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Carol Baum

The US wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have been brought home to Central New 
Yorkers in many ways – through money 
being diverted to pay for wars, not hu-

man needs at home; through loved ones in 
the military being sent overseas to fight; and 
through an ever expanding mission involving 
reaper drones at Hancock Air National Guard 
Base just outside Syracuse.

What is a drone?
Drones are unmanned aerial vehicles, used 
by the military primarily for surveillance, 
targeted assassinations and bombings. The 
“pilots” operate the planes remotely, so 
“pilot” and plane can be thousands of miles 
apart. The MQ-9 Reaper, which is controlled 
from Hancock, is small (36 feet long, with a 
wingspan of 66 feet), can fly 3700 miles on 
one fueling (further than from NYC to LA), 
and loiter ten miles above targets for up to 20 
hours. Its cameras produce high resolution 
video, even through clouds and darkness and 
from miles away. It carries up to four Hellfire 
missiles and two large bombs.

The Defense Department sees drones as 
central to a transformation of the military. 
When the US invaded Afghanistan, there 
were only a handful. The Air Force now 
trains more drone pilots than fighter and 

bomber pilots combined. Robotic warfare 
is here, right now. Research and develop-
ment of drone technology is accelerating, 
dramatically changing the vision of how 
wars are fought. 
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onstration against the piloting of Reaper drones from Hancock 
Airbase. We hope you’ll join us on April 22 at 3pm oustide the 
gates of the base. As we go to print, the US has just begun bombing 
yet another country. With occupations in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
drone bombings in Pakistan and Yemen, and a new bombing 
campaign in Libya, it’s time for a stronger peace movement to 
emerge and challenge this unchecked US military aggression 
and the humanitarian crises left in its wake. 

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), 
founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social justice organization. It 
is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contribu-
tions of its supporters. 

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist. 
It challenges the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community. 

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other nor can they be overcome without recognizing 
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC stresses a strategy 
that makes these connections clear. We initiate and support 
activities that help build this sense of community and help 
tear down the walls of oppression. A fundamental basis for 
peace and justice is an economic system that places human 
need above monetary profit. We establish relationships among 
people based on cooperation rather than competition or the 
threat of destruction. 

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect 
each other. In both we are committed to nonviolent means of 
conflict resolution and to a process of decision-making that 
responds to the needs of us all.
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Editorial Committee: Jessica Maxwell, Amelia Ramsey-Lefevre, Donna 
Mühs-McCarten, Aly Wane, Rose Dillman (intern). Layout: Jessica 
Maxwell.   Calendar: Rich Vallejo. Proofing: Rae Kramer, Andy Molloy.

peacecouncil.net
Read the PNL online (issues dating to 1936!), learn about projects and 
upcoming events, get involved, and subscribe to our e-announcements list. 

SPC Committees & Projects
Bikes 4 Peace - fixing bikes and working cooperatively with youth
End the Wars–Stop the Drones - education, demonstrations, outreach
Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation - education, hydrofracking ban
Radical Reading - now reading Earth (see calendar for meeting times)
Youth & Militarism - Counter-recruitment and youth empowerment
75th Anniversary - event organizing, materials, planning
Fundraising - overall planning to raise funds to support SPC’s work

Event Committees: Birthday, Bowlathon, Plowshares, SummerCrafts
Finance - analysis, reports, budget, general oversight
Peace Newsletter - produce SPC’s monthly newsletter

Affiliated Projects & Coalitions
Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse - faith & secular groups
Caribbean Latin America Coalition - sister communities, solidarity, SOA
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine & Israel - education, action
Public Power Coalition - working for municipal power in Syracuse
United as One - criminal justice, police brutality, safety

Peace Newsletter
Submissions: pnl@peacecouncil.net or 472-5478.
Advertising: Call 472-5478 or visit our website for rates and sizes.
Calendar: Submit items for the April PNL calendar by March 18.
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SPC Monthly Program

Confronting War with Peace: 
The Peace Community of           

San José de Apartadó

 Wednesday, April 13, 7 PM

ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

In the midst of Colombia’s civil war, 
800 small farmers claimed their terri-
tory as a neutral civilian community, 
refusing to cooperate with any armed 
groups –military, paramilitary or guer-
rilla. Thus began the Peace Community 
of San José de Apartadó in 1997.

Hear founding community member 
and legal representative Jesús Emilio 
Tuberquia, currently on a speaking tour 
sponsored by Peace Brigades Interna-
tional and Fellowship of Reconiliation.

Refreshments and discussion follow.

Japan’s Nuclear Nightmare
The devastating earthquake and tsunami 
that struck Japan on March 11 was quickly 
followed by the largest nuclear accident 
since Three Mile Island (1979). SPC joined 
with other antinuclear activists (Citizens 
Awareness Network, Peace Action of CNY, 
Iroquois Chapter of the Sierra Club) on 
March 17 to express our sympathies for 
the people of Japan and to call for renewed 
opposition to nuclear power. As we go to 
print, we continue to hold out hope that 
Japanese workers may yet prevent a cata-
strophic full-scale meltdown. 

There is little grassroots activists can do 
to stop unfolding events at the Fukushima 
site, but much we can do to prevent such an 
accident from occurring elsewhere. With this 
undeniable example of the risks of nuclear 
power, activists have stepped in to pressure 
and guide elected officials. Already NYS 
Governor Cuomo has called for the shut 
down of Indian Point 1. Located on two 
fault lines and just 24 miles from NYC, it 
has been deemed by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) to be the reactor most 
susceptible to earthquake damage. Obama 
has called on the NRC to conduct a full 
safety review of all US reactors. Ongoing 
grassroots activism will be necessary to be 
sure the lessons of Japan are given more 
than lip service. To learn more about local 
efforts or to request a speaker on this topic, 
contact Jessica. 

From Hiroshima to 
Fukushima: Educating for 
Peace and Nuclear Sanity

When we decided to educate year round for 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Days in August, we 
didn’t realize how important this decision 
would be following the tragedies in Japan.

Since our February training on fa-
cilitating children’s peace workshops, 
we’ve recruited volunteers at OCC, held 
a workshop at St. Lucy’s, and participated 

with Liverpool Library’s effort to collect 
1000 cranes to send with Diane Lansing 
to Hiroshima. Her trip was postponed 
when the earthquake and nuclear disaster 
hit. The library continues to collect and 
display origami cranes. We are collaborat-
ing in discussions of how to support both 
education and fundraising efforts for Japan.

We are seeking additional trainers for 
children’s workshops. Anyone interested 
should contact Terry (tgavagan@twcny.
rr.com), or Carol at SPC. 

