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Reducing Youth Violence in Syracuse
Stella Adegite

Violence among youth has been and remains a major problem 
in Syracuse. In 18 of the 25 murders in Syracuse in 2008, the 
victims, perpetrators or both were under the age of 25, the 
youngest being a 13 year-old boy charged with murder. The 
total equaled the previously recorded high in 2002. According 
to a 2000 study by the US Department of Justice, 18 to 20 year-
olds account for 22% of those arrested for homicide. There are 
significant differences in the rates of violence between countries
and regions, but one common strand is that youth are not only 
the main perpetrators but also the main victims. According to 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 15 young people 
ages 10 to 24 are murdered each day in the US. 

Cherylene “Twiggy” Billue, Director of American Friends 
Service Committee’s Youth Empowerment Project, attributes 
the increasing violence among city youth to the lack of efforts 
to address the underlying issues. These include poverty and lack 
of parental involvement. 

Corcoran is a Hot Spot
Twiggy was brought in to work with a group of teens at Corcoran 
High School last summer after 17 year-old Anthony Williams 
was shot to death while sitting on a front porch. She facilitates 
a forum, called Teens Against Violence, where students – who 
have been victims of violence, lost a loved one or otherwise been 
affected by violence – speak up and speak out against violence. 
Twiggy reports that of the 25 local murders in 2008, 20 directly 
or indirectly affected Corcoran students. The violence, however, 
has not remained outside school walls. 

On March 30, 2009 16 year-old Shakayla Rush was arrested 
and charged with attempting to stab a police officer after a dispute
in the school’s lavatory between four girls got out of control. In 
January, Trenton Sparks was stabbed in the arm after trying to 
break up an altercation between two of his fellow students. 

Working with Teens Against Violence, Twiggy aspires to cre-
ate a trauma center at Corcoran. She believes the most important 
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Submissions: Please send articles, graphics or ideas to the Edito-
rial Committee at: pnl@peacecouncil.net or call 472-5478.
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We 
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations, 
among people and between ourselves and the environment. As 
members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, 
cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from 
each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing their 
economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these connec-
tions clear. We initiate and support activities that help build this 
sense of community and help tear down the walls of oppression. A 
fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system that 
places human need above monetary profit.  We establish relation-
ships among people based on cooperation rather than competition 
or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each
other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the 
needs of us all.

About the Cover:
For years, the thought-provoking graffiti at this S. Salina Street
garage has captured the attention of passersby. Photo: Oliver 
Wnuck. 
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Educate, Agitate, Organize: SPC IN ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210 • (315) 472-5478 • spc@peacecouncil.net  
www.peacecouncil.net • OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday, 10am – 5pm

STAFF & INTERN EMAIL ADDRESSES
Carol Baum: carol@peacecouncil.net • Andy Mager: andy@peacecouncil.net 
Jessica Maxwell: jessica@peacecouncil.net  • Aly Wane: aly@peacecouncil.net

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Poetry/Spoken Word for Peace

Wednesday, June 24 at 7 pm
Thornden Park Pavilion (near playground)

Rain or Shine

Come hear local poets and spoken 
word artists share their own work 
and that of others. Come listen for 
inspiration and/or to join in the 
readings. Bring your lawn chair if 
you want to be comfy. 

Program is free. Refreshments 
provided. Contact Andy. 472-5478.

continued on next page
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Calling on Syracuse: Support 
the Onondaga Nation

In mid May, Neighbors of the Onondaga 
Nation (NOON) submitted a Resolution 
of Respect for and Reconciliation with the 
Onondaga Nation to the Syracuse Com-
mon Council. This follows many months 
of research and behind-the-scenes discus-
sions. The resolution outlines the history 
of Onondaga stewardship of this region, 
contact with European colonists, the theft 
of their land and other depredations they’ve 
suffered. It commits 
the City of Syracuse 
to working with the 
Onondagas for social 
“healing,” environ-
mental cleanup and 
redress of these injus-
tices. At press time it 
isn’t clear whether 
the resolution will 
pass easily or require 
a concerted public 
pressure campaign. 

NOON is also 
supporting an On-
ondaga Nation-orga-
nized event on Satur-
day, June 21, 2009, 
The Day of Prayer for 
Sacred Places (see 
page 13). It will be 
held at Willow Bay 
on Onondaga Lake 
Park. Please visit www.peacecouncil.
net/noon or www.onondaganation.org for 
further information.

Working for a Just Peace in 
Palestine and Israel

CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine 
and Israel continues to lay the groundwork 
for ongoing work on this issue, which is 
at the heart of much conflict in the Middle

East and beyond. The diverse group, coor-
dinated by SPC, will do educational and 
advocacy work.

On Friday, June 5 at 2 pm a dem-
onstration at Comfort Tyler Park (corner 
of E. Colvin St. and Comstock Ave.) will 
highlight the terrible plight of the children of 
Gaza. A second showing of Anna Baltzer’s 
documentary Life in Occupied Palestine 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, July 7 at 
6:30 pm at the Cazenovia Public Library. 
Contact Andy.

Bikes 4 Peace Summer 
Schedule

Our summer bike program will once again 
travel around to city neighborhoods, work-
ing with young people to fix bikes. Starting
June 1, we welcome donations of bikes in 
need of minor repairs (please call ahead). 
David Gruzca, Jessica Maxwell and Ursula 
Rozum are coordinating the program this 
year. We can always use more help – even if 
you don’t have mechanical skills, we need 
people to help sign in youth, set up and 

clean up, flyer neighborhoods and transport
materials. Contact Jessica to help.

Tuesdays, 5-7 pm
June 16 & 23: Northeast Community 

Center (716 Hawley Ave.)
July 7 & 14: Loguen Park (E. Genesee 

St. and Lexington Ave.)
August 18 & 25: Spanish Action 

League (700 Oswego St.)

No Nukes
Representatives from local peace and en-

vironmental groups met with 
Congressman Maffei on May 
26 to advocate for a truly clean 
energy future – one that does 
not include nuclear power. 
Participating organizations 
included the Syracuse Peace 
Council, Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment, Peace 
Action of CNY, Citizens 
Awareness Network and the 
Iroquois Chapter of the Si-
erra Club. We advocated for 
conservation and renewables 
as much more effective and 
immediate in creating jobs 
and fighting climate change.
We also raised concerns about 
health risks, waste storage, 
uranium mining, and nuclear 
proliferation. While continued 
dialogue is needed, we achieved 

Chad Bennett works with a neighborhood youth during a Bikes 4 Peace clinic at the 
Northeast Community Center. Photo: Lisa Maynard



4 Peace Newsletter June 2009

continued on page 14

SPC in Action / from previous page Weekly Peace Outreach 

Escalation in Afghanistan, continued 
violence in Iraq – don’t be silent.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
June 9 West St. & Seymour St. (near 

Westside)
June 16 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690 (East-

side)
June 23 Rt. 11, Northern Lights Shop-

ping Center (Mattydale)
June 30 Adams St. & Rt. 31 (Down-

town)
July 7 Rt. 20 (Albany St.) & Linckl-

aen St. (Cazenovia)
July 14 S. Salina St. & E. Colvin St. 

