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July 30, 1965

A SILENT VIGIL

TO MOURN FOR THE VICTIMS OF HIROSHIMA

and to CALL FOR PEACE IN VIETNA M

DATE : August 6, 1965 - HIROSHIMA DAY
PLACE : Columbus Circle, Syracuse, N . Y .
TIME : 11 :30 AM to 1 :30 PM

This SILENT VIGIL will be a solemn re -
minder of the tragedy of Hiroshima 2 0
years ago, and will be an appeal fo r
NO MORE HIROSHIMAS .
-- Sponsored by the WILPF in coopera-
tion with the Syracuse Peace Council .

THE LARGER There is no question now . The U .S . is vastly increasing
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war in Vietnam . People close to officials in Washingto n
predict an increase of over 100,000 U .S . troops . Stewar t

Alsop has said that an increase of over 300,000 is not unrealistic .
Officials are now talking of an increase in the draft and extendin g
the tours of duty of servicemen in Vietnam .

Commenting on this fatal step in the escalation of the war, Walte r
Lippman wrote on July 22, 1965 :

The buildup of American Forces does not decide the issue- -
which is whether the troops are going ashore in order t o
affirm the U .S . presence during a negotiation for a polit-
ical settlement, or whether they are the vanguard of a
crusade to push communism back of the 17th parallel, t o
teach China a lesson, to prove that Americans always wi n
their wars . This is the issue that has to be decided, an d

in a self-respecting free society it should now be soberl y
and gravely debated .

Lippman continues :
WE ARE NOW IN SIGHT OF A TOTAL WAR . We shall be much nearer th e
brink if we transform our intervention . . . into an American Wa r
against the Viet Cong and Hanoi . For with the crumbling of the
Saigon Army, with the defeat of the Saigon government in almost
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my of South Vietnam, with the cor7o . - -
corruption o the government in Saigon itself, wa

	

con-
fronted with the proposal to replace the South Vietnames e
with Americans, to replace our advisors, and to take comman d
of the war, and--inevitably as a result--to establish a n
American military government in Saigon to rule the nativ e
politicians and the generals .
Can there be any serious question that such an expansion o f
American military power on the Asian mainland is likely t o
mean a war to the bitter end, not only against the Viet Con g
and Hanoi, but against China as well ?

President Jchnson is now conferring with McNamara, Rusk, Bundy and
other military advisors on the future of the war in Vietnam . The
path he will take seems agonizingly clear . ONLY YOUR OPINION CAN
CHANGE THAT PATH . WRITE AND SEND TELEGRAMS NOW TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON .

PEACE MISSIONS TO VIETNAM
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Twelve clergymen have gone to Vietnam under th e
RECONCILIATION sponsorship of the F .O.R. for the purpose of "making

contact with the various religious groups in Vietnam ,
including the Buddhists, and assuring them of the concern of million s
of Americans that peace be restored and the destruction of war re -
paired, and to find ways by which the whole concept of nonviolence am
reconciliation may be introduced into the conflict . "

In a prepared statement they state :
It is a fact of our time that the survival of civilization an d
perhaps of mankind itself depends upon the substitution of non -
violent means of resolving conflict and war . It is not enoug h
to make such a statement and then proceed to act as though i t
were true ; it is the most relevant reality of our lives . In
such a circumstance no man can rightfully abdicate (even t o
the government) his responsibility for peace . . . "

WOMEN STRIKE A five-day meeting between 12 American Women and 6
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women each from North and South Vietnam took place i n
Jakarta, Indonesia last week . They went to "reestab-

lish avenues of communication . . . and to find some means of remcvin g
the activities of the warring nations to the conference table .' Upon
their return the : , will attempt to bring to the American peopl e
.. ::tter understancing of the human values of the tragi_ , Vic,tnameL l con -
flict .



