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The Speech President 
Obama Should Deliver

economics that favored the interests of Wall Street speculators 
over the hardworking people and businesses of Main Street has 
proved it doesn’t work.

We have no more time or resources to devote to fixing a system
based on false values and a discredited ideology. We must now 
come together to create the institutions of a new economy based 
on a values-based pragmatism that recognizes a simple truth: if 
the world is to work for any of us, it must work for all of us.

Corrective action begins with recognition that our economic 
crisis is, at its core, a moral crisis. Our economic institutions 
and rules, even the indicators by which we measure economic 

David Korten

Fellow Citizens:
My administration came to office with a mandate for bold action at
a time when our most powerful economic institutions had clearly 
failed us. They crippled our economy, burdened governments 
with debilitating debts, corrupted our political institutions and 
threatened the destruction of the natural environment on which 
our very lives depend.

The failure can be traced directly to an elitist economic 
ideology that says if government favors the financial interests of
the rich to the disregard of all else, everyone will benefit and the
nation will prosper. A thirty-year experiment with trickle-down 

A L S O  I N S I D E
Anti-Nuclear Reaction, 
page 9

Afghanistan and 
Obama, page 7

SPC in Action, 
page 3

Thank You 
Onondaga, page 5



2 Peace Newsletter April 2009

SPC STEERING COMMITTEE 2009
Jessica Azulay, Carol Baum, Herm Bieling, Sera Brown, Ben 
Burdick, Nick Cavanaugh, Jake Eichten, Stephanie Leeds, 
Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Carole Resnick, Peter Sinatra, 
Richard Vallejo, Rose Viviano, Wendy Yost

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Andy Mager (coordinator), Gabe Angelone, Rae Kramer, 
Donna Mühs-McCarten, Aly Wane. Layout: Andy Mager, 
Richard Vallejo

SPC STAFF
Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Aly Wane (intern)

HIGHLIGHTED COMMITTEE:  INTERIM
Jessica Azulay, Carol Baum, Stephanie Leeds

Subscribe to SPC’s Weekly E-Newsletter
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s low-volume email list. 
It includes the weekly E-Newsletter of upcoming events and one 
or two additional announcements of note each week. Subscribe 
at the bottom of our webpage, www.peacecouncil.net.

There’s So Much More Online...
SPC’s web site, www.peacecouncil.net, is full of useful infor-
mation, including the online version of every Peace Newsletter 
since 1936, information on our various projects and committees, 
upcoming events and ways to get involved. 

Name:  _______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City: ________________________State: _____ Zip: ___________

Phone: Day(____)_______________Eve(____)_______________

Email:  _______________________________________________

 Enclosed is $15 for a one year subscription to the PNL.
 New Subscription         Renewal         Address Change

 Enclosed is an additional donation of $_____ for all your great work!

 Please contact me about getting involved.

 Add me to SPC’s email announcements list (email address needed).

Subscribe – Only $15 a year for 11 issues!

 

2013 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210
(315) 472-5478, spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

Central New York Voices
for Peace and Social Justice

ISSN 0735-4134
Peace Newsletter Information

Submissions: Please send articles, graphics or ideas to the Edito-
rial Committee at: pnl@peacecouncil.net or call 472-5478.
Advertising: We welcome paid advertising. See peacecouncil.
net/pnl/ads.htm for dimensions and prices. Please contact us a 
month in advance.
Calendar: To submit an item for the May PNL calendar, please 
send the information by April 20.

Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
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SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, 
violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  We 
challenge the existing unjust power relationships among nations, 
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members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domination 
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resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to the 
needs of us all.
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Crafting a Progressive Platform 
for the Next Mayor

Tuesday, April 14 at 7 pm
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

Join SPC activists and members of the 
Greater Syracuse Progressive Coali-
tion to work on the development of a 
progressive platform for the upcom-
ing Syracuse mayoral election. For 
more details, see page 4. Program is 
free and followed by refreshments.
Contact Andy. 472-5478.

“Change the Times”
SPC’s Antiwars Committee has been busy 
this past month organizing for local and 
national demonstrations and publishing 
Change the Times, a new antiwar broadside 
on the economy. 

On Thursday, March 19 about 60 Cen-
tral New Yorkers marked the start of year 
seven of the US occupation of Iraq with 
a march through downtown. We stopped 
at sites symbolizing our resource-starved 
community needs: education, the arts, meal 
shares and food pantries, public transporta-
tion, etc. We ended at the Federal Building 
where we listened to the story of a local 
Iraqi refugee and recommitted ourselves 
to working to end the US occupations of 
Iraq AND Afghanistan.

On Saturday, March 21, SPC sent a bus 
to the March on the Pentagon sponsored by 
International ANSWER. A small group of 
folks traveled to the nation’s capital for a 
dramatic action. Participants marched past 
the headquarters of war profiteers (like
Lockheed Martin) to the Pentagon. Some 

carried coffins representing the dead from
conflicts in Iraq,Afghanistan and Palestine.
Marchers called for a change in US policy 
in the Middle East, including an immediate 
end to each of the three occupations, no 
military aid for Israel and a drastic cut to 
the US military budget.

SPC’s new broadside Change the 
Times is available at the office and on
SPC’s website. We’ve printed 5,000 copies 
for free distribution. If you like this issue, 
please consider helping us cover the $360 
in printing costs. We encourage you to pick 
up some extra copies to hand out at meet-
ings, events or other venues you frequent. 
Contact Carol or Jessica to get involved 
with SPC’s antiwar work.

Help Shape the PNL
SPC has regularly published the Peace 
Newsletter since 1936. Our small, hard-
working editorial committee is seeking 
input from a wider group of SPC activists 
about how to make the PNL most useful. 
Please join us on Tuesday, April 28 at 7 

pm at 401 Scottholm Blvd. (Rae Kramer’s 
home) for a discussion. We’ll provide 
refreshments. If you can’t come, consider 
sending your input via peacecouncil.net/pnl 
or by contacting Andy.

NOON Meets with 
Onondaga Nation Leaders

On March 11, the fourth anniversary of 
the filing of the historic Onondaga Land
Rights Action, NOON hosted a meal and 
discussion with leaders of the Onondaga  

continued on next page

Central New York activists joined with many thousands across the country to demonstrate
against the continuation of the US wars in Iraq and Afghanistan – March 19, the sixth anniversary of the US invasion of Iraq. Photos: Andy Mager (left) 
and Karen Kerney (right)

March 19, 2009. Downtown Syracuse.
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continued on page 15

SPC in Action / from previous page Weekly Peace Outreach 
Returns!

Ta da! Spring is here – time to recom-
mit to visible anti-war activism. After 
a long winter break, Outreach restarts 
with a fresh look on Tuesdays 4:45-
5:30 pm. As we have since 2001, every 
week we’ll be rotating our presence 
among various busy intersections in 
the area.

