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Uri Avnery

At long last we have come to a moment of sanity, an end to the 
terrible bloodbath which shocked people all over the world and 
aroused them to come out in protest on the streets of cities across 
the globe – including on the streets of Israel. 

But the bloodshed might burst out, even more terribly, should 
the Israeli government persist in the folly of ignoring the main 
fact. Hamas was, and remains, the dominant power in the Gaza 
Strip, even when its military power was damaged – due to its 
strong base of support among the Palestinian population. There 
is no solution – either to the immediate and urgent problems or 
in the longer range – without talking to Hamas, either through 
mediators or directly.

Israeli troops must stay out of Gaza, the siege ended and 
the passages to the outer world opened widely. The inhabitants 
of Gaza, like those of every other place in the world, have the 
full right to leave their country and return to it by land, sea, and 

air; and to revive and develop their economy by exporting their 
produce and importing whatever they need, without asking for 
anybody’s permission.

Last year’s ceasefire did not collapse, because there was no
real ceasefire to start with.The main requirement for any authentic
ceasefire is the opening of the border crossings. There can be no
life in Gaza without a steady flow of supplies. But the crossings
were not opened, except for a few hours now and again. The 
blockade on land, on sea and in the air against a million and a 
half human beings was an act of war, as much as any dropping 
of bombs or launching of rockets. 

The Power of Propaganda
In this war, as in any modern war, propaganda played a major 
role. The disparity between the forces, between the Israeli army 

continued on page 13

January 3, 2009 in Tel Aviv. Photo: Activestills.org
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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/
social justice organization. We are community-based, autonomous 
and funded by the contributions of our supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where 
war, violence and exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  
We challenge the existing unjust power relationships among 
nations, among people and between ourselves and the environ-
ment. As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, 
domination and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal 
empowerment, cooperation and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation 
from each other, nor can they be overcome without recognizing 
their economic and militaristic roots. SPC seeks to make these 
connections clear. We initiate and support activities that help 
build this sense of community and help tear down the walls 
of oppression. A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an 
economic system that places human need above monetary profit. 
We establish relationships among people based on cooperation 
rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each
other.  In both, we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict
resolution and to a process of decision-making that responds to 
the needs of us all.
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

From Siege to Peace: A View 
from Gaza and Beyond

Thursday, February 19 at 7:45 pm
Islamic Society, 925 Comstock Ave.

Speakers: Raed Sharif (see page 11) 
and others

Refreshments. Free. 472-5478.

Cease Fire, Cease Siege
As the Israeli air assault on Gaza became 
increasingly deadly in late December, nearly 
100 people turned out at an SPC emergency 
demonstration to express our outrage and 
sadness at the carnage underway.

The following week, working with the 
Islamic Society of Central New York and 
the Muslim American Society Al Huda 
Mosque, a much larger group of at least 
300 people again protested at the Syracuse 
Federal Building. Both protests attracted 
significant media attention, helping to
provide a small correction to the strong 
pro-Israel bias in the US media.

It has been decades since SPC did 
more than respond to moments of intense 
crisis such as this in the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict. We hope this latest round of
organizing can become a more consistent 
effort working for a complete end to Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza 
and the creation of a viable independent 
Palestinian state. Contact Andy. 

SPC’s Iraq Organizing         
is Evolving

As the situation in the Middle East contin-
ues to be volatile, SPC’s Iraq Committee 
is moving ahead with local organizing 
efforts. We will maintain our focus on 
Iraq, while also increasing our attention 
to Afghanistan. We will continue to make 
the connections between the global (US 
actions in the Middle East) and the local 
(budget cuts, poverty and violence). In 
March, we will offer educational events 
on war tax resistance. In April, we hope to 
share information on LaOnf, an amazing 
network of Iraqi organizations organizing 
nonviolently for peace in Iraq. 

Nationally, there are plans for spring 
demonstrations in Washington and NYC. 
In March, protests will mark the beginning 
of year seven of the US occupation in Iraq. 
Look for information soon on both national 
and local events. We also hope to support 
United for Peace and Justice’s call for an 
April 4 mobilization in NYC to End War 

and Fund Human Needs (commemorating 
the famous April 4, 1967 Riverside Church 
speech of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 
assassination one year later).

To get involved with local organizing 
efforts, contact Carol or Jess.

Strike for Peace – March 1
Get your team together now for SPC’s annual 
Strike for Peace Bowlathon! Registration 
forms, flyers and pledge sheets are available
on the SPC website (www.peacecouncil.
net/bowl). We will once again be bowling 
at Flamingo Bowl in Liverpool. Sign-in for 
the first session begins at noon, for bowling
12:30-2:30 pm. Afternoon sign-in begins 
at 2:30 pm, for bowling 3-5 pm. 

We highly encourage outrageous 
costumes and team names (“Pre-emptive 
Strike” was a favorite last year). Prizes 
will be offered for team spirit, most age 
diversity on a team, creative names and 
costumes and more. Teams should be 4-6 
people; individuals are welcome – we’ll 
match you with a team. Entry fee is $15 
for adults, $10 for kids 12 and under, and 
includes two games plus shoes. Contact 
Jessica.

Reaching Out to Students
On January 16 SPC participated in the first
Service Fair at Manlius Pebble Hill School, 
speaking to dozens of students interested 
in supporting our work. Several students 
remarked that the SPC display seemed very 
different from that of the other “service” 
organizations.

We’re looking forward to working 

Nura Jaber of the Muslim American Society Masjid Al-Huda Mosque speaks at the January 9 
Syracuse demonstration calling for an end to the siege of Gaza. Photo: Carol Baum
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continued on page 12

with a new group of college interns this 
semester. Caragh Frye, a Le Moyne com-
munications major, is working with us 
on event planning, including the March 
1 Bowlathon and exploratory work for a 
potential summer music and crafts festi-
val. Another Le Moyne student, Brandon 
Clarke, will work with us on various video 
projects. As we go to press we’re also 
finalizing internship arrangements with
Stella Adegite, President of the Caribbean 
Students Association at SU.

Congress Comes to SPC
The Syracuse Peace Council doesn’t be-
lieve that fundamental social change will 
come via the ballot box or through lob-
bying. Nonetheless, we find ourselves in
a new political environment. For the first
time in memory we have a congressional 
representative who understands that we 
are an important constituency and cares 
what we think.

told Dan that an increased military pres-
ence in Afghanistan was counterproductive 
and would lead to the US empire facing 
the same fate as the British and Russians 
before us. He agreed with us “in terms of 
emphasis,” but argued that “there may be an 
appropriate military mission in Afghanistan. 
There is none in Iraq.”

We also pushed Dan on the need to 
drastically reduce military spending. While 
sympathetic to some reductions in such 
spending, Dan clearly sees part of his job 
as protecting and supporting the military 
related industries in his district such as 
Sensis, Martin Marietta and the Syracuse 
Research Corporation. 

Dan expressed his lack of expertise 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Given
the current Israeli assault on Gaza, and the 
centrality of this conflict to other Middle
East issues, this is an area on which follow 
up is particularly needed.

In response to statements about US 
policy in Latin America, Dan promised to 
be an original co-sponsor of the new bill 
to close the School of the Americas. He 
also expressed sympathy with our concerns 
about the need to restructure “free” trade 
agreements and to reform US immigra-
tion policy.

Dan was interested in SPC’s Neigh-
bors of the Onondaga Nation project and 
told us he’s already working to arrange 
a meeting with the sovereign Onondaga 
government.