(Southside)
July 21 Rt. 57 & Vine St. (Liverpool)
Every Saturday 9-10 am we’re also at  
the Farmers’ Market (Park St.).

an important goal when Rep. Maffei agreed 
that new nuclear plants should not receive 
federal subsidies.

Progressive Mayoral 
Platform

The Greater Syracuse Progressive Coalition 
continues its work on a Mayoral Platform. 
The coalition expects to finalize the multi-
faceted platform by mid-June for submission 
to the candidates. We’ll ask for responses 
shortly after July 4 and schedule candidate 
forums in conjunction with coalition partners 
for late summer and early fall. Check out 
the latest version at www.peacecouncil.
net/coalition. Contact Andy. 

A War Resister’s Long Road 
About 30 people turned out on May 27 
to view the opening of From Mills River 
to Babylon and Back...the Jimmy Massey 
Story, a documentary produced by Oneonta 
filmmaker JoeStillman.Thefilmchronicles
the life of Jimmy Massey, a former twelve-
year career Marine who refused to continue 
killing in Iraq and was one of the first
soldiers to question the legitimacy of the 
war. Joe and Jimmy attended the screen-
ing, and a thoughtful discussion followed. 
The Syracuse showing was the first in an
11-city tour around Upstate NY.

Welcome to Sara Watrous
In late April Sara Watrous, a Cortland 
County native and graduate student at the 

University of Montreal in Quebec, began 
a summer internship at SPC. Sara’s quiet, 
thoughtful manner has already contributed 
to this Peace Newsletter. In addition to the 
PNL, Sara will work on SPC’s presence 
at the Downtown Arts and Craftsfair (July 
24-26) and with the Detainment Task Force. 
With staff vacations, trips to the Middle 
East, etc. more help is needed at the office
over the summer, either as formal interns 
or in other ways. Contact Carol.

Come Join the Parades
SPC will once again have contingents in 
both the Pride and Juneteenth Parades. 
Marching in the parades is a fun way to 
show SPC's solidarity with other groups. 
Please join us for one or both parades:

•  Juneteenth Parade: Saturday, June 

13. The parade starts at Dr. King School 
(corner of Castle and State). Meet at 9:30 
am; parade kicks off at 10 am. This year 
the American Friends Service Committee 
and SPC will join together as a contingent. 
Contact Jessica.

•  Pride Parade and Tabling: Saturday, 
June 20. The Rainbow Flag raising is at 
Syracuse City Hall at 11 am; the parade 
begins from there immediately afterwards. 
SPC will table at the festival from noon-6. 
To help with tabling, contact Carol.

Plowshares Applications 
Available

Applications for the 2009 Plowshares Crafts 
Fair and Peace Festival are now available 
online at www.peacecouncil.net/plowshares 

Jimmy Massey spoke in Syracuse as part of an 11 city tour with CNY Filmmaker Joe Stillman. Video 
image: Joe Stillman

or from the SPC office. This year’s event is
scheduled for December 5-6. Applications 
are due by July 6. 

Hiroshima Day Organizing 
Gets Underway

For many years, SPC and other local 
peace and social justice groups have come 
together on August 6 to commemorate 
the horror of the atomic bombings of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki. For over 25 years 
we have had a solemn procession through 
downtown Syracuse. Last year we added 
an interfaith sharing for peace, including 
launching hand-made lanterns for peace 
on Onondaga Creek. 

Organizing for this year’s commemo-
ration has just begun. To help out, contact 
Carol.

SPC Birthday Dinner Set  
for October 3

SPC’s 73rd annual birthday celebration will 
be held Saturday, October 3 at St. Lucy’s 
Church on Syracuse’s Westside (432 Gif-
ford St.). This year’s event will once again 
feature excellent locally-sourced vegetarian 
cuisine to be followed by a performance 
of Howard Zinn’s Marx in Soho. We’re 
excited to welcome Jerry Levy to Syracuse 
to perform this engaging one-man show. 
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Abdul is a Pakistani-American. He is an imam 
in Chicago, president of Sound Vision and 
serves as the vice chair for the Council for 
a Parliament of World Religions.

Aerial Bombing Makes Terrorists
Abdul Malik Mujahid

During the last thirty years of wars in Af-
ghanistan, Afghan civilians have had one 
safe place to escape to: Pakistan.

They fled the Soviet invasion. They
fled civil wars. They fled US bombing.
Pakistan took care of millions of these 
Afghan refugees.

Now that safe haven with its lush green 
valleys is burning with bombs.

And the hosts, the people who them-
selves welcomed Afghan 
refugees, at times literally 
into their homes or into 
campsites on their farms, 
are on the run. They are 
streaming out of Swat, Dir 
and Buner and registering as 
refugees in Mardan and the 
fertile valleys of Pakistan. 
The UN says about two 
million Pakistanis have 
been displaced during the 
last year of drone attacks, 
bombing and fighting.

Pakistan is bombing 
its own land and its own 
people, who are caught 
between the Taliban and 
the Americans.

Whomever I talk to 
among Pakistanis, it seems, 
there is an emerging con-
sensus. They hate both the Taliban who 
blast schools and the Americans who bomb 
Madrasahs. Both kill civilians.

The Soviets could not win by bombing 
Afghanistan, although even today, bomblets 
and mines left over by the Soviets kill and 
injure 60 Afghans a month.

And American bombings in Afghanistan 
are so ineffective and counterproductive 
that even the puppet president Karzai is 
consistently and publicly campaigning 
against the air strikes. He told CNN recently 
that "We believe strongly that air strikes are 
not an effective way of fighting terrorism,"
adding that "air strikes rather cause civilian 
casualties and do not do good for the US, 
do not do good for Afghanistan."

Recently, on Sunday, May 10, hundreds 

of students in Kabul held protests over US 
air strikes in the Farah province that killed 
nearly 150 Afghan civilians.

Students held up banners, including one 
describing America as "the biggest terrorist 
in the world," according to the BBC.

It is unfortunate that while the US has 
refused to listen to President Karzai, it 
has now successfully persuaded President 
Zardari of Pakistan to do the same. The 
Pakistani air force is using bombers and 
helicopters to bomb the "Taliban positions" 

and declare that they have already killed 
200 of them. Zardari is asking for drones so 
they can do exactly what the US is doing. 
Yet, even the US air strikes have failed to 
accomplish their stated goals. There have 
been 65 to 85 US drone attacks on Pakistan, 
killing about 780 civilians and about 50 
alleged terrorists.

I wonder which technology allows 
soldiers flying tens of thousands of feet
high in the air to distinguish between one 
guy dressed in Salwar Kameez and another 
guy also dressed in Salwar Kameez? This 
is the dress all Taliban and all civilians 
use in that area. It is next to impossible to 
distinguish between them unless you are on 
the ground and know the language and the 
culture. The result is that wherever there is 
a crowd, people are at risk of being killed, 
be it a wedding party or any other gather-
ing. It is so difficult to understand, from
the air, what lies below that the US planes 
have ended up dropping a few bombs on 

Pakistani Frontier Corps outposts, killing 
11 Pakistani border guards who all dress 
in the same Salwar Kameez as others. To 
confuse things further, for American air 
force pilots and video shooters handling 
war drones from sites as remote as Nevada, 
the Taliban, civilians and Frontier Corps all 
sport beards. And, culturally, most men in 
these mountainous areas will carry a gun, 
even if they are not fighting.