Wisconsin Support Rally 
On March 3, hundreds of people rallied 
at the former Syracuse China factory in 
Lyncourt in solidarity with workers in 
Wisconsin. The rally was organized by 
labor and community activists (including 
SPC). The local organizing group will 
continue to respond to attacks on public 
workers in NYS and to resist Governor 
Cuomo’s proposed budget cuts to public 
services in Syracuse. Another rally will 
be held on April 4 at 5:30 pm at MLK 
School in Syracuse.

To get involved, contact Ursula.

Ground the Drones:       
April 21-22 in Syracuse

The Upstate NY Coalition to Ground the 
Drones and End the Wars is organizing two 
days of education and action in Syracuse. 
Groups participating in the organizing 
are primarily from Binghamton, Buffalo, 

Hundreds of people came out to support workers’ rights at the Wisconsin Solidarity Rally, held on 
March 3 at the now closed Syracuse China factory. Photo: Ursula Rozum
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SPC in Action / from previous page

continued on page 13

Ithaca, Rochester and Syracuse; people 
from throughout NYS plan to attend. 

The events begin on Thursday, April 
21 with a potluck dinner at St. Lucy’s gym 
(432 Gifford St.)at 6 pm, followed at 7 
pm by a talk by Kathy Kelly of Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence, who will have just 
returned from Afghanistan. 

Friday, April 22 starts 
at 9 am with a walk from the 
Federal Building in downtown 
Syracuse to ArtRage Gallery   
(505 Hawley Ave.) at 11am 
for a light lunch and speaker. 
Leaving ArtRage at 12:30 
pm, we’ll walk to Hancock 
Air Base for a 3 pm rally and 
speakers, or you can meet us 
there – park on Moore or Falso 
Streets. Feel free join in at any 
time. Contact Carol.

Help needed – we would 
like to provide beds and break-
fast for our out-of-town guests. 
If you can help, please contact 
Carol.

See cover for more in-
formation on the drones at 
Hancock.

Demonstrate in 
NYC April 9

The United National AntiWar 
Committee (UNAC) is orga-
nizing a “Brings the Troops Home NOW, 
Stop the Wars at Home and Abroad” march 
and rally in NYC on Saturday, April 9 at 
noon, starting at Union Square (14 St. and 
Broadway). 

SPC is is working with Rochester 
Against War to organize a bus to NYC. The 
expected price is sliding scale $40-60 (the 
actual price per person is $50), with some 
partial scholarships available. We will leave 
in the wee hours of the morning of the 9th 
and return late that night. Contact Carol.

UNAC is a loose affiliation of groups 
founded at a conference of 800 people 
(which SPC people attended) in 2010.

An Evening with          
Noam Chomsky

The Peace Council is delighted to pres-
ent An Evening with Noam Chomsky on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 7 pm at Nottingham 

High School, 3100 E. Genesee St. 
Called by The New York Times “argu-

ably the most important intellectual alive,” 
Noam is a prolific writer and speaker on US 
foreign policy. For more than five decades 
his pointed political analysis has supported 
and educated movements for peace and 
social justice here and around the world.

Tickets are available now or at the 
door, $5-15 sliding scale. Don’t miss it.

Marking 8 Years of 
Occupation

SPC and the A.N.S.W.E.R. Coalition co-
sponsored a rally at the Federal Building 
on Friday, March 18 to protest the start of 
the ninth year of the US occupation of Iraq. 
About 30 people attended. Then on March 
19, twenty people held signs on Erie Blvd. 
in the rhyming Burma Shave sign tradition: 
March 19, 2003/ Eight years back/ We’re 
still there/ Get out of Iraq!

To get involved with SPC’s Anti-wars 
Committee, contact Carol.

Youth and Militarism
SPC intern Hannah Dean-Wood has spent 
many hours on the phone scheduling infor-
mational tables at nearby rural schools. If 
you would like to be trained to help staff 
these tables, contact Andy or Jessica. This 
year’s Art for Peace contest, organized by 

interns Elisabeth Hess and Samantha Sal-
vato, asks Syracuse High School students 
to create a poster or write a poem reflect-
ing the theme “Creating a Community of 
Understanding.” This theme encourages 
students to consider diversity, identity, self-
expression and tolerance. Entries, due on 
April 8, have the following requirements: 
posters must be on 11” x 17” white paper 
and poems must be typed and less than 50 

lines. The winners of the contest 
choose from a variety of prizes and 
their work will be published in the 
PNL. The contest will conclude 
with a reception on April 26 at 
6:30 pm at the ArtRage Gallery, 
where the winning entries will 
be displayed.

Do Some Radical 
Reading 

The Radical Reading Group is 
currently reading Earth: Making 
a Life on a Tough New Planet by 
climate scientist and founder of 
350.org Bill McKibben. We are 
also reading essays from The 
Revolution Will Not Be Funded, a 
radical analysis of the non-profit 
industrial complex. Earth is avail-
able through the Onondaga County 
library system; the essays can be 
obtained by contacting Ursula. We 
welcome new folks to join us for 
discussions at 7 pm on April 12 
at 300 Berkeley Dr., Syracuse.

Peace Outreach
Yes, spring is in the air, but the winter Peace 
Outreach schedule will continue through 
April. Join us to protest the Reaper drones in 
our midst – Tuesday, April 5 from 4:15-5 
pm outside the main entrance of Hancock 
Airbase (East Molloy Rd., Mattydale). 
Bring your own sign or use one of ours. 

Come May, the Peace Outreach will 
expand to include every Tuesday and 
Saturday. Contact Carol.

Leftist Lounge 
On March 25, SPC kicked off a new Fri-
day night tradition on the ground floor of 
the Center for Peace and Social Justice.  
About 40 activists and self-identified lefties 

Rally marking the beginning of the ninth year of the US occupation of Iraq. 
Photo: Carol Baum
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Ground the Drones / from cover

Why oppose drones?
Drones have been used in assassinations 
in Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan. Who 
decides who is targeted for assassination 
and how that decision is made is shrouded 
in secrecy and at times the “targets” have 
been the victims of faulty intelligence. The 
bombings have a high rate of “collateral 
damage” – mothers, fathers and children 
who are in the wrong place at the wrong 
time (some studies have shown that for 
every suspected militant killed in drone 
attacks, at least 10 civilians also die). This 
is a violation of human rights. 

•    Drone attacks do not win friends in the 
civilian population – they can make 
people more likely to become militant 
in anger and self-defense.

•    With drones, there doesn’t have to be a 
front line or declared war, the battlefield 
can be anywhere. The entire world can 
become a war zone.

•   Drones make it easier to go to war or 
escalate wars the US is already in. 
“Our” pilots are safe at home – only 
those “others” die. 

