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Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We 
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations, 
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As 
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, 
cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from 
each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their 
economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connec-
tions clear. We initiate and support activities that help build this 
sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A 
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that 
places human need above monetary profit.  We establish relation-
ships among people based on cooperation rather than competition 
or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each
other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the 
needs of us all.
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Andy Mager

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net  
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday, 10am – 5pm
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Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

PARTY FOR PEACE

Monday, December 14 at 5:30 pm
SPC Office (2013 E. Genesee St.)

Gather with SPC staff, Steering Com-
mittee, activists and supporters to 
celebrate another year of peacemaking. 
We closed a $12,000 budget shortfall, 
raised additional resources to update 
our website, added color to the Peace 
Newsletter, and hosted a regional 
demonstration to oppose Reaper drones 
here in Central New York. 

Please join us to celebrate these 
and other 2009 victories and initia-
tives. We’ll set aside a few minutes for 
updates from various projects. Food 
and drink provided.

RSVP helpful, but not required: 
472-5478 or spc@peacecouncil.net.

continued on next page
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Activists converge at Hancock Airbase near Syracuse to say “No” to drones and oppose escalation in Afghanistan. Clockwise from top left: Kathy Kelly 
inspires the crowd; a moving picket conveys our message to passersby; Paul Frazier (below) sums it up: drones are terrorism. Photos: Kimberley McCoy 

Saying NO to the Reaper 
Drones in Syracuse

Reaper drones are remotely 
controlled, unmanned planes 
which have been used for 
border surveillance in the US 
and to bomb people, vehicles 
and buildings overseas (see 
the October 2009 PNL or 
peacecouncil.net/drones to 
learn more). In early No-
vember SPC organized two 
events to focus on the Reaper 
drones now at Hancock Air 
National Guard base in 
nearby Mattydale. 

On November 10, 
Voices for Creative Nonviolence (vcnv.
org) co-coordinator Kathy Kelly gave her 
eyewitness report on the impact of war 
in both Gaza and Pakistan, including the 
stories of victims of drone attacks. The 
program was part of our monthly educa-
tional series.

On Sunday, November 15, Central 
New Yorkers came together with activists 
from across the state to protest the Reaper 

in our midst. For some, the day started with 
a spirited march to the base; others joined 
us for soup and speakers before converg-

ing at the base 
entrance. Over 
250   people 
picketed there, 
with signs such 
as DRONES = 
TERRORISM 
and REAPERS 
ARE COWARD-
LY. We closed the 
picket by leaving 
letters of protest at 
the guardhouse. 
See peacecouncil.
net/drones for our 

letter to the base commander.
This is only the beginning. To get 

involved, contact Carol.

Giving Thanks to the 
Onondagas

Join Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation 
(NOON) and friends from the Onondaga 

Nation to express our thanks for the Onon-
dagas’ leadership on ecological preservation 
and social healing. We’ll gather at 10 am 
on Thanksgiving, November 26, at Wil-
low Bay on the north shore of Onondaga 
Lake. In addition NOON has been working 
to stop hydrofracking (see page 10) and 
planning for a second Onondaga Land 
Rights & Our Common Future educational 
series for 2010. Contact Andy.
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continued on page 15

SPC in Action / from previous page Weekly Peace Outreach 

Raise your voice against the wars and 
Reaper drones!

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
Nov. 24 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 (East-

side)
Dec. 1 Hancock Air National Guard 

base entrance (East Molloy 
Rd., just west of Thompson 
Rd., Mattydale)

After December 1, peace outreach will 
take a break until the spring

Don’t Miss Plowshares 
Craftsfair

Join us for our 39th annual celebration of 
art, craft and winter peace fellowship. With 
130 crafts and community group booths, 
Plowshares is a wonderful opportunity to 
support the non-corporate economy while 
satisfying the shopping/giving urges of the 
season. Enjoy tasty food, diverse entertain-
ment, seeing old friends and making new 
ones. We hope to see you on Saturday, 
December 5 from 10-5, and Sunday, De-
cember 6 from 11-5 at Nottingham High 
School (3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse). 
Bring a friend who's never been and have 
the joy of turning them on to the most 
interesting craftsfair in Central New York 
(carpool – or weather permitting, come by 
skis or sled.)

— Rae Kramer

Please Respond to           
Fall Fund Appeal

Many thanks to those who have already 
responded to our fall fund appeal. Twice each 
year we send an update to SPC supporters 
asking you to help us meet our ongoing 
expenses. Please respond as generously 
as you are able in this difficult economic
time. If you didn’t receive the Appeal, or 
misplaced it, check out: peacecouncil.
net/donate.

Occupied Palestine 
Presentation Draws Fire

CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel, coordinated by SPC, hosted 

Jewish-American activist Anna Baltzer on 
November 3 in Cazenovia to speak about 

“Life in Occupied Pales-
tine” and in Syracuse on 
November 4. The Syracuse 
program, attended by about 
100 people, challenged us 
to respond respectfully 
but firmly to a couple of
hecklers. Otherwise Anna’s 
presentations were very well 
received. That afternoon 
Anna conducted a thought-
provoking workshop for 
our organizing group. To 
learn more about Anna’s 
speaking tour, check www.
AnnaInTheMiddleEast.
com. To connect locally, 

contact Andy.

SPC Works With Youth
SPC continues our outreach tabling in the 
city high schools to inform students about 
alternatives to military service, the truth 
about military recruitment and students’ right 
to keep their contact information private 
by completing an “opt-out” form. 

In early October, we had a construc-
tive meeting with Brian Nolan (Director 
of High Schools), Steve Gramet (Pupil 
Services Coordinator) and Michele Abdul 
Sabur (Parent Partnership Network) of the 
Syracuse School District. We discussed 
ways SPC can support peace work within 
the schools. We’re pursuing several possi-
bilities and would welcome additional help. 