Beginning April 4, we’ll also be 
out there every Saturday from 9-10 
am at our stationary site on Park St. 
across the street from the Regional 
Market. We’d love to have you join 
us! Contact Andy.

Tuesdays: 4:45 - 5:30 pm
April 7 Teall Ave. & Rt. 690             
 (Eastside) 
April 14 Rt. 11, Northern Lights Shop-

ping Plaza (Mattydale)
April 21 Adams St. & Rt. 81 (down-

town)
April  28 S. Salina St. & E. Colvin St. 

(Southside)
May 5 Rt. 57 & Vine St. (Liverpool)

And, remember, every Saturday we’re 
also outside the Farmers’ Market.

Wendy Yost and Cathy Repetti enjoy a moment 
between frames at SPC’s Strike for Peace 
Bowlathon. Photo: Caragh Frye

The Two Row Wampum cake shared by 
members of NOON and folks from the 
Onondaga Nation during a meal marking the 
anniversary of filing the Onondaga Land Rights 
Action. Photo: Phil Arnold

Nation. The gathering celebrated the impor-
tant work being carried out by both NOON 
and the Nation to achieve long-denied 
justice for the Onondagas and clean up 
our shared environment. The lovely meal 
was topped off with a Two-Row Wampum 
cake. Contact Andy.

The Progressive Coalition
The Greater Syracuse Progressive Coali-
tion (coordinated by SPC) has recently 
been buoyed by our connection with a 
new coalition formed to support “Fair 
Share Tax Reform” in New York State. 
Once that campaign is over discussions 
about merging efforts of these two groups 
are expected.

Coalition members are planning to use 
the upcoming mayoral election to achieve 
overdue reform. With a wide open election 
before us and with some candidates more 
responsive to the grassroots, the time is 
ripe to develop and advocate for a truly 
progressive platform. The Coalition will 
ask prospective candidates to commit to 
implementing part or all of that platform. 
To learn more, join us at SPC’s April 
14 monthly program (see page 3 lower 
right) and check out www.peacecouncil.
net/coalition.  Contact Andy.

Peace and Music—What a 
Summer Combo!

Last summer local blues musician Miss 
E organized a summer music benefit for
SPC. This year we’d love to make the 
event an outdoor festival. But we need 
some energetic folks to help organize it. 
Imagine, a summer version of Plowshares 
at Thornden Park or Onondaga Park or the 
Inner Harbor or…. You can help make it 
happen. Contact Andy.

Activist Appreciation - 
Wendy Yost

Wendy has been an SPC supporter for years, 
often participating in events and helping 
with sign making and other tasks. In 2008 
she joined the Bowlathon organizing com-
mittee. Since then she has continued to get 
more involved, joining our Steering Com-
mittee in 2009, working on the Bowlathon 
a second time, representing SPC in the Fair 
Share Tax effort and joining new fundrais-
ing efforts. Wendy has a straightforward 
manner and fun sense of humor appreciated 
by all who work with her. Thanks, Wendy, 
for all your hard work!

A Striking Success!
SPC’s annual Bowlathon was a great success 
– almost 40 teams with an average of five 
members turned out to “Strike for Peace” 
on March 1 at Flamingo Lanes in Liverpool. 
Teams arrived with outrageous costumes, 
with themes from Mardi Gras to bailout. 
We’re still collecting pledges (please don’t 
delay sending them in), and expect to make 
about $2800 total. That’s almost double last 
year’s effort. If you’d like to help organize 
next year’s Bowlathon, contact Jessica. For 
a job well done, hearty applause goes to 
this year’s committee: Joan Conley, Ruth 
Florey, Caragh Frye, Rae Kramer, Jessica 
Maxwell and Wendy Yost.

Fall SPC Birthday 
Celebration

After the success of last fall’s Birthday 
Celebration (when we could use lots of 
local food), the Steering Committee agreed 
to a regular early fall date. Invitations have 
gone out to some of our fantasy speakers: 
Jon Stewart, Naomi Klein and Bill Moy-
ers, but we’re working on backup options 
as well. We’ll let you know as soon as we 
have a date and program firmed up.

New Fundraising 
Committee Seeks Folks

Since SPC’s revitalization in late 2001, 
we’ve had one committee to oversee both 
finances and fundraising. Now we’re split-
ting up these functions and starting a new 
fundraising committee. Several dedicated 
folks are already signed on, but they’d love 
more company. Contact Andy.
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Persistent Activists Force Out 
Military Recruiters
What happens when an army recruitment 
center is besieged by activists? In a recent 
case in Kingston, NY, the recruiters were 
forced to move. Although the recruitment 
center has been given 90 days to find a
new location, Kingston peace activists 
look forward to celebrating the eviction 
of an Army recruitment storefront in a 
local strip mall. 

It took four years of weekly peace dem-
onstrations, sometimes resulting in arrests 

for trespassing, 
and eventually 
weathering a 
NYS Supreme 
Court case and 
a lawsuit .  In 
February, the 
Kings County 
Mall chose to 
not renew the 
Army recruit-
ment center’s 

lease rather than continue its costly lawsuit 
meant to keep activists away and obtain 
monetary damages for hurting business. 
“The Kings Mall is evicting the military 
recruiting center because they [the recruit-
ers] do not want members of the public 
to exercise their Constitutional rights 
to peacefully assemble to protest their 
government’s actions.” says Jay Wenk, a 
World War II Veteran.

It all started in March of 2005 when Mr. 
Wenk began vigiling outside the recruitment 
center doors holding signs and distribut-
ing counter-recruitment literature. After 
several solitary visits, he was soon joined 
by other activists and the vigils expanded 
to up to 40 people. Sometimes they read 
the names of US soldiers killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and displayed pictures of the 
devastation caused by the Iraq War.

Citing constitutional concerns, the 
district attorney refused to prosecute Wenk 
for seven arrests for trespassing, disorderly 

conduct and harass-
ment. The case led to 
a NYS Supreme Court 
case. The court ruled that citizens had a right 
to demonstrate on privately owned property 
because a government office was renting
there (setting an important precedent) but 
also placed several time, place and manner 
restrictions. Demonstrators could only ap-
pear one day a week during certain hours, 
they had to move outdoors instead of their 
usual indoor location directly at the doors 
of the recruitment center, and they could 
not display photographs.

Eventually the mall filed a civil
suit against seven protesters, seeking to 
bar them from the property and seeking 
$50,000 in lost business. The suit is on 
hold however in light of the decision to 
evict the recruitment center. “Wherever 
the recruiters go, we will follow them.” 
promises Jay Wenk. 