Pakistan cannot solve its problems by 
bombing its people.

The culprits are in the midst of people. 
The population is by and large with them 
since they are sick and tired of foreign 
intervention, corrupt governments and the 
absence of justice.

Just imagine that despite a seven-year-
long massive air and ground hunt for Osama 
bin Laden and despite the US having placed 

From “Will Pakistan Become 
Obama’s Vietnam?”

Steve Weissman

(…)What, then, should Obama and 
his advisers do?

Begin by doing no harm and stop the 
overheated rhetoric. Stop the no-win war 
in Afghanistan and the drone attacks in 
Pakistan. Work with Islamabad and New 
Delhi to develop confidence-building
measures, especially concerning Kash-
mir. Work quietly behind the scenes, 
as Washington did in preventing open 
conflict between India and Pakistan fol-
lowing the terrorist attack in Mumbai last 
November. And let Pakistan's civilian 
government take center stage in using 
foreign aid to build schools and other 
projects to improve the everyday lives 
of ordinary Pakistanis.

In other words, a lot less "we" and 
a lot more understanding that America 
cannot be the answer to Pakistan's 
problems. We can help, but we cannot 
impose our will without creating far 
more problems than we solve.

Steve is a veteran of the Berkeley Free 
Speech Movement and the New Left 
monthly Ramparts.A man walks past a school that was blown up by the Taliban in 

Mingora, March 2009. Photo: Saeed Shah
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Aerial Bombing / from previous page

on him the highest bounty in the history of humanity, which 
has been doubled to $50 million, all trails have gone cold to 
find Osama bin Laden.

Even when the US cornered bin Laden in the Tora Bora 
complex (which was built with CIA help during the "good Jihad" 
against the Soviets) he managed to escape; this despite the use 
of "Daisy Cutter bombs" which Rear Adm. John Stufflebeem
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff described as "the most powerful 
in the US arsenal."

Unless the US does a massive ethnic cleansing, the Af-
ghans/Pathans will win in their lands, no matter how many 
drones and air strikes take place.

Afghans don't like foreign occupations. This is the reason 
the British failed in the 19th century. This is the reason the 
Soviets failed in the 20th century. This is the reason the US is 
going nowhere in that region in the 21st century.

No wonder, Lord Curzon, the former British viceroy 
of India (1899-1905) who achieved peace with the Afghans 
and created the current Pakistani province of NWFP, said: 
"No patchwork scheme – and all our present recent schemes, 
blockade, allowances, etc., are mere patchwork – will settle 
the Waziristan problem. Not until the military steamroller has 
passed over the country from end to end, will there be peace. 
But I do not want to be the person to start that machine."

The British were wise enough to stop invading Afghanistan 
after 100 years of wars. The date on the Afghan flag signifies
that victory. In an apparently unrelated event, the wise Lord 
Curzon was appointed as the foreign secretary of the British 
Empire in the same year.

Reprinted from Truthout.org 

Pick Your Own
Strawberries

NOFA-NY CERTIFIED ORGANIC
READY IN MID JUNE. 

CALL THEN FOR A RECORDING OF FULL INFORMATION.

COBBLESTONE VALLEY FARM
20 minutes from Syracuse

Exit 13 off I-81
Preble, NY

607-749-4032 cvfarm@twcny.rr.com



June 2009 Peace Newsletter 7

continued on page 10 bottom

Diana Ralph is a founder and Coordinator 
of Independent Jewish Voices (Canada). 
She represented IJV at the Durban Review 
conference. 

UN Anti-Racism Conference Hijacked
Diana Ralph

Quiz: Was the Durban Review Conference  
(held April 20-24, 2009) (a) an inspiring 
conference to follow-through on the 2001 
commitment by over 150 nations (except 
Israel and the US) to end racism in all its 
forms or (b) an “anti-Semitic hate fest”? 
The correct answer is (a). But after the 
sophisticated campaign of disinformation 
launched by the pro-Israel lobby it would 
be understandable if you answered (b). 

As Nelson Mandela declared on the 
opening day of the Review, “the Sept. 2001 
Conference against Racism held in Durban 
(and the resultant Durban Declaration 
and Programme of Action [DDPA]) has 
been hailed as the most comprehensive 
framework of its kind to combat racism, 
xenophobia and all other forms of discrimi-
nation.” The DDPA roundly condemned 
a wide variety of racist practices in many 
countries, including discrimination against 
African-descendants, indigenous people, 
the Dalit, migrants, refugees, victims of 
human trafficking, the Roma, people of
Asian descent, national, ethnic, linguis-
tic, and religious minorities, victims of 
sexual violence, and homosexuals. Its 
recommendations included reparations 
for the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and 
for actions to end world poverty, war, and 
inequality. It recognizes the rights of both 
Palestinians and Israelis to security and 
international law. 

The Durban Review Conference 
was designed to hold the world’s nations 
to account for implementing the DDPA 
recommendations. In the eight years since 
the World Conference Against Racism 
(WCAR), many African, Asian, and Latin 
American countries worked hard to imple-
ment the DDPA. 

But Israel and Western powers, with 
vested interests in protecting privilege 
and inequality, instead waged a relentless 
campaign to destroy the Durban Review. 
Their campaign included:

•  Propaganda to label the 2001 Durban 
WCAR as anti-Semitic. Although there is 
nothing anti-Semitic in the DDPA, they 
exploited isolated incidents during the 

NGO pre-conference to write off the entire 
WCAR as anti-Semitic. 

•  Threats and intimidation to prevent the 
UN and charitable foundations from funding 
NGOs to get to the Durban Review. 

•  Heavy pressure to erase any mention 
of Israel/Palestine, Islamophobia, or slavery 
reparations in the Durban Review docu-
ment. The Review document was cleansed 
of almost all its specific content, especially
mention of Palestine, Islamophobia, and 
the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, shrinking 
from over 60 pages to 17. 

• Pressure on Western countries to 
boycott the Durban Review or to work 
inside it to prevent anything controversial 
from being addressed. 

The Pro-Israel Lobby’s 
Campaign to spin the anti-
Semitism “Story”
In spite of all this pressure, over 150 
countries supported the Durban Review. 
Canada and Israel were the only countries 
boycotting until a week before the confer-
ence (in the end 10 countries, including the 
US boycotted). 

With the controversial wording erased 
from the Review document, the pro-Israel 
lobby had nothing to attack as evidence of 
anti-Semitism. Undeterred by this problem, 

the International Jewish Caucus launched 
a multi-million dollar campaign to portray 
the Durban Review as “an anti-Semitic hate 
fest.” The IJC waged a massive assault 
inside and outside of the UN to disrupt 
and discredit the Durban Review. Many 
other pro-Israel lobby organizations also 
joined the attack, including the World Zi-
onist Congress, UN Watch, the Magenta 
Foundation, Human Rights First, and the 
Hudson Institute. 