•     Drone technology is not a secret known 
only to the US. The drone arms race is 
just beginning, making the world a less 

safe place than before.
•   Drones are further militarizing US 

society. Drones already patrol US 
borders, police departments want them 
for surveillance, and there is pressure 
on the FAA to admit them into civilian 
airspace. They are a threat to our civil 
liberties.

Drones and Hancock Air Base
The war has been brought into our backyard, 
at Hancock Air Base.

Until recently F-16s had been flown 
out of the base. The base survived a round 
of closings in 2005, and a 2008 federal 
spending bill included $10.4 million to 

prepare the base to 
house at least fourteen 
Reaper drones. The 
plan was to have 60 
pilots remotely fly 
fourteen Reapers out 
of Hancock, operate 
Reaper maintenance 
training, and fly train-
ing missions remotely 
from Hancock, first 
with planes based at 
Ft. Drum and later 
flying them directly 
out of Hancock.

Much movement 
has been made on the 
plan. 

In  December 
2009, the base started 
flying its first round-
the-clock Reaper mis-
sion over Afghanistan. 

Currently, most flights focus on surveil-
lance, although some have been involved 
with airstrikes. The base is one of only 
six sites in the US from which Reapers 
are flown remotely over Afghanistan. The 
current goal is to remotely fly up to twelve 
Reapers overseas.

Hancock is now the Air Force’s pri-
mary Reaper maintenance training center, 
graduating its first class in fall, 2009.

The base is preparing to become a 
flight school for Reaper pilots and sensor 
operators, and hopes to start actual remote 
flying training in June, 2011. Reapers will be 
flown from Ft. Drum over the Adirondacks 
by pilot trainees based at Hancock. Training 
maneuvers will include following vehicles 
and circling over buildings. There will also 
be live missile training, most likely over 
Ft. Drum and possibly over Lake Ontario. 

The eventual plan is to have Reap-

ers flown directly out of Hancock. The 
“problem” is that the Federal Aviation 
Administration currently bans the flying 
of unmanned drones in civilian airspace 
because of safety concerns. The proposed 
FAA reauthorization bill supports the con-
cept of drones flying in civilian airspace, 
and Sen. Schumer is pushing for drones 
to be able to land and fly out of Hancock.

Ground the drones–April 21-22
Grounding the drones starts at home. The 
Upstate Coalition to Ground the Drones 
and End the Wars (which includes SPC) is 
dedicated to ending wars through nonvio-
lent action. It includes peace activists from 
Binghamton, Buffalo, Ithaca, Rochester 
and Syracuse. Please join us April 21 and 
22 for education and action to ground the 
drones. See the box for more information.

These events are in solidarity with the 
Nevada Desert Experience Sacred Peace 
Walk, which will be at Creech Air Force 
Base in Nevada on April 22 (Creech is 
the US global operations center for drone 
aircraft).

Ground the Drones– 
End the Wars

April 21: Potluck dinner and talk by 
Kathy Kelly, who has just returned 
from Afghanistan. Greet peace walk-
ers from Ithaca and Rochester. 6 pm 
potluck, 7 pm talk, St. Lucy’s Church 
gym (432 Gifford St., Syracuse).

April 22: Rally at main entrance of 
Hancock Air National Guard Base, 
E. Molloy Rd., Mattydale at 3 pm. 
Park on Moore or Falso Streets (or 
join a peace walk to the base from 
downtown Syracuse).

More events & details: See page 3 
or check peacecouncil.net 

Carol is a staff organizer at the Syracuse Peace 
Council and is active on SPC’s anti-wars 
committee. Contact her for more information 
or to offer hospitality to out-of-town activists.

First regional anti-drones rally at Hancock, November 15, 2009. Photo: 
Kimberley McCoy
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continued on next page 

Tessa is a recent graduate from Temple Uni-
versity with a degree in Women’s Studies and 
French. She is currently avoiding responsibility 
by driving across the country with her hula 
hoops, guitar and snarky comments. In June, 
she will start a teaching program in Brooklyn 
and work towards her masters in education.

Radicalism on the Road
Tessa Sayers-Corcoran

March, International Women’s History 
Month, is inspiring for many reasons. 
Women have been an instrumental part of 
every culture’s history. Not only does March 
give us the opportunity to recognize this, but 
it also encourages the exploration of other 
cultures’ histories in order to understand 
women’s role globally. 
While in college I worked 
with the Feminist Major-
ity Leadership Alliance to 
do public projects such as 
chalking and fliering to 
inform people that it was 
Women’s History Month. 
This year I’m on the road 
for March as a part of a 
three-month cross country 
road trip, and wanted to 
do something small that 
I could take with me on 
my travels. I wanted to 
raise awareness wherever I 
went and to collect enough 
stories from other women 
to make a small book. 

It is inspiring to travel 
to so many places—we 
are going to almost every 
state—and see that there 
is radical community, no 
matter how small, working 
in many different ways to 
change the direction of our 
future. As an activist in 
Philadelphia and growing 
up in Syracuse, I had felt 
that the peace and social 
justice community was a 
small one, not spanning 
the entire country. Since 
being on the road I am 
beginning to understand that everywhere 
there are people who are fighting against the 
stream and making a difference. I wanted 
my Women’s History Month project to 

reflect this and to inspire people to realize 
that they themselves do things everyday to 
thwart not only patriarchy, but also racism, 
capitalism, homophobia and all other types 
of oppression. I wanted to create a reminder, 
not only for others but also for myself, that 
each small action is a part of a larger one 
and therefore contributes to change both 
as a result of its own existence and also in 

the context of a greater movement. It is in 
the best interest of the oppressors for the 
people oppressed to feel powerless and 
disenfranchised. I wanted my project to 
challenge this sense of isolation.

Flowers for Feminism
I started crocheting flowers when we were 
in the car for long stretches, and it turned 
out that I could make quite a few in a short 
amount of time. I attached them to the back 
of pins that women could stick onto their 

scarves, coats, shirts, or whatever. I put 
the pins on little sheets of paper that read:
1. Give this to a woman that you love
2.  Wish her a happy Women’s History Month
3.  Ask her to tell you a time when she stood 

up against ANY type of oppression
4.  Tell me what you learned: Email atrav-

elingfeminist@gmail.com
I called the project 

Flowers for Feminism. 
I loved the idea, and 
the responses are re-
ally inspiring. One of 
my favorite is from a 
homeless woman in 
Portland who I met 
while eating at Sisters 
of The Road Café. She 
wrote me this message:

“Everyday I stand 
up for myself and for 
other people in the 
street. Everyone is 
down on us, especially 
the business owners. 
Sometimes when we 
are kicked out of an 
area, I take a minute 
to remind the person 
that I am with that 
we (homeless people) 
are not the issue, that 
society is.  Experienc-
ing homelessness can 
be dehumanizing, re-
minding people of their 
worth challenges this.”