-Amber Coon
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War, Afghanistan and Obama: 
The Need for a New Direction
The Syracuse Peace Council endorses 
some of the steps taken by the Obama 
administration. These include reversing 
policy on US detention and interroga-
tion practices, ordering the closing of the 
prison at Guantánamo Bay and initiating 
US troop withdrawal from Iraq. However, 
we are deeply concerned about the planned 
military escalation in Afghanistan. We seek 
President Obama’s commitment to radically 
change US foreign policy in Afghanistan 
and throughout the world. The PNL com-
piled the following article from several fact 
sheets published by United for Peace and 
Justice (www.unitedforpeace.org).

Escalation is NOT the Answer
• There is no “military solution” in Af-
ghanistan. Obama’s advisors say the war 
in Afghanistan “cannot be won on the 
battlefield” and military think tanks like
the Rand Corporation agree that political, 
local law enforcement and peacekeeping 
solutions are a more effective alternative 
to surges in foreign military forces. Penta-
gon plans to send 30,000 more troops will 
extend seven years of failed US strategy in 
Afghanistan. Ultimately, Afghan security 
must be led by Afghans. 
•  Afghanistan has been a training ground 
for US torture. US torture of detainees did 
not originate at Abu Ghraib or Guantánamo. 
These practices – going back at least as far 
as the Viet Nam War –  were exported from 
Bagram Air Base and other military prisons 
in Afghanistan. More military activity will 
mean more detentions, even while there is 
no policy to process the 600 currently held 
without charge at Bagram.
•  Americans, Europeans and Afghans do 
not support foreign military escalation 
that will cost many lives. At least 18,000 
Afghans have been killed since the US 
invasion and tens of thousands of innocent 
people have been injured. Civilian casual-
ties foster resentment among Afghans and 
distrust of their own government and US 
forces. Nearly 1,100 US and “coalition” 
troops have been killed in Afghanistan 
since the 2001 invasion. Opposition to 
the US military campaign in Afghanistan 
is steadily increasing in the US, and most 
Europeans want their troops withdrawn 
from this disastrous NATO mission.

Connection with Pakistan
In terms of US foreign policy, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are intertwined, and one cannot 
be considered without the other.

In the first hours of his presidency,
Barack Obama ordered two strikes by un-
manned Predator drone missiles on villages 
in a remote area of Pakistan. Twenty-one 
civilians were killed. This was the 38th such 
bombing by the US since August 2008. At 
least 132 civilians have lost their lives. We 
could never condone any bombing, but 
Obama’s action begs the question: why 
bomb Pakistan? Why violate the sovereignty 
of our supposed ally?

In 1893 the British drew the border 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan (then 
part of India), dividing the two countries in 
a remote, mountainous area. The dividing 
line bisects the Pashtun, a non-state nation 
of 42 million people straddling the border. 
The Taliban arose from the Pashtun, and it 
is to the Pashtun areas of Pakistan that the 
Taliban and al-Qaeda forces retreat when 
they need sanctuary. As part of its war in 
Afghanistan, the United States is bombing 
the Pashtun people of Pakistan.

For 30 years, the United States has used 
Pakistan to try to gain control of Afghani-
stan: first against the Soviets and after 9/11
against the Taliban. To this end, the United 
States has worked closely with Pakistan’s 
notorious Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI). 
Since 9/11 the US has pumped billions of 
dollars in military aid into Pakistan. And, 
in exchange for services rendered, the US 
turned a blind eye to the development of 
Pakistan’s nuclear program.

The result of these policies has been 
disaster. For months both the US and 
Pakistani governments said the drones 
were based in Afghanistan; but recently 
published satellite photos reveal that the 
planes fly from secret bases in Pakistan.
This revelation will greatly increase ten-
sions within Pakistan, especially in its 
Army. Thus the bombing strengthens the 
Taliban and weakens the central govern-
ment, aggravating the country’s instability. 
Any breakdown of stability in Pakistan 
– a nuclear power of 173 million people 
that has had five military coups and three
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Afghanistan / from previous page

wars with India since independence in 
1947 – would be a danger to the region. 
To “save” Afghanistan, the United States 
is destabilizing Pakistan.

“Radical” Peaceful Solutions
It is apparent that traditional military tactics 
will not bring about peace in Afghanistan. 
After eight years of US-led war, Afghans 
still lack jobs, clean water, food, electric-
ity, health care and schools. The US has 
never really tried peace. US policy has 
helped violence and corruption to soar. 
Now misplaced hope in military solutions 
is preempting peaceful strategies. New 
approaches are imperative:

•  Transform the mission. Afghanistan 
won’t begin to stabilize until Afghan needs, 
defined byAfghans, surge to the top of the
international agenda. The US military’s 
“counter-terrorism” mission since 9/11 has 
trumped protection of the people, despite 
al Qaeda’s minor role in Afghanistan. Non-
military aid likewise has put US special 
interests first. We must re-orient US policy
to act on Afghans’ behalf.

•  Foster justice, reform governance. Afghans 

say their top problems are government cor-
ruption, lack of judicial redress and lack of 
public services. US and NATO forces work 
with corrupt officialsandhire localwarlords
to “protect the troops.” As chaos spirals, 
local support for the hated Taliban grows 
because at least they promise order – their 
way. The US must pressure President Karzai 
to replace corrupt officials with competent,
honest people. Other important steps would 
include support for the Reconciliation and 
Transitional Justice Plan and pushing for 
an independent international commission 
to investigate and redress grievances. 

•  Surge real democracy and drop US sup-
port for shams. The US betrayed Afghans’ 
hopes for representative government with 
sham “democracy.” The upcoming August 
2009 elections must be transparent and 
better monitored; war criminals must 
be barred from running. Intimidation of 
women in public life must be prevented, 
or Afghanistan will be deprived of their 
talent, vision and ardor for peace.

•  Surge genuine development aid, and 
have Afghans lead. Priorities are way out 
of whack. While pouring $100 million a 
day into military operations, the US has 
delivered only half its pledged $10.4 bil-

lion in humanitarian and development aid. 
And most of this has been wasted on ill-
conceived projects, pricey consultants and 
crony contractors. Congress must change 
the law that requires USAID to give most 
contracts to US companies. It should fund 
small-scale cooperative efforts defined
by communities for education, jobs, new 
skills and self-sufficiency. “Provincial
reconstruction teams,” which can’t deliver 
on these needs but undermine the work of 
legitimate NGOs by militarizing aid, must 
be eliminated. 

•  Surge diplomacy, but not by negotiating 
away Afghans’ future or excluding women 
from the table. Peace talks must be trans-
parent and led by widely respected male 
and female Afghans, not manipulated by 
foreigners. No more deals with warlords. 
No sellout of Afghans’ rights for supposed 
stability. Launch a diplomatic effort with 
all regional players, including Russia, Iran, 
India, Pakistan and Central Asian states.

The peace movement needs to push 
for these alternative approaches to prevent 
failed policies from creating another US-
led, Iraq-like military disaster.  In doing 
so, we can build on some of the positive 
foreign policy steps already undertaken 
by the Obama administration.
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Linda and Paul are longtime activists who 
work with Beyond Nuclear to educate and 
activate the public about the connections 
between nuclear power and nuclear weapons 
and the need to abandon both to safeguard 
our future.