Planned with military precision 
reminiscent of Israel’s Gaza massacre, 
their campaign included:

•  Holding large anti-UN demonstra-
tions outside the UN on three of the five
days of the Durban Review Conference. 
They claimed that the Review was anti-
Semitic because it opened on April 20, 
Israeli Holocaust Remembrance Day. That 
date is only celebrated in Israel. In 2005, 
the UN designated January 27 as Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

•  Flying in over 1,000 pro-Israel lobby 
delegates to disrupt the Review. They 
overwhelmed the 350 world-wide NGO 
delegates, targeted UN staff and national 
delegates, and disrupted events including 
raucous demonstrators wearing clown 

Navi Pillay (UNHCR) and Ban Ki-Moon (UN Secretary General) in Geneva. Pillay lamented that 
“A handful of states have permitted one or two issues to dominate their approach to this issue, 
allowing them to outweigh the concerns of numerous groups of people that suffer racism and 
similar forms of intolerance.” Photo: Peter Kenny/ENI, www.eni.ch
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Youth Violence / from cover

thing in combating this senseless violence 
is for responsible adults to listen. 

Students in Teens Against Violence 
attribute the violence in their school and 
community to jealousy, lack of supervi-
sion, gang relations, drugs, money and 
misunderstandings. Channon, a 10th grader, 
believes much of the violence is due to a 
lack of resources helping students deal 
with their anger and stress about violence. 
“No one checks to see if you are okay after 
losing someone. Then they get mad at you 
when you lash out.” 

Cindy Squillace, a Student Assistance 
Counselor who offers free counseling to 
Corcoran students, believes the violence is 
becoming a systemic problem because of 
lack of parental and community involve-
ment. “Adults have no idea. Adults are 
afraid to find out what’s going on. All the
resources have been cut. Our community 
is not putting resources into youth to help 
our children become productive adults.”

Past Efforts
In 1996 Syracuse launched a community 
initiative to promote collaboration between 
community organizations and agencies 
addressing violence. The Syracuse Part-
nership to Reduce Juvenile Gun Violence 

involved more than 70 agencies, community 
organizations and citizens concerned about 
the increase in youth gun violence. The 
Partnership was rooted in a community 
mobilization strategy that targeted the South, 
Southwest and West Side neighborhoods 
of Syracuse. 

Youth between the ages of 13 and 
21 living in one of these areas who had 
previous records of arrests for gun or 
weapon-related charges were the primary 
focus. The secondary focus included their 
siblings, as well as other youth susceptible 
to street violence. Services of the Partner-
ship were also offered to those who had 
dropped out of school, were underemployed 
or unemployed, came from violent homes, 
had been institutionalized or involved in 
the use or sale of drugs.

The approach aimed to improve com-
munication with law enforcement. However 
law enforcement’s role in maintaining the 
status quo, as well as racial profiling limited
progress. Facing a variety of problems, in-
ternal and external, the Partnership evolved 
into the present-day Violence Intervention 
and Prevention Program (VIPP). This 
program aims to provide alternatives for 
youths through job, mentoring and recre-
ational opportunities. However, the level 
of resources put into the program and its 
visibility have decreased dramatically.

Looking Elsewhere for 
Solutions
One successful model in combating inner-city 
youth violence is Boston’s Comprehensive 
Strategy: Prevention, Intervention, and 
Enforcement, implemented in the early 
1990s in response to staggering levels of 
youth violence. The program built coali-
tions and partnerships among local police, 
prosecutors, probation officers, corrections
officials, social service personnel, school
officials, judges, health professionals,
parents and youth. 

The success of Boston’s initiative de-
rived from the high level of involvement of 
community organizations and individuals. 
The church and clergy played an important 
role, focusing on 14 crime hot spots with 
nighttime walks, community meetings 
and prayer vigils. The coalition trained 
religious leaders and community organiz-
ers to approach youth on the street and to 
design church programming appealing to 
teenagers. It also organized a crisis response 
team so that police could call clergy into 
certain areas in the aftermath of shootings 
to restore peace. 

Early on, Boston experienced a startling 
decrease in the level of violent crime com-
mitted by and among youth. From 1990 
to 1995 the number of juvenile homicides 
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Stella, who interned at SPC in the spring, 
recently graduated from SU (with many 
honors) and is on her way to law school at 
Howard University.

dropped by 80%. Between 1993 and 1995, 
the juvenile violent crime arrest rate for 
aggravated assault and battery with a 
firearm decreased by 65%. Violent crime
in the public schools fell more than 20% 
in the 1995-1996 school year. Boston’s 
success was attributed to the collaboration 
between the criminal justice system and 
the community. 

Unfortunately, in recent years youth 
and street violence in Boston has increased. 
State budget cuts in 2002-2003 undermined 
their effectiveness. Teens are becoming 
increasingly at risk of street violence and 
substance abuse due to lack of funding 
for jobs, after-school programs, drop-out 
prevention, substance abuse prevention, 
peer leadership, peacemaking and conflict
resolution and street outreach workers.

Back Home 
Based on the Boston model, the Ten Point 
Plan to End Juvenile Gun Violence was 
initiated in Syracuse in 2002 through the 
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance 
(IMA), a non-profit, faith-basedecumenical
association. The initiative provided pro-
grams and services focused on the South 
and Southwest neighborhoods. Like the 
Boston model, the IMA initiative involved 
faith and community leaders, residents, 
organizations and an extensive collabora-
tion with the Police Chief, Mayor’s Office
and Superintendent of Schools.

IMA President Rev. Kenneth Reed 
notes, “the program was a coalition of 
concerned and willing Syracuse citizens 
to change the circumstances of youth in 
violent environments.” 

While initially there was significant
energy for the effort, it didn’t last and there 
were never enough resources available. 
Today, the lone remaining program is the 
Faith Hope Community Center’s boxing 
program established to help youth find
less destructive outlets for their anger. It 
continues to face funding challenges.

Future Directions
In recent national trends juvenile violent 
crime is increasing most quickly among10 
to 12 year-olds. Demographers speculate 
that if juvenile crime rates continue to 
increase with expected youth population 

increases, juvenile-committed violent crimes 
will increase by nearly 15% by next year. 
As the problem of juvenile violence has 
grown, so has our understanding of the 
problem and possible solutions. 

At-risk youth, if reached early enough, 
can be assisted to make better choices. The 
challenge facing many communities is to 
take what is known about youth violence 
and apply it to at-risk youth before they 
take their first step into crime.  

The Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ) 
has received national acclaim for its holistic 
approach of education, social services and 
community building programs aimed at 
helping children and families. Recogniz-
ing that the root cause of many inner-city 
problems, including violence, is poverty 
and its multiple effects on children, this 
program has achieved impressive results. 
Led by visionary activist Geoffrey Canada, 
HCZ’s “whatever it takes” attitude and 
aggressive practical solutions now serve 
a 100 block area with more than 10,000 
children. 