We have informational tables 
scheduled for Henninger High 
School on Friday, December 
4 and Corcoran High School 

on Wednesday, December 
9. Our next meeting will 
be November 25 at 1 pm. 
Contact Andy or Jessica.

Activist 
Appreciation: 
Jessica Azulay

During Andy’s paternity 
leave in 2003, right before 
the US invasion of Iraq, 
Jessica Azulay joined us as 
a temporary staff person. It 
was an intense time. Jessica 
hit the ground running, brim-
ming with energy, creativity 
and analytical and writing 

skills. She's an excellent organizer and 
strategist.

After several months at SPC, she left 
to co-found the NewStandard, an on-line 
newspaper. Jessica returned to SPC to help 
organize the September, 2007 “Soldiers 
and Civilians Speak Out” regional march 
and demonstration. In 2009, much to our 
delight, she joined the Steering Committee. 
Since then Jessica has continued to provide 
leadership in key ways. She serves on our 
Interim Committee helping plan, and often 
facilitating, Steering Committee meetings. 
She’s helping to redesign our website, works 
on our core team with ACTS [see page 6], 
and helps with fundraising.

Jessica likes to garden, dance salsa and 
sing with Salsa Son Timba. She is smart 
and funny. She stays true to her politics. 
We value her.

Holiday Wish List
To donate an item or your time, please 
contact us.
○  paper folder (ideally able to fold up to 

11” x 17” paper)
○  colored copy paper
○  Peace Newsletter mailing party coor-

dinator (6 hours/month)
○  sturdy card tables
○  black material for tablecloths (or other 

dark solid color)
○  portable dvd player or laptop computer 

(Pentium 4+)
○  people available to run daytime er-

rands
○  poster frames to beautify the office
○  10’ x 10’ pop up tent

SPC’s annual Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter Peace Festival drew 
record crowds last year. Photo: Andy Mager 
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Pat is active with CNY Working for a Just Peace 
in Palestine/Israel [peacecouncil.net/pal-is] 
and  a volunteer ambulance driver.

“Israeli soldiers at checkpoints, the builders of walls, the 
blockade of goods, the home demolitions, tortures, uprooting 
of trees, destruction or outright theft of their farmlands, the 
uprooting of the people themselves 60 years ago – I believe 
that these teach hatred.”

Pat Carmeli

I am one tortured soul. Just ask anyone 
who knows me.

Little did I know as a Catholic school 
girl growing up on Long Island that one 
day I would be so committed to a cause that 
I then knew so little about. At 51, living 
in Cazenovia with two kids at home and 
two in college and a husband who travels 
back and forth between NY and Israel, I 
find myself struggling to make the pain go
away. Not my pain, but the humiliation, 
frustration and hopelessness that afflicts
many Palestinian people.

Little did I know, when in 1992 I 
reluctantly relocated my family to the 
Middle East, that the life change would 
come not from the move itself but from 
the heart-wrenching plight of the displaced, 
disrespected, demonized and misunder-
stood. That plight  is now under my skin. 
I can’t make it go away.

My return five years ago to picturesque
Cazenovia provided only temporary relief. 
I can’t shake Israel/Palestine, even though I 
no longer read of suicide attacks in nearby 

towns or take my kids to be fitted for gas
masks.

I do what I can…sign online petitions, 
write politicians…. During the presidential 
campaign I stood with a sign reading: “I 
stand with Obama for a Palestinian State.” 
When they visited Cazenovia, I directly 
appealed to Hillary and Bill Clinton to 
“please do everything you can to help the 
Palestinian people.” But it was in December 
2009, when US-built fighter planes were
dropping their US-made bombs on the 
huddled masses in Gaza, that I wanted to 
scream and scream and make it stop.

You see, while living in Caesarea I 
could hear the Israeli fighter planes over-
head. The sonic booms shook my house. 
It was frightening even though I knew we 

were not the target of their dreaded cargo. 
At home with my small children, I often 
wondered how other mothers, huddled 
with shaking, crying children coped with 
sounds of F16s and bombs exploding. How 
do they comfort their children when the 
house next door has been hit and families 
are lost beneath twisted metal and broken 
concrete? What do they say to their children 
when tanks roll down the street crushing 
everything in their path, or when soldiers 

force their way into their homes and drag 
out a family member…when the house 
shakes, not from sonic booms but from 
the blasts of explosives raining down 
from the sky?

As my awareness of the plight of the 
Palestinians grew, I became involved in 
the Israeli peace movement. I attended 
demonstrations (including being gassed in 
one), joined Palestinians harvesting their 
olives and helped drive a young Palestin-
ian woman to receive cancer treatments 
in Israel. 

My life in Israel was very comfort-
able. Caesarea is on the Mediterranean and 
home to Israel’s only golf course. We had 
a country club and an ex-Israeli president 
living in the neighborhood. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu was soon to move 
in. It was life in a bubble. When there was 
a suicide attack, people would quickly 
reach for their cell phones to check if their 

loved ones were OK. It was kind of like 
playing musical chairs – when the music 
stops, everybody sits and is quiet – then 
the music plays and the waltz around the 
chairs starts again.

I recall a Purim party at my children’s 
nursery school. The kids wore hats made 
of newspaper. The day before seven Pal-
estinian children had been killed. One 
child’s hat clearly displayed the pictures 
of the dead children. No one seemed to 
notice. The games and singing went on. 
This macabre moment symbolized for 
me the disassociation that people exhibit 
when reality is too repugnant. I’d like to 
think that anyway. The alternative is that 
the people celebrating this holiday simply 
didn’t value the lives of those Palestinian 
children the same way they value Jewish 
children.

Many people say that Palestinians 
“teach” their children to hate Jews. I believe 
that the Israeli soldiers at checkpoints, the 
builders of walls, the blockade of goods, the 
home demolitions, the night-time arrests, 
tortures, uprooting of trees, destruction or 
outright theft of their farmlands, the uproot-
ing of the people themselves 60 years ago 
(which has never been acknowledged or 
remedied) – I believe that these are what 
teach hatred.