Anti-Nuclear Reaction: Stopping New Nukes
Linda and Paul Gunter

On May 1, 1977, 2,000 people gathered 
on a nuclear reactor construction site and 
refused to leave. The protest was the cul-
mination of two years of mobilizing by 
the Clamshell Alliance. The target was the 
proposed $900 million two-unit nuclear 
reactor site in the tiny coastal town of 
Seabrook, New Hampshire. The “Clams” 
used nonviolent direct action to stop the 
construction of a project that represented 
the most dangerous way to boil water–by 
splitting the atom.  

 This mass action helped prevent one 
of the Seabrook reactors from being built. 
The other was completed so far behind 
schedule and over budget at $6 billion that 
it bankrupted four utilities. The public spot-
light on the Seabrook campaign spawned 
the US anti-nuclear power movement and 
the financial meltdown forced the nuclear
industry to shelve its plans for new nuclear 
plants for 30 years. 

But after three idle decades, the atomic 
industry is attempting a comeback with a 
new arrow in its quiver – climate change. 
Proclaiming itself  “clean” and “green,” 
the industry is making a grab for giant 
sums of taxpayer dollars in the form of 
tens and maybe hundreds of billions of 
dollars in government loan guarantees – the 
only way the industry can afford to build 
new power plants. Nuclear reactor costs 
have only continued to skyrocket in recent 
years – soaring above $12 billion apiece 
and likely more, given the precipitous fall 
of the global economy. One new reactor 
would have to come on line somewhere in 
the world every two weeks between 2010 
and 2050 to displace enough greenhouse 
gases to make a difference in terms of 
global warming – a fiscal fantasy.

Such an expansion would exacerbate 
an already serious proliferation problem 
caused by ready access to nuclear materi-
als across the globe. At least 13 Middle 
Eastern countries have expressed interest in 
developing nuclear power programs, even 
though nuclear energy is clearly not their 

most applicable, cheapest or safest option. 
Most experts agree that the true agenda is 
nuclear weapons posturing in an already 
volatile region. Along with the economics, 
the security climate has worsened post 9-11, 
with the country’s 104 operating reactors 
vulnerable to attack. And after five decades,
the radioactive waste problem remains un-
solved, leaving no moral ground on which 
to argue the production of yet more lethal 
radioactive detritus.

country’s oldest reactor which is seeking a 
20-year licensing extension. After digging 
through thousands of arcane documents, 
we discovered  that New Jersey’s Oyster 
Creek nuclear reactor has a severely cor-
roded containment structure hidden under a 
large epoxy bandage. Nearby communities 
quickly responded to this revelation and a 
new coalition was born.  

A win at Oyster Creek would be prec-
edent setting and inspire more campaigns 
around the country where aging reactors are 
running harder and are subjected to fewer 
safety checks.  Indeed, it is imperative that 
this happen before the nuclear industry fully 
eclipses the chances for renewable energy 
to rescue us from the precipice of climate 
collapse or the next nuclear meltdown.

CONFRONTING TODAY’S 
CHALLENGES TO 

NUCLEAR ABOLITION

3rd Annual Peace Conference
Saturday, April 25

1-4:30 pm
New York State United Teachers, 
Brittonfield Park in East Syracuse

just off 481, Exit 7.  

Registration starts at 12:30pm.  

Activist Workshop, 1-2 pm, led by 
Linda and Paul Gunter of Beyond 
Nuclear. Linda and Paul have long been 
working to eliminate nuclear power 
and weapons.  
Also participating will be members of 
CARD, the Cortland, NY citizens who 
successfully prevented New York State 
from using their area for a nuclear waste 
dump in the late 1980s/early 1990s.  
Linda and Paul will deliver the Keynote 
Address from 2:30 to 4:30 pm. They’ll 
be followed by a panel discussion 
with Congressman Dan Maffei and 
Larry Wittner, SUNY Albany History 
Professor and National Peace Action 
board member.
$15 (no one turned away). Refreshments. 
To learn more, contact Peace Action,  
478-7442, www.peaceactioncny.org.

–Gerald R. Lotierzo
Co-Chair, Peace Action of CNY

 Today’s anti-nuclear activists may not 
be blocking bulldozers–yet– and are instead 
obliged to file mountains of paperwork,
attend bureaucratically driven meetings 
and blog their opposition on the pages of 
Daily Kos and elsewhere. Perhaps mindful 
of successful grassroots efforts in the past 
to pre-empt reactor construction, the US 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission has made 
public input and intervention in its nuclear 
reactor licensing process more difficult.

Despite this, new licensing challenges 
and shutdown efforts continue across 
the nation. One win may be close at the 

PNL Graphic: Chad Hovey
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Jessica grew up on a farm in Herkimer County and has been grow-
ing with the Bread and Roses Collective in Syracuse for the past 
10 years. Bread and Roses will host a seed starting workshop on 
Saturday, April 4, 11 am-1 pm at 162 Cambridge St. Space is limited, 
so please call 315-422-4924 to let us know if you’re coming.

Jessica Maxwell

Economic crises bring stress and sacrifice – often hitting hardest
those who already have the least. They also open up an oppor-
tunity to challenge the capitalist approach and creatively work 

together to make more out of less. One way to save money, 
improve our quality of life and be more sustainable is through 
urban gardening. 

Everyone seems to be talking about gardening again. Grow-
ing your own food is being promoted as a way to save money 
and live “greener.” But if your gardening involves buying 
plastic bags full of potting soil from big box stores, building 
raised beds from pressure treated lumber, ordering seeds from 
big corporations, and tending a small plot in your backyard, 
gardening can become just another example of the consumerist, 
individualistic ideals that are dragging our country down.

If we want to connect our gardening to social justice and 
community organizing, we might ask: “How can growing our 
own food promote a more just and sustainable community?”

Building Community
Gardening gets people outside – where you might see your 
neighbors and get to know who lives on your street. It doesn’t 
help if you’re in a fenced-in plot in the back yard. Consider 
gardening some part of your front yard – not only will it start 
conversations with passers-by, but may inspire others too. It 
also challenges the idea of “lawns.”

Even better – get involved in a community garden! Some 
community gardens are a collection of individual plots that 
share water and other resources. Others are planned, tended and 
harvested collectively. Community gardens can bring a positive 
presence of people into formerly vacant lots, transforming not 
just the soil, but also the neighborhood.

Healthier People, Healthier Planet
It doesn’t get any more local than your front yard or neighbor-
hood. Growing some portion of your own food can save money, 
and we reduce the amount of food traveling thousands of miles 
to our tables. Growing food encourages us to appreciate the 
earth and see how its health is connected to our own.

