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Not Iran: Big Lies and Double Standards
Ed Kinane

Bush and Company deny that their interest in Iran, like that in Iraq, 
is all about its vast oil reserves. No, they would have us believe 
they might attack Iran because that nation is part of the  “axis of 
evil” – because Iran is a “terrorist state” and a “nuclear threat.”

Such constantly repeated accusations are part of a grotesque 
double standard, and an exercise in the Big Lie. Who is really 
on any axis of evil? Who is really a terrorist state, a nuclear 
threat? 

Not Iran.

Iran: on the Axis of Evil?
In the last two centuries has Iran – or Persia as it was once called 
– invaded anyone? In that time the US has invaded or subverted 

all sorts of countries near and far.*
In the 1950s did Iran topple the Eisenhower government? 

No, it was the Eisenhower government, using CIA operatives 
based in the US embassy in Tehran, that toppled Iran’s populist 
and democratically-elected prime minister, Mohammed Mos-
sadegh. 

Why the coup? Because Mossadegh insisted that Western 
corporations pay more than nominal fees for extracting Iranian 
crude.

The US then imposed its puppet, Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi (backed by the SAVAK, his savage secret police), on 
that country.

In 1979 a broad swath of Iranians rose up and dethroned 

Boys on a class outing visiting the Shah’s palace in Tehran, Iran. Photo: Ed Kinane
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SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

VIDEO:
WHY WE FIGHT

Thursday, May 17, 7 pm
Westcott Community Center

826 Euclid Ave.

Filmed during the Iraq War, this 
documentary dissects the US military 
machine with a keen eye to answering 
the question: Why does the US engage 
in war? Winner of the 2005 Sundance 
Grand Jury Award.

Followed by refreshments & discussion.
FREE

compiled by Andy Mager
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Meeting with Walsh
As PNL readers know, the Local Cost of 
the War Committee has been gathering 
petition signatures calling for an immediate 
withdrawal of US troops from Iraq. On April 
10, a Peace Council delegation delivered 
over 1500 signatures to Congressman 
Jim Walsh at the Federal Building. The 
delegation, made up of Jim Resti (Peace 
Action), Sandy Sanderson, Menno Hein-
reichs, Michelle Feak, and John Burdick 
met with Walsh for 40 minutes. 

During the meeting Walsh stated he 
wanted the troops out of Iraq and that he 
agreed with the basic intent of the troop 
withdrawal bill just passed by the House. 
He did not agree with that bill’s key fea-
tures – announcing deadlines and cutting 
off funds. But he offered no alternative. 
The delegation did an excellent job of 
reminding Walsh of the parallel to Viet 
Nam: for six years an enormous number 
of soldiers and civilians died because the 
US prolonged the inevitable. Walsh did 
not deny the comparison with Iraq. At the 
end of the meeting, he said he was open 
to future visits.

The committee is developing plans to 
turn petitions in to Senators Schumer and 
Clinton and continue efforts to end the war. 
(See www.peacecouncil.net/iraq for a specific
proposal to end the US occupation.) 

–John Burdick

History tells us that 
sustained grassroots pressure 
can force policy makers to 
change. That’s what is re-
quired to bring the bloody 
and immoral Iraq War to an 
end. Join us in shedding light 
on the terrible suffering and 
recommitting ourselves to 
ending the war.

On-street parking is 
available on Salt Springs 
Rd. and nearby side streets. 
Carpooling, biking and walk-
ing are encouraged.

Dylan Tribute
to Benefit SPC

Every year Jamie Notarthomas organizes 
a tribute night on Bob Dylan’s birthday 
– May 24. This year’s tribute will be larger 
than ever and held at the Palace Theatre, 
2384 James St., Syracuse at 7 pm. Jamie 
has generously offered to share a portion 
of the proceeds with the Syracuse Peace 
Council. Come out for an energizing eve-
ning of amazing music!

Tickets at the door: $10-15 sliding 
scale, $5 for 15 and under. 

Activist Appreciation:
Dik Cool

Over SPC’s 71 year history only a few 
people have played as vital a role as Dik 
Cool. Joining the SPC staff in 1971 shortly 
after being incarcerated for two years in 
federal prison for draft resistance, Dik was 
a major force in SPC’s development over 
the next decade and more. The expansion of 
the Peace Newsletter to magazine format, 
the Peace Calendar and NVS (Nonviolent 
Studies) Films were all Dik’s “babies.”

His passion for linking the power of 
culture with organizing and activism, grap-
pling with burnout and wanting to work 
on a national level led Dik to leave SPC 
in the early 1980s to form the Syracuse 

Cultural Workers (SCW).
In the aftermath of 9-11, Dik played a 

key role in SPC’s revitalization, serving on 
the Steering and Finance Committees and 
always looking for ways SCW and SPC 
can collaborate to mutual advantage.

Work for Peace
The Westcott Community Center has an 
Americorps* VISTA position open for an 
Outreach Development Coordinator to be 
placed at the Syracuse Peace Council. Tasks 
include enhancing SPC’s outreach to youth 
on nonviolence and alternative career oppor-

A playful moment in the early years of SPC’s Burnet Ave. office, July 
1974. Dik Cool is second from right. Also pictured Chris Murray 
(far left) and Barb Kobritz (far right). Photo: Alex Gottwald

May Day 
Candle 

Light Vigil
Come out to op-
pose the Iraq War 
on Tuesday, May 
1 at 8 pm for a candlelight vigil at the inter-
section of E. Genesee St. and Salt Springs 
Rd. on the eastside of Syracuse. 
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Weekly Peace Outreach

Congress won’t listen unless 
people make more noise. 

Join the noise!
Tuesdays: 4:45-5:30 pm
Carpooling available from SPC.

May 1: Rt. 57 and Vine St., Village 
of Liverpool
May 8: Seneca Tpk. and S. Salina 
St. (Valley)
May 15: Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) and 
Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), Manlius 
May 22: James Street and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)
May 29: S. Salina St. and E. 
Colvin St. (Southside)
June 5: Rt. 695 exit ramp to W. 
Genesee St. (Fairmount)

tunities, website development and partnering 
with community organizations.

To apply, contact Kora Ebling: 
koraebeling@yahoo.com or 218-0218.

Bikes 4 Peace 
Kicks Off Year Five

The Syracuse Peace Council’s summer 
bike program worked with over 100 city 
youth last year – helping some fix their
own bikes and working with others to 
fix up donated bikes to give away. This
year’s free clinics will start on Tuesday, 
May 29 and run every other Tuesday until 
September 4. 

Anyone interested in working with 
the program or learning more is invited to 
a volunteer training on Saturday, May 12 
from noon-2 pm. Contact Jessica.

SPC in Action / from previous page • helping with ongoing committees (Local 
Cost of the War, NOON, Military Alterna-
tives Education Project, Caribbean/Latin 
America Coalition, Plowshares,  Peace 
Newsletter, Finance, Facilities...
To lend a hand, email spc@peacecouncil.

net or call 472-5478.