Flyers for 
Feminism
I wanted something 
more. I wanted to do 
something that was 

more adventurous and that would be more 
visible. At first I thought of graffiti, but my 
road trip buddy, Nathan, had some concerns 
about how getting arrested would set us 
back a few days, schedule-wise. So I came 
up with another idea: stickers. When I was 
in college I put clever stickers all over ev-
erything in the dorms and classrooms, but 
when I came back they would always be 

This is what a feminist looks like. Tessa Sayers-Corcoran turned a road trip into an 
opportunity to spread empowerment and challenge patriarchy. Photo: Nathan Gold
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Radicalism on the Road / from previous page

Beyond Boundaries: A Native Cultural 
Awareness Dinner
Experiences of a lifetime are created when one can combine 
travel, learning and meeting new people. Beyond Boundar-
ies, a small grassroots group in Syracuse, has been providing 
such experiences since 1994. Each year we go on one of four 
Cultural Trips: to Ghana, Puerto Rico, the Gullah 
area of South Carolina or to a Native community.  

Beyond Boundaries groups have traveled to Pine 
Ridge in South Dakota with Jeanne Shenandoah 
of the Onondaga Nation, to the First Nations of 
Ontario, Canada with Finlay Antone of the Oneida, 
to Kanatsiohareke, Tom Porter’s Mohawk settle-
ment at Fonda, NY, and to Maniwaki in Canada 
with  Algonquin member Terry Steele. Each trip has 
provided us with opportunities to learn firsthand the 
experiences and struggles of Native peoples–the 
physical genocide against them, the devastation 
of the boarding school experience, the traditional 
language and craft skills that Native cultures have preserved, 
and the ongoing struggles to maintain Native sovereignty.   

Part of the preparation for our trips has always been a 
cultural dinner for the Syracuse community. The purpose is to 
give others an opportunity to learn about the culture to which 
we are travelling. This year, as our focus is on Native Cultures, 
our dinner will share Native cuisine, storytelling and dance.

This summer a group of 12 Beyond Boundaries members 
will travel to Native communities in New Mexico. We have 
planned a Native Awareness Cultural Evening & Dinner at 6 

pm Sat., April 30 at the Northeast Community Center, 716 
Hawley Av. (Dr. Weeks School). Dan Hill of Cayuga S.H.A.R.E. 
Farm, a flutist, storyteller and visual artist, will be the main 
performer of the evening. 

The Cayuga Nation of New York is the 
only Haudenosaunee group that does not have 
a reservation. However, in December 2005, the 
S.H.A.R.E. (Strengthening Haudenosaunee-
American Relations through Education) Farm 
was signed over to the Cayuga nation by the 
US citizens who purchased the 70-acre farm in 
Aurora, NY.  This is the first time the Cayuga 
have lived within the borders of their ancestral 
homeland in more than 200 years. We will learn 
about the struggle of the Cayuga for land rights 
and to reestablish their community in New York, 
as well as listen to Dan’s beautiful flute music.

A dinner of corn soup, chili, fry bread, strawberry drink, 
and pie/cobbler deserts will be served. Native artists will sell 
their wares and the audience will learn a Native social dance 
to end the evening. We invite the Syracuse community to at-
tend this cultural sharing event and learn more about Beyond 
Boundaries. 

Please contact Diana Green, 492-8035 or Terry Steele, 
652-9453 for tickets ($15) or information.

– Diana Green

gone. I had to one-up myself this time. I decided to use paper 
strips with Krazy glue on the back. This turned out to be a great 
method, if at first a little 
difficult to get the 
hang of.

I printed out paper 
at the library that had 
a clever saying on it, 
and then asked the 
staff there to use the 
paper cutter to make 
strips—four flyers per 
page. My favorite one 
read: “Women make 
up half the world’s 
population. Are they 
half of your history 
books?”

In the end I had 
about 180 quarter sheets of paper that I could use. The tricky 
part was the actual placement of the fliers, because I wanted 
to glue many of them in very public places. Nathan would 
kind of stand in front of me while, as quickly as possible, I 

ran glue along the edges of the flier and pushed it down on 
the surface I wanted. This took quite a bit of practice, and a 
couple times I was nervous I had accidentally crazy glued my 
fingers to the surface.

Luckily, fanny packs have come back in style, so I put some 
fliers and my Krazy glue in 
my fanny pack, and I was 
set to Krazy glue feminism 
to everything at a moment’s 
notice.

The first location I glued 
in was Las Vegas—that’s 
where we were on the first 
day of March. I just about 
covered an entire block’s 
worth of little stands ad-
vertising call girls. I was so 
nervous, worrying that when 
I went back the next day they 
would all be gone, or worse 

scribbled all over. I felt like 
I was leaving a little piece 

of myself, a piece of what I believed in, behind. I didn’t want 
that piece to be ruined. Thus far I think I have thwarted all the 
street cleaning people and custodians across the country because 
everywhere I put them they are still there when I get back.

A “Krazy” idea: Tessa used Krazy glue to post provacative and clever messages related to 
women’s history in public places while she was on the road in March (Women’s History 
Month). Photo: Tessa Sayers-Corcoran
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Andy, a longtime SPC staffperson and 
member of NOON, coordinated the series 
described above. 

Onondaga Land Rights & Our Common Future 
Year-long series takes up the healing rejected by US Courts
Andy Mager

On February 22, nearly 300 people filled 
the Onondaga Nation School Auditorium 
for the closing celebration of the Onondaga 
Land Rights & Our Common Future series. 
The diverse mix of Onondaga people, 
Central New York residents and college 
students danced, ate and socialized together. 
Sherri Waterman-Hopper, director of the 
Haudenosaunee Singers and Dancers, was 
able to coax most of the visitors onto our 
feet to share in the cultural expression of 
dance. Before breaking for a reception, 
the series was closed by Tadodaho Sid 
Hill offering the traditional Onondaga 
Thanksgiving Address.

The educational series, which started 
in February 2010, featured thirteen events 
addressing a wide range of issues related 
to Onondaga Land Rights—from Onon-
daga Lake to hydrofracking to the Great 
Law of Peace and much more. Total series 
attendance was about 4,000 people. In 
addition to the presentations, discussion 
groups provided the opportunity for people 
to learn and share together. The collabora-
tive series was coordinated by Neighbors 
of the Onondaga Nation (NOON) and 
sponsored by Syracuse University, SUNY-
ESF, Le Moyne College, Empire State 
College, Onondaga Community College, 
seven other colleges and universities in 
the region, Interfaith Works, the Matilda 
Joslyn Gage Foundation and the Syracuse 
Center of Excellence.