HCZ’s projects include: the Baby Col-
lege (a nine-week parenting workshop for 
expectant parents and those raising a child 
up to three years old); the Harlem Gems 
(an all-day pre-kindergarten program); 
the HCZ Asthma Initiative, which teaches 
families to better manage the disease; the 
Promise Academy, a high-quality public 
charter school; and an obesity program to 
help children stay healthy. 

In 2007- 2008 HCZ reported 100% of 
students in the pre-K program were found 
to be school-ready for the sixth consecu-
tive year. In 2008 the NYC Department 

of Education rated the Promise Academy 
in the 99th percentile of all K-8 schools 
city-wide. 

Efforts are also underway to replicate 
the Harlem Children's Zone in Florida. 
The Florida legislature has funded a pilot 
project in the Liberty City neighborhood 
of Miami and a zone in Jacksonville. 

Say Yes to Education offers the pros-
pect of free college tuition to students who 
graduate from the Syracuse City School 
District. The goal is to promote lifelong 
success by providing a hopeful future for 
young people who currently see little reason 
to stay in school and succeed. 

The recently created Trauma Response 
Team is Syracuse’s latest response to ris-
ing youth violence. The team, made up of 
clergy, members of Mothers Against Gun 
Violence and others, provides immediate 
emotional and spiritual support at the scenes 
of violence to aid family and friends of the 
victims in hopes of breaking the cycle of 
violence. 

Director of the Syracuse/Onondaga 
County Human Rights Commission and 
former Partnership to Reduce Juvenile 
Gun Violence Coordinator Julius Edwards 
hopes that the addition of mental health 
treatment will make a difference, “we were 
responding to the trauma, but we were not 
treating the trauma.”

While such reactive responses are 
necessary, they don’t get to the heart of 
the issue. The IMA’s Reed notes, “it is 
important to deal with the traumatic effects 
of violence, but the community should 
not fail to engage the roots causes of such 
violence.”

Mothers Against Gun Violence founder Helen Hudson speaks to some 50 people gathered on April 
26, 2009 at 191 Corning Ave. to vigil in remembrance of 17 year old Jaquan Everson who died of 
gunshot wounds. Mothers Against Gun Violence vigils near the site at 5 pm on the Sunday after 
someone is murdered in Syracuse. Photo: Ann Tiffany
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Durban / from page 7

Door Opens for Clean Energy Future
“We may not need any [new nuclear or 
coal plants], ever,” the chairman of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Jon Wellinghoff told reporters at a US 
Energy Association forum on April 21. 
His comments outlined the prospects of 
a far stronger safe energy position than 
anything previous from the Obama ad-
ministration.

It is a direct challenge to the current 
wisdom which supports greater energy 
efficiency and the growth of renewable
energy sources, but also includes expanded 
nuclear power and the fantasy of “clean” 
coal. While this “both and” approach 
sounds reasonable – who doesn’t support 

“diversity” after all – it will prevent the 
rapid changes required to avert the worst 
effects of global warming.

At Peace Action’s recent conference 
in Syracuse, Paul and Linda Gunter of 
Beyond Nuclear made the case that given 
the limited funds, any money spent on 
expensive and slow to build coal and 
nuclear plants will prevent the massive 
investments in energy efficiency, wind and
solar technologies which can be brought 
on line in just a couple of years.

Unsurprisingly, Wellinghof’s remarks 
unleashed a major pushback from the coal 
and nuclear industries, powerful, deep-pock-
eted lobbying interests in DC and around 

the country. A month later, speaking 
to the Nuclear Energy Institute, he 
backtracked part way, saying “It is 
conceivable in this scenario that you 
may not need large central station 
plants. That’s one scenario….

“There may be other scenarios 
that are rational as well, including 
incorporating significant nuclear and
coal into our system.” 

We are at a moment of choice for 
our energy future. Some in Washington 
have opened the door to a major shift 
in energy policy. Those whose profits
would sink are fighting desperately
to maintain the status quo. We who 

wigs and noses.
•  Holding many Pro-Israel side-events 

at the UN with high-profile speakers
like Irwin Cotler, Alan Dershowitz, and 
Natan Sharansky who attacked the UN 
and Palestinians and defended Israeli war 
crimes in the Occupied Territories and Gaza. 
Caving to pro-Israel lobby pressure, the 
UN forbade Palestinian rights groups from 
holding any side events at the UN.

Ahmadinejad’s Speech:  “Proof” 
of Anti-Semitism
The pro-Israel delegates (and media) 
pounced on the April 20 speech by Iran’s 
President, Ahmed Ahmadinejad as “proof” 
that the Review was anti-Semitic. What-
ever Ahmadinejad’s personal views, this 
particular speech, while highly critical of 
Israel and Western imperial powers, was 

NOT the anti-Semitic, Holocaust denying 
diatribe that the media claimed it was. 
You can hear it for yourself at the Jewish 
Voices for Peace’s Muzzlewatch website  
(www.muzzlewatch.com: May 12, 2009 
posting).

Ahmadinejad’s views also do not 
represent those of the Durban Review. 
UN rules require that heads of state be al-
lowed to speak. The High Commissioner 
succeeded somewhat in toning down his 
speech, but she had to give him the podium. 
If Obama had chosen to attend the Durban 
Review, he too would have had an oppor-
tunity to present a different viewpoint. But 
because of the pro-Israel lobby’s smear 
campaign, no other heads of state attended. 
Ahmadinejad’s 34 minute speech was only 
a tiny side-show to the week-long Review, 
which included powerful panels, eloquent 
speeches, and the inspiring vision of over 
150 countries working to end racism. But 
nothing else made the news. 

Committing to “end racism in 
all its forms” 

The pro-Israel campaign caused ex-
tensive damage. But it deeply offended 
most of the national and NGO participants 
who united to protect the commitment to 
the principles of the DDPA in the Review 
document. We left with a renewed com-
mitment to ending racism. 

Shortly before Ahmadinejad's speech, 
Nelson Mandela’s spokesperson delivered 
his powerful, ethical message supporting the 
Durban Review, urging respect for diversity 
of opinions, and calling on nations to end 
racism. Mandela ended with this poignant 
appeal: “Let us always remember that the 
victims of this phenomenon are children, 
men, women, in their millions. Do not allow 
their dignity, their human rights to live in 
peace and prosperity to be compromised 
because of the often obscure differences 
among policymakers. It is in your hands 
to make a difference." 

GET INVOLVED
Iroquois Chapter of the Sierra 

Club, Linda DeStefano (Conserva-
tion Chair): 488-2140 (9 am-11 pm), 
ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com 

Citizens Campaign for the En-
vironment, Dereth Glance: 472-1339, 
dglance@citizenscampaign.org

Nuclear Information & Resource 
Service: www.nirs.org

have a differ-
ent vision 
– one based 
on commu-
nity not con-
sumpt ion , 
where taking 
care of the Earth 
is central, where 
people trump profits – must step up to the
plate. We have already beaten back several 
efforts in congressional committees to slip 
pro-nuke clauses into legislation.

The Syracuse Peace Council has edu-
cated, agitated and organized for a clean 
energy future since at least 1975, including 
the publication of several anti-nuclear/clean 
calendars in the late 1970s. 