In city neighborhoods, access to fresh organic food is often 
limited. People of color and poor people are most affected – forcing 
them to either travel long distances or go without. Community 
gardens can produce healthy vegetables affordably. 

Growing Justice and Empowerment
Working with your neighbors on community projects often 
highlights problems in city policies. For example, Syracuse 
no longer has an adopt-a-lot program. In the past this pro-
gram turned empty lots into productive community gardens. 
As more people become interested in starting gardens we can 
work together to create municipal policies that better meet our 
community’s needs. 

In growing our own food we take pride in and control over 
a basic necessity. This can be a stepping stone for taking back 
control over other areas of our lives. It’s a model of a more 
just and sustainable way of meeting our needs. 

Local Resources to Get Started
Syracuse Grows: groups.google.com/group/syracusegrows 
Edible Gardening CNY: www.egcny.org 
Cornell Cooperative Extension: www.cce.cornell.edu, 315-
424-9485 (Syracuse office)
CNY plantcycle: groups.yahoo.com/group/cnyplantcycle/

                            Available
              (Laid Off    -     23 Years at SU Bookstore)
   Would enjoy position as Residence Counselor, 
Substitute Teacher, any Retail related activity, super-
visor, shipping receiving, buying selling. Can tutor 
in Math, Social Sciences, Art, HTML, Excel, Guitar, 
Electric or Upright Bass. I am forthright, unpreten-
tious, a very good listener.
                 Contact for Resume or more info - 
David Goldman   (315) 474-1747   dbgoldman@gmail.com

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Contact for Resume or more info -
David Goldman  (315) 474-1747  dbgoldman@gmail.com

Ramos Renovations
Carpentry, drywall,  painting, 

siding, roofing, landscaping,  new 
lawns, trees, walks, patios,  grading, 

excavating. Insured. References.

508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210
Rufino Maya Ramos  476-7175
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Obama Speech / from cover

performance, consistently place financial
values ahead of life values.

We have been measuring economic 
performance against GDP, or gross domestic 
product, which essentially measures the rate 
at which money and resources are flowing
through the economy. Let us henceforth 
measure economic performance by the indica-
tors of what we really want: the health and 
well-being of our children, families, com-
munities, and the natural environment.

Like a healthy ecosystem, a healthy 
twenty-first-century economy must have
strong local roots and maximize the benefi-
cial capture, storage, sharing, and use of 
local energy, water, and mineral resources. 
That is what we must seek to achieve, 
community by community, all across this 
nation, by unleashing the creative energies 
of our people and our local governments, 
businesses, and civic organizations.

Previous administrations favored Wall 
Street, but the policies of this administra-
tion henceforth will favor the people and 
businesses of Main Street–people who are 
working to rebuild our local communities, 
restore the middle class, and bring our 
natural environment back to health.

• We will strive for local and national 
food independence by rebuilding our local 
food systems based on family farms and 
environmentally friendly farming methods 
that rebuild the soil, maximize yields per 
acre, minimize the use of toxic chemicals, 
and create opportunities for the many young 
people who are returning to the land.

• We will strive for energy independence 
by supporting local entrepreneurs who are 
creating local businesses to retrofit our
buildings and develop and apply renew-
able-energy technologies.

• It is a basic principle of market 
theory that trade relations between nations 
should be balanced. So-called free trade 
agreements have hollowed out our national 
industrial capacity, mortgaged our future 
to foreign creditors, and created global 
financial instability. We will take steps
to assure that our future trade relations 
are balanced and fair as we engage in the 
difficult but essential work of learning to
live within our own means.

• We will rebuild our national infra-

structure around a model of walkable, 
bicycle-friendly communities with efficient
public transportation to conserve energy, 
nurture the relationships of community, and 
recover our farm and forest lands.

• A strong middle-class society is an 
American ideal. Our past embodiment of 
that ideal made us the envy of the world. We 
will act to restore that ideal by rebalancing 
the distribution of wealth. Necessary and 
appropriate steps will be taken to assure 
access by every person to quality health 
care, education, and other essential services, 
and to restore progressive taxation, as well 
as progressive wage and benefit rules, to
protect working people.

concentration of banking power. We will 
restore the previous system of federally 
regulated community banks that are lo-
cally owned and managed and that fulfill
the classic textbook banking function of 
serving as financial intermediaries between
local people looking to secure a modest 
interest return on their savings and local 
people who need a loan to buy a home or 
finance a business.

And last, but not least, we will imple-
ment an orderly process of monetary reform. 
Most people believe that our government 
creates money. That is a fiction. Private
banks create virtually all the money in cir-
culation when they issue a loan at interest. 

The money is created by making a simple 
accounting entry with a few computer 
keystrokes. That is all money really is, 
an accounting entry.

My administration will act immedi-
ately to begin an orderly transition from 
our present system of bank-issued debt 
money to a system by which money is 
issued by the federal government. We 
will use the government-issued money 
to fund economic-stimulus projects that 
build the physical and social infrastruc-
ture of a twenty-first-century economy,
being careful to remain consistent with 
our commitment to contain inflation.

To this end I have instructed the 
Treasury Secretary to take immediate 

action to assume control of the Federal 
Reserve and begin a process of monetizing 
the federal debt. He will have a mandate to 
stabilize the money supply, contain hous-
ing and stock market bubbles, discourage 
speculation, and assure the availability 
of credit on fair and affordable terms to 
eligible Main Street borrowers.

By recommitting ourselves to the found-
ing ideals of this great nation, focusing on 
our possibilities, and liberating ourselves 
from failed ideas and institutions, together 
we can create a stronger, better nation. We 
can secure a fulfilling life for every person
and honor the premise of the Declaration 
of Independence that every individual is 
endowed with an unalienable right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

No government on its own can re-
solve the problems facing our nation, but 
together we can and will resolve them. 
I call on every American to join with 
me in rebuilding our nation by acting to 
strengthen our families, our communities, 
and our natural environment; to secure the 
future of our children; and to restore our 
leadership position and reputation in the 
community of nations.

David is co-founder and board chair of 
YES! Magazine and author of the new book, 
Agenda for a New Economy: From Phantom 
Wealth to Real Wealth, from which this article 
is excerpted.

PNL Graphic: Chad Hovey

• We will seek to create a true owner-
ship society in which all people have the 
opportunity to own their homes and to 
have an ownership stake in the enterprise 
on which their livelihood depends. Our 
economic policies will favor responsible 
local ownership of local enterprises by 
people who have a stake in the health of 
their local communities and economies. 
The possibilities include locally owned 
family businesses, cooperatives, and 
the many other forms of community- or 
worker-owned enterprises.

We will act to render Wall Street’s 
casino-like operations unprofitable. We
will impose a transactions tax, require 
responsible capital ratios, and impose a 
surcharge on short-term capital gains. We 
will make it illegal for people and corpora-
tions to sell or insure assets that they do 
not own or in which they do not have a 
direct material interest.