SPC on the Move
PNL readers are aware that the Peace 
Council will be moving to the new Syra-
cuse Center for Peace and Social Justice 
in the coming months. While there is no 
precise timeline, we expect the move to 
occur this summer.

 SPC looks forward to relocating to a 
more central, visible facility and sharing 
quarters with other organizations. (See 
www.syracusecenter.org for more detail.) To 
help us prepare for the move, lend a hand 
at a cleanup day at our current office on
Saturday, May 5 from 11 am – 4 pm, 924 

Burnet Ave. Wear work 
clothes, and we’ll pro-
vide a healthy lunch. 
Contact Andy.

New Look for            
SPC’s E-

Newsletter
Feedback on the re-
vised weekly E-News-
letter has been very 
positive. SPC staff is 
overjoyed that Rose 
Viviano has taken on 
this detailed task with 
her usual gusto and 
responsible follow 
through. Sign up to 
receive it at the bottom 

of our webpage: www.peacecouncil.net

Welcome to SPC’s 
New Bookkeeper

Last December Nina Wickett agreed to be 
SPC’s new bookkeeper, but due to previous 
commitments could not start immediately. 
With tax season behind her, she can now 
begin. Nina – often seen on SPC’s bus trips 
to national marches – brings enthusiasm, a 
cooperative spirit and bookkeeping expertise 
to the work. She has already been helpful 
in updating our bookkeeping software and 
systems. We very much look forward to 
working with her.

We cannot thank Chris Riley enough 
for filling in as bookkeeper from December
through April. She reorganized our systems 
and created a manageable job for Nina. 
SPC is fortunate that Chris will continue 
to serve on the Finance Committee.

Onondaga Creek Struggle 
for Justice with Gets Notice
At press time the Partnership for Onondaga 
Creek was busy pressuring the Syracuse 
Common Council to amend the backroom 
deal made between Mayor Driscoll and 
County Executive Nick Pirro last month 
(see April ‘07 PNL).

Their efforts received a boost by the 
timely publication of a feature article in the 
spring issue of Ms. Magazine, “The Dirty 
Saga of Onondaga County” by SU African-
American Studies Professor Linda Carty. 
Check it out at www.onondagacreek.org. 

Thank You NewStandard
On April 23 we received word that due 
to financial shortfalls the NewStandard 
would cease publication. This important 
online source of news coverage, born 
here in Syracuse, will be sorely missed. 
We appreciate the staff, particularly Brian 
Dominick and Jessica Azulay with whom 
we’ve had the opportunity to work over the 
years, for their pioneering work.

SPC staffer Jessica Maxwell shows a young person how to patch a tire 
at a Bikes 4 Peace Clinic on June 8, 2004 at the Northeast Community 
Center. The program, which is entering its fifth year, always needs more 
hands, both skilled and unskilled. Photo: Lisa Maynard

There’s a Place for You!
With the multitude of projects buzzing through 
the SPC office, we always need additional
hands and hearts to join in the work to make 
our community, nation and world a peaceful 
and just place. Some particular areas where 
help is needed right now are:

• staffing outreach tables at community
events – variable time commitment,

• office staffing assistance (phones, help-
ing with projects, etc.) – at least three 
hours per week during office hours

• coordinating Peace Newsletter mailing 
parties, always a fun event – five hours
per month
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Patricia Rector

According to a 2003 study on low-wage 
work*, about 27.5 million Americans 
– nearly 24% of the labor force – earn less 
than $8.70 an hour, not enough to keep a 
family of four out of poverty, even working 
full-time year-round. Most of these jobs 
are neither year-round, nor full-time, and 
thus deprive workers access to the most 
basic of benefits.

Access to a worker’s rights becomes 
even more complex if he or she is non-
white, speaks little or no English or lacks 
official work documents. Fear overtakes
their lives and decisions. As author/activist 
Janice Fine puts it, “ethnicity, race and im-
migration status have an enormous impact 
on the jobs they do, the compensation they 
receive, and the possibilities they have for 
redress when mistreated by employers.” 

The workers themselves are the bedrock 
of our economy, yet they are too often taken 
for granted, and to some are invisible. They 
are home health care aides, food service and 
factory workers, seasonal migrants, group 
home workers, hotel maids, retail or call 
center workers. Many work the night shift. 
They may ride busses to work. Most struggle 
with chronic debt because the wages they 
earn don’t cover the basics, and a single 
medical problem can sink them financially.
In economically depressed Upstate New 
York, the percentage of low-wage workers 
is most certainly higher than the national 
average, especially in inner cities and in 
outlying rural areas.

Working in solidarity with such work-
ers and fighting for economic justice is the
primary mission of the CNY Labor-Religion 
Coalition (LRC), whose motto is “Worker 
Justice is a Moral Value.” Since 1996, the 
LRC has fought for workers’ rights at Landis 
Plastics, spearheaded Syracuse’s Living 
Wage Ordinance, supported striking nursing 
home workers, and in January 2007, opened 
the Workers’ Rights Center of Central New 
York (WRC). 

The new WRC (232 E. Onondaga St., 
2nd floor of Plymouth Church) is not a so-

cial service organization, but 
focuses instead on workers’ 
rights and the mobilization 
of progressive community 
allies: labor unions, religious 
and community groups, labor 
lawyers and supporters from 
colleges and universities. In 
support of the WRC and other 
projects, the CNY LRC will 
host its 6th Annual Solidarity 
Supper on Sunday, May 6th 
(see box).

The center has already hosted information 
and strategy sessions for workers and worker 
advocates. Upcoming events include: 

• “Protecting Your Health and Your Life 
at the Workplace,” a workshop given in 
Spanish by Diana Ortiz, chair of the La-
tino Taskforce Team and an area director 
for the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) – Thursday, 
June 7 (5:30 pm) and Saturday, June 9 
(11 am) – at the Spanish Action League 
(La Liga), 700 Oswego St., Syracuse. 

• Two back-to-back workshops will oc-
cur on Saturday, June 9 at the WRC: 
“Solidarity Work with Immigrants 
– Issues Regarding Status” with Jim 
Williams at 10 am, former director of 
the National Employment Law Project. 
Pat Rector will also offer a briefing on
the New Sanctuary Movement. Then, 
at 11 am Chris Adams, area director of 
OSHA, will offer “Trenches & Scaf-
folds, Ladders & Hardhats: Reducing 
Workplace Risks.” This workshop will 
be valuable to building trades workers, 
particularly if they have questions about 

situations they’ve observed that might 
pose a danger to workers. 