An area that clearly will require 
more time with Dan is nuclear power. 
He expressed support for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons, but sees nuclear power 
as a better alternative than coal to generate 
electricity, citing “only one” accident in the 
decades of nuclear power operation in the 
US. He was unfamiliar with issues related 
to uranium mining and processing.

We cannot predict how things will de-
velop. We’ll never rule out the prospect of 
“sitting in” in Dan’s office with important
demands. However, it is certainly a new 
day when our congressional representa-
tive agrees with us on some of the issues 
so important to us, and takes the time to 
listen about the others.

Activist Appreciation 
Amber Coon

There are some people who are always 
willing to take on one more task – and 
who get it done, despite ridiculously busy 
lives of work and organizing. That’s Amber 

Coon. Always working a variety of jobs, 
she’s also active in the Syracuse Animal 
Rights Organization, currently coordinates 
tabling efforts for the Military Alternatives 
Education Project, and has actively partici-
pated in SPC’s antiwar efforts. Amber’s 
passion and commitment combined with 
her reliability and consistency make her 
a dynamic and effective activist. We’re 
thankful that Amber chooses to share some 
of her time and energy with SPC.

Amber joins with dozens of other SPC activists 
to block traffic as an expression of outrage at the 
continuing US War in Iraq on March 19, 2008, 
the 5th anniversary. Photo: Michael Greenlar

A group representing the many programs 
of SPC met with Dan Maffei at our office
on December 31, before he took office as
the representative of the 25th Congressional 
District. John Burdick, Barbara Humphrey, 
Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Lindsay 
Speer and Ann Tiffany met with Dan and 
his District Director Mike Whyland in 
an informal and wide-ranging discussion 
about SPC’s history, current programs 
and concerns.

We focused much of our attention on 
the relationship of the US to the rest of 
the world, encouraging Dan to promote 
cooperation rather than unilateralism. We 

Then candidate, now Congressman, Dan 
Maffei looks at materials on the Iraq Veterans 
Against the War table at SPC’s 2006 Birthday 
Celebration. Photo: Ray Trudell

Help Organize on the 
Economy

About 30 people attended Isador Walliman’s 
presentation on building a social economy. 
If you are interested in joining a core group 
to keep this effort moving, contact Jessica 
at SPC. Isador’s presentation energized 
those who came, and notes will be sent out 
soon. In the meantime, people have been 
adding to the wiki (http://syracuse-economy.
wikispaces.com/), so check it out.  

Celebrate Change and   
Make it Real

SPC’s January Monthly Program was an 
inspiring and thought-provoking gathering 
attended by a diverse group of 50 people. 
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The Strongest Leader
We Could Have Elected Now
Reverend Kevin J. Agee

On January 20, 2009, 80 years after the birth of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., nearly 41 years after his assassination and 45½ years after 
the “I Have a Dream” speech at the March on Washington, Barack 
Obama became the 44th President of the United States of America. 
It would be difficult, if not impossible, for anyone to trivialize the
significance of what President Obama has accomplished.

In the year he was born, he would not have been able to vote 
in many of the states that he won in the 2008 election because of 
his race. Many African Americans, including me, did not think 
we would live to see this day. How powerful it was to witness 
Mr. Obama paraphrase Dr. King’s “I’ve Been to the Mountain 
Top” speech as he rendered his acceptance speech. Just as 
powerful was the sight of icons of the Civil Rights Movement 
shedding tears of joy. While this historic event has the potential 
to advance race relations in this country by light years, we must 
clearly understand that we have not yet reached the Promised 
Land. The bitter battles of both the primary with Senator Hillary 
Clinton and the general election with Senator John McCain have 
demonstrated that racism is alive and well in the US.

Race is not the only factor that makes this election so signifi-
cant. President Obama’s experience and skills as a community 
organizer enabled him to raise more campaign funds than any 
political candidate in history. Refusing to accept any public 
money, he did not rely primarily on wealthy corporate types and 
special interest groups to raise his funds. Instead, those donations 
came primarily from ordinary people who may have only been 
able to afford gifts of $5, $10 or $25. 

Mr. Obama’s campaign strategy sent a clear message that all 
people are important and that perhaps there is a possibility that we 
may one day see a government that is truly “of the people, by the 
people and for the people.” His election sends a strong message 
that all people, regardless of their background or standing in life, 
have hope. Yes, we can far exceed the expectations of others.

While I do believe we have elected the strongest leader we 
could have elected at this point in history, I also believe we must 
be careful not to have unrealistic expectations. Mr. Obama will 
be more closely scrutinized than any prior President, simply 
because he will be the first African American to serve in that
capacity. However, we must remember that he is inheriting a 
colossal mess. Not the least of his concerns will be an abysmal 
economy and two wars. Mr. Obama appears to have taken great 
care to put together his cabinet. He began working on a plan for 
the economy before taking office. Still, it is imperative that all
US citizens bear something in mind. These problems did not 
develop overnight nor can we expect our new President to solve 
them overnight. We have elected a President, not a Savior.

Rev. Agee is Pastor of Hopps Memorial CME Church and President 
of the Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse (ACTS).

We All Need to be Counted 
Louise Poindexter
President Obama’s election is certainly something historical, and 
that is a fact we should neither forget nor dwell upon as we move 
forward. I only wish him the best as he begins his presidency and 
tries to move us out of the mess we find our country and world
in. Before looking towards the future, we all need to reflect on
the past eight years to learn valuable lessons.

George W. Bush left us in a pathetic mess. It is no wonder we 
were driven down when our leaders let their own selfish interests
come before those of other citizens of the US and the world. 
This was all perfectly evident in Bush’s final press conference.
His attitude was clearly “what did you want me to do?” as he 
reflected on the past eight years and made light of the mistakes
that cost so many people their lives and livelihoods.

Hurricane Katrina is an accurate portrayal of the ineptitude 
that President Obama will have to overcome. Where was the 
“bailout” when so many suffered amid Katrina’s devastation? 
The banks and car companies got their money quickly.

Finally, people got tired, some people did wake up, and 
the outcome was Obama’s election. By that point, people knew 
something was not right – they did not want to head further into 
the dump.

While I am happy that Obama was elected President, I do 
not stand very hopeful because of the difficult state of affairs he
faces. I also fear that US citizens want the quick fix and will get
frustrated when things don’t change quickly. I believe President 
Obama understands how things are supposed to run; I only pray 
and hope that we all provide the space and allow him the op-
portunity to mend our tattered nation and globe.

Louise Poindexter holding forth on the bus during the Syracuse stop of the 
2006 Equal Justice for All tour. Photo: Carol Baum

MAKING HISTORY, THEN MAKING CHANGE

continued on next page bottom right

Louise is a community activist in the city of Syracuse and the world 
in general. She is a concerned citizen that wants people to stand up 
for their rights and the rights of others.
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All Counted / from previous page

We all need to learn from the recent 
past. We have witnessed so many hard-
ships and government blunders – Katrina, 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, a faltering 
economy, etc. – and we need to ask how 
this became normal and why we were not 
outraged. Were we brain dead? Many of 
us were outraged, but not enough of us. 
President Obama is trying to hold all of 
us accountable and responsible to move 
forward and bring forth the change needed. 
We need to listen to that and react when 
something feels wrong, not wait until we 
hit the bottom. We all need to be counted 
and our voices must be heard.

Bruce is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at 
Syracuse University and Adjunct Professor 
of Social Science at Onondaga Community 
College.

only afford four cans of beer and a quarter 
tank of gas for their pickup trucks. They 
voted their wallet over race.