To meet the financial needs of the new
twenty-first-century Main Street economy,
we will reverse the process of mergers 
and acquisitions that created the current 
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Contemplation and Violence in the

Post-9/11 World
A talk by Catholic peace activist  Elizabeth McAlister

Wednesday, April 1 at 7 p.m.
Panasci Family Chapel at Le Moyne College

Elizabeth McAlister and her husband, the late Philip 

Berrigan, founded the Jonah House Community in 

Baltimore, Md., in 1973. A former nun, she lectures 

on nonviolent resistance, community, prayer and 

peacemaking throughout the U.S. and Canada and 

has written for numerous publications including 

the National Catholic Reporter, Sojourners Magazine

and Maryknoll.

The lecture is sponsored by International House alumni, the 
Center for Peace and Global Studies, and Le Moyne’s Office of 
Alumni and Parent Programs. 

This event is free and open to the public, 
with reception to follow. 

The Daniel Berrigan, S.J.,/International House Peacemaker Lecture presents:

For more information, call (315) 445-4555.
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Fair Share and 
Business as Usual
We are members of and contributors to 
SPC.

In the March 2009 Peace Newsletter, 
SPC  endorsed “Fair Share Tax Reform,” 
which seeks to raise income tax on NY 
residents earning over $250K. We feel 
that SPC’s endorsement of this proposal 
is ill-advised.

We believe in steeply progressive in-
come tax (or better yet, a wealth tax) and 
no special treatment of capital gains. We 
were labor union members until being laid 
off in the 1982 recession. We support col-
lective bargaining, single-payer universal 
health insurance and  free public education 
through university level. The organizations 
which are pushing “Fair Share Tax Reform” 
are primarily health- and public-sector 
unions which are not really concerned with 
distribution of wealth, but rather seek to 
maintain the status quo with dysfunctional 
state government spending.

Modern labor unions have abandoned 
the basic elements of class struggle and 
economic justice; one only needs to look at 
the collapse of private sector union mem-
bership to confirm that the vast majority
of working people do not recognize the 
need or value of union membership. This 
was not the case 50 years ago. In decades 
past, union members and organizers fought 
valiantly for economic justice, while today 
employer “legalities” send them running. 
Many union executives have never worked 
in their industries and have law degrees or 
MBA’s. Obviously, unions need some serious 
self-reflection and renewed militancy.

The primary motivation of “Fair Share 
Tax Reform” is to continue “business as 
usual” for New York State government. Fair 
Share Tax Reform is not transformative 
of state government in any way. Rather 
it is just more special interests seeking to 
maintain the status quo. 

Those pushing this proposal appar-
ently have not yet noticed that we are on 
the precipice of “the greater depression.” 
Remember, about 20% of NY State tax 
revenue was tied to Wall Street. Are we 
so naïve to think that in 2010 or 2012, 

Wall Street will be back to contributing 
anything even close to that number? The 
quick-fix from an income tax increase will
help close the state budget deficit in 2009,
but the gap will be even larger in 2010 and 
the state revenue problem will continue 
to get worse. 

Raising taxes in NY State does nothing 
to fix the structural inequities in the tax
system or address the billions in waste in the 
state budget. Consider how much is spent 
on prisons, the paramilitary state police, 
corporate welfare (e.g., “Empire Zones” 
for big box stores), unnecessary highway 
boondoggles, corruption and “member 
items”. Health care is important for all of 
us, but how much is wasted on needless 
bureaucracy? Fair Share Tax Reform does 
NOTHING to change these imbalances and 
provide the basis for equitable distribution 
of wealth.

Just like the federal government, a huge 
percentage of state expenditures is pure, 
unadulterated waste. New York residents 
pay combined local, state and federal taxes 
that approach European rates and when you 
add in private health insurance, day care, 
elder care and other benefits Europeans and
Canadians enjoy, our out-of-pocket costs 
are higher. Does anyone think we have 
the economic security of a European-style 
social democracy?

Ultimately, changes like “Fair Share 
Tax Reform” or Barack Obama are not real 
change.  Rahm Emanuel says “Never waste 
a good crisis.” NY State and the federal 
government are not wasting it; they are 
bailing out fat cats and bankers and dump-
ing the tab on taxpayers, their children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Unions should organize mass protests at 
this blatant economic injustice instead of 
promoting business as usual.

–Gregg & Susan Spindler
                    Cazenovia, NY

Letter to the

Evaluating 
President Obama
Editorial Note: The election of President 
Barack Obama presents an important chal-
lenge to those of us working for peace and 
social justice. The Peace Council recognizes 
the importance of acting within the current 
social and political context. There is diver-
sity of opinion among our members about 
what this means. We welcome continued 

dialogue about how we move forward as 
a movement over the coming years.

–Andy Mager

The February newsletter has much helpful 
information, but it saddened me to read 
that people think that President Obama 
has done a good job choosing a cabinet. 
[The actual quote was “Mr. Obama appears 
to have taken great care to put together 
his cabinet”  –Rev. Kevin J. Agee.] The 
reality is the president has two cabinets: 
one confirmed by Congress and a private
cabinet called “advisors.” Because we 
really don’t get all aspects of the news, 
citizens don’t know the background of 
cabinet members and/or advisors. Here 
are examples of people in the cabinet who 
should never have been appointed.

1. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has 
as much diplomatic skill as John Bolton.   
Last month in China she never mentioned 
human rights–only money, which is the 
bottom line of our country’s foreign policy.  
She is ready to blow Iran to smithereens. 
She does not always tell the truth: anyone 
who has ever been under sniper-fireorshock
and awe bombing never forgets. 

2. Attorney General Eric Holder and 
President Obama continue to use extraor-
dinary rendition (Orwellian newspeak 
for outsourced torture in hidden prisons 
overseas). Holder approves of draconian 
drug laws for nonviolent prisoners.

3. Defense (read War) Secretary Gates 
and the President use more newspeak in 
telling us that troops will be home by 
August 2010, except for up to 50,000 
troops who will remain. They will not be 
combat troops, but “trainers.” All soldiers 
are combat soldiers; the first thing soldiers
learn is how to use a gun and even high 
school ROTC students use wooden guns 
to train.  

 Iraq is an occupied country just as is 
Gaza and the West Bank, now occupied for 
60 years. Ask any Palestinian who took his 
house key with him in 1948, never to be 
able to return. The situation in Iraq is not 
better there as the President tells us. (See 
Dahr Jamail’s articles–March PNL.) 

4. The tax cheats, among them  Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner.

5. The torturers: John Brennan (see 
Jane Mayer’s book The Dark Side) and 
Gen. Dennis Blair who gave the ok to In-
donesians to masssacre people in churches 
in East Timor (see Alan Nairn’s articles on 

Letters to the

continued on page 15
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Cooperative Federal
  723 Westcott St · 401 South Ave · 800 North Salina St
  www.cooperativefederal.org

Open to anyone who lives, works, worships 
or attends school in Syracuse and all 

members of the Syracuse Peace Council

473-0244

We can help you turn this year’s tax refund 
into a home downpayment    and keep 

your dollars at work in Syracuse.

