunt, and $20,000 from Hunt to Huntfor
Sheriff.

On November 4, 1994, in an affidavit to
the District Attorney, Hunt lied again by not
revealing additional monies received $2,000
on June 1, given by Kenny Papineau, $2,000
from the Iroquois Businessmen's Associa-
tion, and unreported monies from the Vlassie
Family.

We were even more astounded by the
revelation that the Huntfor Sheriff campaign
received monies from Dewitt Judge Jack
Schultz's wife . Jack Schultz is the attorney of
record for Ken and Veronica Papineau as well
as Oliver Hill, Jr ., all banished from the Onon-
daga Nation June 17, 1994, for their illegal
activities and refusal to pay taxes owed to the
Nation.

This is a long summation, but context is
important . Their gas and oil businesses were
illegal, and the Onondaga Nation people are
now suffering the environmental damages of a
gas spill from OR's Fuel, owned by Oliver
Hill, Jr., that has contaminated drinking water
in an underground aquifer which will take at

the business people were
willing to give up the principles
of Indian national sovereignty,
jurisdiction and the non-tax-
able status of Indian lands .

liable for these costs.
According to our law these are serious

offenses by some very wealthy individuals
who conduct their transactions in cash. These
former business owners have no bank ac-
counts, at least not in this country . We con-
sider them to be outlaws, who owe money:
• First : Several millions to the Onondaga
Nation in unpaid revenues for the sale of
cigarettes using the Nation's sovereignty sta-
tus;

• Second : As of December 30, 1994, Ken and
Veronica Papineau, partners in Smoke Sig-
nals, had outstanding judgments totalling
$392,728, including $229,956 owed to the
Internal Revenue Service, and outstanding
liens totalling $1,023,804; and

• Third : Oliver Hill, Jr., sole owner of OR's
Fuel, Inc . has had his bank account confis-
cated by the IRS and has a state tax lien of
$162,824 outstanding as of December 23,
1994 . Further, the EPA has identified him as
the only cause of a major gasoline spill that
they estimate at 10,000 gallons, which has
contaminated an aquifer serving as Onon-
daga residents' drinking water. Clean-up costs
have exceeded $240,000 and are climbing
with no end in sight . It is important to note
that the Onondaga Nation did not sanction
gasoline sales, warning against just such an
occurrence.

These former business owners worked in
collusion with Leigh Hunt to manipulate a
public election. We believe that Mr. Hunt
should have been prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law . This was not an innocent
oversight. This was deliberate and calculated,
as he admitted in his affidavit of December 12.
We would not be surprised if he winds up
working for the Oneida casino that he helped
establish, and we know, if given another op-
portunity, Hunt, Papineau, Hill and Rockwell
would do it again . This particular event should
be a lesson to Indians and politicians alike;
Indian politics are not simple, and can be
dangerous to the health of political ambitions.

— Dah nay to
The Onondaga Council of Chiefs
Gai hwa no ge' is available at $ 10 for

US mall subscriptions and Canada. Mall to
Gal hwa na ge', Onondaga Nation via RR
Box #239, Nedrow, NV 13120.
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Democracy .Ignored for Mescaleros
Motion to Refuse Nuclear Waste Dump Overturned by Second Vote
Bill Mazza

ON JANUARY 31, 1995, the
Mescalero Apache people

turned out in record numbers to end
negotiations for a proposed "tempo-
rary storage" nuclear waste dump on
their lands in New Mexico (see Jan
1995 PNL, pg. 15, and Feb 1995 PNL,
pg. 3) . This decision flew in the faces
of the Tribal Council and the US nuclear
power industry, who had been work-
ing together to establish the planned
dump.

Instead of accepting the record
attendance as the popular will of the people, a
petition was circulated to call for a second
vote . Supporters of the plan lobbied intensely
to change the outcome, blaming environmen-
talists and other outsiders for misleading the
Apache people. This second vote was held on
March 9, 1995, and the earlier decision was
overturned . Another new voting record was
set with approximately 80% of eligible voters
turning out to decide 593 to 372 in favor of
continued negotiations with the 30 or more
nuclear utilities involved (NY Times, 3/11/95,
p . 6).

The nuclear industry proposed finding a
temporary storage site in response to the US
federal government's failure to fulfil its agree-
ment to open a national nuclear waste dump by
January 31, 1998. So far this has proved im-
possible because of communities resistant to
accepting a dump and the inability to agree on

a safe site. With on-site storage pools filling to
capacity, the industry is searching for a private
alternative to the delayed federal site . The
Mescalero Tribal Council actively courted the
nuclear industries, and with the . most recent
vote intends to establish a 40 year "interim
facility" until a federal site is prepared.

Michael Marione offers this explination:
"It is certainly worth noting that the industry
expected to win the first vote; the Mescalero
decision came as a shock to them. . .So they've
put in extra money in an effort to overturn the
will of the tribe."Mariotte works for the Nuclear
Information Resource Service (NIRS), the or-
ganization that worked with Mescalero activ-
ists to draw national resistance to the proposed
dump.

The Tribal Council, however, denies that
they; or the nuclear industry, had any role in
organizing the second vote. This claim is

challenged by Rufina
Marie Laws, a
Mescalero member
and director of Hu-
mans Against Nuclear
Waste Dumping
(HANDS) who led the
opposition to the
dump. According to
Laws, "The people
spearheading the pe-
tition drive were indi-
viduals high up in the
hierarchy of the tribal

administration . " She cites the
example of Fred Kaydahzinne,

- one of the petition organizers.
Kaydahzinne is in charge of ad-
ministering the federally subsi-
dized housing program, and "it
was real hard for people to turn
him down" (NY Times).

Before the March vote
Laws expressed concerns about
Mescalero sovereignty in a Feb-
ruary press release from NIRS.
"If this second referendum goes
in favor of the nuclear
industry. . .we are not in control
of our destiny. There have been
a series of unofficial tribal presi-
dents, and they are all white men
who work for the nuclear indus-

try . If this nuclear dump moves forward, the
Mescalero Apache Tribe will have been bought
and paid for by the nuclear industry."

It should be no surprise that Northern
States Power (NSP) from Minnesota has been
the most visible utility in the nuclear consor-
tium seeking a contract with the Mescaleros.
Mariotte has his own ideas why NSP would
refuse to accept the decision of a free and fair
election. "NSP has become an overtly racist
corporation," said Marione . "It seems that
every action this utility takes attacks people of
color."

As evidence beyond its participation in
overturning the vote by the Mescalero tribe,
Mariotte cited NSP's placement of "dry cask"
radioactive waste storage units on
Mdewakanton Dakota land on Prairie Island,
Minnesota, as well as its ownership stake in a
proposed uranium enrichment plant within a
"two-iron's shot" of two poor African-Ameri-
can communities in northern Louisiana . This
will soon be the subject of the nation's first
courtroom-type hearing on an issue of envi-
ronmental justice.

In the Syracuse area, Niagara Mohawk
had already pulled out of the industry consor-
tium before the first vote. Rest assured, how-
ever, that if the dump is opened on Mescalero
Apache land, they will be quick to utilize the
dump to relieve their ownfuel-rod storage
pools.

Bill is the current staffperson for the
Syracuse Peace Council.

8 Peace Newsletter 4/95



other animals come in contact with this poi- child exposed to dioxins can receive up to 12%
luted water.

	

of its lifetime exposure to this chemical in its
After a decade of re-evaluation and fur- first year of life.

ther study, EPA administrator Carol Browner Environmentalists around North America
is working to decide what to do about dioxin have drafted a letter that has been sent to
and related chemicals. Over 300national, state Browner of the EPA. This letter proposes a
and local organizations are urging the EPA to four part plan to get dioxins out of the environ-
phase out di6xin compounds from identified ment as quickly as possible . The first stage of
sources . These sources are municipal and this project is to ban the use of chlorine in the
medical waste

	

manufacture of pa-

what Makes dioxin so threatening within five
pulp and paper is that it bioaccumulates through yam' There areal
bleaching in-

	

tenaative means of
dustries and the food chain

	

producing the same
manufactures of results without the
certain chlorinated plastics and solvents . In harmful after-effects . One of these methods is
fact a recent study namesmedical incineratiors using a TCF bleaching process which uses
as the major cause of dioxins in the environ- hydrogen peroxide and ozone instead of chlo-
ment. Many people remain unaware that many tine. The second action that this letter calls for
hospitals, such as those in Syracuse, have is to phase out the use of chlorine in the
private incinerators .

	

manufacture of solvents and PVC plastics,
The latest review, begun in 1991, not only which are used in packaging, siding and hos-

reconfirms that dioxin is the most potent car- pital supplies . The third, and possibly the most
cinogen ever tested but that is poses additional important action, is to ban the start-up or
threats to the reproductive and immune sys- expansion of incinerators and phase out incin-
tems by mimicking naturally occurring hor- erators which currently let dioxin loose into
mones. Dioxins have recently been linked to the environment. The last section of the letter
increased rates of many cancers, including wants to require publicly accessible reporting
soft tissue sarcoma, and liver and lung cancer. for dioxin under the Natural Toxics Release
Dioxin is linked to many infertility problems. Inventory database. This last portion has been
These health effects are occurring at or near included because citizens have the right to
the dioxin level in most Americans today. know about dioxin production and release

Biologists studying within their communities.
the great blue heron Dioxins are ubiquitous in the industrial
in the Vancouver Is- world, yet it is argued that they are the most
lands, near the vicin- minimally released pollutant, at approximately
ity of apaperbleach- 30 pounds per year in the UnitedStates . How-
Mg mill, found ex- ever, Lynn Goldman, head of the EPA's toxic
tremely high levels substance program, say that even trace re-
of dioxin in the eggs, leases are "unacceptable. " Brad Lienhart,
more than 200 parts managing director of the Chlorine Chemistry
per trillion. Of the Council in Washington DC, argues that the
179 eggs laid, none regulating system is already working well to
of them hatched . protect the public and environment." If this is
Human fetuses and so, then why are so many agencies so opposed
infants exposed to to dioxin? Because it is harmful and because
this chemical inutero state and federal guidelines are not strict enough
and through breast in their regulation of this toxic substance.
milk can develop ab- At this point, if you do decide to jog off
normal reproductive those extra pounds, it might be better not to
organs, impaired im- include an incinerator on your route.
mime systems and

	

Ryan is a senior at Syracuse University

learn and behav- majoring in English Textual Studies. He is

A currently an intern with the Syracuse Peace
ioral disorders.