There are many other stories, happy 
and sad, during my 12 years in Israel. I 
would love to go back to being the lighter-
hearted woman I was before this burden 
descended like a cloud darkening with 
every new e-mail detailing some recent 
horror or abuse. I wistfully look forward 
to the day when the pain goes away for so 
many, because when their suffering ends, 
hopefully mine will too.

Pat Carmeli (holding the English “End the 
Occupation” sign) demonstrates with 
Women in Black in front of kibbutz Gan 
Shnuel, Israel. Photo: anonymous

Tortured by Injustice
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SPC and ACTS: United for a Better Syracuse
What does the Syracuse Peace Council have in common with 
35 local faith communities with whom we met recently at 
Henninger High School?  The answer 
goes back to a wintry February, 2009 
weekend when SPC members met to 
reflect on our mission, evaluate our
work and plan for the coming year’s 
projects. We realized that we wanted 
to both focus more on local issues and 
to involve ourselves with more diverse 
groups of people than those typically 
drawn to SPC.

Enter the Alliance of Communities 
Transforming Syracuse (ACTS), an 
“Interfaith, multi-racial, urban, suburban, 
diverse coalition of faith communities and 
community organizations with the mission 
to address the social, economic, educational 
and political concerns of our communities.” 
In the late summer, SPC joined ACTS 
and on November 1st SPC members were 
part of a crowd 1200 strong at the ACTS 
Public Action Meeting at Henninger High 
School. ACTS’ task forces presented their 
recommendations to the community and 
local politicians in the areas of Justice, Civil 
Rights for Immigrants, Food Access on the 
Southside, Youth Issues, Economic Develop-
ment, Jobs and Healthcare.

One task force presentation I found especially compelling 
was given by SPC member Aly Wane. Aly spoke powerfully 
about his experience of being stopped by police for “DWB,” 
an acronym for “driving while black.” Specific recommenda-
tions were made to the mayoral candidates that within sixty 
days of their election, racial, ethnic and religious profiling
would be reviewed, to be repeated on an annual basis. Aly also 
introduced a beautiful young family with two young children, 
who have endured great pain and hardship at the hands of our 
government, which is trying to break them apart by deporting 
the husband /father to Honduras.

Other task force presentations were equally riveting, such 
as Emily Napier’s description of the grossly unjust system of 

“Background checks” /CHAIRS* reports, sold by the Sheriff’s 
office and often misused by prospective em-
ployers and landlords.  And who could forget 
Mable Wilson’s first-hand description of the
appalling lack of fresh affordable food on the 
Southside of Syracuse and her action team’s 
demand that the new mayor address this by 
signing on with a major supermarket for a 
full service grocery store on the Southside 
by June 2010?

What is the future of this newfound 
relationship between ACTS and SPC? I 
began by asking what in fact we have in 
common. Both organizations hunger for 
peace and justice.  “Educate, Agitate, Or-
ganize,” the SPC mantra, is akin to ACTS 
process of “Dialogue, Education, Train-
ing and Action,” described in the ACTS 
mission statement. On behalf of SPC we 
look forward to continuing to build our 
relationship with ACTS and applaud their 
tenacity and vision in tackling many 
critical issues that affect the quality of 
life for people in Syracuse.

And the people said “Amen”!
 – Peter Sinatra

*using Criminal History Arrest Incident Reporting System 
reports

SSoapworks
yracuse

Natural Soap & Bath Products

Retail Store
Open To The Public

1153 W. Fayette St
Syracuse, NY 13204

www.syracusesoapworks.com

315-479-0400

Your source for locally made,
natural soaps & bath products














Henninger High School

November 1, 2009 3:30 PM

Fulfilling   Our Promise   

PUBLIC ACTION MEETING

WELCOME

WELCOME

ALLIANCE OF COMMUNITIES TRANSFORMING SYRACUSE
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Military recruiters 
target YOU
Molly Naef

Three times a month, the Army’s Syracuse battalion recruiting officers get suited up and head into Nottingham high

school. They set up their table and talk to students or, prospective soldiers. 

The 2002 No Child Left Behind act requires all schools to send out the names, addresses, and phone numbers of 

all high school juniors and seniors to the military. If the schools refuse to send out the information, they run a high 

risk of losing all funding from the government. Most students are completely unaware of the fact that their personal 

information is being sent out without their permission. 

When the military gets the list, they start making phone calls and mailing materials to students. There is a way 

to divert their attention, and that is called an Opt-Out form. By filling out one of these, no parent signature required, 

students reserve the right to keep their information private. These are available in the guidance office of Nottingham

High School. 
The average recruiter’s goal is to get two new recruits per month, and it has been recorded that some desperate 

measures have been taken to get these two recruits. One of the most promising things the military offers to people is 

money for college, or the GI bill (see little side box.) Often, kids are promised free college and they get the impression 

that all expenses will be covered. 
“Recruiters should not imply that the GI bill would cover all the costs of college,” says Army recruiting command’s 

public affairs office spokesman.
Some students really appreciate the opportunity and guidance the military is offering with their presence in 

schools. 
“I like it, it's not like they're forcing people to join, just giving them the option,” says Lizzie Sturtz, a sophomore 

at Nottingham.  
Other students are really fighting to get the recruiters off of school campuses. Many peace activism groups have

sprouted up in schools including at Rochester’s schools, Yale law school, Urban Academy High School in NYC, and 

even one at Nottingham that is a branch of the Syracuse Peace Council. 

“They should be allowed to table, just like everyone else, but I disagree with school's being required to give kids' 

information without consent from the student themself. The phone calls get nauseating. ‘Hi, this is Sgt._____ mrawh 

mrawh’ every other day,” says Robert Button, a 2009 graduate of Nottingham. 