3) The McCain/Palin Factor
John McCain’s selection of Sarah Palin 
as his running mate may have doomed his 
presidential quest. Had McCain selected 
a better qualified running mate he might
have won. 

4) The Hillary Clinton Factor
Had Senator Hillary Clinton chosen to 
feed the hurt and resentment that many 
women felt after she lost the Democratic 
nomination and not actively campaigned for 
Obama, McCain might have won despite 
the Palin factor.

5) The al-Qaida Factor
McCain promised more war in Iraq while 
Obama promised to end the war. Osama Bin 
Laden’s al-Qaida remained silent. Having 
successfully attacked two US embassies in 
Africa and the U.S.S. Cole before the Twin 
Towers, al-Qaida clearly had the capacity to 
attack an American interest somewhere in 
the world during the election season. Such 
an attack would likely have re-elevated 
national security in the election and got 
McCain elected president. Whether under 
pressure from moderate Arab states, the 
possibility of negotiations with a new US 
administration or other reasons, the thunder-
ing silence of al-Qaida was loud. It allowed 
the economic crisis, Obama’s strong suit, 
to remain the primary concern of American 
voters, leading to Obama’s election. 

6) The Grandmother Factor
The death of Obama’s grandmother within 
two weeks of the election provided US 
voters with the opportunity to witness the 
genuine connection between them. He sus-
pended his campaign to return to her ailing 
bedside in Hawaii. The repeated televising 
of the face of his kindly-looking, dare I say 
“white” grandmother, reminded America 
that Obama was not solely, only “black.” 
However subconsciously, I believe this gave 
some white Americans an affirming hook on
which to identify with Barack Obama and 
reduced the power of the Reverend Wright-
associated, angry black man attacks.

7) The Youth Factor
While Americans voted roughly 53% to 
47% for Obama over McCain, youth 30 

How Barack Obama Became President
Bruce R. Hare 

When President Barack H. Obama took the 
oath of office on January 20, 2009,America
took a giant step toward becoming a post 
racial “deracialized” society. 

The elevation of an African American/
“black” man to the highest office in the
land is an event of historic proportion that 
many thought impossible. His election has 
elicited renewed hope, tears of joy and af-
firmed for an aging civil rights generation
and the ancestors that their blood, sweat 
and tears were not shed in vain. 

Few people saw this moment coming. 
It seemed an overnight sensation, as if it 
came out of the clear blue sky. I offer seven 
factors, each of which I believe alone, or 
in combination, could have altered the 
outcome of this election.

1) The Obama Factor
Rarely in US history has there been a 
candidate with such a combination of charisma 
and credential. President Obama’s stellar 
credentials include: Harvard Law School 
graduate and former editor of the Harvard 
Law Review. His personal biography is 
compelling. He climbed as a political insider 
from the Illinois Senate through the US Senate 
to the Presidency, rather than emerging out 
of the civil rights movement as other “black” 
politicians historically have. Not since 
President Kennedy has there been such a young 
and highly educated, charismatic presidential 
candidate. This charisma, a personality gift, 
inspired followers and disproportionately 
attracted the youth to Obama. 

2) The Bush Factor
Candidate Obama’s opportunity came as 
a result of the failed presidency of George 
W. Bush. An unpopular war and a crashing 
economy brought forth a deep American 
hunger for hope and change. His unpopular 
Iraq war, assault on civil liberties, ad-
ministrative corruption and his seeming 
disconnectedness left him with among the 
lowest favorable ratings of any president 
in US History. In the end even many “Joe 
Sixpacks” found their economic reality 
check at the local store when they could 

and under voted two to one (66% to 33%) 
for Obama. Many young white voters broke 
with or convinced their parents to do the 
same. This demonstrates the emergence 
of a new generation who proved to be far 
less racialized/racist then their parents and 
elders. I think this pattern will continue and 
is a fruit of the civil rights movement. It 
is also a fruit of the school desegregation 
movement which has significantly increased
multiethnic/multiracial interaction among 
youth and made them more accepting 
and less vulnerable to stereotypes of their 
schoolmates. I believe this development 
bodes well for the future of the US, as she 
evolves from having been a slave state, then 
a segregated state, then a desegregated state 
on the road to a deracialized, integrated, 
multiethnic and pluralistic state where 
people are truly judged as individuals on 
the content of their character rather than 
the color of their skin.

Photo: KTJCM on Flickr.com
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Aggie is the co-coordinator of Beyond 
Boundaries, a local grassroots group founded 
in 1993.

SLAVERY AND OUR ROOTS
An Invitation to Dialog

Aggie Lane

Today, we as a nation may be patting 
ourselves on the back, congratulating 
ourselves for rising above racism 
and electing Barack Obama as our 
44th president. Talk show host Tavis 
Smiley warns that it is dangerous for 
us to think this historic election will 
solve the social injustice rooted in our 
slave past. It will take serious work 
to roll back 500 years of racism and 
build a fair nation. To change how 
we act, we must look at defenses that 
may sound like this:
• “It’s over; let’s not focus on its pain 

and shame; it’s stigmatizing.” 
• “They should get over it. It was 

150 years ago.”
• “My people came in the 1920s and 

so I had nothing to do with it.”
• “Slavery, Jim Crow, segregation 

were Southern things; we were 
abolitionists, part of the under-
ground railroad.”

• “Slavery doesn’t exist today. Why 
talk about it?”

• “My ancestors were penniless and 
discriminated against when they came 
but that didn’t hold them back.”

• “Why do blacks hate us?”
And it goes on and on, with many of 

the conversations in segregated groups, 
people talking in safety, many of us mis- 
and uninformed.

So how do we, as a diverse com-
munity, address slavery, its legacy and its 
persistent presence today? The powerful 
and privileged write history and provide 
the news, usually skewing it to exonerate, 
to assuage guilt and to avoid uncomfort-
able truths. How do white Northerners 
acknowledge how much they profited from
slavery? How do we all begin to flesh out
the story of slavery rooted in the North 
as well the South, of black abolitionism, 
of black revolt? How do we address not 
only sex slavery in Asia today but human 

trafficking in Central NewYork? Families
also avoid the painful, the embarrassing 
or the unprofitable. Over time family and
national myths crystallize based on half-
truths, often birthed by omission.

In late February and March, with the 
help of our co-sponsors – Le Moyne Col-
lege, the Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation, 
SU’s African American Studies Program, 
the Community Folk Art Center and Syra-
cuse Model Neighborhood Facility, Inc. 
– Beyond Boundaries and the Cultural 
Resources Council will present “Slavery 
and Our Roots: A Community Dialog.” This 
rich offering of 11 events and facilitated 
community discussions will address the 
hidden and the distorted, helping us to 
collectively think through what keeps us 
from achieving social justice, both locally 
and globally. “Slavery and Our Roots” is a 
call to explore subjects festering beneath 
the surface of our everyday lives. As we 
listen to hitherto hidden stories or uncover 
inconvenient truths, we can better grasp 
our roots – who we are today and where 
we need to go.

This Community Dialog will 
happen at various venues and will 
consist of opening and closing events 
that bracket three mini-series, each 
dedicated to an aspect of slavery. All 
events are open to the public. And, 
except for the closing celebration, 
are free. 

For full event details, see inserted 
flyer or  www.beyondboundariescny.
org or call Aggie, 315-478-4571.

Radical Black Abolitionism
Our Dialog will open with a lecture 
by author and Colgate University 
Professor Graham Hodges. “David 
Ruggles and Radical Black Aboli-
tionism in New York” uncovers the 
work of a courageous black journalist 
and abolitionist (1810-1849) whom 
historians left out of our textbooks.  