-Andy Mager

1979 cover of the SPC Peace Calendar



June 2009 Peace Newsletter 11

Reginald is a widely-published, award-winning 
poet, essayist and playwright on Pennsylvania’s 
death row. For more information or to contact 
him, visit www.reginaldslewis.org.

Good Morning, Mr. President
Reginald S. Lewis

This letter (to President Obama) was sent to SPC by Reginald S. Lewis, a Pennsylvania death row inmate. Through the help of 
“snail mail” and Mr. Lewis’ typewriter, the PNL is publishing a voice from part of society often left silent and unheard.

You’ll rise amid the opulence of 
the White House, God willing. Kis

s the First Lady, 

eat breakfast, prepare Sasha and 
Malia for school, check text mess

ages on your spe-

cially designed Blackberry, consu
lt with the cadre of Secret Serv

ice agents about 

your travel itinerary, then the Vi
ce President, Secretary of State a

nd the ingenious 

minds that comprise your brillian
tly assembled Cabinet. Later, per

haps you’ll meet 

with the obliging press acolytes, 
deliver a fiery speech and sit down with a group of

foreign diplomats, dignitaries an
d luminaries.

You enjoy high approval ratings b
ecause an overwhelming majority o

f US citizens 

believe you are doing an excellent
 job. Civil libertarians and const

itutional schol-

ars applaud your moral courage t
o sign the Executive Order closi

ng Guantánamo Bay 

Detention Center in Cuba. But eig
ht long, harrowing years of the B

ush Regime waged 

an hellacious war on the few cons
titutional protections for the po

litically power-

less inside our own “Guantánamo B
ays” all across the United States

.

Since April 28, 2008, 37 newspape
rs, 203 magazines, 17 newsletters

 and over 670 

books made the Pennsylvania Depa
rtment of Corrections’ “Master P

ublication Denial 

List.” All God’s Children, by Rene
 Denfeld, is banned alongside The 

Muslim Observer, 

Essence Magazine, all books by th
e great historian J.A. Rogers, an

d even Carter G. 

Woodson’s The Mis-Education of th
e Negro. And we won’t get to read

 the interview of 

Michelle Obama, because even Opra
h Winfrey’s O Magazine is banned.

It mirrors the oppressive, time-w
arped cruelty when the “Puritans”

 set foot on 

Plymouth Rock. Or the archaic and 
regressive abuse of the 19

th century by the New York 

Society for the Suppression of Vi
ce, which severely restricted wha

t could be sent, 

or received, through the mail.

As a former president of the Har
vard Law Review, and a constitut

ional scholar 

yourself, we’re sure you understa
nd our concerns. Perhaps you thou

ght the American 

Civil Liberties Union v. Reno – 
which established “free speech” o

n the Internet - 

resolved the question, but it did
n’t.

On the morning of January 16, 20
09 – a mere four days before you

r inauguration 

as the first African American President of the United States – we were jolted awake

by a crude announcement from Penns
ylvania Secretary of Corrections J

effrey A. Beard, 

Ph.D.: “…Prisoners shall not soli
cit or otherwise commercially adv

ertise for money, 

services or goods. Inmates are al
so specifically prohibited from advertising for pen

pals.”
Say what?! In Canadian Coalition 

Against the Death Penalty (CCADP)
 v. Ryan, the 

US District Court of Arizona stru
ck down a similar provision as “u

nconstitutional.” 

The Justices reasoned that becau
se the constitutional rights of 

both inmates and 

outsiders were affected, the quest
ion becomes whether the regulation

 “…is reasonably 

related to legitimate penological
 objectives, or represents an exa

ggerated response 

to those concerns.” The CCADP and 
other groups argued that they had 

a right to main-

tain prisoners’ internet websites
 – as well as their own - “as an 

integral part of 

their advocacy and public educati
on.”

Recently, Secretary Beard went be
fore the Pennsylvania State Legis

lature seeking 

a 10% increase in the annual $1.8
 billion budget. He claims he nee

ds to build more 

prisons, totaling 9,937 new cells
, by 2012.

We sure hope these cells have wi
ndows. Because in an ever-expandi

ng age of so-

phisticated communications system
s that connect the global communi

ty in an instant, 

he wants to nail shut our only li
ttle dusky window to the world.
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Ramos Renovations
Carpentry, drywall, painting, 

siding, roofing, landscaping, new 
lawns, trees, walks, patios, grading, 

excavating. Insured. References.

508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210
Rufino Maya Ramos  476-7175

Lindsay, a lifelong Syracuse resident, is an 
environmental consultant and community or-
ganizer on behalf of the Onondaga Nation. 

Day of Prayer for Sacred Sites
Lindsay Speer

On June 21, 2009 the Onondaga Nation will 
mark the seventh annual National Day of 
Prayer for Sacred Places with  a ceremony 
on the shores of Onondaga Lake. 

The first National commemoration of
Sacred Places was held on June 20, 2003 
to emphasize the need for protection and 
healing of Native sacred places. Since then 
people have gathered at sacred places each 
year as a way to highlight their plight. 

“Native and non-Native people nation-
wide are gathering to honor sacred places, 
with a special emphasis on those that are 
endangered by actions that can be avoided,” 
said Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne & 
Hodulgee Muscogee), President of The 
Morning Star Institute, which organizes 
the National Prayer Days. 

Bringing it Home
It was on the shores of Onondaga Lake that 
the Peacemaker first brought together the
five warring nations – the Seneca, Cayuga,
Onondaga, Oneida, and Mohawk – to bury 
the weapons of war under the Great Tree 
of Peace and form the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy. 

Onondaga Lake was also a source of 
food and sustenance for the Onondaga. 
Whitefish, eel, and Atlantic salmon were
all plentiful in the lake. I was told that this 
was one of the reasons that the Council 
Fire of the Haudenosaunee was located 
at Onondaga. Not only was it centrally 
located in the Confederacy, the food and 

medicine plants were most abundant here 
and could support large and lengthy gather-
ings of people.

Beyond history and practicality, the 
Onondaga have a deep and enduring 
connection with the lake and the natural 
environment of this area. It is difficult
to fully capture this concept in English; 
“sacred” is about as close as we can come. 
It is the directions given by the Creator, 
of stewardship and responsibility for all 
life, that inform the Onondaga Nation’s 
Land Rights Action and environmental 
work today. 

Onondaga Lake has been badly dam-
aged by well over a century of industrial 
and municipal pollution (See peacecouncil.
net/noon/lake for information). Upgrades 
by the county to the sewage treatment plant 
have thankfully resulted in improvements 

in water quality, due to reduced nutrient 
loading. However, the toxic pollution in 
and around Onondaga Lake remains, and 
is not adequately addressed by the current 
cleanup plans. Over 80% of the sediment 
contaminated with mercury, PCBs, DDT, 
benzene, toluene, xylene and 21 other toxic 
contaminants will be left in the lake unless 
area residents insist on a better plan. The 
Onondaga Nation is deeply concerned about 
the impacts of this remaining pollution on 
future generations. 