Nottingham is divided on whether having military recruiters in school is moral or not.

This is up to the student body to decide. How do you feel about the military recruiting in school?

Under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
legislation, all public schools are required 
to send the names and contact information 
of juniors and seniors to the military, unless 
the student or legal guardian have submit-
ted an opt-out form to be taken off the list. 
Almost eight years after NCLB went into 
effect, most parents and students are still 
unaware that their private information is 
being sent to the military. When students 
find out—and peer to peer education is
one of the most effective ways to spread 
the word—they opt out.

The article below, written by Notting-
ham High School sophomore Molly Naef 
for her journalism class, will be published 
in the Nottingham school paper, Common 

Students Speak Out on Military Recruitment
Ground (the original article is also ac-
companied by side bars on the GI Bill and 
alternative sources of college financing). 
Other students in the class were invited to 
submit letters to the editor responding to 
Molly’s question: “How do you feel about 
the military recruiting in school.” The 
overwhelming message from those letters 
is that while students may be divided on 
whether recruiters should be in the school, 
most students are completely unaware and 
outraged that their private contact informa-
tion is supplied to military recruiters by 
the school district. They clamored for the 
opportunity to opt-out.

Once a month, SPC activists and stu-
dents try to staff tables in each of the city 
high schools to provide opt-out forms and  
information on military recruitment, war 
and alternatives for a nonviolent future. 
Unfortunately, we don’t have enough people 
to meet all of our tabling opportunities. It’s 
crucial that the peace movement support 
student activists and provide youth with 
accurate information regarding the military. 
See details on SPC’s youth and militarism 
work on page 4 to get involved.

- Jessica Maxwell
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Chris Hedges spent two decades as a foreign 
reporter covering wars in Latin America, 
Africa, Europe and the Middle East, and 
has written nine books. His column appears 
in truthdig.com every Monday; this is an 
excerpt from his November 2, 2009 column 
and is reprinted with permission.

Opium, Rape and the American Way
Chris Hedges

The warlords we champion in Afghanistan 
are as venal, as opposed to the rights of 
women and basic democratic freedoms, and 
as heavily involved in opium trafficking
as the Taliban. The moral lines we draw 
between us and our adversaries are fictional.
The uplifting narratives used to justify the 
war in Afghanistan are pathetic attempts 
to redeem acts of senseless brutality. War 
cannot be waged to instill any virtue, 
including democracy or the liberation of 
women. War always empowers those who 
have a penchant for violence and access 
to weapons. War turns the moral order 
upside down and abolishes all discussions 
of human rights. War banishes the just and 
the decent to the margins of society. And 
the weapons of war do not separate the 
innocent and the damned. An aerial drone 
is our version of an improvised explosive 
device. An iron fragmentation bomb is our 
answer to a suicide bomb. A burst from 
a belt-fed machine gun causes the same 
terror and bloodshed among civilians no 
matter who pulls the trigger.  

“We need to tear the mask off of the 
fundamentalist warlords who after the trag-
edy of 9/11 replaced the Taliban,” Malalai 
Joya, who was expelled from the Afghan 
parliament two years ago for denouncing 
government corruption and the Western 
occupation, told me during her visit to New 
York [the week of October 26]. “They used 
the mask of democracy to take power. They 
continue this deception. These warlords are 
mentally the same as the Taliban. The only 
change is physical. These warlords during 
the civil war in Afghanistan from 1992 to 
1996 killed 65,000 innocent people. They 
have committed human rights violations, 
like the Taliban, against women and many 
others.”  

“In eight years less than 2,000 Talib have 
been killed and more than 8,000 innocent 
civilians have been killed,” she went on. 
“We believe that this is not war on terror. 
This is war on innocent civilians. Look at 

the massacres carried out by NATO forces 
in Afghanistan. Look what they did in May 
in the Farah province, where more than 
150 civilians were killed, most of them 
women and children. They used white 
phosphorus and cluster bombs. There were 
200 civilians on 9th of September killed in 
the Kunduz province, again most of them 
women and children. The United States 
and NATO eight years ago occupied my 
country under the banner of woman’s rights 
and democracy. But they have only pushed 
us from the frying pan into the fire. They
put into power men who are photocopies 
of the Taliban.”

Afghanistan’s boom in the trade in 
opium, used to produce heroin, over the 
past eight years of occupation has funneled 
hundreds of millions of dollars to the Taliban, 
al-Qaida, local warlords, criminal gangs, 
kidnappers, private armies, drug traffick-
ers and many of the senior figures in the
government of Hamid Karzai. Afghanistan 
produces 92 percent of the world’s opium 
in a trade that is worth some $65 billion, 
the United Nations estimates. This opium 
feeds some 15 million addicts worldwide 

and kills around 100,000 people annually. 
These fatalities should be added to the rolls 
of war dead.

 “Afghanistan, after eight years of oc-
cupation, has become a world center for 
drugs,” Joya told me. “The drug lords are 
the only ones with power. And while all 
this goes on, those who support the war talk 
to you about women’s rights. We do not 
have human rights now in most provinces. 
Rape, kidnapping and domestic violence are 
increasing. All these crimes are happening 
under the name of democracy.”

“My people are sandwiched between 
two powerful enemies,” Joya lamented. 
“The occupation forces from the sky 
bomb and kill innocent civilians. On the 
ground, Taliban and these warlords deliver 
fascism. As NATO kills more civilians, the 
resistance to the foreign troops increases. 
If the US government and NATO do not 
leave voluntarily, my people will give to 
them the same lesson they gave to Rus-
sia and to the English who three times 
tried to occupy Afghanistan. It is easier 
for us to fight against one enemy rather
than two.”

Measuring a War Gone to Hell

► Annual funding for US combat operations in Afghanistan, 2002: $20.8 billion. 
In 2009: $60.2 billion.

► Percentage of US funding in Afghanistan that has gone for military purposes: 
Nearly 90%. 