Slavery Today
This mini-series will examine cur-
rent human trafficking on three
levels – global, national and local. 
The first event is a dialog on Patri-

cia McCormick’s book Sold. This poetic 
novel focuses on a Nepalese girl bought 
by a Calcutta brothel. It is based on the 
author’s interviews with rescued Nep-
alese victims.  (The Onondaga County 
Library has copies.) The second event is 
the feature-length film “Trade” with actor
Kevin Kline and actress Alicja Bachleda-
Curus. It addresses sex-trafficking across
the US-Mexican border and features a 13 
year-old Mexican girl kidnapped and sold 
into the US as a “sex slave.” The mini-
series concludes with a panel of experts 
talking about their work locally against 
human trafficking. This program offers
an opportunity for us to understand the 
vulnerabilities that foster this predatory 
activity and learn how we might prevent 
or hinder this hideous practice.

Northern Slavery and Racism
“Northern Slavery and Racism” is a series 
of short films followed by discussions. The
first film, “Unearthing the Slave Trade,”

“Black Child” by Philip Thomas Coke Tilyard, ca. 1815-1825. 
Courtesy of the Fenimore Art Museum, Cooperstown, NY
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Slavery / from previous page
documents the struggle to save New York 
City’s African Burial Ground. In 1991 dur-
ing the construction of New York City’s 
Federal Building, excavation exposed the 
burial remains of this colonial cemetery. 
Local activist Aduke Branch will lead 
the discussion sharing her involvement 
in the movement to stop the bulldozers 
and honor the graves of her people and 
their history. 

The second event, the documentary, 
“Traces of the Trade,” follows present-day 
DeWolfe family members as they uncover 
the roots of their family’s wealth and status. 
Starting in Bristol, R.I., they trace their 
family involvement in slavery. They jour-
ney “the triangle” – from the US, across 
the Atlantic to Ghana, then to Cuba and 
back home again. Guy Swenson, a local 
DeWolfe descendant, will encourage us to 
look into our family secrets that often hide 
Northern complicity in US Slavery. And 
finally, we will watch “Teach Our Chil-
dren,” a collage of documentary footage, 
showing Northern inner city poverty and 
oppression, the 1971 Attica prison uprising 
and the ensuing brutal state assault. SUNY 
Oneonta history professor William Walker 

will lead us in discussion about the social 
conditions that keep so many people of 
color “locked away.”

Slavery’s Legacy
This series will examine how US slavery, 
although outlawed nearly 150 years ago, 
taints our society today. Its legacy cripples 
and often cuts short many African American 
lives. The first discussion, “Race, Class & 
the Creation of Power and Privilege in the 
20th Century,” exposes how the government 
and our attitudes created white suburbs 
and black ghettos. SU African American 
Studies Professor Herb Ruffin will use a 
short film clip and computer mapping in his 
presentation.  It will be a great opportunity 
to discuss the inequities between well-off 
Onondaga County townships and impov-
erished Syracuse city neighborhoods. 

The second event will explore Le Moyne 
Professor Douglas Egerton’s book chapter 
“Suspicion Only: Racism in the Early 
Republic.” It analyzes the racist theories 
embedded in the “founding fathers’” writ-
ings, ideas that are alive and well today. 

And finally, we will view images from 
the Fenimore Art Museum exhibit “Through 
the Eyes of Others, African Americans and 

Identity in American Art.” Exhibit curator 
Professor Gretchen Sorin of SUNY Oneonta 
will show us how art influences how we 
see each other. (The chapter cited above 
will be available for free and the exhibit 
catalog for sale at the opening lecture. The 
chapter is also available at www.beyond-
boundariescny.org)

The Series Closing:        
Exploring and Celebrating   
Who We Are
Our closing celebration will honor the lives 
and culture of African Americans in Syracuse. 
The evening will be full of photo memories, 
stories, song, and dance, sweetened by 
desserts in the Southern tradition.

This Community Dialog will be a 
synergy. It builds on the efforts of many 
local groups working for healing and 
consciousness-raising. It also grows out 
of Beyond Boundaries’ mission to en-
courage cross-cultural understanding and 
self-awareness. We work together to build 
the “beloved community” with lasting and 
just relationships across cultural and class 
boundaries. We hope you will join us for 
some part of the Dialog. Let’s keep going 
and let’s not turn back.

EQUAL HOUSING
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Artist: Meek

Eric is a freelance writer based in New York 
and a contributor to Foreign Policy In Focus 
where this article was original published. 
This is a digest of the full article which is at 
www.peacecouncil.net. 

Obama: Listen to Iraqi Opinion
Eric Stoner

In discussing his plans for the Iraq War 
during the presidential campaign, one 
group that Barack Obama seldom, if ever, 
mentioned as supporting his proposed 
policy was the Iraqi people.

Obama’s campaign website, which 
differs only slightly from his transition 
website, lays out very clearly what he sees 
as problematic with the Iraq War. It only 
highlights US casualties and the exorbitant 
financial cost of the war, while arguing from
a strategic perspective that the diversion 
of troops and resources to Iraq “continues 
to set back our ability to finish the fight in
Afghanistan.”

Not only is Iraqi opinion completely 
ignored, but Obama’s website actually 
blames the victim — a popular line with 
both Democrats and Republicans — by 
stating that “the Iraqi government has not 
stepped forward to lead the Iraqi people.” 
How Iraqis are supposed to take control 
of their destiny with 146,000 US troops 
— and an even larger number of US con-
tractors — in their country is apparently 
not a relevant question.

Since the war began, the Iraqis have 
been extensively polled and the results 
are telling. Below is a sampling of these 
poll results.

1) A March 2008 poll by Opinion 
Business Research found that 70% of Iraqis 
wanted foreign troops to leave. Of that 
group, 65% said they wanted the troops 
to leave “immediately or as soon as pos-
sible,” and another 13% responded “within 
six months.” Such sentiment has remained 
fairly consistent since shortly after the US 
invasion. In April 2004, for example, a 
USA Today/CNN/Gallup poll found that 
57% of Iraqis wanted the US and British 
forces to “leave immediately.”

Obama has repeatedly pledged to 
“responsibly end the war in Iraq,” convinc-
ing many of his supporters who didn’t dig 
beneath the campaign rhetoric that he was 
the “peace candidate.” Obama’s plan from 
the beginning, however, has consisted of 
withdrawing only the “combat brigades” 

over a 16-month 
period and leaving 
behind a “residual 
force in Iraq [that] 
would perform lim-
ited missions.”

2) According to 
a March 2008 poll, 
conducted by ABC 
News, only 27% of 
Iraqis said the US 
military presence 
was making over-
all security better in 
their country. If US forces were to leave 
the country entirely, 46% of those polled 
said the security situation would improve, 
while 29% said it would worsen and 23% 
believed it would remain the same.

The fact that the vast majority of Iraqis 
believe that US forces are more a cause of 
the violence in their country than the solu-
tion, and feel that they would be safer after 
we leave, renders one of the only arguments 
still made by proponents of the war for 
our continued occupation — that we are 
protecting the population and thwarting a 
wider civil war — effectively moot. 

3) In the March 2008 poll for ABC 
News cited above, when Iraqis were asked 
about the security situation in the country 
as a whole over the last six months, 36% 
said that it had improved, 26% thought that 
it had worsened, and 37% said that it had 
stayed about the same. Within the group 
that thought that security had improved, 
57% said either the Iraqi government, 
army, or police deserved the most credit 
for the improvement, while only 4% said 
US forces.