The Day of Prayer for Sacred Places 
event will be held at Willow Bay on 
Onondaga Lake Park on Saturday, June 
21, 2009. Please visit www.peacecouncil.
net/noon or www.onondaganation.org for 
further information. All who wish for the 
full cleanup and healing of Onondaga Lake 
are invited to attend.

job opening
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT / CUSTOMER SERVICE

• M-F   9-5   flexibility required 
(especially Sats. / Oct-Dec.)

• strong people skills
• work well under deadlines
• retail sales experience preferred
• basic typing / computer skills
• $18,500 / health benefits

• send resume:
rose z.

syracuse cultural 
workers

po box 6367
syracuse, ny  13217

customer@
SyracuseCulturalWorkers.com

ops ad '09/pnl2  5/8/09  8:45 AM  Page 1

Supporters of Onondaga Land Rights gather at the north shore of Onondaga Lake for a Circle of 
Peace and Hope organized by Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation on Thanksgiving Day 2008. 
Photo: elana levy
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Look for details in the near future. To join the organizing com-
mittee,  contact Jessica.

Fund Appeal Reminder
Dozens of people have already responded to SPC’s spring fund 
appeal that was mailed May 11. If you haven’t done so, please 
give it a read and donate as generously as you can. If more 
people respond to the appeal we’ll be able to spend more time 
organizing and less time fundraising over the coming months. 
The appeal is available at peacecouncil.net/donate.

Yes Men Benefit Successful
The showing of The Yes Men on May 16 met its $1500 fund-
raising goal and more. Thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the staff salary fund. We raised $1100 through several large 
contributions before the event and $600 was generously do-
nated that night – for a total of  $1700, a solid $200 beyond our 
goal. We’re thinking that contributing to a specific, relatively
small fundraising goal makes it easier to give generously 
because the goal is reachable and you know specifically what
your money is helping with. Let us know whether you agree. 
There could be more fun and focused fundraisers on the way! 
(Note from the staff: thanks to SPC’s Steering Committee for 
organizing this!)

– Carole Resnick

Rethinking the PNL 
A thoughtful group of a dozen folks gathered in late April to 
discuss how to improve the PNL and make it a more meaningful 
vehicle to support SPC’s work. The group included members 
of the PNL Editorial and SPC Steering Committees and PNL 
distributors.

Follow-up plans include: clarifying SPC’s goals for the 
PNL, understanding our audience, improving linkages between 
the PNL and other SPC efforts, working to “multi-mediatize” it 
and exploring other ideas for improvement. Contact Andy.

Happy 90th Sam Feld
On May 9, friends and family celebrated 
lifelong activist Sam Feld’s 90th birthday at 

May Memorial. People lauded his folksy 
manner, indefatigably radical politics, 

skiing and badminton prowess and 
gentle sense of humor.

Forty-three years ago, 
before a mass movement 
opposed the Viet Nam War, 
SPC was in crisis. Sam Feld 

and Raj Nanavati led an effort 
to revitalize the organization, 

preparing it for a major period 
of growth in the coming years. 

Sam’s support, in a wide range of 
ways – Steering Committee chairperson, 

PNL distributor, speaker, kibbitzer and 
financial contributor among them – has been important to us
ever since. Despite his frequent reminders that quality of life 
is more important than quantity, we hope that Sam is around to 
continue causing trouble for many more years to come. 

New Feature: SPC Community News
This new feature will note milestones and achievements of SPC 
supporters. Please send submissions to pnl@peacecouncil.net 
or via mail to SPC.

Sister Pat Bergan, a stalwart of St. Andrews Church until 
it was closed down, was honored with this year’s Dorothy Day 
Award. SPC Advisory Committee member Jennifer Basker-
ville-Burrows was featured as a “locavore” on the cover of the 
Post-Standard’s Green Central New York (check out her blog 
at cookininthecuse.com). Longtime member Steve Reiter was 
quoted inside the same issue about the need for more bike lanes. 
Stella Adegite, a recent SPC intern, received three awards from 
Syracuse University, including the 2009 Syracuse University 
Woman of Distinction Award. Congratulations to Steering 
Committee and Nottingham High School senior Ben Burdick 
who recently received a National Merit Scholarship.

Garage Sale
If you’re doing any spring (or summer) cleaning please put 
aside some items for SPC’s annual Garage Sale: Saturday, 
September 12, 9 am to 5 pm; Sunday, September 13, 9 am 
to 1 pm. Please hang on to your stuff until several days before 
the sale – we don’t have a place to store items until then. More 
details to come.

SPC in Action / from page 4

Invest in Companies Who-o
Give a Hoot

Hansen’s Advisory Services, Inc.
Focused Holistic Planning and 
Socially Responsible Investing

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153     800-318-9780
Web: hansenadvisory.com

Securities offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc.
Member FINRA & SIPC
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Photo: Andy Mager
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Letter to theLetters to the

Thanks
Thank you for the DVD Educate Agitate Organize: The 
Syracuse Peace Council. I was pleased to have a reminder 
of the good work of the Council. My husband, Alan, would 
have appreciated the recognition of his participation over 
many years. 

- Etta Peabody
West Glover, VT

Editor’s Note: Alan Peabody 
edited the Peace Newsletter 
from 1957 to 1967. Educate 
Agitate Organize is available 
for $12 from the SPC office
and can be viewed online at: 
peacecouncil.net/video.

Why I Pledge to SPC
I pledge to the Syracuse Peace Council because I want to sup-
port peace activities and because I know how important it is 
to an organization’s budgeting to be able to count on regular 
infusions of money. I’ve pledged for several years now and 
the SPC makes it easy for me by sending a reminder card each 
quarter. And when I have extra money, I can always make an 
extra donation, over and above what I pledge. SPC is very 
important to me. Thank you for being there! 

- Bonnie Shoultz
Syracuse, NY

Season Opening
Syracuse Eastside Neighborhood

Farmers’ Market 
June 24th 

When: Every Wednesday, 2pm-7pm (through Oct.)
Where: Loguen Park (formerly Lexington Park at the 
intersection of E. Genesee & Columbus) 

Come and support your local farmers and community!  

Food Stamps, Farmers’ Market Coupons, Debit/Credit Accepted 
For More Info: EastsideNFM@gmail.com 



Bikes 4 Peace Clinic for 
Youth. 5-7pm. Loguen Park (E. 
Genesee St. & Lexington Ave.). 
Free. Jessica 472-5478.
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure 
Drawing. 7-10pm. Westcott Com-
munity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Poetry/Spoken Word for 
Peace. 7pm. Thornden Park 
Pavilion (near playground). 
Rain or shine. Refreshments. 
Andy, 472-5478.

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

SUN SW Action Comm. 7pm. Brady 
Faith, 404 South Ave. 476-7475.

Caribbean/Latin America 
Coalition Mtg. 4-6pm. SPC, 
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd fl. 
Ann 478-4571.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8pm. Westcott Community Ctr, 
826 Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

EVERY OTHER TUES. Partner-
ship for Onondaga Creek Mtg. 
6pm. Brady Faith Center, 404 
South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse United Neighbors  
Skunk City Meeting. 6:30pm. 
Mundy Library, 1204 S. Geddes 
St. 476-7475.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, 474-4821.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7pm. SPC, 2013 
E. Genesee St., 2nd flr. Come work 
on the Progressive Platform for the 
next Mayor! Andy, 472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 3 
pm. Hanover Sq. Meal prep. - noon. 
728 Westcott St. 750-8130.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
Time Warner Ca ble Channel 
98, 9-11am.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Amnesty International meeting. 
DeWitt Library, Shoppingtown 
Mall. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George, 
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com. 