► Cost of the latest upgrade of Bagram Air Base (an old Soviet base that has 
become the largest [US] base in Afghanistan): $220 million. 

► Cost of a single recent Pentagon contract to DynCorp International Inc. and 
Fluor Corporation “to build and support US military bases throughout Afghani-
stan”: up to $15 billion. 

► Number of US bases: at least 74 in northern Afghanistan alone, with more 
being built.

► Number of gallons of fuel per day used by the US Marines in Afghanistan: 
800,000. 

► Cost of a single gallon of gas delivered to the Afghan war zone on long, cum-
bersome, and dangerously embattled supply lines:Up to $100.

► Percentage of American spy planes and unmanned aerial vehicles now devoted 
to Afghanistan: 66% (33% are in Iraq). 

This is a tiny sampling of the numbers Tom Englehart published on TomDispatch.
com on September 8, 2009.

AFGHANISTAN BY THE NUMBERS:
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Donna Tarbania coordinates book selections 
for the Syracuse Cultural Workers catalog 
and store. If you miss Plowshares, the books 
are also available at SCW’s Tools for Change 
store, 400 Lodi Street.

Winter Is For Reading 
Donna Tarbania

Books make treasured, lasting gifts, and 
the SPC Marketplace at Plowshares will 
feature dozens of possibilities. Here are a 
few ideas, for specific ages and tastes.  

Connected Wisdom Living 
Stories About Living Systems 
Linda Booth Sweeney, ed. SEED 
(Schlumberger Excellence in 
Educational Development), 2008. 
Ages 9 and up
Twelve classic folktales, each 
revealing a unique example 
of a “living system,” show 
that what we now call systems 
thinking has been around for a 
very long time. In the story of 
Kanu Above and Below, from 
Sierra Leone, we see an example 
of the strength of biodiversity as 
the nuisance creatures (spider, 
rat and fly) in the end
make it possible for 
the wise chief to save 
his child.  Clear, simple 
notes, and delightful full-
color artwork, accompany 
the stories. Says Sweeney, 
“As kids appreciate and 
learn about living systems, 
they see that connections 
in nature, people, problems 
and events bind us all.”  This 
large-format, full-color volume is a great 
addition to classrooms and libraries. 

Silent Music A Story of Baghdad
James Rumford. Roaring Brook Press, 
2009. Ages 4-8
As Baghdad fell and its citizens struggled 
to form a new Iraq, a boy named Ali, who 
loves soccer and loud music but also the art 
of calligraphy, practiced writing every day. 
His hero is the master calligrapher Yakut, 
who in an earlier time of war, kept writing 
to fill his mind with beauty and peace. The
lovely illustrations collage Ali’s doodles 
and jottings amid patterned papers, with 
Arabic words, translated in places, some-

times embedded in the pages. 2009 Jane 
Addams Peace Prize Winner. 

Claudette Colvin Twice Toward 
Justice 
Phillip Hoose. Melanie Kroupa Books, 
2009. Ages 12 and up
In 2000 when he was writing We Were 
There Too! Young People in US History, 
Phil Hoose heard about a teenaged girl who 
had taken the same stand as Rosa Parks, in 

the same city, almost a year 
earlier. He tracked down 
the now-retired Claudette 
Colvin, and the result is 
an engrossing story of 
one young woman’s 
role in one of the most 

significant social movements of our time. 
As Hoose writes, “More than any other 
story I know, Claudette’s life shows how 
history is made up of objective facts and 
personal truths, braided together.”

Nine months before Rosa Parks refused 
to give up her bus seat to a white woman, 
15 year-old Claudette had had enough of 
Jim Crow segregation. Refusing repeated 
commands to yield her seat on a packed 
bus, she was eventually dragged off by two 
policemen, shouting out her constitutional 
rights all the while. “When it comes to 
justice,” she said, “there is no easy way 
to get it. You can’t sugarcoat it. You just 
have to take a stand and say, ‘This is not 
right.’” But instead of being celebrated, 
she found herself shunned by many and 
dismissed as an unfit role model by the
black leaders of Montgomery. Undaunted, 

she continued to put herself in danger by 
challenging segregation. A year after her 
arrest, she and three other women sued 
the city of Montgomery and the state of 
Alabama in the landmark busing case 
Browder v. Gayle. Only after they won, 
were the city’s buses integrated. 

This is the story of a smart, angry 
teenager who made two historically sig-
nificant contributions to the Civil Rights
movement. Through her, we see not only 
what happened during the Montgomery bus 
boycott, but how it felt. With bibliography, 
notes, and many period photographs and 
documents. 

From The Western Door to the 
Lower West Side 
Photography by Milton Rogovin Poetry 
by Eric Gansworth. White Pine Press, 
2009. Ages 16 and up
With the current exhibit of his work at 
ArtRage Gallery, Buffalo native Milton 

Rogovin may be fa-
miliar to PNL readers. 
Dubbed “The Picture 
Man” by the working 
class people whose lives 
he documented over 40 
years, Milton’s work is re-
markable for the integrity, 
realism and compassion 
with which he approached 
his subjects. 

This new book pairs photographs from 
Milton’s Native American series with a 
book-length cycle of poems by Onondaga 
poet Eric Gansworth. In the essay titled 
“Two Rows,” Gansworth writes about his 
initial ambivalence to undertake the project. 
Too often, photographers had fabricated 
and manipulated Indian lives in the service 
of the photographer’s intention. However, 
Milton’s method of documenting people and 
places quelled any doubts. In an antithesis 
of studio portraiture, subjects posed where 
they wanted, in places that held some 
meaning for them, with the clothes and 
special objects of their choosing.