Toxic Intake
How Dioxins (and Ineineration) Impact Your Environment
Ryan Goldberg

N THIS SOPHISTICATED age of technol-
ogy and health consciousness, it is easy to

count calories and watch fat intake . Nutrition
labels garnish food packaging and warnings
help decorate the sides of cigarette boxes and
alcohol containers . After bingeing on a pack
of cookies, you can feel better about yourself
if you participate in an intense aerobic work-
out or take a jog around the park. It seems an
easy task to act as liaison between your body
and what you put into it, but two delegates that
have unlimited power in the internal milieu of
any organism are the element oxygen and the
required sustenance of food and water.

Oxygen—the most abundant of all ele-
ments—forms one fifth the volume of the
atmosphere. It is essential to any life process.
It is part of the air we breath. Unfortunately, air
also possesses many impurities . One of these
impurities is the chemical by-product known
as dioxin, scientifically known as 2,3,7,8-
tetracholorodibenzo-p -dioxin. One of the larg-
est identified sources of dioxin is incinerators,
which burn PVC plastics and other chlorine-
based products.

Perhaps if dioxin were found solely in the
air we breathe, an easy way
to prevent inhalation would
be to wear oxygen masks and
tote around our own personal
supply of breathable air in a
metal canister behind us. But
what makes dioxin so threat-
ening is that it
bioaccumulates through the
food chain. A milk or cheese-
eater can be poisoned by di-
oxin if the cow these prod-
ucts came from had dioxin in
its system. So, too, can any
meat eater if the animal s/he
are eating has had contact
with this dangerous chemi-
cal. Even the simple drinker
of water is not safe, because
for years pulp mills have
pumped their chemical waste
into rivers and streams where Council.

I►
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I Was Corrupted by Roman Catholicism
April 15th: Taxing One's Conscience

S A LONG ISLAND teenager, attending
a Catholic high school, I supported the

notions of nuclear weapons, a strong defense
program and reinstatement of the death pen-
alty. My school, which hosted an R .O.T.C.
program, had an environment suitable to my
political beliefs at the time.

But when I graduated from my Catholic
high school and attended a state university,
my morals changed. I became corrupted, but
not by the secular SUNY Albany environ-
ment . I became corrupted by Roman Catholi-
cism .

My teenage foundations were shaken
when I began to investigate my Catholic tradi-
tion in college . In 1986, when my corruption
began, I volunteered at a Catholic Worker
bookstore in Albany, NY. Walt Chura, the
manager, instructed me in the Catholic tradi-
tion of pacifism and nonviolent resistance.
Through the bookstore com-
munity; I learned about Dor-
othy Day, Peter Maurin and
other Catholic activists who
refused to cooperate with the
Department of Defense/Of-
fense.

I was fascinated by their
use of both biblical interpre-
tations and Roman Catholic
social teachings to attain their
radical pacifist Ixtsitions . Up
until that time, I was taught that "render to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar " meant we
should pay our taxes to the government, no
matter how unfair and oppressive it is . Now I
was learning the other half of the story-"and
render to God what belongs to God." If a
Catholic individual recognizes that God is
present in "the least" of the members of our
society and accepts the Church 's teaching on
the "preferential option for the poor, " that
person is faced with a moral dilemma every
April 15 . How can one continue to support the
US military budget as well as the spiraling
growth of poverty in the US and elsewhere?

In 1990, as the US began preparing for
war with Iraq, I decided to publicly proclaim

my opposition to this war. In a humble gesture,
I began refusing to pay the federal tax on my
telephone bill, since 50% of federal taxes
support present and past military budgets . By
donating this "war tax" to Catholic Worker
communities, I am preferring the poor over the
violent rich. Each month I include a note
explaining how my religious principles pre-
clude me from supporting this nation's war-
making efforts . It's just a token amount, but, as
of now, I have diverted about $120 in federal
phone tax to those ministering to the least of
our human society.

By the end of 1991, I decided to make
more of a commitment to the Catholic peace-
making effort. During the year of 1992, I
refused topay the federal government $1 174 .97
in income tax . I sent this amount to four
Catholic Worker communities, explaining
where this tax money was coming from (my
meager salary as religion teacher at a Catholic
high school) and where it was not going
(Caesar's War Department). I shared this with
my local Catholic community, and although
some of them disagreed with my actions, they
did support my decision.

In 1993, Iresumed my pay-
ment of federal income tax. Big
Brother can have an awesome/
aweful influence . I still refuse to
pay my federal phone tax but still
support the war economy in many
ordinary ways. Every gallon of
gasoline I pump into my car, each
bottle of beer or wine I purchase,
etc ., supports the war effort through
federal taxation . I continue to
wrestle with this issue . As a Ro-

man Catholic, I have formed my conscience
(through biblical, secular and Church teach -
ings) in the matter of US militarism . My con-
clusion is that it is inconsistent for me, as a
Roman Catholic, to consciously support war-
making efforts when the divine is present in
the faces of "the least" of our society.

In many ways, April 15 is the real Elec-
tion Day—we have the opportunity to vote
with our paychecks for warmaking, global
oppression and state executions . Perhaps there
are other candidates available to us.

Fred Boehrer is a lay person who n

ministers in a local Catholic parish . Fred is
also a Ph. D. candidate in the Religion
Department at Syracuse University. Fred
wrestles with the differance (sic)between
thinking radically and radical living.

Where Your Income Tax
Money Really Goes

▪24% Current Military : $291 Billion
(Military Personnel $66B, Retired Pay $12B,
Operation and Maintenance $91 B, Family Hous-
ing $4B, Procurement $49B, Research and De -
velopment $35B, Construction $68, DoE Nuclear
Weapons $11 B, NASA 50% $76, toast Guard
$4B, plus CIA, Presidents Funds, International
Security Assistance, FEMA)
• 27% Past Military: $329 Billion
Veterans Benefits $35B
Interest on National Debt (80% estimated to be
created by military spending) $291 B
• 29% Human Resources : $258 Billion
(Government, Justice Department, International
Affairs, Peace Corps, 20% interest on national
debt, civilian portion of NASA)
• 6% Physical Resources : $72 Billion
(Includes Agriculture, Commerce, Energy, HUD,
administration/community development, Interior
Department, Transportation, Environmental Pro-
tection)

$100% Total Federal Funds:
$1 .229 Trillion

How These Figures Were Determined
All these dollar figures are for fiscal year

1996, as reported in the Budget of the United
StatesGovernment ; Fiscal Year 1996 : The per-
centages are Federal Funds, calculated after
removing Trust Funds (such as Social Security);
which are raised and spent separately from
income taxes . What you pay (or don't pay) on
April 15 goes only to the Federal Funds portion
of the budget. The government practice of com-
bining Trust and Federal Funds (the so-called
"Unified Budget") began in the 1960s during the
Vietnam War. The government presentation
makes the human needs portion of the budget
seem larger and the military portion smaller.
"Current military' spending addstogethermoney
allocated for the Department of Defense ($251
billion) plus the "defense" portion from other
parts of the budget. Spending on nuclear weap-
ons (without their delivery systems) amounts to
about 1% of the total budget.

"Past military" is represented by veterans;
benefits plus 80% of the interest on the national
debt . If there had been no military spending,
most (if not all) of the national debt would have
been eliminated . Analysts differ on how much of
the debt stems from the military; estimates
range from 50% to 100%. We felt that 80% may
even be conservative.

War Resisters League compiles this infor-
mation each year after the President has pre-
sented the budget (late January or February).

For more information, write to: War Resist-
ersLeague, 339 Lafayette Street, New York, NY
10012

Fred Boehrer
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Human Rights Organization Forms in Syracuse
Syracuse Committee for the Assertion of Human Rights (SCAHR)

Fatma Husein

OUR ORGANIZATION, "Syracuse
Committee for the Assertion of Human

Rights" (SCAHR) recently constituted itself
in Syracuse. Our, membership consists of
people living and working in Syracuse, in-
cluding local residents, members of the SU
campus community and members who have
come here from other lands.

We in SCAHR see our role as not only
one of calling attention to violations of human
rights in our local community, in the US and
globally, but also one of celebrating the
struggles and victories of ordinary people
everywhere in asserting their human rights
against those who would abuse them.

We recognize different forms of human
rights violation including : genocide of indig-
enous peoples ; domination of weak countries
by powerful ones; state brutality such as death
squads and torture; police victimization of
individuals based on their race or their pov -
erty ; abuses of the criminal justice apparatus
such as inhumane prison conditions and capi-
tal punishment; and violence against women,
as well as all other kinds of economic, social
and political evils imposed on ordinary people
world-wide in violation of the U .N. declara-
tion of human rights . These evils include:
denial of access to food, housing, education
and employment; lack of access to healthcare
and childcare facilities; and suppression of
freedom of expression and association such as
the right to form unions and political parties.

SCAHR's first event will be held on
Sunday, April 23, 4-7 PM in Maxwell Audito-
rium on the SU campus. There will be a panel
of speakers, poets and other performers . Ev-
eryone is invited to attend.