Call Susan or Greg

Buying a home doesn't have to be diffi  cult.

• HUD-approved education & counseling
• Downpayment matches
• Customized mortgages to fit your needs
• We specialize in first-time homebuyers

Regarding my Federal Income Taxes for 2007
To Whom It May Concern:
It is only with a huge reservation that I send this payment to 
the government.  You will note that I am not sending the full 
amount.

As a matter of conscience I will not voluntarily pay money 
to a government whose daily order of business is waging war. 
By paying such I would be funding those activities, thereby 
participating in the war.  I have, therefore, deducted a Token 
Amount to protest the use of my tax money in funding an il-
legal and immoral war.

51% is the proportion of the federal budget that goes to 
pay for present wars and war preparations, and for interest on 
the national debt accrued in order to pay for past wars.

Since I believe our military is the largest, and best working 
welfare system on the planet (having been active duty myself), 
I am willing to pay a part of that 51%.

Of the money I’m not paying, I will probably give a third 
to the local public school, which doesn’t have enough money 
to pay substitute teachers, a third to my town coffers, since 
Crowder can’t afford to dig drainage ditches or provide police, 
and a third to a group I will soon choose, that is working to 
promote peace.  I will get receipts.

I regret I have not, until this year, had an income high 
enough to have the privilege to pay taxes, and am doing this 
out of conscientiously objecting to Bush’s Iraq war, and the 

first Gulf War…  NOT to defraud the government.
I do this because roughly half of the federal income tax 

is used to fund the US war machine. Monstrous amounts of 
dollars which could reinvigorate our ailing health, housing, 
and school systems are instead diverted to increase the profits
of defense corporations and simultaneously destroy life. As 
federal support for education programs are slashed and more 
and more young people are told by military recruiters that the 
best way they can get a college education is to enlist, the spirit 
of our society takes a beating.  

Currently, the US government is spending at least $3.9 bil-
lion a MONTH to finance its war and occupation on Iraq, and
the US military industrial complex. I have protested in anti-war 
marches and parades both before and during this war. I continue 
to protest the war daily…in conversation; by painting anti-war 
signs on my car; in letters written to the “president”, my sena-
tors and congresspersons; with bumper-stickers and posters. The 
government’s blatant response has been to ignore my protests.

Hopefully, the decision-makers in Washington will have 
a much harder time ignoring our resistance.  This is why you 
will not receive all of that 51% of my “tax bill” which the 
government would wrongly use to pay for war.

Sincerely, and in the Cause of Peace,
–Kathleen Gilbert

Crowder, Oklahoma
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Indonesian crimes supported by the US). Dennis Blair is chief 
intelligence advisor to President Obama.

Many people whom I admire voted for Barack Obama 
with the understanding that there would be much work post- 
election; agitating, educating, organizing and communicating 
with President Obama to let him know we will not be satisfied
with four years of continuing foreign policies which began in 
the Clinton administration, worsened under George W. Bush 
and which are being followed for the most part by the current 
administration.

I recommend that readers take time to read or listen to 
Martin Luther King Jr’s prescient Riverside Church speech  
“Beyond Vietnam.”

–Cynthia Banas
                                   Vernon.NY

Letters / from page 13

SPC in Action / from page 4

Public Power Coalition Holds Mayoral 
Candidate Forum

The Public Power Coalition (PPC) – of which SPC is a member 
– continues to work with the city on municipal energy. We are 
currently trying to schedule a meeting with city officials, PPC
organizers and Source One, the company hired by the city to 
carry out a feasibility study. We have also sent letters to all the 
mayoral candidates inviting them to a public meeting on Tues-
day, March 31, 7-9 pm at the Westcott Community Center to 
discuss their positions on municipal power. Contact Jess.

SPC Participates in Fair Share Campaign 
SPC staff and activists turned out to support the Fair Share 
campaign rally on Thursday, March 4. Several hundred com-
munity members came together to call on the governor and 
state legislators to institute a modest income tax raise on NYS 
residents earning over $250,000 annually. At press time, sup-
port for this proposal appeared to be gaining.

SPC also spoke out at a related press conference organized 
by Citizen Action of NY (CANY). CANY recently released 
a report showing that people of color are disproportionately 
hurt by proposed cuts in state funding (for the report, visit 
www.citizenactionny.org). SPC supported CANY’s call for 
state legislators to integrate principles of racial justice in their 
budget planning.

Working for a Just Peace in Palestine-Israel 
CNY Working for a Just Peace in Palestine & Israel has con-
tinued meeting to develop a set of unity principles and plan for 
educational and advocacy work on this critical issue. An upcom-
ing dvd showing and discussion are scheduled for Thursday, 
April 16 at 7 pm at ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. Come 
check out Life in Occupied Palestine: Eyewitness Stories and 
Photographs by Anna Baltzer (www.annainthemiddleast.com). 
Contact Andy to learn more or get involved.

Barrie Gewanter (NYCLU), Magda Bayoumi (Islamic Society of CNY), 
Carol Baum (SPC) and Chrissie Rizzo (AFSC) were key organizers of the 
February 26 Muslim Solidarity event held at ArtRage Gallery. Photo: 
Katherine Hughes

SPC Needs You
In these difficult economic times please keep SPC in mind. Most
of our costs are pretty fixed and we make our limited financial
resources go a long way. If the economic crises have hit you, 
perhaps you’ve got more time to help expand our work. 
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

EVERY WED:  Open Figure 
Drawing. 7-10pm. Westcott Com-
munity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Crafting a Progressive    
Platform for the Next Mayor

7pm. ArtRage, 505 Haw-
ley Ave. Free/refreshments. 
andy@peacecouncil.net.

PFLAG Monthly Meet ing.  
7:30pm, First UU Church, 250 
Waring Rd. 446-5940. Helpline 
635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. Pay-
ton Temple, 1816 Midland Ave. 
476-7475. 

SUN SW Action Comm. 7pm. 
Brady Faith, 404 South Ave. 
476-7475.

PNL May Calendar Dead-
line. pnl@peacecouncil.net 
or 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Din-
ner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's Parish 
Center (enter on Winton St.), do-
nation. friendsofdorothy@twcny.
rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8pm. Westcott Community Ctr, 
826 Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org.

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-
5478, spc@peacecouncil.net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse United Neighbors  
Skunk City Neighborhood As-
sociation. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7pm. Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, 474-4821.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7pm. SPC, 
2013 E. Genesee St., 2nd flr. 
Come work on the Progressive 
PLatform for the next Mayor! 
Andy, 472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 
3pm. Hanover Sq. Meal prep. at 
noon. 728 Westcott St.  218-5481.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
Time Warner Ca ble Channel 
98, 9-11am.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Amnesty International Syra-
cuse Chapter meeting. DeWitt 
Library, Shoppingtown Mall base-
ment. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George, 
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com. 