Gansworth’s poems interact with the 
photographs to form a unique experience, 
reflecting the journey made by many from
the Seneca Nation’s rural reservation culture, 
to the neighborhoods of Buffalo’s Lower 
West Side. The portraits and poems speak 
movingly of issues of identity, memory 
and colliding cultural worlds. 
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Erin graduated with a B.S. in Environmental 
Policy from SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry in May 2009 and is 
currently an intern with NOON.

Hydrofracking: A New Environmental Threat
Erin O’Neill

Hydrofracking is the most serious environ-
mental challenge we’ve ever faced. The more 
I study this, the scarier it becomes.

— Joe Heath, general counsel for the 
Onondaga Nation

Hydrofracking. Or horizontal slick water 
hydraulic fracturing if you want to get 
technical. It’s a new natural gas drilling 
process developed by Halliburton, among 
others. The energy industry calls it the new 
green energy technology that will save the 
planet and the economy. 

The process involves drilling vertically 
for some 8,000 feet, then boring horizon-
tally for another 8,000 or so feet through 
a shale deposit. The drilling creates cracks 
and fissures in the shale to release trapped
natural gas. The drill wells are pumped 
with millions of gallons of water, chemi-
cals, and sand per every extraction. After 
the gas has been extracted from the shale, 
the “frack water,”--water, chemicals and 
sand--is released from the well and held in 
a containment area. Unless citizens stop it, 
Central New York will be the latest com-
munity to face this ecological threat.

Two Sides of the Story
Being a recent SUNY College of Envi-
ronmental Science and Forestry graduate, 
as well as the daughter of a small family 
farmer from western/central New York, I 
can understand two sides (of many, I’m 
sure) on this issue. 

I understand the need for struggling 
agriculturalists to maintain their way of 
life; to carry on a tradition that may be 
generations old, and perhaps the only way 
they’ve supported their families. If land is 
a farmer’s main resource, he or she will 
use that resource to continue supporting 
their family’s standard of living. 

Today, when small farmers are being 
bought out left and right by developers, 
and their products can’t possibly compete 
with large factory farms, family farmers 
are struggling to make ends meet. So when 
these farm families are offered financial
security with no work, aside from signing 

a sheet of paper, the prospect can seem ir-
resistible. Especially when all they know 
about hydrofracking comes from the gas 
companies’ sales agents.

The Issues
The drilling companies don’t tell people 
that drilling takes place 24 hours per day, 
seven days a week, every day. Drilling is 
noisy, and because the drilling companies 
are exempt from zoning regulations and 
inspections, drilling can occur as close as 
200 feet from residential areas. 

Effluent from drilling contains chemi-
cals such as benzene (an industrial solvent, 
additive to gasoline, as well as a carcinogen 
and hormone blocker) and hydrochloric 
acid, both of which can be hazardous 
to humans at any level of exposure.  
Air pollution from drilling pads has also 
caused major health problems in other 
communities.

The effluents from the drilling are often
stored in plastic-lined, open-air ponds with 
flimsy fencing. There is no way of know-
ing if the ponds leak until it’s too late. In 
addition, open-air ponds are accessible 
to wildlife, or pets, or even, God forbid, 
children. By the DEC’s own analysis, there 
will be hundreds of tanker truck trips in and 
out of well drilling sites to supply water, 
chemicals, and thousands of feet of pipe 
and construction materials, often on roads 
not suited for industrial traffic.

The largest cause for concern regarding 
fracking, however, is not when things are 
done properly, but when mistakes are made 
or accidents happen, which happens quite 
frequently in an industry that is largely 
self-regulated. Accidents are particularly 
frightening when neither state governments 
nor the drilling companies can be held ac-

countable for the damage done. 
There have already been several cases 

of spilled “frack water” in Pennsylvania 
contaminating rivers and instances of 
seeping effluent from ponds in Colorado.
Casing failures in Pennsylvania have re-
sulted in contamination of drinking water 
wells with methane, causing explosions 
and flaming tap water.

Final Words
Before people sign away their surface or 
mineral rights, they need to educate them-
selves about the processes and dangers to 
which they are exposing their families, 
communities and the environment. Drill-
ing companies and governments need to 
be held accountable for the results of their 
practices. Not only are peoples’ livelihoods 
at stake, but also their health as well as that 
of their children and grandchildren.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
1) Contact Gov. David Paterson and 
DEC Commissioner Grannis: as a result 
of citizen activism, the NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) extended the public comment 
period on Hydrofracking regulations 
until December 31.  

2) Educate Yourself: peacecouncil.
net/noon is a good place to start.

3) NOON is mapping the 1200 gas leases 
already signed in Onondaga County. We 
need help with research, educational 
outreach and advocacy to protect the 
environment that sustains us. Contact 
Jack Ramsden at (315) 424-1454 or 
ramskids2go@aol.com.

A hydrofracking operation in West Virginia. Photo: wvsoro.org
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Madelaine Greacen is a Syracuse resi-
dent, local school teacher and a  pro-
spective medical student at the Latin 
American School of Medicine in Cuba. 

Cuba: A Celebration of Community
Madelaine Greacen

Cuba, while physically breathtaking and 
notoriously musical, is a very complicated 
place to understand, especially for those of 
us who have been taught only one side of 
history in the classroom and through politi-
cal propaganda. This summer I participated 
in the 20th annual IFCO 
(Interreligious Founda-
tion for Community Or-
ganization)/Pastors for 
Peace Friendshipment 
Caravan delivering 115 
tons of humanitarian aid 
to Cuba. After observing 
how the immoral US 
economic blockade on 
Cuba affects 11 million 
people daily, listening to 
family members of the 
imprisoned Cuban Five1 
share their stories, and 
witnessing first-hand a
society that values com-
munity over materialism, 
it is safe to say that my 
experiences in Cuba 
have transformed me! 