This event is being co-sponsored by
Amnesty International, the SU Black Gradu-
ate Students Association, the Pan African
Community of Central New York, the Abol-
ish Blockade against Cuba Committee, the
American Friends Service Committee (Upper
New York Area), the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, Peace Action (CNY) and the Syra-
cuse Peace Council . For more details, see the
flyer included for subscribers or the calendar
of events:

Koigi wa Wamwere

Mum la Abu-Jamal

Political Prisoner Koigi wa Wamwere, a
former member of the Kenyan Parliament, is
the founder of the National Democratic Hu-
man Rights Organization of Kenya . In their
attempt to silence him, the Kenyan secret po-
lice have already jailed him four times without
trial and now are trying to kill him. Currently
he is again in prison and on trial for his life. As
with the political murders of Sacco and Vanzetti
in this country, the accusation is armed rob-
bery, except that in Koigi's case only "at-
tempted robbery with violence" is alleged.

Koigi is being held under life-threatening
conditions . If he survives his incarceration, his
show trial will continue to its foregone conclu-
sion, and he will be hanged at a "convenient"
time when the Kenyan government thinks the
world is not watching . This cannot be allowed
to happen.

There is mounting international iupport
for Koigi, and Amnesty International has
adopted him as a Prisoner of Conscience. Enor-
mous pressure succeeded last time Koigi was
detained in a Kenyan prison. Let's make sure
we get it to work again . We must not allow the
Kenyan government to continue to murder and
otherwise silence its critics.

For more information call: MikeKoplinka-
Loeh : (607) 255-5027 or Paul Van Rompay:
(607) 277-6312.

For more Information on SCAHR or
the April 23 event, please contact:

Fatma Husein : 472-0670;
email : fhusein@mailbox .syr.edu

Elena Levy: 472-5711;
email : Ievye@goliath .sunyocc.edu

Bonita Miller : 423-8330
Mlcere Mugo : 445-0413;

email : mmmugo@summon .syr.edu
Mumbi Mugo : 445-0413;

email : mmugo@mailbox .syr.edu
Ibrahim Rubama : 455-5958x215 (voice

mail)
Fanon Wilkins : 423-9532;

email : fewilkin@mailbox .syr.edu

Mumia Abu-Jamal is an African-Ameri-
can political prisoner currently on death row in
Huntingdon State Prison, Pennsylvania . In
19#2 he was framed by the police, who had
been searching for an excuse to neutralize his
advocacy of justice for the poor . A racist
proceeding—with a handpicked, mostly white
jury—convicted him of murder but until now
public pressure has been able to hold off the
execution . Recently a pro-death penalty gov-
ernor has been elected in Pennsylvania and,
according to some news reports, he may sign
the execution order . Mumia's supporters have
appealed to all of us to petition the governor of
Pennsylvania and prevent this terrible crime
of the state . Mumia has devoted his life to the
causes of the oppressed and his brave voice
must not be silenced.

An international movement has arisen in
response to this appeal, and Amnesty Interna-
tional has adopted Mumia as a Prisoner of
Conscience.

Call, write or fax Governor Thomas
Ridge and Insist that he not sign Abu-
Jamal's death warrant.
Thomas Ridge, Governor of Pennsylvania,

Main Capitol Building, Room 225,
Harrisburg, PA 17120, USA

Phone: 717-783-1198,
Fax:717-783-1396 or 717-787-7859

Send a copy of your letter to your local
newspaper, and to Mumla himself at:
Mumia Abu-Jamal #AM-8335, 1100 Pike

St ., Huntingdon, PA 16654-1112, US
and to

Equal Justice USA/Quixote Center at PO
Box 5206, Hyattsville, MD 20782, USA;

Phone : 301-699-0042;
Fax: 301-864-2182.
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Paz, Amor Y Corazon
Doris Sage

The following account was written by
Doris Sage, who describes herself as a
storyteller . Recently, she and Shirley
Novak, both of Syracuse, visited El Salva-
dor to spend time with Syracuse's sister
community, La Estancia, in the moun-
tains of Morazon department.

HIS WAS SHIRLEY'S fourth trip to La
Estancia in three years and my first. Last

fall, when I attended my first Central America/
Caribbean Coalition (CACC) meeting, Ann
Tiffany asked : "What do you do when you
travel to Cancun?" I didn't have a good an-
swer. A little later a neighbor asked me : "What
are you going to do in El Salvador?" Again I
didn't have a good answer.

Shirley and I arrived in San Salvador on
February 16 with four large duffel bags filled
with material aid : school supplies, clothing, a
computer, solar battery charger, batteries,
medical supplies, five soccer balls and other
items. In our own luggage we carried a type-
writer and a printer. The fmancial aid raised
here in Syracuse for La Estancia was depos-
ited by check in a bank in San Salvador.

We were met at the airport by Juan Rojas
from CEBES, by Gloria Castillo and by her
brother Osmaro Castillo. In the late eighties

Gloria and her family lived in Sanctuary in
Syracuse. At that time, for security reasons,
she was known as Juana. With her on this visit
to El Salvador was her 13 year-olddaughter,
Alba, and her niece Laura . Gloria, Alba and
Laura now live in Edmonton, Alberta . This
was Alba's first trip to her parents' homeland.
Osmaro lives in El Salvador.

That first
evening we met
with Dr. Lanny
Smith, the coordi-
nator of Medicos
Del Mundt), El Salvador, who told us about
that group's work in La Estancia . The next day
we met with Michelle Geirck, an Australian
working with CEBES, a Salvadoran organiza -

tion that unites communities through Libera-
tion Theology. Both MDM and CEBES were
our links with La Estancia.

With Michele and Juan we discussed
their work and the schedule for our week in La
Estancia . They had stories to tell about the
needs which still exist in La Estancia—thanks
to poverty, malnutrition, and the slow process
of land reform. Both also told of the lack of
security in San Salvador. There were many
guns and guards with sub-machine guns at the
banks, markets and gas stations . It was not
comforting to know the guns were probably
supplied by our government.

Juan drove Michele and the seven of us
(with baggage) to La Estancia in a five-pas-
senger, 4-wheel drive van that choked and

coughed its way up the rocky, dusty mountain
road . It was a seven hour trip. Upon arriving
we were overwhelmed with greetings, em-
braced by the entire La Estancia community,
formally welcomed in the first of many, such
ceremonies, and I felt safe.

Each day we traveled to one of the five
caserios (hamlets) that make up La Estaneia.

At each caserio we vis-
ited the cuido diario (day
care center) and met with
the caserio directors to
discuss their progress

and current concerns. For Shirley it was a
chance to see the progress our sister commu-
nity had made during the past year; for me it
was an opportunity to understand. We spent
one day and night in each of the caserios.

It was unbelievable to me that the Peace
Accords had been signed only three years ago;
the people of la Estancia had done so much to
rebuild their lives out of the wreckage of the
war. However, in each caserio when the names
of those who were killed in the war were read,
people wept.

One tiny woman, older than I and as high
as my shoulder, insisted on carrying my heavy
backpack. She bounded over the rocks, up the
steep path and then gave me her newly de-
signed matata (handbag) as a gift . Again I
cried.

I see third world poverty differently now.
I went to La Estancia for heart.

Doris is a member of the Central
America / Cribbean Coalition.

It was not comforting to know
the guns were probably
supplied by our government.
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cont'd from last page

• School of the Americas : Plans were
underway for local activities supporting Ann
Tiffany and Ed Kinane's fast in Washington,
DC with nationwide activists calling for the
defunding of the School of the Americas.
These activities will have occurred on March
24, coinciding with the 15th anniversary of the
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Amulfo
Romero in El Salvador.

Next CACC meeting :Wednesday, April
12, 6 PM potluck meeting of the Coali -

tion, followed by individual group meet-
ings at 7:30 PM . The discussion topic
will be process, whichwas not addressed
last month due to the abundance of
exciting news about La Estancia .

CENTRAL AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN
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Surviving Is Political
Women Claim Their Power
Roden Roberts that incest happens . When we do this, we give

a strong message to persons who have been
incested that they too are `dirty.' . . .It is when
we begin to talk about incest in our homes and
communities that we begin to support one
another, and it is then that change comes
about."

Michele Thomas spoke about the power
of the personal healing process, and the power
of speaking out, telling her own story about
her recently renewed relationship with her
biological mother, after having been adopted.

Elana Levy stressed the need to work
together on the myriad of oppressions that
cannot be separated and that do not occur in a
vacuum. "We can't wait 'till we're the mythi-
cal 'all better' . . .we must simultaneously work
strenuously to end the greed, the selfishness,
the system of bottom lines which profits very
few without concern over whose body . . .We
must become the person each of us was taught
to be afraid of—earth shattering, system chang-

HT

E SAME OPPRESSIVE' political cli-
mate that threatens to withdraw support

from single teenage mothers, take away.
women's reproductive freedoms and deny
rights to lesbians and gays, all in the name of
preserving "family values," also threatens to
silence the voices of survivors of sexual abuse.
Members of the newly formed Syracuse Coa-
lition for Accuracy About Abuse spoke about
this backlash, their own personal experiences,
and the need for political action at a panel
discussion "Surviving is Political : Women
Claim Their Power" on Wednesday, March 8,
International Women's Day at Le Moyne
College.

Panel members were Elana Levy (poet,
community activist); Rosaria Champagne
(Assistant Professor of English/author of the
forthcoming bookThe Politics of Survivorship
-NYU Press); Michele Thomas (poet and
church/community activist) ; Cheryl Dumesnil
(political activist, poet, writing instructor);
and Cathy Brochu (spiritual optimist, incest
survivor, and winner of a 1995 Women's
Commission "Woman of Courage" award).