• “Unemployment Insurance: From Ap-
plication to Administrative Hearing” 
rounds out the workshop series for the 
month, with Administrative Law Judge 
Herbert Fowler speaking at the WRC on 
Saturday, June 23 from 10 am to noon. 
Judge Fowler’s workshop is not open to 
those who have an active unemployment 
insurance claim. It is intended for worker 
advocates, clergy, human service profes-
sionals, or those who simply want to learn 
more about how New York’s unemploy-
ment insurance program works.

These events are a small preview of 
what’s to come at the new Workers’ Rights 
Center of CNY. For more information 
about the WRC or to get involved, please 
contact Patricia Rector at (315) 446-2380. 
We especially need people to translate our 
events into Spanish and other languages. 

* Low-wage America: How Employers Are 
Reshaping Opportunity in the Workplace by Eileen 
Appelbaum, Annette Bernhardt, and Richard J. 
Murnane, Russell Sage Foundation, 2003.

Annual CNY Labor-Religion Coalition Solidarity Supper
Sunday, May 6th 

Holiday Inn (Seventh North and Electronics Parkway in Liverpool)
The dinner will feature the nation’s leading expert on worker centers, Janice 

Fine, whose topic will be “Engaging Communities in Worker Solidarity.” Cash 
bar at 5:30 pm and dinner at 6 pm. Cost is $60 per person; tables of 8 are $400. 

Make checks payable to CNY Labor-Religion Coalition. 
RSVP by 5 pm Tuesday, May 1 to Patti at (315) 431-4040 or e-mail her at 
pstought@nysutmail.org. For more information, contact Patti.

José Oliva – coordinator of the national Interfaith Worker Justice 
Workers’ Center Network, which includes the local workers’ 
center – speaks at a rally on behalf of workers of the Casa del 
Pueblo Mexican grocery store in Chicago, 2004.

Pat Rector is coordinator of the CNY Labor-
Religion Coalition.

Workers’ Rights Center
Opens in CNY
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the Shah. When the Shah fled to the US,
Iran sought his return to answer criminal 
charges. The US refused.  Iranian students 
then took over the US Embassy. 

If the US had been willing to extradite, 
it’s likely there would have been no crisis 
–  with the embassy and its personnel held 
hostage for 444 days. (For the rarely heard 
Iranian side of the story, see Massoumeh 
Ebtekar, Takeover in Tehran, Talonbooks, 
2000.)

In 1980-88 Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
invaded Iran. That war led to hundreds of 
thousands of casualties on each side.  The 
United States helped arm and finance Sad-
dam, even winking at his use of chemical 

weapons against Iran.
These days Shi’a Iran is often conflated

with the Taliban or with Al Qaeda. Yet 
when Iran was famously declared to be 
on the axis of evil, it had been informally 
working with the US in Afghanistan to 
defeat Al Qaeda, a Sunni movement. 
(Without getting into the complexities of 
Islam’s Shi’a/Sunni split, the point here is 
that in this context Shi’as and Sunnis are 
anything but allies.)

Iran: a Terrorist State?

Terror: the deliberate and systematic murder, 
maiming and menacing of the innocent to 
inspire fear for political ends. 

– US State Department

Here in the West, Iran is repeatedly ma-
ligned as a “terrorist” state. 

These days, with no substantiation, 

Bush claims that Iran provides the Iraqi ter-
rorists/insurgents with high tech weaponry, 
thereby “destabilizing” Iraq. But it’s the US 
– not Iran – that has invaded and occupied 
Iraq and plunged that nation into chaos. So 
far from being destabilized by Iran, Iraq’s 
current government, being Shi’a, has close 
affinities with Iran.

Regarding Iran and Iraq, it is the US 
that is the intruder and outlaw. US military, 
violating international law, abduct Iranian 
diplomats in Iraq. US special forces penetrate 
Iran’s interior, violating its sovereignty. 
(Imagine Iranian commandos skulking 
around the Syracuse plant of major war 
contractor Lockheed Martin!)  Equally 
provocative, the US supports the seces-
sionist MEK guerillas in their destabilizing 
incursions into Iran.

Recently Ed visited Iran. Reach him at 
edkinane@verizon.net.

Visiting Iran
The Islamic Republic of Iran is really, 
really, really and again really very different 
from what you hear in the West.
– S. Rahim Mashaee,
VP of Iran speaking to the delegation
  
A few weeks ago (February 28 to March 
13) I had the rare opportunity of visit-
ing Iran. I say “rare” because few US 
activists – and few policymakers – know 
that controversial and fascinating nation 
firsthand. Despite being urged to do so by
key Republicans, Mr. Bush refuses even 
diplomatic relations with Iran. 

The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
[www.forusa.org] organized our 25-
person “civilian diplomacy” delegation. 
Most of us were seasoned activists and 
internationalists. Accompanied by our 
Iranian guide/translator, we saw the cities 
of Tehran, Shiraz, Esfahan and Qom. 

Though we sometimes met reserve, 
without exception we experienced courtesy. 
(This came as no surprise as that’s gener-
ally the case abroad – even in countries 
extremely wary of the US.)

One of the many asymmetries be-
tween our two countries is that few US-
born Americans speak Farsi, Iran’s first
language, but many Iranians spoke to us 
in English. Although Farsi is spoken by 
tens of millions in one of the world’s most 
strategic countries, my computer spellcheck 
doesn’t even recognize “Farsi.”

The Bush administration’s self-excom-
munication from the 70 million people 
of Iran is nuts. More, it’s dangerous. The 
danger, let me hasten to explain, doesn’t 
come from Iran; it comes from what the 
US – in its greed and ignorance – may do 
to Iran. And, as in the Iraq debacle, from 
the blowback that’s sure to follow.

 – EK

I can’t claim to have had in-depth, 
one-on-one conversations: that will have 
to wait until next time and for less formal 
encounters. I did however have lunch 
with R., a grad student at the University 
of Tehran who fully expected the US to 
attack Iran soon. It would by no means 
be the first time Iran suffered from US
aggression. The US supported its then-ally 
Saddam Hussein in his 1980s war on Iran. 
So significant is this war for Iranians that
our first morning in-country we spent at
the Society for Chemical Weapons Victims 
Support [www.scwvs.org]; next we were 
taken to a rehab center to meet veterans 
with spinal injuries from that war. 

In Iran I was moved by the sheer 
beauty of design and architecture. I’m 
thinking of carpets and crafts, but more 
of the mosques and squares and bazaars 
in Iran’s centuries – or millenia – old 
cities. I particularly liked the lovely 
parks and bridges with which Esfahan 
frames the river that runs through it. 
In Shiraz, we paid our respects at the 
tombs of Iran’s famed medieval poets, 
Hafez and Sa’di – in the US prominent 
monuments like these are usually reserved 
for presidents or illustrious generals.

Tour constraints are real – whether in 
some western industrial power or in states 
with high degrees of social control and 
surveillance. Even with far more than this 
slight exposure to the country, I wouldn’t 
presume to generalize about such an old 
and demographically complex land as 
Persia/Iran.  