Starting off Strong
This year’s series drew sponsorship from a 
much larger regional group of educational 
institutions than the similar series coor-
dinated by NOON in 2006. The opening 
series event featured a welcome by SU 
Chancellor Nancy Cantor and began with 
a showing of the short video “Brightening 
the Chain” followed by reflections from 
a group of Onondaga leaders featured in 
the documentary. Onondaga educator Dr. 
Stephanie Waterman’s remark that “I thank 
the Creator every day for the Syracuse 
Peace Council because they’ve really done 

a lot of good work for us and are really 
good allies and really good friends,” was 
a sign that not just the series but all of 
NOON’s work is deeply appreciated by 
the Onondaga Nation.

While it’s impossible to sum up thirteen 
diverse programs and two years of work in 
a short space, this article will provide an 
overview and some snapshots. The goal of 

the series was to continue the educational 
process necessary to lay the groundwork 
for a fair and respectful settlement of the 
Onondaga Land Rights Action filed six years 
ago on March 11, 2005 (see peacecouncil.
net/NOON/land for background).

The programs featured Onondaga 
and other Haudenosaunee leaders, west-
ern scholars and community leaders and 

activists. Some of the most powerful 
programs featured conversations 
between Onondaga and non-native 
collaborators, such as Lacrosse: The 
Creator’s Game with Oren Lyons and 
Roy Simmons II, The Influence of 
Haudenosaunee Women with Jeanne 
Shenandoah and Sally Roesch Wagner 
and The Two Row Wampum and the 
Covenant Chain of Treaties with Irving 
Powless, Jr. and Robert W. Venables. 

Presenting a New Vision for 
Onondaga Lake
On April 19, 2010, Onondaga Chief 
Jake Edwards and Mohawk scientist 
Henry Lickers unveiled The Onondaga 
Nation’s Vision for a Clean Onondaga 
Lake. This poetic and uplifting vision 
follows the form of the traditional 
Onondaga Thanksgiving Address 
acknowledging the importance and 
role of all the plants, animals and 
other elements of the natural world 
(download a copy at onondaganation.

The Onondaga Nation has provided important 
leadership in the effort to prevent hydrofracking in 
NYS. This critical environmental issue was the focus of 
the April 26, 2010 event. Denise Waterman (Oneida, 
Turtle Clan), above right, was joined on the panel by 
Onondaga educator Freida Jacques, Ithaca attorney 
and environmental activist Helen Slottje, and Syracuse 
activist Lindsay Speer. Photo: Kristin Mosher.

Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney (speaking above) was one of the community 
responders who expressed appreciation for the Onondaga Nation’s environmental work and shared 
thoughts about how their organizations could support the Nation’s “Vision for a Clean Onondaga 
Lake” presented at the April 19, 2010 program. Photo: Kristin Mosher.
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org). Onondaga County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney, Andrew Maxwell, Syracuse 
Director of Planning and Sustainability, 
SUNY-ESF President Neil Murphy and 
Meredith Perreault of the Onondaga En-
vironmental Institute each responded to 
the vision, expressing deep appreciation 
for the Onondaga’s role and support for 
their vision.

Acknowledging Sacred Ground
On June 14, 2010 Seneca artist and activist 
Peter Jemison and Ithaca College Anthro-
pology professor Jack Rossen spoke at 
the program, The Ground Beneath Your 
Feet is Sacred: Haudenosaunee Cultural 
Resource Protection. They described the 
terrible disrespect for Native people 
shown by the laws and practices of New 
York State. Peter shared heart-wrenching 
stories from over 20 years of struggle to 
get New York to act on the obvious truth 
“that everyone’s ancestors, everyone’s 
human remains deserve the right and the 
dignity of a burial.” 

“We were taught that science trumps 
sacredness,” noted Jack Rossen in describ-
ing his education as an archeologist. He 
went on to describe the efforts, in which 
he has played a leadership role, to move 
his profession toward respect of indigenous 

The “Doctrine of Discovery,” the pernicious legal 
doctrine used to justify the European conquest 
of Native America, was the focus of the March 1, 
2010 program at Le Moyne College. SU professor 
and NOON activist Phil Arnold, Episcopal 
Church activist John Dieffenbacher-Krall and 
Onondaga lawyer and indigenous rights leader 
Tonya Gonella Frichner (above) described the 
history and current power of this racist concept 
and shared ideas for moving it into the dustbin of 
history. Photo: Kristin Mosher.

people and cultures. Jack then shared in-
formation from the archeological work he 
has coordinated at the early Cayuga Village 
Levanna Site, telling us that they are close 
to conclusive proof that the founding of 
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy dates to 
909 AD, at least two centuries earlier than 
any previous “western-acknowledged” 
date. Reading the transcript will help you 
understand the momentous nature of this 
revelation (see sidebar).

The Courts Let Us Down Again
On September 22, 2010, the federal district 
court in Albany dismissed the Onondaga 
Land Rights Action. Oren Lyons shared his 
dismay about this decision two days later, 
before the main presentation on Native 
People in Popular Culture, Stereotypes 
and Mascots, saying in part, “it’s another 
disappointment in the long list of disap-
pointments.” After reviewing some of the 
key historic moments and treaties, Oren 
noted “In treaties, the American public 
is the other half of it. This is a Nation of 
your rights as well as ours, and I think 
that this is a good enough time as any to 
begin a campaign to just say that and to 
see if we can bring this day in court about 
in an appeal.”

The following month’s program, On-

ondaga Land Rights: Progress for Mother 
Earth, provided an opportunity for Tadodaho 
Sid Hill and Onondaga Nation General 
Counsel Joe Heath to present a more in-
depth response to the court ruling. Joe 
remarked, “Now it’s not a land rights case, 
it’s a land rights movement. And maybe the 
courts will catch up. But the consciousness 
of Central New York has been elevated. 
The aboriginal territory of the Onondaga 
Nation is acknowledged and understood, 
their ties to it are welcome.” The speakers 
also highlighted the many other signs of 
progress and success since the filing of the 
Land Rights Action in 2005.

Wisdom of the Elders
The Great Law of Peace, the basis of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, was the focus 
of discussion by Mohawk leader and elder 
Tom Porter, Onondaga clanmother Audrey 
Shenandoah and SUNY-ESF Professor 
and series organizer Jack Manno. It was 
a delight to hear recollections from two 
leaders with well over a century of com-
bined wisdom. Tom, who almost cancelled 
because of a cold, really warmed up after 
the first hour, sharing stories from his youth 
in addition to humorous observations of 
current events. You could hear a pin drop 
at Syracuse Stage as those in attendance 
could understand what a special opportunity 
we had that evening.

The series organizing committee was 
delighted by the success of the series, and 
looks forward to continuing to strengthen 
our relationship with the Onondaga Nation 
and working to educate our community 
about the concerns of the Onondaga people 
so that together we can restore our shared 
natural environment and work together for 
healing and justice.