Looked at another way, less than 1.5% 
of Iraqis credit the increased number of US 
troops in their country with an improvement 
in security. Such results must be almost 
unintelligible to anyone who has relied 
on the glowing portrayal of the so-called 
“surge” in Iraq by the government and the 
mainstream media. 

4) In the same poll, when asked about 
how they would like their territory to be 
structured politically, 66% of the Iraqis 
said they wanted to have “one unified Iraq
with [a] central government in Baghdad,” 
23% preferred “a group of regional states 
with their own regional government and a 
federal government in Baghdad,” and only 
9% said they wanted to divide “the country 

into separate independent states.”
Vice President-elect Joe Biden’s plan 

— which he apparently still supports — to 
divide Iraq along ethnic and sectarian lines 
made him a very unpopular choice for vice 
president with Iraqis. In an op-ed for the 
New York Times in 2006, he and Leslie Gelb 
of the Council on Foreign Relations argued 
that Iraq should “establish three largely 
autonomous regions with a viable central 
government in Baghdad. The Senate then 
passed a non-binding resolution endorsing 
Biden’s plan in the fall of 2007.

Obama didn’t vote on the measure; 
however, he never denounced the plan as 
being at odds with Iraqi opinion. 

5) An August 2007 poll conducted 
by KA Research found that 63% of Iraqis 
preferred that their country’s oil reserves 
“be developed and produced by Iraqi 
state-owned companies,” including a 
majority from every geographical, ethnic, 
and sectarian group.

At the beginning of 2007, President 
Bush made the passage of an “oil law” one 
of his 18 “benchmarks” for the Iraqi gov-
ernment. Despite being regularly described 
as an agreement to ensure the equitable 
distribution of oil revenues, the legislation 
would effectively privatize the vast majority 
of Iraqi’s oil reserves.  While this was the 
only war-funding bill that Obama voted 
against during his tenure in the Senate, he 
always supported the benchmarks as the 
correct guideposts to measure the Iraqi 
government’s political progress. 

It would not be hard for the incom-
ing administration to assuage the Iraqis’ 
fear that the US will not leave until it has 
opened up their country’s vast oil reserves 
to foreign corporations. Whether Obama 
is listening to the Iraqi people, however, 
is the question.

Iraqi citizens show their purple fingers after the country’s first 
parliamentary elections December 15, 2005. Will their voices be heard by 
the New Administration? Photo: Lance Corporal Michael J. O’Brian, www.
defendamerica.mil.
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Standing with Targeted Immigrants
Plymouth Congregational Church United 
Church of Christ of Syracuse reaffirmed our
commitment as a sanctuary congregation 
with a vote last June to sign the national New 
Sanctuary Movement covenant. In doing so, 
we took a public, moral stand for immigrant 
rights and committed ourselves to work to 
protect immigrants against hate, workplace 
discrimination and unjust deportation; and 
reveal through education and advocacy the 
actual suffering of immigrant workers and 
their families.  Plymouth Church was joined 
by the social justice office of the Roman

over 10 states across the country that have 
made similar commitments. 

“The new sanctuary covenant has given 
us a deeper connection to faithfully living 
out a response to all the Biblical stories of 
sojourn, flight, and vulnerability and given
us a way to form inspiring relationships 
with the courageous people in our region 
who are so key to food production and basic 
services in our economy,” says Michael 
Hungerford, a member of Plymouth’s im-
migration prayer and study group. 

This covenant combines a faith response 
to the call for radical hospitality with the 
beliefs that immigrant families, especially 
those with US born children, have the right 
to remain together, and that the sacred 
ground of houses of worship shall not be 
violated by secular authorities.  

Though the congregation has not 
entered into a formal partnership with a 
particular immigrant family, this commit-
ment continues to animate various activities 
including praying regularly in worship for 
local families; directly supporting  families 
with clothing, food, housing, banking and 

spiritual care;  
letter writing 
in support of 
those going be-
fore immigration 
court; hosting vari-
ous films on immigra-
tion; hosting and participating in various 
actions of the CNY Detention Taskforce; 
and convening a coalition of various faith 
communities to raise awareness about 
those suffering from current immigration 
policy.  

The congregation continues its discus-
sion about the prospect of physically hosting 
a family in our building in an emergency 
situation.   In seeking to influence the cur-
rent policy debate, the congregation will act 
in coalition with other local organizations 
in the months ahead to call on the new 
President and new Congress to end the 
raids and deportations and create humane 
immigration reform. To learn more, contact 
Plymouth Church at 474-4836.

–Craig Schaub
Pastor, Plymouth Congregational Church

Catholic Diocese 
of Syracuse in 

signing this 
covenant 
at an in-
terfaith 
worship 
service 
in Sep-

t e m b e r 
2008. We 

join at least 
35 networks in 

Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941   
eegray@syr.edu     
http://lectures.syr.edu

Natural sciences writer and innovation consultant Janine Benyus envisions solar cells that mimic 
leaves, agriculture that models a prairie, and businesses that run like redwood forests. These and 
other sustainable solutions created by emulating nature’s designs and processes are imagined 
within biomimicry.  Benyus’s book “Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired By Nature” (HarperCollins, 1997) 
established biomimicry as an emerging discipline. Benyus is the co-founder of the Biomimicry Guild, 
a global ecosystem of individuals and organizations dedicated to helping innovators learn from 
and emulate natural models, and to create products, processes, and policies that create conditions 
conducive to life. A multimedia presentation will accompany Benyus’ lecture. The lecture is sponsored 
in cooperation with the L.C. Smith College of Engineering and the Syracuse Center of Excellence in 
Environmental and Energy Systems

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by NatureJANINE BENYUS

biologist, founder of biomimicry institute
March 3, 2009*
4:00 pm, Hendricks Chapel
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Raed is a Gaza native who is currently a 
Ph.D. Candidate in Information Science and 
Technology at Syracuse University.

Consequences of Israel’s Barbaric Assault 
on Gaza 
Raed M. Sharif

Israel may have pulled out its tanks and 
troops from Gaza, but the significant physi-
cal and psychological scars it caused will 
remain for years to come. While the physi-
cal damage can be overcome in the next 
few years with financial support from the
international community, the psychologi-
cal damage will take decades and different 
kinds of resources to overcome. The stories 
of traumatized and frustrated people of 
Gaza will continue to be 
told to remind the world 
of its shameful silence 
during the barbaric war 
and also to remind us of 
our ethical responsibility 
after the war.

According to medi-
cal and United Nations 
sources in Gaza, 1315 
people were killed and 
more than 5000 were 
injured. Of those who 
were killed in the four 
weeks of the Israeli inva-
sion, 410 were children 
under 12 years old, 104 
women, more than 200 
elderly people, 15 first-
aid staff and 4 journalists. 
The people of Gaza are 
still discovering more 
bodies under the rubble 
and, sadly, in some cases they find entire
families who were killed together. Accord-
ing to Al-Jazeera, 13 families of more than 
five members were killed together during
the war on Gaza.

Add to these numbers the tens of 
thousands of people whose houses were 
destroyed or had to evacuate their homes. 
According to the same sources, more than 
5,000 houses and businesses were com-
pletely destroyed and more than 20,000 
partially destroyed. Mosques, schools and 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) buildings 
were not safe as well. Fifty-one mosques, 
almost a dozen schools and several UNRWA 

buildings were heavily damaged.