Ed visiting a mosque in Iran.

Iran / from cover

continued on next page
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Protesting Former Attorney 
General Ashcroft’s Visit
Former Attorney General John Ashcroft 
recently spoke at Syracuse University 
defending government tactics in the “war 
on terror.” Protestors of the event included 
supporters of Dr. Rafil Dhafir, a local
oncologist who is a victim of a govern-
ment policy that targets Islamic charities 
in the US.

Since September 11, 2001, six major 
US Muslim charities and several smaller 
Muslim charities have been shut down, 
including Dhafir’s Syracuse, NY charity,
Help the Needy. Each charity’s assets were 
frozen and its associates held without bail 
while Ashcroft announced to the media 
that “funders of terrorism” had been appre-
hended. Thus organizations and individuals 
associated with humanitarian work were 
denied the right to be held innocent until 
proven guilty and were subjected to “guilt 
by association.”

When Ashcroft announced his resig-
nation in November of 2004, he gave as 
evidence of success in the “war on terror” 

211 criminal prosecutions, 478 
deportations, and $124 million 
in frozen assets. But what he ne-
glected to mention was virtually 
none of these cases were actual 
terrorism convictions. Like Dhafir,
other charity associates were 
convicted of white-collar crime 
and sanctions violation. Indeed, 
at the time of Ashcroft’s resigna-
tion there was only one bona fide
terrorism conviction, that of the 
shoe-bomber Richard Reid.

Muslims and Arabs in the US are 
currently being subjected to an ad hoc 
redefinition and contraction of their basic
freedoms without any recourse to public 
debate. Dhafir and others were not afforded
the protections the Bill of Rights guarantees 
to all; this is not what we want from our 
legal system. In order to sustain a vital 
democracy there must be equal treatment 
under the law for all.

The government recently overturned 

an appeals court decision to grant Dhafir
transcripts at the expense of the court; we 
need to raise $22,000. Please send a dona-
tion for any amount to: Dr. Dhafir Appeal
Fund, c/o Peter Goldberger, esq., Attorney 
at Law, 50 Rittenhouse Place, Ardmore, PA 
19003.  Write “Dr. Dhafir Appeal Fund”
in the memo line and note that donations 
are not tax-deductible. More information: 
www.dhafirtrial.net

– Katherine Hughes

Magda Bayoumi and Bob Newman at the Ashcroft protest. 
Magda is one of the 150 Muslim families who were 
interrogated on the day of the Help the Needy arrests. 
Photo: Katherine Hughes

Now, Iran does support Hamas in 
Palestine and Hezbollah in Lebanon 
– parties that the US government also 
maligns as “terrorist.” If politicos and 
commentators ever defined that overused
buzzword, it would quickly be seen that 
“terrorist” – simply given the scale of their 
violence – applies far more to the US and 
to Israel than to Hamas and Hezbollah. It 
isn’t Hamas and Hezbollah who impose 
apartheid. Nor did they invade Lebanon 
or occupy Palestine.** 

Iran: a Nuclear Threat?
This is where the imperial double standard 
really comes into its own. That Iran is a 
nuclear threat is the Big Lie – repeated so 
often that many come to believe it. Few 
credible intelligence sources believe Iran, 
even if it had the will to do so (which is 
questionable), is within several years of 
acquiring a nuclear weapon. 

Let’s say someday Iran manages to 
develop a nuclear weapon. If somehow 
that weapon could be launched at the US or 
Israel, wouldn’t those countries massively 

retaliate? Surely Iran knows that, given their 
vast nuclear arsenals and their powerful 
air forces, engaging the US and Israel in a 
nuclear exchange would be insane.

It’s the US – not Iran – that has con-
taminated Iraqi air, water and soil with 
toxic and radioactive depleted uranium. 
It’s Israel – not Iran – that for years has 
maintained a secret nuclear arsenal. It’s 
Israel – not Iran – that  refuses to sign the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. It’s the 
US – not Iran – that keeps developing its 
nuclear arsenal despite having signed the 
NPT. It’s the US and Israel – not Iran – who 
refuse to allow their nuclear facilities to 
be inspected.

It’s the United States which has used 
the atomic bomb, not once, but twice…each 
time deliberately targeting civilians. It’s the 
United States that for over sixty years has 
blackmailed the planet with nuclear arms, 
occasionally threatening to use the Nuke 
and keeping alive its first strike option.

It’s the US – not Iran – that has more 
nuclear warheads and more nuclear sub-
marines than all other nuclear nations 
combined. But it’s Iran – not the United 
States – that is flanked by nuclear powers:
Israel, Russia, India, Pakistan – each toler-

ated or even supported by the US…not to 
mention US bases in neighboring Turkey, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and among nearby Central 
Asian and Persian Gulf nations.

This past March our Fellowship of 
Reconciliation delegation [see box] met with 
Iranian Vice President S. Rahim Mashaee. 
Mashaee told us that if the world gives up 
nuclear power, Iran would do so first.

No wonder.

While it occupies the White House, 
Bush Inc. is sure to keep maligning Iran. 
Doing so keeps the pot boiling. Given Bush’s 
quagmires and corruptions, a boiling pot 
is usefully distracting.  Further: expropri-
ated oil reserves and the contracts of war 
provide mega-profit.

Many think US policy in the Middle East 
is a shambles. It is…but its amoral architects 
get to smirk all the way to the bank.

* For instance: Mexico, Cuba, Chile, Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Panama, Haiti, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, the Philippines, Laos, Cambodia, 
Viet Nam...(not to mention many Native 
American nations).

** See also Franklin Lamb, “Why is Hezbollah 
on the Terrorism List?” at www.counterpunch.
org  (April 6).

Iran / from previous page
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* REIKI & ASTROLOGY
* BOOKS & CDs
* CRYSTALS
* PSYCHICS
* CLASSES
* MASSAGE
* JEWELRY
* & So Much More

Open: Mon-Sat 11a-8p
Sundays 12-5p

The Best Little
Hair House
In Fayetteville

200 W. Genesee St.

For Appointment

Call 637-4850

My Hometown That September
Mary O’Reilly

Returning to my hometown that September
 acrid smells greeted me a state away
  and Manhattan’s grin was missing
   two front teeth.

My lowly state ID card sheparded me 
 past mid-town police checks,
  my ticket to a speeding Oneonta police car
   and a waiting gator at Canal Street.

New Yorkers passed out socks,
 fritos and water,
  waving tiny flags.
The command center was a tangle of wires
 with tired people searching 
  for friends they would never find,
 across from a school filled with
  scientologists in yellow shirts
   giving massages
  and NYU doctors looking
   for triage.

A brown robed man 
 with one foot on the corner of Vessey and West Streets,
  the other in the silver mines of Peru and California,
   was giving out the bread of life.