Chief Irving Powless, Jr. participates in a 
discussion group following the Two Row 
Wampum and the Covenant Chain of Treaties 
presentation on July 12, 2010 at which he 
shared the platform with Dr. Robert Venables of 
Cornell University. Photo: NOON

LEARN MORE
A great deal of information from 

the series is available online: videos, 
photos, transcripts and more at peace-
council.net/NOON/commonfuture. 

To keep in touch with NOON’s 
work, join our email announcements 
list on the same site.
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continued on next page 

Ursula, SPC staff organizer and off-the-clock 
Green Party activist, is committed to chal-
lenging neoliberalism at home and abroad.  
She hopes you’ll join the struggle for a just 
and peaceful planet. 

Obama, Colombia and the Lessons of NAFTA
Ursula Rozum

In 2008, candidate Obama promised to 
improve relations between the US and 
Latin America. To the disappointment 
of many, the Obama administration 
has continued the neoliberal economic 
policies that permeate the recent his-
tory of US-Latin America relations. 
Since 2009, the US government has 
supported a coup in Honduras, stationed 
warships and over 7,000 Marines in 
Costa Rica (a country which has no 
military), and has sought access to 
seven Colombian military bases.  

Obama campaigned against the 
US-Colombia Trade Promotion Agree-
ment, citing the high level of human 
rights abuses against union members in 
Colombia. Today, a newly empowered 
right wing in Congress is clamoring 
for passage of the agreement —better 
known as the Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA)—which has been 
pending since its introduction by the 
Bush administration in 2007. Mem-
bers of Congress and the business 
community claim that the trade deal 
would create jobs, playing on high 
unemployment rates to pressure the 
US public to accept an agreement that 
threatens the lives and livelihoods of 
workers throughout the Americas.  

The Colombia FTA would force 
US workers to compete with workers in 
a country where demanding fair labor 
conditions can be a death sentence. Over 
the last 25 years, more than 2,850 trade 
unionists (more than 700 of whom were 
union leaders) have been murdered, and 
there have been more than 10,000 violent 
incidents such as kidnappings, cases of 
torture, assaults, death threats, and disap-
pearances. Human Rights Watch reports 
that the number of officially identified 
massacres between January and November 
2010 reached 38, the highest level since 
2005 and a 41 percent increase over the 
same period in 2009. US and multinational 
corporations, including Dole, Chiquita, Del 
Monte and Nestle, have been linked to the 

paramilitaries responsible for many of these 
assassinations. Most unionists’ murders 
have never even been investigated, leav-
ing the families of victims massacred by 
Colombian paramilitaries still waiting for 
justice from the Colombian government.  

FTA enthusiasts apparently failed to 
learn the lessons of the North American 
Free Trade agreement (NAFTA). The 
Clinton administration passed NAFTA in 
1994, despite strong opposition from US 
unions. According to the Economic Policy 
Institute, NAFTA dislocated 879,280 US 
jobs, largely to Mexico’s maquiladora zone. 
Meanwhile, the dumping of subsidized 
US corn led to the impoverishment and 
displacement of 1.3 million small Mexican 
farmers, thus leading to a dramatic increase 
in migration of Mexican workers to the 
US. Recently, Bill Clinton apologized 
for NAFTA’s affect on Haiti’s economy, 
admitting that “it was a mistake…I had 
to live everyday with the consequences 
of the loss of capacity to produce a rice 

crop in Haiti to feed those people because 
of what I did; nobody else.” We should 
expect the Colombia FTA would similarly 
dislocate workers. One likely anticipated 
impact would be an increased number of 
Colombians turning to coca production, 
the Andean crop that fetches high profits 
on the US market. 

US-Colombia FTA proponents, such 
as Kevin Brady (R-TX), Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Trade of the Committee 
on Ways and Means, acknowledge Co-
lombia’s dismal record of protecting labor 
rights. He and others pushing the agreement 
claim a trade deal would somehow compel 
the Colombian government to change its 
ways, but so far the agreement includes 
no mechanism to do so. The Colombian 
ambassador to the United States has stated 
that the FTA would be a sign of friendship. 
Given the status quo of violence with im-
punity against innocent civilians, do US 
citizens want to pursue a friendship with 
the Colombian government?  

Systematic Human Rights 
Violations in the US Client State
Far from promoting human rights in 
Colombia, US “friendship” to date has 
fueled the violence by providing billions 
of dollars of aid to the Colombian military 
through Plan Colombia, allowing the 
Colombian government to pursue a mili-
tary response to internal conflicts rather 
than diplomacy. The Colombian military 
has been implicated in numerous human 
rights violations, including direct support 
for paramilitary operations. As a result, 
Colombia now has the largest population 
of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
the world. A report by the Colombian hu-
man rights group CODHES (Council on 
Human Rights and Displacement) notes 
that half of the 5.2 million IDPs were 
displaced during the presidential term of 
Álvaro Uribe as a direct consequence of 
his counterinsurgency program–a program 
funded extensively by the US.  

A disproportionate number of the 
displaced are Afro-Colombians and indig-
enous peoples, driven from their lands by 
paramilitaries hired by multinational com-
panies seeking access to their resource-rich, 
communally-owned territories. Large-scale 

Aracelis shows off potatoes grown at a collective farm 
founded by the Small Farmer’s Movement of Cajibío. 
She stewards the farm, which offers land to community 
members as well as workshops on traditional and 
organic farming methods. Photo: Ursula Rozum 



April 2011 Peace Newsletter 11

SPC Activist Profile: Tim Judson
Tim Judson moved to Syracuse from Texas (and, 
before that, southern California) for graduate school. 
Afterwards he continued living in Syracuse and got 
involved in community projects, including working 
on SPC staff from 1997 to 1999. He is currently the 
President of the Board of the Citizens’ Awareness 
Network, a grassroots organization in the Northeast 
that organizes against nuclear power, and is employed 
advocating for workers’ rights.

What roles did you take with SPC?
I was on staff there a little over two years. I was 
given the job of coordinating the PNL. I was exposed 
to a ton of different issues in a short period of time 
because we were publishing articles about them. The 
issue I got most involved in and stayed involved in 
was working around nuclear power issues, including 
working on closing down the plant in Oswego. Also, 
in that time there were sanctions against Iraq and I 
was involved in organizing around that.

Can you identify a source of your activist ways?
I was like a lot of people. My family was sort of apo-
litical. I didn’t have exposure to activist movements 
or anything like that. I don’t think there’s anything 
that separates people who will become activists from 
people who won’t. I had the opportunity. I happened 
to be living in Syracuse where there was a lot of work 
happening and ways to plug in.