My Father’s Question to You
When telling me about the story of our 
house, my dad wanted me to ask Ameri-
cans: how would you feel if, while sitting 
in the comfort and safety of your house, 
you receive a phone call asking you to 
leave the house in an hour? What would 
you do if there were four families (22 
people) living there? What would you tell 
the children?

of playing with their toys and reading their 
books, like children their age around the 
world, her 6 and 8 year old kids were guessing 
whether the last bomb was a tank or F-16 
bomb based on the sound and magnitude. 
After the assault ended her children told 
her that they “missed” the sounds of the 
fighting. Is that what children their age are
supposed to talk and think about?

What medical problems will the 
people of Gaza face as a result of weapons 
prohibited by international law such as 

phosphoric bombs or depleted 
uranium weapons? What kind 
of future is waiting for those 
who lost most or all of their 
families? Could this really 
make Israelis safer?

What About the 
Children?
Throughout the Israeli air war 
and invasion it was extremely 
difficult to reach my family.
After learning that my 40 year-
old cousin’s neighborhood was 
hit by Israeli tanks and F-16s, I 
her. A mother of three beauti-
ful children, I was particularly 
worried because she has heart 
disease.

She sounded very tired, 
nervous, weak and hopeless and 
started crying on the phone. This 

broke my heart and I tried to offer some 
moral support, the least I could do. While 
still crying, she told me that she just put 
her children to bed and that she looked at 
them and was afraid that she would not 
see them in the morning.

Given the experience of other Gaza 
mothers, her fear was fully warranted. 
Two weeks earlier, a mother like her put 
her five daughters to sleep in one room
thinking that this was the safest place in 
their house. While sleeping peacefully, a 
US-made bomb hit the room and the girls, 
age four to 13, were gone. It took only a 
minute and that mother was left with nothing 
but fear, tears and a hopeless heart. What 
did those innocent girls do? Nothing. They 

A boy stands before a destroyed home in Khan Yunis Refugee Camp, Gaza. The long-
term impact of the recent military assault, particularly on young people, is difficult to 
estimate and frightening. Photo: www.zoriah.net

continued on page 13

My Dad wondered whether your reac-
tion would be similar to his – evacuating 
our house on January 5 and splitting our 
family into four groups so relatives and 
friends could accommodate them. When 
my family returned after the “ceasefire”
they found significant damage to the doors
and all windows on the 2nd and 3rd floor
were destroyed. They were lucky; at least 
the house was still standing.

Although terrifying, these numbers do 
not tell the full story of these war crimes. 
The scariest and most important part of 
the tragedy is the medium and long-term 
biological and psychological impact on 
the people of Gaza. What kind of life will 
the children of Gaza have after this direct 
exposure to some of the scariest, loudest 
and deadliest state of the art weapons? A 
friend told me that during the war, instead 



12 Peace Newsletter February 2009

The four panelists were united in their belief that Obama’s elec-
tion, and the grassroots upswell which brought him to the White 
House, present valuable opportunities to realize our agenda for 
peace and social justice. The progress we make is likely more 
dependent on the effectiveness of grassroots organizing than on 
Obama himself.

A few highlights: SPC intern Aly Wane’s note to “celebrate 
and savor the moment and get back to grassroots organizing.” 
Ikaweba Bunting sharing the African perspective “I am because 
we are,” in deep contrast with US individualism. He closed by 
encouraging us to “re-aggregate the issues” rather than continue 
with the fragmented organizing currently common.

Join SPC’s Family of Pledgers
SPC is very fortunate to have over 40 people/families who commit 
to making a quarterly or monthly financial contribution. During
times of economic downturn, this is especially appreciated – it 
is income we can predict and count on. Please consider pledging 
– no amount is too large or too small – even $5 a month adds 
up over the course of a year (it would buy a carton of colored 
copy paper).  You can either do it by automatic transfer through 
Cooperative Federal or our friendly pledge card system.

Contributions are always welcome too. If you want to make 
a tax-exempt donation, contributions of $50 or more can be made 
out to the Syracuse Center for Peace and Social Justice (please 
write SPC in the memo line).

To become an SPC pledger or learn more about SPC’s 
finances, contact Carol.

SPC in Action / from page 4

SPC Retreat
SPC’s Steering Committee has organized a weekend retreat for 
Saturday, February 7 and Sunday, February 8. Our goal is 
to review our previous three-year strategic plan and create a 
new one. Saturday will focus on program – evaluating our cur-
rent program and identifying program/organizing priorities for 
the next three years. Sunday’s focus is infrastructure – such as 
finances, role of staff and membership.

Anyone who has an ongoing relationship with SPC is invited 
for all or part of the weekend. To join in the fun, contact Carol.

NEVER AGAIN 
Send your 2¢
Many believe that during its 
eight-year reign the Bush/Cheney 
administration committed war 
crimes, violated international law, 
trashed the Geneva Conventions 
and undermined the US Consti-
tution. Many believe that such 
criminal behavior should have 
consequences, that somehow 
there must be accountability.

How do you think such accountability can best be 
achieved?

 Please send your ideas, serious or otherwise, in writ-
ten or graphic form, to: 

PNL, 2013 East Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210.
The deadline is February 14. We’ll publish a selection 

of responses in the March PNL and others will be posted 
online. We will copy edit for conciseness and readability...
and excise any obscenity.

SPC’s new Steering Committee takes a break from the intense planning 
work at our first meeting of 2009. From left: Stephanie Leeds, Carol 
Baum, Ben Burdick, Andy Mager, Carole Resnick, Rose Viviano, Jessica 
Maxwell, Richard Vallejo, Herm Bieling, Jessica Azulay, Peter Sinatra, Sera 
Brown, Nick Cavanaugh, Jake Eichten and Wendy Yost. 
Photo: Andy Mager’s camera



February 2009 Peace Newsletter 13

– with its airplanes, gunships, drones, 
warships, artillery and tanks – and the few 
thousand lightly armed Hamas fighters, is
one to a thousand, perhaps one to a million. 
In the political arena the gap between them 
is even wider. But in the propaganda war, 
the gap is almost infinite.

Almost all the Western media initially 
repeated the official Israeli propaganda line.
They almost entirely ignored the Palestinian 
side of the story, not to mention the daily 
demonstrations of the Israeli peace camp. 
The rationale of the Israeli government 
(“The state must defend its citizens against 
the Qassam rockets.”) was accepted as the 
whole truth. The view from the other side, 
that the Qassams are a retaliation for the 
siege that starves the one and a half mil-
lion inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, was not 
mentioned at all.

Only when the horrible scenes from 
Gaza started to appear on Western TV 
screens, did world public opinion gradually 
begin to change.

War – every war – is the realm of lies. 
Whether called propaganda or psychologi-
cal warfare, people accept that it is right to 
lie for one’s country. Anyone who speaks 
the truth runs the risk of being branded 
a traitor.

The trouble is that propaganda is most 
convincing to the propagandist himself. 
And after you convince yourself that a lie 
is the truth and falsification reality, you can
no longer make rational decisions.

An example of this process surrounds 
one of the many shocking atrocities of this 
war: the shelling of the UN Fakhura school 
in Jabaliya refugee camp. Immediately after 
the incident became known throughout the 
world, the army “revealed” that Hamas 
fighters had been firing mortars from near
the school entrance. As proof they released 
an aerial photo which indeed showed the 
school and the mortar. But within a short 
time the official army liar had to admit
that the photo was more than a year old. 
In brief: a falsification.

War “Strategy”
In this war, Israel’s war planners believed 
that if we kill “them” disproportionately, 
killing a thousand of “them” for ten of 
“ours,” they will understand that it’s not 
worth it to mess with us. It will be “seared 
into their consciousness” (a favorite Is-
raeli phrase these days). After this, they 
will think twice before launching another 
Qassam rocket against us. The firepower
was also used to sow terror – shelling 
everything from a hospital to a vast UN 
food depot, from a press vantage point to 
the mosques.