Dust you are and to dust 
  you shall return
 is not the goal of human endeavor.
Dust.
Dust from the asbestos, concrete and bone.
Dust belching from the breathing fire far below the debris.
Dust.
Dust rising from Fallujah only half a world away.

Morality.
 Doing to others what you want them to stop doing to you.

History held her breath that September,
 waiting
  hoping
   daring to believe
 Forgiveness could give birth to Peace.

Mary writes: I was down at ground zero two days after the attacks, 
fit-testing and providing respirators for the rescue workers. The
images of those days are in my mind forever. I remember standing 
in the ruble and thinking people should NOT do this to each other 
but, alas, we did not learn.

  
“It is the duty of every 
poet to speak fearlessly 

and clearly.”
 – Sam Hamill

SYRACUSE CENTER FOR 
PEACE & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Center Gaining Attention
April saw the first mainstream press attention about the Syra-
cuse Center for Peace and Social Justice. Ironically, the Post-
Standard and Syracuse New Times each ran stories on April 
11, both of which were unsolicited. So we’re not the only ones 
who see the newsworthy nature of this ambitious project.

 The Center Board – Kanat Bolazar, Sam Feld, Karen 
Hall, Nick Poulos, Eileen Schell and Ann Tiffany – are hard 
at work preparing for the creation of the Center in the coming 
months. Grant applications have been submitted for funding 
to four local foundations, in addition to the continuation of 
individual solicitations. Price quotes are being gathered for 
construction of the elevator and for other renovation work. A 
thorough energy audit was conducted to assist in the develop-
ment of “green” building improvements.

 The Center also became a member of the Non-Profit
Centers Network, a national network which provides educa-
tion and resources for the creation and operation of quality 
nonprofit office and program space.

 Donations and offers of assistance are still needed. Send 
Donations (checks to Syracuse Center for Peace and Social 
Justice, or to be tax-deductible to AJ Muste Institute) to 340 
Midland Ave., Syracuse, NY 13202. To learn more, see www.
syracusecenter.org or call Ann at 478-4571.

 –Karen Hall
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Cathy is a member of Voices for Creative 
Nonviolence (www.vcnv.org) . She has lived 
in Iraq and has been to Jordan several times. 
She started her most recent stay in Jordan 
in January, 2007 and advocates for Iraqi 
refugees there. 

Taking Risks for Peace
Cathy Breen

Editor’s note: The Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
estimates there are some 1.9 million Iraqis 
displaced internally, and up to 2 million in 
neighboring countries. There are between 
750,000 to 1 million Iraqis in Jordan. In 
2006 Iraqis had become the leading na-
tionality seeking asylum in Europe.

March 27, 2007
Amman, Jordan 

As a US citizen currently living in Am-
man, I have wanted to write an article to 
The Jordan Times, an article to express 
my gratitude to King Abdullah for his 
extraordinary address at a joint meeting 
of the US Congress in Washington earlier 
this month.

“Today, I must speak” he said. “I can-
not be silent…I must speak about a cause 
that is urgent for your people and for mine. 
I must speak about peace in the Middle 
East. I must speak about peace replacing 
the division, war and conflict that have
brought such disaster for the region and for 
the world.” He continued…“Thousands of 
people have paid the highest price, the loss 
of their life. Thousands more continue to 
pay this terrible price, for their loved ones 
who will never return. Are we going to let 
these thousands of lives be taken in vain? 
Has it become acceptable to lose that most 
basic of human rights? The right to live?….
How can there be anything more urgent 
than the restoration of a world where all 
people, not only some people, all people 
have the opportunity to live peacefully? 
This is not only a moral imperative, it is 
essential to the future of our world, because 
long-term, violent crisis is the enemy of all 
global prosperity and progress…It begins 
with courage and vision. We, all of us, must 
take risks for peace.”

Our dear Iraqi woman friend and her 
three children are desperately trying to find
a way to return to Amman from Baghdad. 
Time is precious as the children have al-

ready missed over a month of 
school here. They want to be 
reunited with their father in 
Amman. About 1½ weeks ago 
they risked the dangerous road 
from Baghdad by car only to be 
turned away at the Jordanian 
border. A small delegation of 
women coming from the US 
will arrive in Amman in about 
three weeks. This Iraqi friend 
is to be an integral part of this 
delegation and her services are 
needed. We are trying to get 
needed letters and documents 
to the Ministry of Interior 
on her behalf in order to get 
permission for the family to 
cross over into Jordan.

Yesterday I heard the 
tragic account of a father 
and three of his children who 
live down the street from me. 
His wife and their youngest 
child, a 2-year-old, traveled to 
Baghdad about a month ago to 
see his wife’s father who had 
suffered a heart attack. About 
1½ weeks ago they too were 
turned back at the Jordanian border. They 
returned by land to Baghdad, and tried to 
get into Jordan by plane about four days 
ago. Their attempts proved unsuccessful; 
they were turned back at the airport. Be-
side the risk to themselves that the trips 
involved, the cost of the two trips totaled 
almost $2,000.

As I met this family for the first time
and listened to the grieving father, I was 
filledwithdismay.Theyhad tofleeBaghdad
due to multiple death threats, death threats 
which followed them as they kept changing 
their residence in Baghdad seeking safety. 
They wanted their children to attend school, 
and they dreaded leaving home, work and 
country. They were followed and their car 
shot upon. When their oldest son, 15 years 
of age, was wounded in the leg by a suicide 
bomb, they decided to escape to Amman 
about seven months ago. And now they 
are separated by a border. “What shall we 
do?” the desperate father asked me. “Shall 
we go back to Baghdad?” Having fled Iraq
seeking safety, what options remain for 
this family? They have overstayed their 
Jordanian visa and are now here illegally 

and subject to deportation.
According to an article in yesterday’s 

paper, a government spokesperson told 
The Jordan Times, “We have not imposed 
any limits in any way for the number of 
Iraqis who are allowed to enter Jordan as 
it has been written in some newspapers.” 
But first-hand accounts like the above
mentioned would seem to contradict this. 
Iraqis we know who have recently tried to 
cross have all been denied.

The same article quotes the spokesper-
son as saying that the only official decision
made this far is “as of June 1 this year only 
Iraqis holding ‘G’ series passports will be 
allowed to enter the country. The old ‘S’ 
series passports will not be accepted for 
reasons of security.”*

I am aware that I, like Iraqis, am a 
guest here in Jordan. My visa is for three 
months, and then I will return to the states. 
Unlike Iraqis however, I have freedom of 
movement and can return without risk to 
my country when my visa expires. And my 
passport is valid. My country is not war 

continued on next page

Cathy first met Abeera in Baghdad a number of years ago. This 
photo was taken in Amman, Jordan in June, 2006 when Abeera 
was fourteen years old. She and her family had joined the 
refugee population there. As a child in Baghdad she wanted to 
be a ballerina; as a young woman in Amman she wants to be a 
soldier.
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torn and afire, at least not on the surface.
My loved ones are safe and awaiting my 
return.