About 50 people attended the discussion.
Many commented on the diversity of perspec -
tives represented by the panel and on the
inspiring strength and clarity shown by survi-
vors. Several women on the panel spoke very
intimately about their own personal experi-
ences of incest. Others focused on the histori-
cal/political roots of sexual abuse and/or pos-
sibilities for action . All were quite clear that
personal healing from the trauma must go
hand in hand with speaking out to make soci-
etal change . As Rosaria Champagne stated,
"The difference between a survivor of vio-
lence and a victim of violence is the political
meaning made of the traumatic
experience . . .Under the law of patriarchy, we
all start out 'victims' . . .Survivors move to a
place where we reject the demand that we
remain politely silent . . ."

Cathy Brochu also emphasized the need
to speak out . "We as a community, we as a
nation do not talk about incest . We treat the
word like it was 'dirty.' We choose to ignore

ing."
Champagne also spoke of the underlying

system " . . .the law of patriarchy, a system of
domination which reduces women to objects
for exchange and men to tools carrying out this
exchange. . ." and made connections between
politicizing survivorship and the lesbian/gay
rights movement. "The solution to oppression
posed recently in both movements has been
'coming out' . . .Coming out does not put an end
to the closet's function.. .Conservatives see
gays and lesbians as 'responsible' for hate
crimes because as gay and lesbian people we
cast a sin against patriarchy; in like terms,
conservatives also read incest survivors as

deserving of social ostricization because they
believe it expedient to sacrifice our truths to
family values . . .because of the way that
heterosexism simultaneously sanctions incest
as it criminalizes homosexuality ." She contin-
ued by looking at the history of categorizing
and defining incest, a history which includes
defining the problem as "sex delinquency"
and survivors as "feebleminded liars" in 1910
and the belief of"experts" by 1960 that incest
was a "rare sexual perversion, a one-in-a-
million occurrence."

The latest movement to silence survivors
is spearheaded by the False Memory Syn-
drome Foundation, a backlash organization of
accused parents who claim that most recov-
ered memories of incest are "false" memories
planted byunscrupulous therapists . The FMSF
claims to be a nonprofit research organization
supporting loving parents who are "wrongly
accused" and whose only concern is bringing
families back together. However, the FMSF
has conducted no legitimate research and has
no way of knowing whether or not its mem-
bers are actually perpetrators of abuse (in fact,
they don't even ask) and admits that two of its
leaders are members of a pedophilia group.
Their strategies for "getting families back
together" include suing therapists and
countersuing adult children, as well as sup-
porting a (failed) lawsuit against authors Ellen
Bass and Laura Davis (The Courage to Heal)

and legislation that would keep therapists from
providing testimony in court.

In the face of such oppression (and in an
ever more oppressive political/cultural cli-
mate), how do we move forward? Cheryl
Dumesnil spoke about potential political as

well as personal action. "I would ask you the
same questions I ask myself. . .1) What is your
vision for change? 2) What are your resources,
talents and strengths? 3) How can you use
those resources, talents and strengths to create
your vision for change? No. one person or
coalition can end the tyranny of sexual vio -
lence. No single vision for change will suffice.
The range of possibilities for action is as vast
as the range of changes we need to make."

There was a stimulating question/answer/
discussion period after the presentation . Mem-
bers of the audience reminded us that men also
suffer incest/sexual abuse, and one man spoke
as a survivor about the particular difficulties of
fmding voice, fmding support in a society that
so narrowly limits/defines men's experiences.
Another person was struck by the similarities

cont'd on next page
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NY State Wildlife Biologist Under ' Attach
Ward Stone Finds Incinerator Ash Toxic
Bill Mazza

	

were high. When stone released his
results it attracted a storm of criticism.

Interestingly enough, even the edi-
torial board of the local Syracuse Post-

MARCH13,1995,theSyracusePeace Standard got into the act, attacking.
Council participated in a coalition of Stone's integrity and questioning his

regional environmental action organizations jurisdiction in testing the Syracuse ash.
that held a press conference in support of NY In a March 9, 1995, editorial the Post-
State Wildlife Biologist Ward Stone. Stone is Standard lashed out ; " . . .What Stone is
under attack for running independent tests of doing isn't science. It's advocacy. . .A far
ash from the Ogden Martin incinerator which more independent analysis of the ash .
recently began operation in Syracuse (Orson comesfromtheDECitself . . .WardStone
daga County, NY). Stone analyzed the ash for doesn't speak for the DEC . . .he should
total heavy metal content and found; it con- not use his position to capitalize on people's
tained hazardous levels of lead, cadmium and fears and burnish his own image as a folk
mercury . This was in direct opposition to the hero." However, as a biologist and wildlife
findings of the official TCLP Test (Toxic pathologist for the state of NY ; Stone- was
Characteristic Leaching ProcedureTest) which acting responsibly to protect the Montezuma
classified the ash as "non-hazardous."

	

Refuge from what he rightly saw as a potential
A classification of "hazardous" greatly danger. Why then the attack on his profes-

increases the costs of handling, transport and sional integrity?
disposal of the incineration ash . The
hazardous classification makes it possi
dispose of the ash in landfills without
specific or regulated protective measures;"? ` . .,: current regulations. Because the Environmen-

Ward Stone's interest was aroused sin

	

dal Protection Agency (EPA) selected, in Jam
Seneca Medows, the landfill of choice for the ary 1995, a procedure that mixes the fly ash

the bottom ashbefore testing, highly haz-
ous and toxic ash is classifiable as non-
erdous waste . Briefly, the mixing of the fly

t (10-20% of the total) with the bottom ash
c. 4.4

- -90% of the total) enables the lime in the fly
ee)omash from exposure to

ions and thus artificially
ash to artificially pass

.aso

	

lime in the an. pollution

the.

parents/adults to create filters/values for chil-

Write to Governor Pataki to . ask that be
restore Ward Stone's budget and recognize the
merits of an official who rises above inadequate
regulations to do his job . Pataki has already
applied cuts to his department budgetand many
state officials who would be glad to see Stone
dismissed). Send your letter of support to : Gov.
Pataki, Executive Chamber, State Capital,
Albany, NY 12224.

Also call or write to the editorial board at the
Post-Standard in support of Ward Stone and
questioning their unwillingness to investigate
inconsistancies in environmental regulations
surrounding the incinerator : Syr. Post Stan-
dard, PO Box 4818, Syracuse, NY 13221, or
call Fred Flake at (315) 470-2167.

Syracuse incinerator, lies next to
Montezuma Wildlife Refuge in Senfi
County, NY. In fact, a stream which fl
through the landfill drains into the re
Stone not only repeated the TCLP test,
also had the total content of toxic mi
analyzed. As expected, the ash passed
TCLP test, but the absolute levels of sev
heavy metals (lead, mercury and cadmic f;

'or' What Stone's test_revealed is the failure of
JTCLP Test to register toxic content in ash,

efficient nature of the

equipment effectively nullifies the effort. to
simulate acidic leaching conditions (for the
TCLP Test) without testing for total content of
toxic substances in the ash, such as toxic
metals like lead, cadmium and mercury, and
the dioxins and furans which are known to
form on the fly ash particles.

Questioning the hypocrisy of this proce-
dure;must be the bad science part of Stone's
"advocacy." Unfortunately, there is no one in
a position of protecting the workers inside the
incinerator, the ash haulers, the workers at the
landfill, the people along the transport route
and all of the people who face the potential
danger of a contaminated watershed, who is
willing to speak up . We commend Ward Stone
for his willingness to endanger his career by
speaking truth to power.

All information gathered from Waste
Not, a publication of Work on Waste USA,
published 48 times a year, individual
subscriptions $40/year, 82 Judson St, Canton,
NY 13617.

Bill is the current staffperson for SPC . 4b

coned from last page
between the trauma of survivors of sexual
abuse and survivors of concentration camps.
Another talked about how the crime of incest
is defined by the Bible, which mentions many
familial relationships, but not that of father/
daughter . Questions were raised about whether
there is less abuse happening now, after years
of increased awareness, and about how we can
protect our children from all the negative mes-
sages about sexuality with which they are
continually bombarded . In response, panel
members spoke of the need to be aware of the
over-eroticization of our culture that sexual-
izes children (such as ads that slowly pan a
child's naked body) and makes it extremely
difficult to develop a healthy, positive appre-
ciation of human sexuality, and of the need for

dren to help them make judgements and inter-
pret those messages . Another woman spoke of
her brother's habit of pointing out the attrac-
tiveness of his young, daughter's body and
how she was able to speak to him and interrupt
the situation.

Several opportunities for actionfmterac-
Lion were available. There was a wreath upon
which people were encouraged to pin ribbons
in the name ofa survivor, sheets of paper hung
for comments about "why survivorship is po-
litical" and "why this issue is important to
me," a petition demanding the restoration of
state funds for child care and referral funding
(Gov . Pataki has proposed to eliminate this
funding), a letter to the producers of the NBC
series Sisters (the series recently portrayed a

therapist planting "false memories" of incest
with his client); information about legislation
proposed in New Hampshire by supporters of
the FMSF, as well as articles and various
information.

The event was the first of many the
SCAAA hopes to sponsor as they work to
increase awareness of sexual abuse and
survivorship as a political issue . As Cham-
pagne said, "incest will not stop merely be-
cause we expose its presence. . .nor will it stop
by `punishing' perpetrators. . .while simulta-
neously valorizing violence by calling war
patriotic, heterosexism and homophobia God's
law, racism deserved, and sexism natural."

For more information, contact SCAA at
P .O. Box 6037, Syracuse, NY 13217.