Mayoral Candidate Forum. Public 
Power Coalition. 7-9pm. Westcott 
Community Center. See page 15. 

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 2013 
East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 
FREE PIZZA. 472-5478.

Cuban Salsa Class. Every Mon-
day, 6:30-7:30pm CFAC Dance 
Studio. $10 per session. 442.2230 
or cfac@syr.edu.

Hold DHS Accountable. Deten-
tion Task Force rally, National 
Week of Action. Details TBA.  www.
detentiontaskforce.org

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
Church of Saint Therese, 1304 
Lancaster Ave. 770-2155.

Iraq & the US – Children, Art 
& Building a Culture of Peace 
Exhibit.April 1 thru 25. W,Th, F 2-
7pm Sat. 12-4pm. ArtRage Gallery, 
505 Hawley Ave. 218-5711

Old And New Media and The 
Changing Faces Of Islam. 
Religion, Media and International 
Affairs Project (RMIA). 5-7pm. 220 
Eggers Hall, SU. Free. 

Liz McAllister Speaking for 
annual Dan Berrigan Lecture. 
7pm. Panasci Chapel, LeMoyne 
College. Free. See page 12. Dr. Strangelove. FridayFLICS 

@ ArtRage. 8pm. $5 suggested 
donation. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. 315-218-5711.

Old And New Media and The 
Changing Faces Of Islam.  220 
Eggers Hall. 9am-5pm. Panel 
Sessions 1-5. 

“Arabs Gone Wild” (Comedy 
Show). RMIA & Muslim Student 
Association. Grant Auditorium, 
SU. 8–10pm. Free.

Seed Starting Workshop. 11am-
1pm.  Bread and Roses, 162 Cam-
bridge St. RSVP 422-4924.

Iraq & the US – Children, Art 
& Building a Culture of Peace 
Opening Reception. 7pm. Free. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
315-218-5711

Reel Queer Film Festival. 7:30pm. 
Shemin Aud., SU. Free. 443-9383. 

Jane Hirshfield. Poet, nonfiction 
writer, translator.4:30pm. Hen-
dricks Chapel. SU. Free.

Control Room (Film) 4pm. 060 
Eggers Hall. SU. Middle Eastern 
Studies.

The Search. FridayFLICS @ 
ArtRage. 8pm.  $5 suggested 
donation. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. 218-5711.

Queer Family Politics: A Lecture 
by Judith Stacey. Free. 5pm.  
220 Eggers SU. 443-3983.

Take Back the Night 7-10pm. 
Hendricks Chapel. SU. Raise 
awareness about sexual, intimate 
partner and other forms of interper-
sonal violence. 443-7273.

Iraq In Fragments. FridayFLICS 
@ ArtRage. 8pm. $5 suggested 
donation. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. 315-218-5711.

Wild Birds of CNY. 7pm. Liverpool 
Public Library, 310 Tulip St. People 
for Animal Rights. Free.

Sexuality & Space: Queering 
Syracuse Lecture Series. FREE. 
5pm. 220 Eggers SU. 443-3983.

Children's Concert. 7pm. Free. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave. 
315-218-5711.

An Evening with Mike Lew. 7pm. 
Plymouth Congregational Ch, 232 
E. Onondaga St. $20. Onondaga 
Sexual Trauma Task Force. 

The Burmese Harp. FridayFLICS 
@ ArtRage. 8pm.  $5 suggested 
donation. ArtRage Gallery, 505 
Hawley Ave. 218-5711.

Onondaga Community Sexual 
Trauma Task Force ½ Day Work-
shop with Mike Lew. 8:30am-noon. 
Cost: $20. Tucker Missionary 
Baptist church, 515 Oakwood Ave. 
RSVP Vera House 425-0818.

Onondaga Community Sexual 
Trauma Task Force. Workshop 
with Mike Lew, 8am-4pm. $20. 
509 W. Onondaga St. Registration 
necessary. RSVP 425-0818.

National Day of Silence: Loud & 
Proud Rally. 4:45pm. Hendricks 
Chapel Steps. SU. 443-3983. 

Living with HIV/AIDS - A Panel 
Discussion. 9pm. 207 Hall of Lan-
guages. SU. Free. 315-443-3983.

Catching Rain: Green Infra-
structure in CNY. 6pm. The 
MOST. Free/Refreshments. 
amwester@syr.edu.

Focus the Nation Teach-In on 
Climate Change Solutions. 
11am-2pm. Life Sciences Com-
plex. SU. 443-9726.

Weekly Peace Outreach 4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 11, Northern Lts 
Shopping Center. 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 4:45-
5:30 pm S. Salina St. and E. 
Colvin St. (Southside).

Weekly Peace Outreach 
4:45-5:30 pm Teall Ave. & Rt. 
690. 472-5478.

Weekly Peace Outreach 4:45-
5:30pm Adams St. and Rt. 81. 

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
Church of Saint Therese, 1304 
Lancaster Ave. 770-2155.

EVERY SATURDAY:  Peace 
Outreach. 9-10 am. Regional 
Market, Park St. 472-5478.

DVD: Life in Occupied Pal-
estine: Eyewitness Stories 
and Photographs. 7 pm. 
ArtRage,505 Hawley Ave. Free. 
472-5478. See page 15.

Onondaga Land Rights and 
Our Common Future. Wendy 
Gonyea and Andy Mager. 7pm. 
The Other Side, 2011 Genesee 
St., Utica. Free. 

Progressive Coalition. 5:30-
7pm. SPC, 2013 E. Genesee St., 
2nd flr. Andy, 472-5478.

"Sustainacuse" Annual Earth 
Day Celebration. 11am-6pm. 
Thornden Park. Jasmine 845-532-
3290 or jlkosone@syr.edu.

Saturday and Sunday: Spirit of 
Lacrosse Arts and Crafts Fair. 
10am-5pm. Onondaga Arena, Rt. 
11, Nedrow. Crafts and music by 
Cornbred, Atsiaktonkie (Sat) and 
the Sandy Bigtree Band (Sun). Free. 
www.wheretheyplaygames.com.

Upstate NY Anarchist Consulta. 
2-8pm. Women's Info, 601 Allen St. 
Syracuse Solidarity Network.

Pride and Joy Families Weekend 
Conference. Fri.-Sat. Utica. Fee. 
www.prideandjoyfamilies.org.

ACTS Spring Banquet. 6pm. 
Holiday Inn, Electronics Pkwy. 
$50. 254-6198

SPC Anti-Wars Comm. Mtg. 
7pm. SPC, 2013 E. Genesee St., 
2nd flr. Jessica, 472-5478.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar
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