AFSC Stephen Cary, Associate E : :utive Sccretary of AFSC, Kennet h
Morgan, Philosophy prcfassor and e :':rert on Buddhism at Colgate

Univ . and others are in Vietnam investigating the possibilities of a n

American Friends Service Committee role in service and reconciliatio n

in Vietnam . Many "alumni" of AFSC workcamps are now in Vietnam unde r

the auspices of International Voluntary Service . They are conducting

work camps, some in territory controlled by the National Liberatio n
Front, working on reconstruction and rehabilitation in the war-tor n

villages in S . Vietnam . A full report of the AFSC Mission will be

issued upon its return in the early Fall .

VO THANH Vo Thanh Minh and some volunteers from the U .S . and Canad a
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will leave shortly on a "very humble mission to North an d
South Vietnam and the National Liberation Front ." Thei r

purpose is simple : "To create a better climate for negotiations ." Dr .
Vo has many contacts on both sides of the conflict and the missio n
will attempt to talk to all sides and create an acceptance for negoti-
ation and reconciliation .

Dr . Vo said, "We go where others have failed . But we go in the spiri t

of democracy and nonviolence . I may certainly die in this effort .

But I gust do it, there is no other way ." He is truly "Speaking Trut h
to Power ." (Contributions are needed for the success of this effort .
If you wish to contribute, send checks to the Canadian Friends Servic e

Committee, 60 Lowther Ave ., Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada .

SANE RALLY Almost 18,000 people attended the "Emergency Rally o n
ON VIETNAM Vietnam ." Speakers included Sen . Wayne Morse, Norman

Thomas, Benjamin Spock, Harold Taylor, and others . The
following are some statements by speakers at the Rally .

Mrs . Martin Luther King, Jr . : "Ultimately there can be no justic e
without peace, and no peace without justice . The two great moral is -
sues of our times, peace and human rights, are so closely related tha t
we can say they are one and the same . For what doth it profit a nation
to gain civil rights for all its citizens if there is no world in whic h
to exercise these rights? "

Hans J . Morgenthau : "The war is an unjust war . The war is a war tha t
cannot be won. And if it continues, it will have the exact opposit e
effects of those which our government intends it to have . . . . It is also
a war which is going to affect the moral fiber of our own nation . I t
will brutalize us ; get us :. :"tient and hostile with a government whic h
imposes upon us those sacr-lices with no possible end, with no possibl e
reason ."



ARMS CONTROL AND The United States is the biggest arms trader in
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the world . Sales of munitions to other countrie s
have increased from $350 million to $1 .5 billion

a year, but the goal of the Pentagon is to increase the annual rat e
of sales to $5 .4 billion by 1967 . At the same time Soviet arms sale s
abroad are $400 million a year . (from New Re,public, June 5, 1965 . )

We now have enough nuclear materials to deliver the "equivalent o f
Hiroshima on each 100,000 people in all 2,000 cities of that siz e
throughout the world, then come back and do so 125 times more . "

-- Scripps Howard reporter, Henry J . Taylor .

David Rockefeller, President of Chase Manhattan Bank (America' s
second largest) recently advocated " . . . a heavy reduction in defens e
spending in the next few years (from 10% of the gross national produc t
to 5%) .

IMPORTANT SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON VIETNAM .

Bi-weekly Inforna_tion anJ Actign Rg9gi,, P .O . Box 7228, Detroit 2 ,
Mich . Purpose : "To create a fast, open, flexible, decentralize d
communication network to promote and assist local . . . groups in or-
ganizing action and discussion on foreign policy issues ." $2/year .
Send for free sample .

Viet-Report, An Emergency News Bulletin on Southeast Asian Affairs ,
133 West 72nd Street, New York, N .Y . 10023, $5/year . Send for sample .
Viet-Report is "an independent news bulletin designed to meet th e
increasing demand in the U .S . for comprehensive reporting of th e
crisis in Vietnam ." It is a documented fact-sheet and forum o f
analysis and opinion . It is a TOP RATE publication and a must fo r
informed citizens .

08£Z# IT41z9d
•A'N `asnouaAs

QI V' d
3OVZS0d 'S ' n

alug 'mg

ZOZ£I 'X A `asnoni s

'$p ig i clT,sziTun jig!

ZTounoD aovad esnauzfs


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4