Radell, an organizer of the event, is an

	

d b
activist/vocalist and a former SPC staffperson ..
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e Don't Have To Do This Alone
or The Politics of Surviving 'together

sexism when AIDS and breast cancer are
addressed. People are suffering, angry and
feeling great losses, and we are set up to
struggle for the same scraps of research money,
health care and personal caregiving energy.
Scarcity pushes us to compete against each
other and to ask, "Why should I give my
money, energy and emotional support to `them'
when my own community needs it so badly?"

A competitive edge also enters when sur-
vivor§ attempt to quantify their experiences . It

is unhelpful to rank op-
pressions and claim that
one is worse or more
difficult than another.
Oppression sits on each
group in individual
ways . Alliances be-

tween survivors should stress our differences
and support what we can learn from one an-
other and should avoid oppression-olympics
in which we claim that our community has had
more to bear over a longer period of time . Who
wins in such competition?

Tensions can also arise if one group ap-
propriates the language and vocabulary of
another . Webster defines holocaust as "a thor-
ough, destruction especially by fire." The word
has taken on a more specific meaning, how-
ever, and I have heard many individuals ex-
press their anger that overuse or misuse of the
term lessens the significance of the Nazis'
extermination of the Jews . Owning the vo-
cabulary of our experiences feels crucial if our
stories are to be heard and understood as we
believe'they should be:1

Just as the vocabulary of our stories can
Iose its strength if it is overused, our
stories can lose their significance if
they are repeated out of context or too
often. I remember my outrage when a
peace organization in my college town
sang Holly Near's song, "Singing for
Our Lives" and omitted the verse "We
are gay "and straight together." Near
Wrote this song after Harvey Milk, the
gay San Francisco city supervisor, was
murdered by Dan White. I was angry
that a peace organization would use a
song from the gay and lesbian move-
ment, and, because of its ignorance of

'the historical context of the song, and

cont'd on next page

OTELL ME MORE about Seattle." I was
driving Nan to the drugstore to pick up

prescriptions and a few other things she
The seizures caused by her brain

or had resulted in the loss of her license . I
ve never been to Seattle and didn't quite
ow how to respond. She either registered

hesitation or realized she was confusing
with someone else. "Oh, no, that was a
versation I was having with Katie yester-
You see, this kind of thing happens to me

the time now ."
She couldn't ease my discomfort; my

end's brain didn't behave as it once did . Her
and conversation were unpredictable

unsettling before; they were even more so
w; Butat least I didn't have to fake it. Nan

ly acknowledged the changes occurring
o her body and mind during the months she

cancer . Nan's death was a community
vent . Each of us had something to do, some

11 part toplay, which brought some com-
ort to all of us in a difficult, uncomfortable

e .
This all happened seven years ago. I still

!think of Nan often, and I still learn a great deal
from her. She was my advisor in college. Our
relationship was strained . She told me I would
be wasting my talent if I studied lesbian litera-
eture as it was all trash. Nan made many rash
pronouncements . I don't think I idealized her
or loved her better once she was dead,
I just found her easier to learn from.
I've never known anyone to die as well
as Nan did. There was no discussion
that was taboo with Nan. She would
tell you about her brain surgery and
how inappropriately the doctor had
behaved, how horrific the medical es-
tablishment was . She would tell you
she didn't believe in an afterlife and
that this didn't frighten her, her great-
est fear was not dying, but living in
between death and life in the coma
doctors predicted she would hover in
for two to four months before she died.

I thought of what I had learned
froth Nan's dying recently while at-

tending a panel at Outwrite, a gay and lesbian
writers conference. The panel, "AIDS Writing
and HIV Status," focused on the ethical and
political implications of a writer's health sta-
tus. The moderator of the panel, Eric Rofes,
spoke last. Eric is HIV negative and he out-
lined some of the dynamics which made it
difficult for him to talk or write about his own
feelings of grief and pain. He turned to the
literature of survivors of other catastrophic
events such as the Vietnam War and the Holo-
caust to find his feel-
ings reflected and to
better understand his
situation in his com-
munity.

I was immedi-
ately moved by what
Eric had to say . I, too, have felt the complexi-
ties of expressing my feelings as the partner of
incest survivors . Often my anger has been
bigger, my frustration greater, my sadness
more vocally expressed . I have felt isolated.
These feelings are all appropriate enough, but
my partners have not been the appropriate
outlet for them How helpful conversations
with people like Eric would be at these times
in my lifer But what is it that makes such
connections seem taboo?

Someone said in the discussion period
that lesbians had been learning to support each
other through our experiences with breast can-
cer, and gay men have things they can learn
from us. Bingo! Here's one of the taboos and,
not surprisingly, it's sexism. I have felt within
myself and within the gay and lesbian commu-
nity the tension caused by the implications of

Linking communities, of

survivors may be our most

politically sustaining act
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Strawberry and Chocolate
Cuban Film Reflects Popular Attitudes and an Opening of Political Space
Joan Goldberg

	

name Strawberry and Chocolate after the ice sympathetic gay man as a main character and
cream flavor each orders) .

	

deals with issues of homosexuality,
Diego loves his country and wants only to homophobia and dissension would seem to

be accepted and be part of it. But he is disillu- indicate a change in popular attitudes as well
sioned with the government that represses as an opening of political space . This is a film
him. David is homophobic and very rigid in that deserves wide distribution not only be-
his political beliefs . The film chronicles the cause it challenges some firmly-held beliefs
development of their relationship as, despite about Cuba, but it's enjoyable and charming
their many personal and ideological differ- as well!
ences, they begin to understand, accept and

	

' Hopefully,Strawberry and Chocolate will
really care about each other.

	

soon be playing at a theater near you.
Strawberry and Chocolate is an enter-

	

Joan is an adult educator and Central
taming, engaging, often touching filmand one American activist who visited Cuba last

that ispolitically and ideologically significant a°dng. She is working to end the US em

as well. The characters are authentic, not can
bongo, normalize relations and bring
Strawberry and Chocolate to

catures or stereotypes. It is a pictorial ode to

		

Syracuse. She
appreciates Frank Ireland's contributions to

Havana, depicting the city in a loving way, this review
nostalgically capturing its decaying beauty.

Strawberry and
Chocolate won major
recognition at the Latin
American Film Festi-
val in Havana in 1993,
was shown at the 1994
New York Film Festi-
val and is a nominee
for the 1995 Academy
Awards best foreign
film. The popularity
and wide appeal of a
Cuban film that has a

Directed by: Tomas Gutierrez Alea
In Spanish with English subtitles

STRAWBERRY AND CHOCOLATE, a
prize-winning and much acclaimed Cu-

ban film, opened in February at the Lincoln
Plaza Cinema (63rd St. and Broadway) in
New York City. I first saw it last April in
Havana in the working class suburb of
Marianao. This film had been playing to packed
theaters in Cuba, and it seemed that everyone
had either seen or, at the very least, was talking
about it . Seeing it in Havana with a predomi -
nately Cuban audience was especially thrill-
ing, although my limited knowledge of Span-
ish (no English subtitles!) meant that I came
away with a very superficial understanding of
the film. But in February I saw it again, this
time in New York and with English subtitles.

Strawberry and Chocolate, made by
Cuba's leading director Tomas Gutierrez Alea,
is the story of a friendship between two very
different men in the Cuba of the 1970's . Diego
(Jorge Peruggoria) is amiddle age, overtly gay
intellectual ; David (Vladimir Cruz) is a naive
college student and member of the Commu -
nist Party. They first meet when Diego tries to
pick David up in an ice cream parlor (hence the

"We are happy here,' greets visitors to Coppelia, Havana's famous ice cream
parlor in the park where a key scene in the film takes place.

its homophobia, would feel justified to cut out
the verse which mentions gays and lesbians.
This felt like a disrespectful misuse of one
movement's story by another.

The taboo ofsilence is yet another force
which inhibits us from making connections
across communities . People living with AIDS
and survivors of sexual abuse experience
unique types of stigmatization because of their
survivor status which frequently leads them to
be silent. The stigma of cancer is dramatically
different than it once was, so Nan did not have
to feel shame connected to her disease. She
and those near her could discuss it openly and
get support from just about anyone we talked
to. The shame and stigma attached to AIDS
and sexual abuse impede people from speak-
ing and organizing openly around their expe-
riences and from garnering community sup-
port. An implication of this is that individuals
living with AIDS and sexual abuse, as well as

their caregivers, supporters and loved ones,
are isolated and cut off from receiving the
support they need. No one is operating with
the range of options and resources they could
be, adding more stress and hardship to what is
already present.

Linking communities of survivors may
be our most politically sustaining act as it will
forge alliances and help us trust that it is not
"those other people" who jeopardize our health,
livelihood and happiness. These things are
jeopardized by the systems of power and cod -
trol which separate us and by an economic
system which offers a surplus to a minority by
enforcing scarcity for the majority . We need
the strength we'll gain by joining our stories
and experiences together . It is crucial that we
learn to do this with respect so that the integ-
rity of each story remains intact as we read and
learn from it.

I don't think Nan would be hurt by my use
of her death 'to theorize the connections be-
tween people suffering loss. I think she would
have cocked her head to one side, raised her
right eyebrow and found my project and my ,
interest in something so intimately connected
to her intriguing . I know she would be touched
that envisioning her like this brings tears to my
eyes . Nan continues to be a teacher and an
example in my life . The experiences I shared
with her and the community of people she died
with serve as a bridge between myself and
people living and dying with pain.

'The notion that we could control our experi-
ences through ownership of our stories raises
an issue which deserves its own essay . Suffuse
it to say that we cannot own experiences, nor
can we control language.