This year’s Caravan 
to Cuba consisted of 
about 130 caravanistas 
who came from all over the US, Canada 
and Europe to participate in an extraordi-
nary humanitarian aid trip. We delivered 
computers, books, medical supplies, bi-
cycles, school supplies, tools and clothes. 
The caravan was composed of individuals 
committed to social justice: ending the US 
blockade on Cuba, ending the ban on US 
citizens traveling to Cuba and working for 
the release of the Cuban Five. We did not 
have a travel permit, because asking for a 
permit essentially justified the senseless
and unjust travel ban. In the words of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., “one has a moral 
responsibility to disobey unjust laws.” 

The US’s perpetual economic warfare 
towards Cuba has created a reality where 
ordinary items like soap and toilet paper 
are rarely available. Despite the stifling
trade embargo, the Cuban people have built 

a high quality of life for themselves. For 
example, I discovered in my travels that 
98% of the Cuban population is literate. 
Cubans have free universal health care. 
Cubans are not charged anything to attend 
university. The Latin American School of 
Medicine in Havana has students from all 
over Latin America (and US students who 

cannot afford to attend medical school in 
the US) participate in a six year program 
for FREE, the only “cost” being a two year 
period of volunteer service in their respec-
tive communities in need once they leave 
Cuba. While the Cuban rationing system 
is by no means a daily buffet, the Cuban 
people are supplied some food staples. Cuba 
has government subsidized urban gardens 
in neighborhoods all over Havana. There 
is nationwide support for the cultivation 
of community arts. Cuba has one of the 
lowest infant mortality rates in the world. 
Gangs, drugs and homelessness are virtu-
ally non-existent in Cuba. You can walk 
the streets and feel safe at night. Kidnap-
ping is not an issue. When compared to 
the rest of Latin America, Cuba has made 
significant progress.

This year’s caravan coincided with 
the 50th anniversary of the Cuban Revolu-
tion. Cuba’s substantial accomplishments 
since then show what can be done when 
a country successfully resists imperialism 
and attacks on its sovereignty. What does 

the revolution mean to people living in 
Cuba? The people old enough to compare 
life before the revolution and life after can 
appreciate the tangible achievements in 
terms of education, health care and quality 
of life that may have never otherwise made 
themselves a part of daily life in Cuba. 

Images of Fidel, Ché and Raul are 
icons of hope, rebellion, 
love for the homeland 
and the symbol of tri-
umph in the face of the 
imperialistic agenda of 
the United States. The 
same way we have huge 
billboards demanding you 
tune in at 10 pm to watch 
Desperate Housewives, 
Cuba has huge billboards 
saying “We will never be 
a Yankee colony” and 
“Viva La Revolución.” 
For every Coca-Cola ad 
on the side of a building 
in the United States, Cu-
bans have their respective 
“Free the Five Cubans 
wrongly imprisoned in 
US jails!” billboard. Cuba 
is a triumphant example 
of resistance to corporate 
imperialism.

Although Cuba has my heart, I do 
not have an idealistic or utopian view of 
this society from which we have been 
shielded. I cannot extricate myself from 
the lens of my US upbringing and yet it 
is this very lens that has enabled me to 
see the beauty of Cuban society and the 
ways and efforts in which it has fought to 
keep itself “pure” from our imperialistic 
and capitalistic model. We are taught to 
believe that life that does not celebrate the 
“American dream” is in fact a failure. Yet I 
have learned in my travels to this magical 
country that there is a life beyond owner-
ship and individualism, a life rooted in 
community, the ascent of the spirit through 
the cultivation of the arts, social medicine, 
education and a quality of life some of us 
can only imagine here. 

1 The Cuban Five were investigating right 
wing anti-Castro groups in Miami and were 
wrongly convicted of espionage in 2001. They 
are currently imprisoned in the US, serving 
four life sentences collectively. See www.
freethefive.org.

A group of gardeners share with us how people participate in their local urban gardens in 
Cuba. Photo: Madelaine Greacen
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Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and 
Socially Responsible Investing

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153     800-318-9780
Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC
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210 Walton St., Syracuse, NY 13202, 315-471-4601
8188 Cazenovia Rd., Manlius, NY 13104, 315-682-1938

Peace
Give The Gift Of 

Contemporary American Craft

Fine Contemporary Crafts
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continued on next page 

Jack is currently devoting considerable 
time to activities of the Peace Council and 
NOON. Among other activities, he has spent 
many hours working to bring about a ban 
on hydrofracking and horizontal drilling in 
New York.

How did I get Here?
Jack Ramsden

I was recently struck by the irony of my 
involvement in a peace activist organiza-
tion. 

I have been a policeman. And not just 
with any police agency. I was with the US 
Park Police in Washington, DC in the 1970s 
when every weekend 
involved crowd con-
trol of some group 
demonstrating on the 
National Mall.

I have been a mili-
tary policeman. I was 
pulled out of the line 
going to Southeast Asia 
in 1969 and assigned 
to guard President 
Nixon’s helicopters 
for most of my three 
year hitch.

I have been a mili-
tary recruiter. In the 
late 1980s, while serv-
ing on active duty with 
the NY Army National 
Guard, I was assigned 
to Oswego County as 
the Guard recruiter. I 
visited high schools 
and competed with 
the other branches of 
the military for those 
young people.

I have had ac-
cess to confidential
FBI files. For the last
14 years of my government service, I 
oversaw the computer interface between 
the FBI and state agencies with National 
Park Service communications centers in 
several states.

I was one of “those people” hired by 
Destiny USA and was only recently let 
go. It was an amazing work experience 
that I still can get excited about. When I 
was hired, I was never asked for a resume, 
nor was anybody else that I know of. We 
(the original 162 of us) were hired based 

on demonstrated passion and desire and 
willingness to not ask “why?,” but to ask 
“why not?” I don’t know what will happen 
with the project in the future, but I know 
they created an incredible “anything is 
possible” work environment that I had 
never experienced before.

OK, so how did I get here, working with 

the Syracuse Peace Council? Some might 
even ask if I should be here. Obviously, 
my past is unusual for this community, but 
I think there is a discernable connection 
that puts me here.