Weekly Peace Outreach. 4:45-
5:30pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach. 4:45-
5:30pm. Adams St. and Rt. 81 
(Downtown). 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach. 4:45-
5:30 pm. West St. and Seymour 
St. (near Westside).

Weekly Peace Outreach.  4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 11, Northern Lights 
Shopping Center (Mattydale). 
472-5478.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm.
St. Therese, 1304 Lancaster Ave. 
770-2155.

Join the SPC Contingent in the 
Juneteenth Parade. 9:30am. Dr. 
King School (corner of Castle 
and State). Jessica 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach. 4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 20 (Albany St) and 
Lincklaen St. (Cazenovia).

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7pm. 2013 East Gen-
esee St., 2nd floor. 472-5478. 
Open to SPC supporters.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7pm. 2013 East Gen-
esee St., 2nd floor. 472-5478. 
Open to SPC supporters.

Until June 13: Teen Competitive 
Art Exhibition. Community Folk 
Art Center, 805 E. Genesee St.  
Free. 442-2230.

June 6th & 7th: Westcott Art Trail 
Sale. Westcott neighborhood and 
at Westcott Community Center. 
Lauren 472-0108.

Together We Can Move Moun-
tains. Syracuse Community Choir 
Summer Solstice Concert. 5-7pm. 
Erwin First Methodist Church, 920 
Euclid Ave. 4pm-tea and refresh-
ments. $10-20. 428-8151.

Tuesday FLICS: The Life and Times 
of Harvey Milk. 8pm. ArtRage, 505 
Hawley Ave. $5 donation.

EVERY SATURDAY:  Peace 
Outreach. 9-10am. Regional 
Market, Park St. 472-5478.

Cycle to the Regional Market. 
9:30am. Thornden Park  pool. Sierra 
Club. Adina 428-1905.

Syracuse United Neighbors,  West-
side Coalition. 7pm. Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St., 476-7475.

Bikes 4 Peace Clinic for Youth. 
5-7pm. Northeast Community 
Center (716 Hawley Ave.). Free. 
Jessica 472-5478.

Join the SPC Contingent Pride 
Parade and Festival. Rainbow 
Flag raised at City Hall 11am 
Parade starts immediately after-
wards. SPC table at festival from 
noon-6. Carol 472-5478.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm.
St. Therese, 1304 Lancaster Ave. 
770-2155. Bikes 4 Peace Clinic for Youth. 

5-7pm. Northeast Comm. Cen-
ter (716 Hawley Ave.). Free.

Tuesday FLICS: The Wedding 
Banquet. 8pm, ArtRage Gallery, 
505 Hawley Ave. $5  donation.

EVERY WED: Eastside Farm-
ers’ Market. (starts 6/24) 2-7pm. 
Loguen Park, East Genesee St. 
and Columbus Ave. 

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-
5478, spc@peacecouncil.net.

Rededication Ceremony of the 
Kirkpatrick Monument. Washing-
ton Square Park. 6:30pm. Depicting 
the Onondagas and Pere LeMoyne 
at salt springs. 448-4701.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm.
St. Therese, 1304 Lancaster Ave. 
770-2155.

Plowshares Craftsfair Ap-
plication Deadline. See peace-
council.net/plowshares or call 
472-5478 for applications.

EVERY MON. & WED EVE: Nature 
Meditation Class. Starts July 6. 
Barry Park. Fee. Flowering Tree 
Meditation. 470-0778.

Video: Life in Occupied Pal-
estine, Anna Baltzer’s docu-
mentary. 6:30pm, Cazenovia 
Library. Andy 472-5478.

September PNL Calendar dead-
line. Items to pnl@peacecouncil.
net or 472-5478.

PFLAG Mtg. 7:30pm, First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 446-5940.

Day of Prayer for Sacred Places. 
Time TBA. Willow Bay on Onon-
daga Lake. www.peacecouncil.
net/noon or www.onondaganation.
org. See page 13.

CNY Working for Palestinian-Is-
rael Peace Meeting. 7pm.  For lo-
cation: Andy, andy@peacecouncil.
net, 472-5478.

State Fair Organizing Meet-
ing. 7-8:30pm. SPC office. 
472-5478.
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FridayFLICS: Aimee and Jaguar 
(Directed by Max Färberböck, 
1999) 8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. $5 donation. www.
artragegallery.org.

FridayFLICS: The Celluloid 
Closet (Directed by Jeffrey Fried-
man & Rob Epstein, 1996) 8pm. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. $5 donation. www.artrage-
gallery.org.Third Thursday - Citywide Arts 

Night. 5-8pm. Various Locations. 
www.th3syracuse.com.

Friday FLICS: Coming Out 
Under Fire. 8pm, ArtRage Gallery, 
505 Hawley Ave. $5  donation.

Pax Christi Meeting. 9:30am. 208 
Slocum Ave. Frank, 446-1693.

Small Business Seminar: Op-
portunities for Minority and Women 
Business Owners, 6-8pm, SW 
Business Resource Ctr, 500 W. 
Onondaga St. Free. 476-1451.

Opening Reception: The Power 
of Revolt. 7-9pm, ArtRage Gallery, 
505 Hawley Ave. Free.

Exhibit: The Power of Revolt. 7-
9pm, ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. Free. www.artragegallery.org. 
Through August 15: W, Th, F 2-7pm 
& Sat. 12-4pm.

Pride at ArtRage. Film:  FagBug. 
8pm, ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. www.artragegallery.org. $10.

Pride at ArtRage. Film:  FagBug. 
8pm, ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. www.artragegallery.org. $10.

ACTS Healthcare Forum. 7pm. 
Liverpool Community Church, 800 
Fourth St., Liverpool. 254-6198.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar

JUNE-JULY 2009

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 14: Weekly Peace Outreach. 4:45-5:30pm. S. Salina St. and E. Colvin 
St. (Southside). 472-5478.

Bikes 4 Peace: Bike Clinic for Youth, 5-7pm; Loguen Park (E. Genesee St. & 
Lexington Ave.). Free. Jessica, 472-5478.

July 17-19: Middle Eastern Cultural Festival. Music, dancing, great food . Fri. 
4-10pm, Sat. noon-10pm, Sun.  noon-7pm. St. Elias Orthodox Church, 4988 
Onondaga Road, Onondaga Hill, Debra George, 677-0155.

July 21: Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-5:30pm, Rt. 57 & Vine St. (Liverpool)

July 23: PNL Mailing Party. 4-6pm. 2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd fl. Free Pizza. 
472-5478.

July 24-26: Downtown Arts and Craftsfair. Check out the SPC Booth on 
Montgomery St. for buttons, bumperstickers, t-shirts and info. 
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