Karen HON lives and writes in Syracuse,
NV.
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The Continuing Crime of Black Imprisonment

international Comparisons
In 1991 the Sentencing Project, an inde-

pendent reform organization based in Wash-
ington DC, issued a report authored by Marc
Mauer, its assistant director, entitled "Ameri-
cans Behind Bars : A Comparison of interna-
tional Rates of Incarceration ." (In order to

allow for international comparability, Mauer
used rates which included people in jails plus
those in prison, since many countries do not
make distinctions between these two groups.)
The report showed that the US had the highest
incarceration rate in the world (426/100,000)
compared to a distant second, South Africa
(333/100,000) and third, the Soviet Union
(268/100,000) . Other countries had even lower
rates-countries like Poland (106/100,000),
the United Kingdom (97/100,000), Italy (60/
100,000), and the Netherlands (40/100,000).
(I summarized specifics of this report in an
article that appeared in Z Magazine in May,
1992).

Incredibly, when the report was revised
using data from one year later, the gap had
widened. In 1991 the US had a rate of 455
compared to South Africa's rate of 311 . Fur-
thermore, in 1990 the incarceration rate for
black people in the US was 3,109 compared to
729 for black people in South Africa . In 1991
this differential also increased; the rates were,
respectively, 3,37Q and 681 . Thus, in 1990 the
incarceration rate for black people in the US
was 4 .3 times greater than the rate for black
people in South Africa. One year later that
ratio had increased to 4.9.

US Prisons—in black and white .
Consider the racial nature of imprison-

ment with 1,000,000 people in US prisons.
Using US Census figures and estimates de-
rived from publications of the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics, calculations show that the im-

prisonment rate (we
are now using only
people in prison for
these calculations)
for black people is
1,534 (per 100,000
population)) com-
pared to the white

rate of 197 . Thus, black people are 7 .8 times
more likely to go to prison than white people.

Further examination of these statistics
reveals the depth of their meaning . For ex-
ample, if instead of the usual per 100,000
rates, we employ percentages (per 100 people),
we see that 1 .534% of all black people (and
0 .197% of all white people) will be in prison at
any given moment . Similarly, 3 .1% of all
black men will be in prison as will 6.2% of all
black men aged 18-44 .

The New
Crime Bill

A new
"crime" bill has
been passed by
Congress . Thisbill
renders the num-
bers discussed above small by comparison.
The goals of this new "crime initiative" are : to
place 100,000 more police on the streets ; to
increase conviction rates; to increase the pro-
portion of convictions resulting in imprison-
ment; to require those imprisoned to serve at
least 85% of their sentence ("truth in sentenc-
ing") and to incarcerate "three-time losers" for
the rest of their lives.

Political scientists and criminologists have
started to estimate the impact that this bill will
have on imprisonment . John Irwin and James
Austin, two criminologists who often prepare
publications for the prestigious National Coun-
cil on Crime and Delinquency, have esti-
mated, in their book entitled It's About Time
(Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1993), that
a package of laws such as those included in the
new crime bill would result in over 9 times as
many people being imprisoned. Thus, if we
multiply the 6 .2% noted above by 9, we see
that well over half (55.8%) of all black men
aged 18-44 will be in prison on any given day
if all projected aspects of the new "crime
initiative" are implemented.

There is much that is speculative about
this estimate, and that must remain so given
the unfolding effects of the crime bill . Other
details would have to be taken into consider-
ation to refine the estimates above, details
like : using an estimate of the 1994 US popula-
tion rather than figures from the 1990 Census;
estimating the aging effect that the new crime
bill will have on the prison population; and
using the more recent, much higher, propor-
tions of prisoners who are black (55% in 1993
compared to 46% in 1991, this latter propor-
tion being the one used to generate the esti-
mates above) . Whatever these refinements,
the numbers will . remain staggering. Never
before has any society at any time used impris-
onment in this fashion. The impact that this
will have on the black community is difficult
even to fathom.

This gives us still one more reason to

cont'd on next page

IN THE FALL of 1994, the United States
placed its 1,000,000th human being in a

prison cell . This does not include those in jails
(about 500,000), those on parole (about
600,000), those on probation (about
3,000,0000) or those in juvenile facilities (about
60,000) . It isdifficult to grasp the enormity of
these numbers . For example, the number of
people in prison would comprise the 11th
largest city in the US . The number of people
who are incarcerated in jails or prisons is
greater than the number of people who live in
13 states. The number of people under the
control of the "criminal" "justice" system is
almost two times larger than the number of
people who live in Nicaragua or Chicago . The
number ofpeople in the US who were arrested
last year is larger than the population of Cuba.

Placing a million human beings in prison
is an extraordinary landmark, the number of
prisoners being about five times larger than it
was 20 years ago. This growth has more than
kept up with the population . Between 1925
(when official imprisonment statistics were
first organized) and 1971, the imprisonment
rate was on the order of about 100 per 100,000.
Then, in 1972, on the heels of the assassina-
tion of George Jackson, the Attica rebellion
and the COINTELPRO attacks on the black
Panthers and the black
Liberation Army, the
imprisonment rate be-
gan to soar and still
has not leveled off.
Today this rate is about
400 (per 100,000	
population) . The cur-
rent nature of this imprisonment is awful
enough . The prospects under the new crime
bill are absolutely terrifying.

The number of people in the
US who were arrested last year
is larger than the population
of Cuba.
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Nonviolent Witness
Two Books Explore Theological Politic and Practice

JIM DOUGLASS SUGGESTS that jail is
the 20th century monastery. Bill Wylie-

Kellerman, in his Catholic Worker manifesto,
recommends a periodic "vacation in jail ." In
my brief five years at the Dorothy Day Catho-
lic Worker in Washington, DC, I have taken
my share of "monastic retreats" behind bars . I
generally ford this time ideal forfocusedprayer
and reading—a luxury rarely granted us at
Dorothy Day house.

The last fifteen-month stint (for my part
in the Pax Christi-Spirit of Life plowshares
action in December 1993) fords me praying
and reading as voraciously as ever, and I wish
to share two particularly good books which I
think few people would otherwise encounter:
The God of Peace by Fr. John Dear, S .J.
(Orbis, $16.95) and Bomber Grounded, Run-
way Closed by Ciaron O 'Reilly (Rose Hill
Books, 28291 444th Ave, Marion,. SD 57043:
$9 .95)

In The God ofPeace, Fr. Dear posits that
the gospel calls all God's children to a life of
nonviolence, and he presents a nonviolent
theology in full . In so doing, Fr . Dear offers an
extremely accessible examination of theologi-
cal topics from violence in the-Hebrew Scrip-

fight against law-and-order hysteria and the
racist use of imprisonment in our society.
Rather than devoting our resources and ener-
gies to proven-failed strategies like the use of
massive imprisonment, we should instead
pursue those strategies which will build a
humane society and thus prevent crime and
imprisonment . These strategies include strug-
gling to eliminate white supremacy and pov-
erty while building an economy that meets
human needs rather than the needs of profi-
teers and robber barons . Rather than creating
a nation of prisons, we should be creating a
nation of human beings.

Steve Whitman is an epidemiologist with
the City of Chicago Public Health Depart-
ment. For more information or to contribute
to the work, contact the Committee to End
the Marton Lockdown, P.O. Box 578172, 0%
Chicago, IL 60657.
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tures to the Trinity, from Liturgy to the Sacra-
ments, from community to prayer and also
more timely topics such as Church patriarchy,'
homophobia, sexism, collusion with war, and
usury. Throughout, Fr. Dear roots himself
firmly in Gospel analysis and a deep sense of
life's sanctity.

The God ofPeace may be one of the most
Catholic Worker-oriented theological texts yet
written. Fr. Dear has been deeply involved in
both the Catholic Worker and peace and jus-
tice issues more broadly since he entered the
Jesuits in 1982, and his sensibilities regarding
nonviolence have been deeply influenced by
his many experiences . He draws heavily on
both these experiences and his extensive read-
ing, reflection, and prayer. He makes frequent
reference to Dorothy Day and the Catholic
Worker, Mohandes Gandhi and his campaigns
and Martin Luther King, Jr . and the civil rights
movement. All this makes for a more enjoy-
able reading experience and a deeper sense of
Fr . Dear the man.

Ciaron O'Reilly, as much as anyone I've
met, shows what a life of Gospel dedication
looks like . Ciaroti has been living voluntary
poverty with precarity, community, prayer,
public liturgy and radical, creative gospel-
focused nonviolence for about twenty years
since co-founding the Australian Catholic
Worker in Brisbane.

Bomber Grounded, Runway Closed re-
lates the January 1, 1991 plowshares action
carried out by Catholic Worker from Austra-
lia, , New Zealand, and D .C . This fine book
includes both key ANZUS plowshares docu-
ments and Ciaron's letters from a small pri-
vately-run jail in South Texas. The ANZUS
documents are quite interesting and clearly
evince four people dedicated to the God of
peace. Ramsey Clark's testimony on the Gulf
War is a truly valuable and moving historical
document and an impressive complement to
the personal testimony and statements of the
four plowshares participants.

Ciaron's letters make this book! Ciaron
has perhaps the most appealing style of letter
writing I've encountered, and none of these
letters disappoint . Readers are offered a truly
incredible jail chronicle of inmate revolts,
racist soccer games, and cultural commen-
tary, all from Ciaron's unique perspective.
Ciaron's letters show great hope and humor .
through everything. I found myself movingl

quickly through laughter and huge grins to
horror and deep vicarious pain and back to
amused joy with Ciaron's easy treatment of
intense topics and amusing commentary . I
thoroughly enjoyed this anecdotal ancillary to
The God ofPeace.