I grew up on a dairy farm in the 1950s 
near Otisco Lake. My connections to the 
natural world are very strong based on 
exposures that included field work in all
kinds of weather. Some people talk about 
the weather; I celebrate it. I also love and 
respect the changes of the seasons as only 
a person with an agricultural background 
can.

However, my parents motivated me 
to never allow being a “farm boy” to limit 
my experience in the wider world. While I 
appreciated the sense of accomplishment 
of a clean box stall after an afternoon of 

shoveling manure, I had to learn to also 
appreciate books, writing and interac-
tions with people. So, while I might be 
performing a certain job, I also attempted 
to “break the stereotype” that people as-
sociated with that job. It seemed important 
to challenge people’s perception of who I 
was. My uniforms often defined the job I

was doing, but I tried to 
never let them define
who I was.

And then, about 
30 years ago, I found 
the woman who would 
become my life part-
ner. Anne and I shared 
a passion for parenting 
and creating a family 
that would be tested 
over and over again. 
Through every chal-
lenge, we held fast to 
our decision to always 
be there (literally and 
figuratively) for our
children to support 
them and encourage 
them. 

Our family moved 
often. At young ages, 
my children learned 
to deal with chal-
lenges and accept a 
wide range of different 
circumstances. All the 
while, it was incred-
ible to see how having 
a stable supportive 

family empowered them. Watching my 
children grow to adulthood changed my 
perception of my life. Maybe only a parent 
can appreciate what that truly means.

We made a decision in the mid-90s to 
transfer to Crater Lake National Park from 
the US Park Police in DC. This allowed 
me to be involved in the natural world and 
share it with my kids. We also found a house 
in remote Chiloquin, Oregon which meant 
that our family would be exposed to the 
ways of the Klamath Tribe at school, on 
field trips and in community activities.

A subsequent move took us to eastern 
Tennessee and Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park where all three children 
would graduate from a very different kind 

Jack Ramsden and Joan Cope Savage march in the parade in Canandaigua commemorating the 
215th anniversary of the signing of the peace and friendship treaty between the Six Nations and 
the US. Photo: Lindsay Speer
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 4471 E Genesee St. DeWitt  446-0326   

Distinctive, fairly traded gifts,  
home & holiday décor, 

   chocolates, coffee, 
            soups & teas 

Shop Fair Trade! 
�� Beautifully, hand crafted gifts!  
�� Sustainable income for artisans! 
�� Support a Syracuse-area non-profit!  
�� Delight the receiver!   

 On Nov 21: Our first ever “Bag Sale”  
receive 10% off everything you can fit into  
our 8x11” shopping bag (excluding jewelry) 

On Dec 5-6: Shop,  
mention The Samaritan Center

and we will donate 10% of the sale  
to help them provide  

hot meals to those in need 

Happy Holidays! 
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How Did I Get Here? / from previous page

of high school. Your children force 
you to think about their future, es-
pecially when they start applying to 
colleges and you know they will not 
be home every night. Thinking about 
their future forces you to imagine 
what you want for them. Some of 
the things are pretty obvious, like 
happiness, love, peace, no hunger, 
no prejudice, no global warming 
and the list goes on. You want the 
world to be a better place than it is 
today. But you also want them to 
care about and to be aware of their 
impact on the Earth and their fellow 

human beings. And that, of course, causes me to think about 
the uniforms that I have worn and the ways that I impacted my 
world and my fellow human beings.

I guess that is why I support the Syracuse Peace Council and, 
especially, the Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation. The ideas of 
SPC and the Haudenosaunee are not just right for today; they 
are right for the future and for my grandchildren’s future.

So, my path to where I am has some job descriptions that 
don’t really jive with what I am doing now. I am glad to discuss 
any of them as I am aware of the inherent conflicts. However,
the answer to the “how I got here” question is pretty simple 
– I followed my children.

Jack in his National Park 
Service uniform. Photo: 
unknown
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SPC in Action / from page 4

○  Newer computers (Pentium 4+) and LCD 
flat screen computer monitors

○  $$ to purchase any of the above items
○  committee members (fundraising, outreach, 

youth & militarism, anti-wars)

Strike for Peace: Save the 
Date

Get your team (family, workplace, school group, 
union, community group, faith community, 
etc.) ready for our 2010 SPC Bowlathon on 
Sunday, February 28 at Flamingo Bowl in 
Liverpool. This annual event is fun for all 
ages. Look for team registration forms and 
flyers at the SPC table during Plowshares or
contact Jessica. Time TBA.

2010 SPC Retreat
Last year, SPC held our first planning retreat
in many years. Approximately 25 people 
gathered for a weekend of evaluation, plan-
ning and socializing at a B&B in Cazenovia. 
Feedback was so positive that we hope to 
hold a retreat annually to encourage regu-

Over 20 SPC activists represented us at the ACTS 
(Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse) 
Public Action Meeting on November 1. See page 6 
for a report. Photo: Andy Mager

lar, thoughtful planning and provide an opportunity for SPC 
activists to gather outside of the of-
fice. Next year’s overnight retreat will
be held Saturday-Sunday, January 
30-31 at Alverna Heights outside of 
Fayetteville (near Green Lakes). All 
active SPC supporters are welcome. 
Contact Jessica.

Rental Space Available at 
the Syracuse Center

Starting early in 2010, rental space will 
be available on the first floor of the
Syracuse Center for Peace & Social 
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St, near the 
NE corner of Westcott St. SPC occupies 
the second floor of the Center which is
home to several non-profitorganizations.
The Center was created to support or-
ganizations working for social change 
in our community.

Rents are more than reasonable: 
about $1/square foot/month, plus utili-
ties. There is now about 900 square feet 
of first floor office space available. The
space can be reconfiguredtosuitagroup’s
needs. Contact Ann Tiffany, 478-4571 
or anntiffany@verizon.net.
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