Can you describe a particularly challenging time 
in your life as an activist?
I think the most difficult thing about being an activist 
is the fact that it’s hard to find good paying work. 
That’s a curious issue—how do we, within the activist 
world, actually live up to our own ideals? How do 
we pay people and keep up a level of activity that 
can actually challenge power structures?

Can you describe a success you had as an activist?
The work we did around the sanctions and military 
attacks on Iraq was really critical in terms of keep-
ing that issue in people’s minds. It helped sustain 
a level of understanding and awareness that helped 
the antiwar movement take off in 2003.

What is your call to action today?
I don’t think there’s any one thing. In becoming an 
activist I was taken by the sense that this was really 
what life was about—trying to make the world better 
and not shying away from the problems that exist. 
It’s one of the things that make life rich. At a certain 
point it’s not a choice anymore, at least for me.

– Amelia Ramsey Lefevre

mining and/or cultivation of oil palm and biofuels often follow 
such displacement campaigns. It appears that the “counterin-
surgency program” has succeeded in making Colombia safe for 
multi-national exploitation but not for the Colombian people. 
The Colombia FTA would privilege the very sectors of industry 
largely benefiting from this illegal displacement, such as palm 
oil production. Around half of palm oil companies are owned 
and controlled by paramilitary groups, meaning that the FTA 
will directly aid illegal paramilitary organizations, according 
to a detailed article in the June 2009 edition of The Nation.

Paramilitary Threats to CNY’s Sister Community
In 2005, Central New Yorkers established a sister-community 
relationship with Cajibío, a community in the southwestern 
Colombian province of Cauca. In 2001, paramilitaries carried 
out two massacres in Cajibío, accusing those killed of being 
FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) guerillas. 
Despite numerous appeals to the government by the commu-
nity demanding an investigation of the murders, nothing has 
been done. At the same time, Cajibío farmers struggle with 
the presence of the multinational paper company Smurfit-
Cartón Colombia. The company has been acquiring fertile 
lands throughout Cauca for the cultivation of non-native, 

fast-growing pine used for various paper products, including 
cardboard (cardboard which is used for shipping boxes by 
Amazon.com). The Small Farmers Movement in Cajibío has 
spoken out against Smurfit’s back door deals to increase their 
land holdings and the negative environmental impacts of non-
native pine plantations. In recent months, paramilitaries have 
returned to terrorize Cajibío, making baseless accusations of 
leaders of social organizations of collaborating with guerillas. 
Residents believe that the paramilitaries are hired by Smurfit 
to scare campesinos off their lands.  

The Small Farmers Movement of Cajibío is one of many 
social movement organizations opposed to free trade agree-
ments. Colombian workers know that free trade only benefits 
the multinationals seeking to exploit their land and labor. The 
experience of NAFTA demonstrated that free trade agree-
ments do not create jobs but rather disrupt local economies. 
Any perceived economic advantages of a US-Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement are outweighed by the endemic violence 
against workers and civilians in that country. The Colombian 
Government is lobbying relentlessly for the passage of the 
US-Colombia FTA. US people need to let the White House 
and Congress know that we’re sick of economic policies that 
only benefit ruthless elites. We need to work in solidarity with 
those across the Americas who are resisting the old neoliberal 
order and creating societies where are all people can live and 
work in peace and dignity.

Colombia and Lessons of NAFTA / from previous page

Tim Judson, SPC staff from 1997-1999, continues to work 
against nuclear power and helped organize Hiroshima Day 
activities for many years after leaving staff (above at the 2004 
vigil following the Hiroshima procession). Photo: Paul Pearce
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came together to foster the “social” part 
of our social movement. We were inspired 
by YouTube clips of 
flashmobs and radical 
cheerleaders. We’ll be 
doing it again on April 
29, so if you like hang-
ing out sans agenda with 
other politically minded 
people, come on down! 

Mapping Power
An ESF graduate stu-
dent is in the process 
of completing a map of 
National Grid’s substa-
tions and other properties 
in Syracuse. The Public 
Power Coalition initiated 
this research to assist 
with the development 
of a financial analysis 
for the creation of a 
municipal utility in the 
city of Syracuse. We also continue to meet 
with Andy Maxwell, city director of plan-
ning and sustainability, and with Common 
Councilors to educate them on Public Power. 
Our next meeting is Thursday, April 7 at 
7:30 pm at the Syracuse Center for Peace 
and Social Justice.

Activist Appreciation: 
Nancy Hallock

Nancy Hallock started her active involve-
ment with SPC through joining our study 
group seven years ago. A Central Square 
resident working in Syracuse, she would 

stay in town after work to open up the 
building and set up our meeting space. In 
her quiet way, she became a backbone of 
the study group.

Since then Nancy has helped organize 
Birthday Dinners and can be counted on 
to help out with other projects as they 
come up. She’s participated on several 
Bowlathon Committees and for the last 
year has been the Peace Newsletter mail-
ing party coordinator (come to a mailing 
party and meet her!).

Thanks, Nancy, for your dedication, 
willingness to take on tasks, and your 
impeccable reliability and follow through.

NOON Prepares for Spring
Over a dozen veteran and new NOON 
activists gathered for NOON’s Advocacy 
discussion in March. The NOON Steering 
Committee will continue the deliberations 
in early April. 

On the environmental front, NOON is 
supporting the statewide Rally/Lobby Day 
to stop hydrofracking on Monday, April 
11 in Albany. See citizenscampaign.org/
hfrac for registration and transportation 
information. NOON is also partnering with 
the Onondaga Environmental Institute to 
offer educational presentations on “The 
Past, Present and Future of Onondaga 
Lake.” To schedule, a presentation, contact 
Andy. See page 8 for a full report on the 
recently-completed Onondaga Land Rights 
& Our Common Future speakers series. To 
get involved, contact Andy.

Bikes for Peace            
Spring Meeting

It’s time to bike over to the SPC office to 
kick off this season’s Bikes 4 Peace program. 
We’ll have a general interest meeting for 
past and new activists on Wednesday April 
27 at 5:30 pm. Meet us at the picnic table 
on the front lawn at the Syracuse Center 
for Peace and Social Justice. We’ll give an 
overview of the program and you can sign 
up for this year’s free training, once again 
offered by Steve and Sara at our neighbor-
hood bike shop, Mello Velo (date TBA). 
Last year Bikes 4 Peace organized six free 
clinics, working with over 60 youth to fix 
their bikes and recycle donated bikes. In 
order to participate in the free training, we’ll 
ask you to commit to helping at two of this 
year’s summer clinics. Contact Jessica or 
Ursula with any questions.

Will Winds of Change 
Reach Israel and Palestine?