Uri, a longtime Israeli journalist and peace 
activist, works with the Israeli peace group 
Gush Shalom. A veteran and former member 
of the Israeli parliament, he was the first
Israeli to meet with Yassir Arafat in 1982. 
This article was assembled by the PNL from 
several pieces written by Uri since the war 
began. His full writings are available at 
gush-shalom.org.

Gaza Siege / from cover “It is impossible to understand the 
viciousness of this war without 
taking into account the historical 
background: the feeling of vic-
timhood after all that has been 
done to the Jews throughout the 
ages, and the conviction that 
after the Holocaust, we have the 
right to do anything, absolutely 
anything, to defend ourselves, 
without any inhibitions due to 
law or morality.”

–Uri Avnery 

them, like an unqualified victory.
In the end, an agreement was concluded 

with the obvious terms. No country can 
tolerate its inhabitants being exposed to 
rocket fire from beyond the border, and no
population can tolerate a choking blockade. 
Therefore (1) Hamas will have to stop 
launching missiles, (2) Israel will have 
to open wide the crossings between Gaza 
and the outside world, and (3) the entry of 
arms into the Strip will be stopped (as far 
as possible), as demanded by Israel. All this 
could have happened without war, if our 
government had not boycotted Hamas.

However, the worst results of this war 
are still invisible and will make themselves 
felt only in years to come: Israel has im-
printed on world consciousness a terrible 
image of itself. Billions of people have seen 
us as a blood-dripping monster. They will 
never again see Israel as a state that seeks 
justice, progress and peace. 

were punished in this barbaric way only 
because they are Palestinians. 

The people of Gaza feel abandoned 
by the international community, including 
our Arab brothers and neighbors, because 
of the shameful silence that allowed the 
horror to continue. 

The people of Gaza have always 
been supportive of just and fair causes 
around the world and always provided 
all the support they could. I assure you 
that despite the terrible suffering we have 
experienced in the past and during this 
recent invasion, we will continue to be 
the supportive, caring and proud people 
of Gaza because we are true humans with 
precious values and beliefs.

From Gaza / from page 11

Central New Yorkers march along South Salina 
St. at the January 9 demonstration calling for an 
end to the siege of Gaza. Photo: Andy Mager

Hamas, on the other side, will assert 
that their survival in the face of the mighty 
Israeli war machine, a tiny David against 
a giant Goliath, is by itself a huge victory. 
According to the classic military defini-
tion, the winner in a battle is the army that 
remains on the battlefield when it’s over.
Hamas remains. The Hamas regime in the 
Gaza Strip still stands, in spite of all the 
efforts to eliminate it. That is a significant
achievement.

The very fact that a guerrilla force of a 
few thousand lightly armed fightersheldout
for long weeks against one of the world’s 
mightiest armies with enormous firepower,
will look to millions of Palestinians and 
other Arabs and Muslims, and not only to 
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Free and open to the public.
Contact the Office of Academic Affairs 
for more information:
315-443-2941   
eegray@syr.edu     
http://lectures.syr.edu

Eloy Rodriguez, the James A. Perkins Endowed Professor and research scientist at Cornell 
University, focuses on the importance of culture, indigenous health care systems, and health 
disparities in poor Appalachian whites, Chicano/a and Native American populations. A vocal 
advocate for science education, Rodriguez created the Kids Investigating and Discovering 
Science (KIDS) program for kindergarten through eighth-grade children in underrepresented 
populations. His studies of the genesis, discovery and application of natural organic medicines 
for breast and pancreatic cancer and Type 2 diabetes directly connects his research with 
compelling community involvement.

*Reduced-rate parking for this event is available in the Irving Avenue parking garage.

The Genesis of Natural MedicinesELOY RODRIGUEZ

scientist, educator, advocate for science education for underrepresented groups
February 17, 2009*
7:30 pm, Hendricks Chapel
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Ramos Painting
Rufino Mayan Ramos

Interior & Exterior Painting
Renovations  Drywall  Carpentry

(315) 476-7175
508 Broad St. Syracuse NY 13210

Fix New York’s Public Defense System 
The “right to counsel” means nothing if 
people who cannot afford to hire an attorney 
receive late or inadequate representation. 
New York State fails to ensure the right 
to counsel for those of little means who 
appear in its courts.

The immense cost of our broken 
public defense system can be measured 
in many ways: 
• lack of fairness in our judicial system. 
The quality of public defense varies from 
county to county and many are denied 
basic legal rights;
• harm to families. Public defense at-
torneys for parents in family court lack 
time to prepare and effectively advocate 
for their clients;
• fiscal and social costs of improper
pretrial incarceration in criminal cases. 
Lack of timely, effective advocacy leaves 
clients in jail, costing them jobs, housing 
and even custody of their children; 
• disrupted lives. Innocent people may be 
convicted, or minor offenses inflated, lead-
ing to unnecessary incarceration; and
• fiscal and social costs of ineffective sen-

tencing advocacy. Assembly line sentencing 
rather than individualized advocacy for 
appropriate disposition leads to recidivism 
instead of reentry. 

A commission appointed by former 
Chief Judge Judith Kaye set out the need 
to overhaul our county-by-county public 
defense system in 2006. The NYCLU has 
sued the State and five counties over our
unconstitutional public defense system. 
Three former Court of Appeals judges have 
said the suit is an opportunity for needed 
reform. Editorials calling for the Kaye 
reforms have appeared across the state. 
A growing list of over 200 organizations 
(including the Syracuse Peace Council), 
and many individuals statewide, support 
reform. They call for:
• an Independent Public Defense Com-
mission, and 
• a statewide, fully and adequately state-
funded public defense system.

The right to counsel cannot be ig-
nored because the economy has faltered. 
Improving public defense quality can save 
money and improve fairness. 

What can you do? 
• Tell your state representatives to create 
an Independent Public Defense Commission 
as the infrastructure needed for effective 
reform. Fund that Commission at $3 million 
dollars in 2009 and empower it to plan for 
state provision of public defense. 
• Join the Campaign for an Indepen-
dent Public Defense Commission (www.
newyorkjusticefund.org/campaign.htm or 
518-465-0519).
• Come to Albany on March 18 for 
Gideon Day, an annual lobbying event.

–Katie Blackburn and Mardi Crawford
New York Justice Fund
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MARCH 1
Fundraising Luncheon for Gaza 
Relief. 12 noon. St. Elias Church, 
4988 Rt. 173. $10 adults, $5 
children. 677-0155.

17

Free Healthy Monday Zen Medi-
tation. Lower level of Hendricks 
Chapel, SU. 5:30pm.

Exhibit: VOICES OF DIVERSITY 
thru Feb. 14. ArtRage Gallery, 505  
Hawley Ave. 218-5711. HOURS: 
W,Th, F 2-7pm, Sat. 12-4pm. 
artragegallery.org.

EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8 pm. Produced by 
SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting. 7 pm. Call for location, 
472-5478.EVERY WED:  Open Figure 

Drawing. 7-10pm. Westcott Com-
munity Center, 826 Euclid Ave. 
Fee. 478-8634.

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

From Siege to Peace: A 
View from Gaza & Beyond

7:45pm. Islamic Society, 925 
Comstock Ave. Speakers: Raed 
Sharif and others. Refreshments. 
Free. 472-5478.