Too often in the last weeks have I 
witnessed dear Iraqi friends and families, 
agonizing over whether they should return 
to Baghdad, a city fraught with violence 
and carnage. They feel constrained and 
without options. How else can they join 
their loved ones? How else can they get 
a “G” passport, without which they are 
unable to move elsewhere in the world? I 
recall the words of Iraqis that I have heard 
repeatedly over the years “If we live, we 
shall live together. If we die, we shall die 
together.” For them, being together is a 
matter of life and death.

Let us take heed to the words of King 
Abdullah: “We, all of us, must take risks for 
peace.” The seemingly endless problems 
besetting our Iraqi friends must somehow 
become our problems. We must find ways
to extend hospitality to them, insist that 
Iraqis having family and friends in the 
US be allowed to join them. We must 
find scholarships for Iraqi students, help
them to secure student visas. We must find
a way out of the nightmare that the new 

FairWorldMarketplace 

4471E. Genesee, DeWitt  
            446-0326  Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 1-6 

.FairWorldMarketplace.com 

Give a unique,  
fairly traded,  

hand made gift  
and also make a  

difference to women 
around the world     

Make
Mother’s Day  
a special day…

“G” passport has created. Their backs are 
already bent to the ground, they cannot 
bear any more burdens. Their wounds are 
still fresh and open. Instead of rubbing salt 
into these wounds, we must find ways to
apply a soothing balm and restore healing 
and hope.

* One of the casualties of the war in Iraq is the 
validity of older Iraqi passports. Effective January 
8, 2007, the older passports were invalidated 
for travel to the US and other countries followed 
suit. The only Iraqi passports valid for travel to 
the US and many other countries (including 
Jordan) are newer passports beginning with the 
letters G. In order to obtain a G passport, one 
must return to Baghdad. Known locally as the 
“G nightmare,” the situation is dire: Iraqis who 
have been waiting for up to a year to get into the 
US are told in one breath that even though their 
visas have been approved, the Iraqi embassy 
in Jordan isn’t issuing the new passport and it 
can only be obtained in Baghdad.

Risks / continued from previous page

To read Cathy Breen’s reports from 
Amman, Jordan, visit the Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence website at www.
vcnv.org

Please Support 
Peace Newsletter

advertisers!
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Phyllis Bennis, a Fellow of the Institute for 
Policy Studies and the Transnational Institute 
in Amsterdam, often provides analysis articles 
to United for Peace and Justice, a national 
coalition in which SPC participates.

Opposing the Iraq Supplemental Funding Bill
Phyllis Bennis

The Congressional resolution passed re-
cently gives Bush another $100 billion to 
continue the US occupation of Iraq. The 
timelines and restrictions included in the 
bill – clearly responding to the strong 
public support for ending the war – were 
weakened almost to the disappearing 
point to allow the razor-thin vote. Very 
few of those toothless restrictions will 
likely make it into the final bill that must
survive a super-majority in the Senate, a 
House-Senate conference committee, and 
a likely Bush veto.

But the effort to hold Congressmembers 
to their electoral mandate must be continued 
and ratcheted up, not abandoned, even as 
we look towards pressing alternative centers 
of power (city councils, state legislatures, 
etc.) as instruments to pressure Congress 
from new directions.

Congress is not the peace movement. 
So the peace movement must stay unified
on our principles and our demands, in the 
face of congressional waffling and “real-
istic” pragmatism, unfortunately promoted 
by one influential part of our movement.
Whatever they do, we must stay consistent 
on demanding an end to the US occupa-
tion: de-funding (not re-funding) the war, 
and bringing home (not redeploying) all 
(not just some) of the troops (including the 
mercenaries). The longstanding American 
Friends Service Committee slogan has it 
right: “Not one more death, not one more 
dollar.” That means STOP funding the 
war. STOP allowing Bush to send more 
US troops to kill more Iraqis and be killed 
in the process. Just stop.

The Supplemental Funding Bill
The Democratic leadership in the House 
claims the $125 billion supplemental bill is 
the way to end the war. Aside from setting 
a date for bringing home troops, the House 
version included a number of items many 
in the peace movement would ordinarily 
support – veterans’ health benefits, Katrina
survivors’ assistance, and children’s health 
insurance.

So if there’s a time-
line, what’s the problem 
with the supplemental?  
Why shouldn’t peace 
activists support it?

Because it gives 
President Bush another 
$100 billion to continue 
the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. And it doesn’t 
end the occupation or 
prevent expansion of 
the war to Iran.

WHAT IT DOES:
It calls for pulling out 
some troops from Iraq 
by August 2008.
BUT:
It exempts whole categories of troops from 
the withdrawal...
• Troops "training the Iraqi military" can 

stay – currently 6,000, perhaps as many as 
20,000 (no limit in the supplemental).

• Troops engaged in "special operations" 
can stay – the Marines say they want 
20,000 for Anbar Province alone, perhaps 
as many as 40,000 for the whole country 
(no limit in the supplemental).

• Troops "protecting diplomatic enclaves" 
like the huge Green Zone and the US 
Embassy, the largest in the world, and 
maybe including the numerous US bases 
established in Iraq, can stay – 20,000 
is a conservative number (no limit in 
the supplemental).
That means Bush could keep unlimited 

numbers, perhaps 60,000-80,000 troops, 
permanently in Iraq – and still be in com-
pliance with the bill.

And the bill does not require that 
the troops withdrawn from Iraq be sent 
home; they can be immediately deployed 
to Afghanistan, or to bases in surrounding 
Arab countries, or to ships in the Persian 
Gulf – or be used to attack Iran.

WHAT IT DOES:
It imposes restrictions on Pentagon de-
ployments, prohibiting the deployment 
of troops not fully trained, not adequately 
equipped, and not adequately rested between 
deployments.
BUT:
It includes a waiver for President Bush 

to simply state his intention to override 
those restrictions, allowing him to send 
in as many untrained, badly equipped and 
exhausted troops as he wishes.

WHAT IT DOES:
Prohibit construction of new permanent 
bases in Iraq.
BUT:
It does nothing to close the existing perma-
nent bases the US has built across Iraq and 
includes billions for “military construction” 
presumably for those existing bases.

WHAT IT DOES:
Require Iraq’s government to pass a new 
oil law.
BUT:
The law being debated in the parliament 
abandons Iraq’s long history of maintain-
ing control of its oil resources in favor of 
allowing international (especially US) oil 
companies to take control of large sectors 
of the vital oil industry.

WHAT IT DOES:
Cuts 10% of the funding for private military 
contractors.
BUT:
It allows 90% of the 100,000 or so merce-
naries who fight alongside the US military
to remain in Iraq.

WHAT IT DOESN’T DO:
• The supplemental does not prohibit an 

unprovoked attack on Iran.
• The supplemental does not end the 

occupation of Iraq.