In January 1992, Ciaron wrote : "The ba-
sic ethical clash between the imperial state
and the Kingdom of God is that for the state
everyone is expendable. For the kingdom, all
life is sacred, having been created in the image
of God."ClearlyThe GodofPeaceand Bomber
Grounded, Runway Closed invite all of us to
change our lives and lifestyles, to focus on the
God of Peace, to see that all human beings are
called to lives of dedicated and sacrificial
nonviolence. Fr. John Dear offers the theory
(with a pleasant quota of anecdotes) and Ciaron
O'Reilly provides analysis and contextual
example. I ford these books a blessing and re-
affirmation, appealing in presentation. They
have made this particular "monastic vacation"
all the more bearable.

Bruce is currently living in the Catholic
Worker community at Dorothy Day House in
Washington, DC.
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(315) 478-6214

Meg Sullivan - Chin
MA, CSW

Certified Social Worker
Certified Reiki Practitioner

Promoting Mind, Body,
Spirit Connection

Bruce Freidrich
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Co-operation
It's not just a nice idea . It works.

Now serving members of:.
Syracuse Real Food Coop
Syracuse Peace Council
Women's Info Center
Jowonio
Wellspring
ENIP
Peace Action of CNY
Syracuse Cultural Workers

'82 '83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88 '89 '90 '91 '92 '93 '94

Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union
723 Westcott Street . - 4714116

ARE YOU WATCHING
YOUR FINANCES WISELY?

For information and consulting
on financial issues such as:

Mutual Funds
(including Socially Conscious)

Insurance
(Annuities, Disability, Life,

& Long Term Care) and
Tax Sheltered Accounts

call : 637-5153
SUSAN S . jiAlfSllsf

Registered Representative
Securities offered through:

Legend Equities Corporation, 907 Butternut St.
Syracuse, NY 13208 422-5868

Eileen Steinbugler Altieri CSW
Clinical Social Worker

Psychotherapy
Telephone

	

Counseling
(315) 837-8351

	

Consultation

7n De... .e 11ra.. .eleKa.. AIok



The center for Peace and Reconcili,p
tion is currently organizing an effortTo bring
about the demilitarization of Haiti . The center
believes that the outright abolition of armies is
an essential step that developing countries
must take to guarantee democracy and future
prosperity . Developmentis seriouslyhindered,
the center maintains, when scarce resources
are wasted on the military, an unproductive
sector that is more often used against domestic
populations than used to stave off perceived
security threats. By most estimates, a ; very
significant majority of Haitians would support
the abolition of their country's armed forces.

Businesses operating in Burma are
barred from doing business with the city of
Berkeley, California under a new r'eSoiution
approved February 28 by' the 'Berkeley City
Council . The resolution, the first of its kind in
the world, prohibits the purchase of goods and
services from companies who do business in
Burma because of the country's repressive
human rights record . The three largest U.S.
companies with operations in Burma--Pepsi,
Texaco, and UNOCAL—are likely to be af-
fected by the resolution. -

A new, free and confidential GI rights
hotline has been established. Tetl :military
men and women who need help to call 1-800
FYI-95GI. Available information irtcludes:
how to respond to abuse, discrimination or
harassment, how to get out of the military,
how to resist deployment and how tq apply for
conscientious objector status . Vonviolent
Activist.

PEACE~
NASA . and the Department of Energy

(DOE) have recently released the Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the
1997 Cassini space mission to Saturn. This
statement infers that the 73 pounds of pluto-
nium 238 and 239 on board will not be a
danger. NASA and the DOE use a computer
model called the "Monte Carlo Simulation" to
come up with their accident probability fig-
ures and contamination numbers in case of an
accident . The most extreme disaster scenario
that they computed for would mean an excess
of 2,300 extra cancers over a fifty year period.
Other experts outside of NASA feel that their
numbers are significantly underestimated, and
have `come up with their own calculations.
One doctor writes, "It [plutonium 238 and
2391 is so toxic that less than one-millionth of
a gram, an invisible particle, is a carcinogenic
dose. One pound, if uniformly distributed,
could hypothetically induce lung cancer in
every person on Earth." Send your comments
of protest about the Cassini plutonium mis-
sion to: Dr . Peter Ulrich, Solar System Explo-
ration Division, Office of Space Science,
NASA HQ, Washington DC 20546.

The average American man has a 50%
chance of death by heart attack. The vegan
American man has a 4% chance of death by
heart attack. AnimaLife .

The Gillette Company is still using ani-
mal testing in order to test the safety of its
hygiene products . Laboratory workers drip
test substances into the eyes of restrained
rabbits, smear them on animals ' abraded skin,
force the substances down animals' throats,
and fill the animals' cages with sprayed fumes.
No law requires these tests . For more informa-
tion, call PETA at 301-770-PETA . —How on
Earth.

Last November the Ukrainian Parlia-
ment voted overwhelmingly in acceding to
the Non-Proliferation Treaty as a nonnuclear
state . With about 1500 nuclear warheads on its
territory. Ukraine is the third largest nuclear
weapons country in the world . "It's the first
time in history that a state that owns nuclear
weapons is voluntarily giving them up," said
President Leonid Kuchma. —War Resisters
League

Women, especially Buddhist nuns, are
in the front-line of the nonviolent resistance
to the Chinese occupation of Tibet. Accord-
ing to the Tibet Information Network, there
are often no protests after a crackdown by the
Chinese authorities until nuns take to the
streets . Typically a procession of nuns shout
slogans in the historic center of Lhasa, with
lay people occasionally joining in . The pro-
tests last only a few minutes before partici-
pants are arrested . - War Resisters League

'Peaces' is compiled by Ryan Goldberg. I

Dr. Douglas Dickson

-Podiatrist
Heel Pain • Arch Pain

Ingrown Toenail • Bunions

Lyncourt Foot Care ..
(Across from Syr . China)

2802 Court St.
Syracuse, NY 13208

(315) 454-3320

Westvale Foot Care
(At Geddes Plaza)

2010 W Genesee St.
Syracuse, NY 13219

(315) 487-1114

MARiEyN A. MILLER

Divorce • Real Estate

Wills Mediation

104 Pleasent St, Manlius



Day & Evening Hours. .
For Appointment Call:

(315) 422-2027

i- Many thanks to
Clean Gutters & Downspouts

Guidance in Nutrition &
Natural Remedies

for cleaning, maintaining
and repairing SPC's gutters

Real Food Cooperative

Many organically grown and"
produced foods:

• Nuts . Grains. Mods • Whole Grain flaked Goods
Product

	

• Free Range Egp
s Cheeses

	

ChemiesliFres Meet
. limbs A Soieos

	

• Fresh Fish 0olims"d Themes s
And Much Mort

618 Kensington Road
(off Westcott) 472-1385

Mon-Fri 9-8, Sat 8 - 8, Sun 10-6

Dr. Howard S. WalsdOrf

CHIROPRACTOR
treatments for

Neck & Shoulder Pain
Lower Back . Injuries
Stress Related Pain
Chronic Ailments

465 Westcott Street .
Syracuse, New York 13210'

• Efficient
• Experienced
• Professional

GIea vl

	

t,t-H-e es
& Downs pot,tts

Cleaning • Repairs
Preventive Maintenance

445-9232

Bear Street
BOOKS & MUSIC

We Buy Used and Rare Books and Music

Rae Mad Boob
Hardback and Paperback

Mule
Classical, Bthnic,Folk, Jazz

Open Da* or by Appointment

1430 North Salina St., Syr., NY 13208
(corner of Bear St. and North Salina St.)

(315) 471-2958

WALK THE TALK

NINIO' RATES ARE ALWAYS INCREASING
AIR POLLUTION IS GETTING WORSE

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
INSTALL THE COPPER CRICKET
IT IS A SOLAR WATER HEATER THAT

WORKS WITH YOUR EXISTING WATER HEATER

CALL'CLASSIC CARPENTRY 471-0324

Erwin Reiner
Residential
Contracting

478-2998
Restoration

Renovation

Rehabilitation
Repair

passive solar
personal service

references
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Syracuse Peace Council Community Event Calendar
SUN MON TOES

	

WED

	

THURS

	

FRI

	

SAT
n~`\~ ;4 ~

w in, \~

	

°

	

o
,,<• ,

	

w
Z wrw x mod 2

'~;
xit• •̀

	

„

	

'.~5	-z • ;.,

	

3ti \tw

	

5 \°5

	

's

oyrti

	

\ \̀•̀ 'iẁ
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Every Tees: Student

	

meetings.mental Action Coalition n meetings.
At3UNY ESF, Irshall

Hell.
Lounge.

6pm.basement of Marsha
-

Every Tuesday : Gay . Lesbian,
Bisexual Student Assoc . social.
BOpm-mid. 750 Ostrom Ave.

-

Every wad : Alliance member-
ship meeting . All welcome. At
ECOH, 2nd fl., cmrs of Westcott
& Euclid. 2pm . 4754120.

Every Thum : Lesbian 8 Gay
Youth Support group for ages

meets at Women's Info
Gr, 601 Allen St. Call for time
422-9741.

Every Thursday : "Evening
Arabesque Arabic television w/
news & entertainment .5 :30pm.
Adelphia Cable Channel 7.

Other April Events:

4/9: We Won't Go Back, rally
against violence spores. by
NOW . Washington DC. 202-
331-0066.

4123 : Earth Day Clean-up at
Thomden Park Meet at parking
lot 12 :30pm . Bring gloves. Call
Eileen for deaths : 471-5222

2 m
oys

	

Tr,

	

`Episcopal
Church Parish House. 7pm.

Every Sunday: Support group
for former and current mental
patients . Spores. by Alliance
Plymouth Church . 3-5pm. Peggy
Anne 475-4120.

Every Sunday: This Way Out.
Gay & Lesbian radio program on
WRVO FM 90 .6:30-7pm .