PFLAG Monthly Meet ing.  
7:30pm, First UU Church, 250 
Waring Rd. 446-5940. Helpline 
635-9230. 

Syracuse United Neighbors,  
Southside Coalition. 7pm. 476-
7475. Payton Temple

SUN SW Action Comm. 7pm. 
Brady Faith, 404 South Ave. 
476-7475.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm. 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

PNL March Calendar Dead-
line. pnl@peacecoun-cil.net 
or 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit 
Dinner. 5:30-7pm, St. Vincent's 
Parish Center (enter on Winton 
St.), friendsofdorothy@twcny.
rr.com.

EVERY THURS: Talk to a Lawyer. 
6-8 pm. Westcott Comm. Ctr., 826 
Euclid Ave. Free. 478-8634.

Partnership for Onondaga Creek 
Mtg. 6pm. Brady Faith Center, 
404 South Ave. Lionel 395-3103.  
onondagacreek.org

Boxed Items are Syracuse 
Peace Council related events. 
Info: peacecouncil.net, 472-
5478 or spc@peacecouncil.
net.

Vigil Against the Death Penalty.  
Columbus Circle, 12-12:30 pm, Bill 
Cuddy, 474-7437.

Syracuse United Neighbors  
Skunk City Neighborhood As-
sociation. 6:30 pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St. 476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors West-
side Coalition. 7pm. Brown Memo-
rial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

EVERY FRIDAY: Detention Task 
Force Meeting. 9am. Plymouth 
Church, 232 E. Onondaga St. Pat 
Rector, 474-4821.

Greater Syracuse Progressive 
Coalition. 5:30-7pm. Syracuse 
Center for Peace and Social 
Justice, 2013 E. Genesee St., 
2nd flr. Andy, 472-5478.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs. 
3pm. Hanover Sq. Meal Prep. 
at noon. 728 Westcott St.  218-
5481.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time Warner 
Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the Earth. 
10pm. Time Warner Channel 98. 
People for Animal Rights.

Amnesty International Syra-
cuse Chapter meeting. DeWitt 
Library, Shoppingtown Mall base-
ment. 5:30-7pm. Rosy George, 
aisyrchapter@yahoo.com . 

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30pm. 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. 

EVERY MONDAY: Weekly Medi-
tation for Veterans. 1-2pm, Janu-
ary – May 2009. Flowering Tree 
Meditation, 470-0778.  $150.00.

Syr. Gay/Lesbian Catholics & 
Friends Mass & Potluck. 5pm. 
LocationTBA. Call 770-2155.

Monday Night Poetry–2nd & 4th Mon. 
7:30pm.  Sushi Blues, 18 Broad St., 
Hamilton. justaskrache@aol.com.

Pax Christi. 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. 446-
1693

PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 2013 
East Genesee St., 2nd floor. 
FREE PIZZA. 472-5478.

Small Business Financing. 
6-8pm. Assisi  Center,  800 
N. Salina St. Nick 473-0223, 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

Exhibit: Origami, Watercolor and 
Oriental Brush Painting. By Phil 
DeMocker and Ann Milner. Thru 
Feb. 25. Westcott Community 
Center, 826 Euclid Ave.

Book Release Reception: Ollie 
Clubb “Global Warming Solu-
tions: A Concerned Citizen's 
Guide to Climate Protection” 1pm. 
110 Moon Library, SUNY ESF.

Sierra Club Snow and Chili 
Fest. 1pm. 7426 Song Lake Rd., 
Tully. Free. RSVP: 727-0123 or 
492-4745. 

"Legal and Media Issues in the 
Nation's Largest Domestic Ter-
rorism Trials: The Oklahoma City 
Bombing." Jo Thomas. 3:50pm. 
Rm. 204, SU College of Law. 
443-9038.
Business Planning 101. 6-
8pm. Assisi Center, 800 N. 
Sal ina St. Nick, 473-0223, 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

HIV/AIDS Testing: Love YOUR-
SELF. LGBT Resource Center, SU. 
lgbt@syr.edu. 443-3983.

Healing of the Wounds of War 
Sabbath. Feb. 13-15. Fred Fusco, 
afusco@syracusediocese.org, 
470-1423. www.syrdiosocialjus-
tice.org.

Walk a Mile in My Shoes. Rescue 
Mission Benefit. 10am. Clinton 
Square. Raise awareness and 
money for homeless people. 
472-6251. rmwalk.org. 

Home Ownership Workshop. 
6-8pm. Assisi  Center,  800 
N. Salina St. Nick 473-0223, 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

Third Thursday sneak peek  at 
HOPE  IN A TIME OF TURMOIL: 
Colombia  & the art of Jafeth 
Gomez Ledesma. 5-8pm. ArtRage 
Gallery, 505 Hawley Ave.

Grant Writing for Non-Profits. 
6-9pm. Spa at 500, 500 W. 
Onondaga St. Nick  473-0223, 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

Artrage Opening  Reception: 
HOPE  IN A TIME OF TURMOIL: 
Colombia & the art of Jafeth Gomez 
Ledesma. 7-9pm. ArtRage Gallery, 
505  Hawley Ave. 218-5711. 
W,Th,F 2-7pm, Sat. 12-4pm.

Sexuality & Space: Queering 
Syracuse Lecture Series. 5pm. 
220 Eggers, SU. lgbt@syr.edu. 
443-3983.

Marketing on a Shoestring. 
6-8pm. Assisi Center, 800 N. 
Salina St. Nick  473-0223, 
nickcavanaugh@coopfed.org.

FridayFLICS@ ArtRage: Untold 
Story of Emmett Louis Till. 8pm. 
ArtRage Gallery, 505 Hawley 
Ave. $5 suggested donation. 
artragegallery.org.

FridayFLICS@ ArtRage: No 
Way Out. 8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 
505  Hawley Ave. $5 suggested 
donation. artragegallery.org.

FridayFLICS@ ArtRage: Sound-
er. 8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505  
Hawley Ave. $5 suggested donation. 
artragegallery.org.

FridayFLICS@ ArtRage: CLASSI-
FIED X. 8pm. ArtRage Gallery, 505  
Hawley Ave. $5 suggested donation. 
artragegallery.org.

February 18: Registration 
Deadline for Bowl-a-thon

SPC BOWL-A-THON
12:30-5pm. Flamingo Bowl, 
7239 Oswego Rd., Liverpool, 
Organize your team today. $15 
adults, $10 children. Don't miss 
the fun! www.peacecouncil.net/
bowl or Jessica 472-5478.

Poetry Reading: Susan Deer 
Cloud, author of The Last Cer-
emony. 7pm. Downtown YMCA, 
340 Montgomery St. www.
ymcaarts.org.

SPC Strategic Planning Re-
treat. All weekend. Contact 
carol@peacecouncil.net or 
472-5478.

26

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Open-
ing Program: Radical Black Abo-
litionism in New York. Graham 
Hodges from Colgate. 7:30pm. 
Reilly Room, Le Moyne. Free. www.
beyondboundaries.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Book 
Discussion: "Sold" Fayetteville 
Free Library, 300 Orchard St, 
Fayetteville. Free. www.beyond-
boundaries.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Film: 
"Unearthing Slave Trade" with 
activist Aduke Branch. 7pm. SU 
Warehouse, 350 West Fayette 
St. Free. www.beyondboundar-
ies.org.

SLAVERY & OUR ROOTS.  Dis-
cussion on Race, Class, Power 
& Privilege. 6pm. Community 
Folk Art Center, 805 E Genesee 
St, Free.

Syracuse Peace Coun cil
Community Calendar
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