A child in front of “Eyes Wide Open,” an anti war exhibit organized by 
the American Friends Service Committee.  Photo: AFSC.org
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AFSC Women’s Workshop Encourages 
Solutions to Local Problems

energy, and a parent advocate, whom 
Cherise later contacted to help advocate 
for her daughter at school. The speakers 
enabled the women to discuss difficulties 
they face, and gave them connections to 
people and groups who can help them 
change their communities. 

The second session organized a panel 
discussion on “Quality of  Life in Syracuse.” 
The women chose and contacted the panel-
ists, including Deputy Chief Frank Fowler 
of the Syracuse Police Department, Vanessa 
Bogan, then with the Syracuse Community 
Health Center, and Linda Lopez of the Sal-
vation Army. After completing the course, 
one woman contacted the police to find 
out what could be done about persistent 
violence in her neighborhood, and started 
a neighborhood watch.

Women who have completed the 
program and women still attending form a 
supportive network and assist each other in 
pursuing solutions to the many challenges 
they face. When women  advocate for them-
selves, and when they are informed about 

The American Friends Service Com-
mittee is starting its third session of the 
CAFFE (Community Advocates for Fam-
ily Empowerment) Women’s Leadership 
Development Workshop. Chrissie Rizzo, 
area director of the Syracuse AFSC of-
fice, says CAFFE began the program in 
February 2006 to give women a chance to 
share their expertise. The AFSC’s CAFFE 
project provides advocacy for low-income 
families and over the years, most of its 
visitors have been women.

The leadership program operates on 
the idea that these women make the best 
advocates for themselves. By networking 
and learning to access community resources, 
women can use their voices powerfully to 
improve their situations. Cherise Hunter, 
who graduated from the first eight-week 
session, said she would love for all women 
to attend. The connections she made will be 
with her forever. Some of the guest speakers 
in this first session included a representative 
from SUN (Syracuse United Neighbors), 
who spoke about how to save money and 

the resources in their communities, many 
family and individual crises are able to be 
solved. And once personal specific issues 
are dealt with, Chrissie Rizzo hopes that 
people can begin to question the systemic 
issues – such as, “Why does the welfare 
system keep failing people over and over? 
Why is there a crack house on the corner 
of my street?  How come we don’t have 
access to clean energy? And why are our 
troops still fighting in Iraq?”

For more information on the Women’s 
Leadership Development Course or the 
AFSC, contact Chrissie Rizzo at 475-4822, 
or crizzo@afsc.org.

– Julie Norman

Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.center4art.org, by calling
(607) 749-4900 or (877) 749-ARTS 
or at the door. Seating is limited to 400. 
Beer, wine and great desserts start at 7PM.

72 S. Main St., Homer, NY
(EXIT 12 off I-81)

WITH THE SUPPORT OFSEASON SPONSOR 
RIEHLMAN, SHAFER & SHAFER

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

These performances are supported by The New York 
State Music Fund, established by the New York State 

Attorney General at Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors.

SATUR DAY MAY 5 AT 8PM

Lesley Gore
Lesley is one of the 
most commercially 

successful solo artist 
of the “Girl Group” 
era of the 60s. “It’s 
My Party,” “Judy’s 
Turn To Cry,” and 
“You Don’t Own 

Me”. A full-fledged 
star by age 16, her 

smash hits rang like 
anthems for young 
American women.

Straight from their 
appearance at 
Carnegie Hall. Don 
Vappie’s Creole 
Jazz Serenaders 
provide today’s 
audiences with a 
glimpse of “the 
real spirit of early 
20’s and 30’s jazz,” 
a period when 
jazz was the “pop” 
music of the time.

EVENT SPONSOR

CONSULTING

EVENT SPONSOR

www.lesleygore.com www.vappielle.com

Tickets $25 
Seniors $20

Students FREE

SATUR DAY MAY 19 AT 8PM
The  Creole Jazz Serenaders

Tickets $20 
Seniors $16
Students FREE

and  Don Vappie
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Don, a longtime environmentalist and bike 
enthusiast, works as a scientist for the On-
ondaga Environmental Institute.

The Onondaga Lake Quagmire...The Saga Continues
Don Hughes

Onondaga Lake, that much-abused body 
of water in our midst, has turned a corner. 
Over the course of the past two centuries 
human callousness transformed it from a 
relatively pristine lake supporting coldwater 
fish and unique inland salt
marshes to a body of water 
degraded by filling of wet-
lands, dumping of industrial 
wastes, urban development 
and municipal sewage.

In recent years, this 
spiritual center of the Haude-
nosaunee Confederacy has 
indeed turned a corner. 
Oxygen levels are up. Water 
clarity is far better. Many fish
species are thriving.

Numerous problems re-
main, of course. The fish are
contaminated with mercury 
and other toxic chemicals. 
Numerous poisons still lurk in 
the sediments on the bottom 
of the lake. Onondaga Lake 
is one of 1243 “Superfund” 
sites, among the most con-
taminated sites in the nation. 
Unfortunately, current plans will not provide 
the thorough cleanup which is called for 
by our Onondaga Nation neighbors.

I will provide a quick overview of some 
of the hazardous waste sites surrounding 
the lake, and what is being done—or not 
done— to clean them up. These satellite 
sites are considered “sub-sites” of the Lake 
Superfund site. (see map) 

Honeywell Inc. Sites
(formerly Allied-Signal, Inc.) 

1. LCP Bridge St.
Major Contaminants: mercury and PCBs 
in soils, sludges.
Status: Honeywell performed a cleanup 
last year in which soils up to 8 feet below 
grade were dug up and treated on site to 
remove liquid mercury. PCB-contaminated 
soils were sent to a hazardous waste landfill
off-site. However, many tons of mercury 
were left on-site in the deeper soils. Hope-

fully this will be contained by a slurry wall 
which was installed around the perimeter 
of the 19-acre site. Mercury-contaminated 
sediments and soils from other cleanup 
projects are being brought here. Ultimately 
the whole site is to be “capped” with thick 
plastic sheets and layers of soil.

4. Former Willis Ave. Plant
Major Contaminants: liquid mercury, 
chlorinated benzenes, benzene and related 
solvents, dioxins.
Status: As a stop gap measure, Honeywell is 
currently building a barrier wall to separate 
this site and the tar beds from Onondaga 

Lake, the idea being to stop 
contaminated groundwater 
and toxins from migrating 
under I-690 and into the lake. 
Options for actually cleaning 
up the Willis Ave. plant site 
are under investigation.

5. Harbor Brook /
Wastebed B
Major Contaminants: 
naphthalene and other 
polyaromatic hydrocarbons, 
chlorinated benzenes.
Status: See description of 
barrier wall above. Options 
for actually cleaning up the 
site are under investigation 
(sound familiar?).