3
Every Mon: Survivors of Incest
Anonymous 12 step Program
mtg. 6-7309m, Bishop

	

Men n
Ctr . 1342 Lancaster Ave

.
. Men &

women 18 and up.
Every Mon: Discussions
reading group at the peace
Council. Topic is nationalism/
multinationalism . Cofaclliatat-
ad by Karen Hall & Bill Mazza
7pm. 472-5478.

4
Pfdcommie

	

y 92e
Burnet Ave. New members ,
always welcome. 530 pm . 472-
5476.

5 6 7 Atli g.In

	

°-5°2.

at

SPC council meeting,
924 Bumet Ave. 7 m.P

jj

	

Socialist Scholars Conference
Borough of Manhattan Communty
of panels, discussions, connections.
$20 $45. Also on Sunday .

'Building a Viable Left* at
College, NYC. A wealth

Call 212-642-2826.
Organizational Maintenance
committee of peace Council
meets at 924 Burnet Ave.

T . of the Arts, John Cadley,-

Peace Action program : new
video on the Non-Proliferation
Treaty & discussion. 730pm.
MaY Memorial. 3800 E Genesee.
478-7442.

7 :30pm. 472-5478. Thsr

	

k storytelling then
Art of Imagination" presentation
at dosing of Chil-dren's Dreams,
Children's Futures art show at
Altered Space, 922 Burnet Ave.
12-1 pm .

Nuclear Waste Conference
State College, PA. Speakers,
activists, reps, of Western
Shoshone Nation . Cal Peace
Action to carpool 478-7442.

CNY singer/songwriterof
ballads . Free lunchtime enter-
tainment at Plymouth Church,
232 E . Onondaga St. 12:15-1 pm

9

Brunch at the Syracuse
Peace Council .11 :30am,
discussion at l pm .

10
Artist' Books: bookworks for
the Arts . Opening & reception
at Altered Space Gallery . 922
Burnet Ave. 7-10pm.

Every Mon : 'Radlovision" on
Adelphia Cable Ch . 3 at 9pm.
Presented by Syrawse Com-
muniy Radio.

Every Mon : ACT-UP mtg. 601
Allen St . (Women's INFO
Center). 730pm . 425-0673 .

11

Coalition for the Common
Good mtg. united for budget
priorities serving human needs.
noon-fpm . 658 W. Onondaga St.

Amnesty International Group
#373 mtg., Mundy Branch
Library, 1204 S. Geddes St.
7-9pm . Letter writing, updates
on cases. 668-7441.

Hiroshima Coalition planning
mtg. At Peace Council, 924
Burnet Ave. 7 :30pm .

12

Central America Carribean
Coalition potluck & mtg at
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St . Topic: process.
6pm.

NOW CNY Chapter mtg at
Marine Midland Bank . 360 S
Warren . Syracuse. cal 487-
3188. 7pm .

13 14

Every Friday : Lesbian Coming
Out Group. 7pm. Women's Into
Center, 601 Allen St .492-8035.

15

War Taxes Due

political Action committee
of

Peace Council meets at 924
Burnet Ave. 7pm . 472-5476.

Taste of the Art. Short order
Cooke & the Bus Boys . Free
lunchtime enter-tainment at
Plymouth Church, 232 E.
Onondaga St. 12 :15-1pm

Public hearing on storage of
plutonium at Seneca Army
Depot. Seneca Falls Holiday Inn
on Rte 414S.1-5pm and 7-
10pm. Cal 478-7442 to carpool .

19

NAACP general mtg.
7pm . NAACP Office,1125
S. Salina 422.6933.

Every Wed : Syracuse
Community Choir rehearsal. At
ECOH, corners of Wescott d
Euclid. New members welcome.
7 :15pm . Karen 428-8724.

20

1st &Bra Thursdays : Gay &

21

Ewry Fri: Survivors o[ I ncest

22

Nlrne Mils Creek Earth Day
16 17

Symon
Council

s*
me

Real
ets 7-9pm

. oop

Every Mon: ''M Home with a
poet" storytelling, poetry, myths.
Adeiphi Cable Ch. 7. 10pm.

Siena club conservation
committee meeting. 730pm.
Cal for place : 488-2140.

Every Sunday ..PaoPeople'sY

	

Pit
60 Minutes .Adelphia
Cable Ch . 3, 8pm.
Produced by Syracuse
Peace Council .

Lesbian Alliance meets at
Trinity Parish House, 523 .W
Onondaga 7:30pm.

Anonymousl2 stepprogram
mtg . 630 .7:45pm . Women's
INFO Carrier, 601 men St.
Women 18

n+4 w/Sierra Club & other
groups. Meet in Camillus. 10-
3pm. Call Sue for details: 445-

PNL Committee meets at
924 Bumet Ave . New
members always welcome.
5 :30

	

472-5478.Pm-

and up.

4/20-21 : International Citizens'
Assembley to Stay the Spread

5eapons; NYC . Info : 212-

1663.

DlsatmameM Rally in NYC
near the United Nations.

Earth Day

SPC council meeting,
924 Burnet Ave. 7pm.

23
Panty discussion, poetry,
freedom songs on two prisoners
of conscience on death row
Muria Abu.lamal, "19"vas
Wamwere . Spores . by Syracuse
Crete for Assertion of Human
Rights. Maxwell Aud., SU. 4-7pm.
Re freshments served. Free.

24
"Middle East Peace Process",
a talk with Bill Quart, National
Security Council. Hendricks
Chapel, SU. 4pm. 479-5393.
Additional event at 7:30pm (call
ror place).

Earth Lobby Day at State
Capitol in Albany. 9-5pm. Call
NYPIRG for more info : 518-
462-5526.

25
Coalition for the Common
Good mtg . united for budget
priorities serving human needs
noon-1 pm. 658 W . Onondaga St.

Support & Self-Eduoatlon
Group for Parents & Friends of
Gay People meets at Plymouth
Church, 232 E . Onondaga St.
7:30pm. 474-4836.

26 Every wed: Mihtan, &
Draft counseling at
the Peace Council.
Noon-3pm, Call Marge
472-5478.

Latin American Film Series:
'Details of a Duel' (Colombia:
1988) 'Wry comedy about
escalation, amid pation &
manners" . At lMs Hall
Auditorium, Cornell University,
Ithaca Free . 607-255-7293 .

27
Peace Newsletter Mailing
Party at SPC, 924 Burnet
Ave . 5-7pm . Free Food! All
welcome.

Political Action committee of
Peace Council meats at 924
Burnet Ave . 7pm. 472 5478.

Yom Ha Shoah

28

Every Fri : Gay & Lesbian
Young Adult meeting for ages
21-25. At Women's Into Ctr, 601
Allen St . 422-9741 for time.

To have your group's event or
meeting time listed, call or send
the info to SPC . 472-5478.
April deadline: 3/25.

29

Co-op membership mtg.
30 at ECHO. Potluck 5pm.

Meeting 9pm .



,How We Treat Each Other?
An Ongoing SPC Brunch/Discussion With Food and Talk and Stu

Basically we had another exciting, inter-
esting and filling brunch, followed by some
really good discussion. Actually, I'll focus on
the brunch food `cause it's really good, but we
aren't getting nearly as many people to eat as
we are getting to talk. Pretty much the opposite
problem than was expected. Go figure.

So about the food . The culinary wizardry
of Nick and Helen brought us a Mexican
brunch-feast, featuring corn and wheat torti-
llas, refried beans, yummy rice, greens, fresh-
made salsa, tofu and not-tofu sour creams, and
some really good coffee . And since all of my
friends tell me I am a food and coffee snob (not
that my friends are judgmental or anything), I
am to be believed.

Anyway, the point is that the food is
excellent, and the price is a sliding-scale of $3-
5 (pay what you can) . This month we were
unable to cover the food costs—not to men-
tion the Nick and Helen costs . If you can only
come for the food, just come for the food. If
you can only come for the talk, just come for
the talk (which is, of course, free) . But for the
full experience-I highly recommend the com-
bination food-and-talk .

Of course, since we all have internal
police telling us not to talk with our mouths
full, please remember that the food part is 11
AM - 12 noon, and the talk part is 12 noon - 2
PM. We have had some difficulty sticking to
that rhythm.

The Talk
When we started the discussion, about

50% of the people were new to the brunch
thing, so we began with a go around of people's
interest in the topic. As the discussion picked
up, so did our population, with 11-12 people
contributing to the discussion by the time we
closed at 2 PM.

This month the talk turned to the issue of
structures for dealing with conflict within or-
ganizations. We discussed patterns of conflict
that we have each seen develop within various
organizations. We discussed how we see these
patterns connected to individual personalities
and the possibility of establishing ways of
confronting conflict without taking individual
responsibility/blame (kind of like losing your
job for being an emotional whistle-blower, I
guess).

We also touched on the difficulty of
recognizing the diverse ways that individuals
react to, or engage in conflict, and how that
effects the way conflict needs to be approached.
Questions such as: what skills are needed to
build trust in organizational relationships ; how
do you keep organizational decisions fluid so
as not to exclude new people; and how do you
pass down the history of decision-making to
new people (quotable quote: "history is a
weapon").

Mix all this stuff in with occasional jokes
and giggles and you have a good idea of an
SPC brunch.

The April brunch will examine issues of
organizations and history, what tools are avail-
able to explore conflict (such as conflict reso -
lution) and how to setup forums to deal with
conflicts. New people are welcome, and there
is a rumor of Indian Brunch (eastern Indian) in
the works . Yum:

Next Brunch:Sunday, April 9
11AM - 12 noon, munch

12 noon - 2 PM, chat
$3-5 sliding scale for food
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924 Burnet Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13203
(315) 472-5478

Educate, Agitate, Organize
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