On March 30, we will commemorate Land 
Day, a day of Palestinian protest against 
Israel’s discriminatory policies toward 
its one million Palestinian citizens. We’ll 
show the video “...until when,” an in-depth 
portrait of Palestinian lives under occupa-
tion at 7 pm at ArtRage, 505 Hawley Ave.

Plans are being made for the second 
local Nakba Commemoration on Sunday, 
May 15 to mark the massive dispossession 
of Palestinians that accompanied the found-
ing of the State of Israel. Contact Andy.

SPC in Action / from page 4

continued on page  15

Nancy Hallock’s teams, the  “UU Snowballers/UU Wrecking Balls” 
won one of the coveted team spirit awards at SPC’s Strike for Peace 
Bowlathon. Nancy is wearing a big floppy hat, farthest to the right. 
Photo: Carol Baum

Remember Hank Strunk??
Memories, photos, recollections 
sought of Hank Strunk’s life and 
activism for book project. Hank 
was a cofounder of Common Place 
Land Trust and an active Peace 
Council member from the early 
1980s until his untimely death in 
1995. He always sought new and 
creative ways to reach people and 
build the movement.

Send information and suggestions 
for contacts to: Win Skeele, 
winskeele@hotmail.com, 247-4505.

Help SpC
Meet our Goal!

75 
pledgers

for
 75 Years!

Join the people who contribute 
monthly or quarterly to sustain 

SPC’s financial health.

Contact Andy, 472-5478
www.peacecouncil.net/pledge

43
as
of

4/1/11

YES!
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Better investing
=

Better tomorrows

315 – 637– 5153 80 0 –318 –9780 
7067 E Genessee Street  Fayetteville, NY 13066

w w w.hansensadv i sor y.com
in fo@hansensadv i sor y.com

S e cu r i t i e s o f fe r ed t h r ough Cadar et ,  G rant & Co . ,  I n c . ,  member F INR A /S I PC ; 
Hansen’ s Ad v i so r y Se r v i ces and Cadar et ,  G rant a r e separa te ent i t i e s .

focused holistic planning | socially responsible investing

Susan S. Hansen, Registered Principal, CFP, CLU, AIF©, AEP

call or email us today

TM

    SyracuseC
ulturalW

orkersStore

400 Lodi St. at N. Crouse 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  

315.474.1132

SyracuseCulturalWorkers.com
 Union members always 10% discount.    

VISA/MC
Discover Free  parking

Combine Your
POLITICS &  EXERCISE

Inspiring New Poster by Johanna Berking and SCW

Related notecard, postcard,  framed small print,  button & sticker
P681CW  •   18x12   •   $10;  5+@ $6

Visit and See 
All Our New Spring Products!

TheFolkus
Project of Central New York

great acoustic music pure and unpasteurized

Upcoming Shows at May Memorial UU Society 
(3800 East Genesee St., Syracuse)

Paul Geremia
Apr. 15 / Our favorite finger-

picking, Delta-style 
bluesman returns. 

David
Wilcox
May 6 / The God of Alternate Tunings
wraps his distinctive guitar and warm-
caramel voice around songs of hope and deep
understanding.

All shows start at 8 p.m.  
Info at www.folkus.org

Also, Second Saturday Series
at the Westcott Community
Center: Eve Goldberg (Apr. 9) 
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SPC in Action / from page 13

Join a 75th Anniversary Committee
In the works to celebrate SPC’s 75th Anniversary are 
three exciting events. The ideas are there—all we need 
now are people to help make them happen. Contact 
Andy if you’d like to join a committee or help in some 
other way:
•     An Evening with Noam Chomsky – May 11. Work 

has begun; we could use a few more people to help 
organize, as well as do things the day of the event.

•   SPC’s 75th Birthday Dinner featuring an appear-
ance by the Yes Men – this fall. Details with the 
Yes Men are being finalized; help is needed to find 
a venue. Serious work will start in the late summer 
and early fall.

•    75th Anniversary Music CD – a committee is forming 
now to create a CD of political music by local artists.

United As One Continues Work for 
Jail Accountability

This new coalition that SPC joined in the fall continues 
to meet with county and jail officials to advocate for 
transparency as Onondaga County implements a new contract 
to privatize medical care at the jail. Thanks to John Brulé, 
who represented SPC at a meeting with the County Execu-
tive. Coalition members also supported a rally on March 23 
outside of the local Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
office calling for them to drop deportation charges against 
community activist and legal permanent resident Juan Mejia. 
Thanks to Richard Vallejo who represents SPC at United as 
One Coalition meetings.

Bowling for SPC
SPC’s Bowlathon was a striking success. This year we had 54 
teams, with 246 bowlers. The spirit, costumes, team names and 
enthusiasm were outstanding! Best team name awards went 
to “The Egyptian Solidarity Bowling Alliance and Lovers of 
Ices” and “General Strike,” and team spirit awards went to the 

“UU Snowballers/UU Wrecking Balls” and “Vera House: On 
The Frontline.”

Not only was it fun, but a moneymaker too, netting SPC 
about $3700. Special thanks to people who collected pledges 
and to the fourteen teams who joined the Team Pledging Hall 
of Fame (for collecting $75+ in pledges as a team). 

Great thanks go to the organizing committee: Carol Baum, 
Jane Garlow, Nancy Hallock, Rae Kramer and Wendy Yost and 
to our interns Hannah Dean-Wood and Carol Halter.

ACTS Spring Banquet
The Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS) 
is holding its spring banquet Thursday, April 28. The theme 
is “Planting Seeds of Hope,” featuring Rev. David Bigsby, a 
community organizer and pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church 
in Chicago. SPC is one of more than forty local member orga-
nizations of ACTS. The banquet is ACTS’ primary fundraiser 
of the year. Help the Peace Council do its part as an ACTS 
member organization and consider attending. Tickets are $50. 
Contact Carol. 

Great Apartment for Rent
Hawley-Green neighborhood

 above ArtRage Gallery

Corner of N. Crouse and Hawley
Large 1 bedroom, quiet

$425/m + utilities; 1 month sec. dep.
Call Dik Cool, 474.1132 x111.

Available 5/01/11
“Vera House On the Frontline” won one of the coveted team spirit awards 
at SPC’s Strike for Peace Bowlathon. Their exuberance was contagious! 
Photo: unknown

On February 26, 2003, federal and local law enforcement agents aggressively 
interrogated 150 Muslim and Arab families in Central New York during their 
investigation of Dr. Rafil Dhafir. Katherine Hughes organized this vigil to remember Dr. 
Dhafir (who is in prison) and the pain of that day. Magda Bayoumi, pictured, speaks 
about the morning of the arrests and government agents coming to her house. SPC 
joined with others to remember that day. For more information, see dhafirtrial.net. 
Photo: Katherine Hughes.