Honeywell has com-
pleted numerous studies 

characterizing the contami-
nants in and around these sites. Remedial 
actions have included:

1. Cleanup of soils and construction 
of a slurry wall at the LCP plant.

2. Removal of mercury-contaminated 
sediments along the West Flume, which 
drains into Ninemile Creek.

3. Installation of a barrier wall between 
the lake and the former Willis Ave. plant 
and Tar Bed sites (in progress).

4. Construction of a groundwater 
treatment system to treat groundwater 
from various parts of the Superfund re-
mediation.

   Despite this progress, much remains 
to be done. Cleanup of the Tar Beds 
and Ninemile Creek is stalled. Ultimate 
cleanup of the Harbor Brook and Willis 
Ave. sites remains uncertain. And the big-
ticket item—the dredging and capping of 
sediments in Onondaga Lake—is a project 
which seems in perpetual “design phase.” 
The best thing for citizen activists to do is 
stay informed, and keep the pressure on 
all the parties, including New York State, 
US EPA and Honeywell, to create a long-
lasting and proper solution.

Map: Don Hughes and Myrna Hall

2. Geddes Brook & Ninemile Creek
Major Contaminants: mercury, chlorinated 
benzenes, dioxins, others.
Status:  Disagreements over appropriate 
cleanup goals have put this in regulatory 
limbo. Further testing will be required to 
sort this out. In the meantime, mercury and 
other pollutants continue to travel down 
the creek into the lake.

3. Semet Tar Beds
Major Contaminants: acidic (pH=1) 
tar-like waste containing naphthalene, 
benzene, toluene, and byproducts called 
diphenylethanes.
Status: Studies and proposals for reme-
diation occurred for decades, before it fell 
under the Superfund umbrella. In 2003, 
Honeywell’s plan to convert most of the 
waste material into driveway sealer was 
accepted by New York State. This idea came 
to an untimely end when it was discovered 
that the driveway sealer market could not 
absorb this much material. An alternative 
plan is being developed.

Onondaga Lake
Superfund Sites
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Monday-Friday, 11am-6pm
Saturday-Sunday
by appointment

1153 West Fayette Street
Syracuse, N.Y 13204

Store Hours:

315-479-0400

www.syracusesoapworks.com

Made Locally, Naturally

No synthetic colors
No synthetic fragrances
Not tested on animals

Equal Exchange products are available at the
Syracuse Real Foods Co-op

618 Kensington Road

Empowering Farmers
When you choose Equal Exchange fairly traded coffee, tea 
or chocolate, you join a network that empowers farmers in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia to:
    • Stay on their land

    • Care for the environment

    • Farm organically

    • Support their family

    • Plan for the future

Velvra Shad, Mwika Mrimbo 
Uurwo Primary Society, KNCU 
Cooperative, Tanzania

www.equalexchange.coop
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Syracuse Alternative Media Network &
Central New York HIV Care Network present

the premiere of the locally-produced documentary

These stories -- raw, intimate, personal accounts of people
from all walks of life -- put a face on HIV/AIDS

Thursday, May 17 at 7:00pm
Palace Theater

2834 James St., Syracuse

post-film reception catered by Laci's at the Palace

sliding-scale donations accepted

Syracuse
Cooperative Federal

Credit Union

Eastside Office:
723 Westcott Street
Syracuse, NY 13210
Tel: 471-1116

Southwest Office:
401 South Ave
Syracuse, NY 13204
In the SW Community

Celebrating 25 years
of working for peace and

social justice through
community and economic

empowerment.
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PNL Mailing Party. 4pm. 924 
Burnet Ave. 472-5478. Free 
Pizza!

13

Vigil Against the Death Penalty. 
noon-12:30pm. Columbus Circle, 
downtown Syracuse, 345-7642.

EVERY SAT: Shar ing the Earth. 
10 pm. TW Ch. 98. People for 
An i mal Rights.
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EVERY SUN: Peo ple’s 60 
Min utes. Time Warner Cable 
Chan nel 98. 8pm.  Produced 
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

Progressive Coalition Meeting. 
5:30-7pm. CNY Labor Fed. 404 
Oak St. Andy, 472-5478.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-

5:30 pm. Rt. 257 (Fayette St.) 
and Rt. 173 (E. Seneca Tpk.), 
Manlius

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30pm. Rt. 57 and Vine St., 
Village of Liverpool

EVERY FRIDAY: Talent Search/
Open Mic Nite: Different Drummer 
Cafe, 6-10pm. 1 Public Square,  
Watertown. 782-0595.

Pax Christi, 9:30am. Slocum 
House, 208 Slocum Ave. Frank 
Woolever, 446-1693.

27

EVERY SUN: “Top of the World” 
world music. 10pm-midnight, 
WAER 88.3 FM

SUN Skunk City Neighborhood 
Association. 6:30pm. Mundy Library, 
1204 S. Geddes St.

EVERY THURS: Women's Voices 
Radio. WAER - 88 FM. 8pm.

SPC Steering Committee 
Meeting 7pm, contact office for 
location 472-5478.

Friends of Dorothy Benefit Dinner.  
5:30-7pm. St. Vincent's Parish Ctr - 
enter on Winton St. friendsofdorothy@ 
twcny.rr.com. Donation.

EVERY WED:Open Figure Drawing. 
7-10pm. Westcott Community Center, 
826 Euclid Ave. Fee. 478-8634.

Every Other Tues. Partnership for 
Onondaga Creek Mtg. 6pm, Brady 
Faith Center, Lionel 395-3103. Call 
to confirm time & place.

EVERY SAT: Food Not Bombs,  
3pm Hanover Square. Free veg-
etarian meal. We collect food and 
other goods that would otherwise 
go to waste, and transform it into 
a hot nutritious vegetarian meal 
for the community. Help cook, food 
prep begins at 12:30.  218-5481.
www.foodnotbombs.net

Venezuela Discussion. Second Story 
Bookstore, 550 Westcott St, 2nd Floor, 
6:30-8pm, 422-4689.

Immigrant Rights Program. 6pm, 
Second Story Books (2nd floor, 550 
Westcott St). Richard, 436-5105. 

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics 
& Friends. St. Andrew’s Catholic 
Church, 124 Alden Street, 5pm 
every 1st & 3rd Sunday. 

SPC MONTHLY PROGRAM

Monthly Program: Why We Fight.
Filmed during the Iraq War, this 
documentary dissects the US 
military machine with a keen eye to 
"Why does the US engage in war?" 
Winner of the 2005 Sundance 
Grand Jury Award. 7 pm, Westcott 
Commmunity Center, 821 Euclid 
Ave. 472-5478. Free

PFLAG Monthly Meeting. First UU 
Church, 250 Waring Rd. 7:30 pm, 
446-5940. Help line 635-9230. 

SUN Southside Coalition. 7pm, 
Payton Temple. 476-7475.

SUN Southwest Action Committee, 
7pm. Brady Faith, 404 South Ave.

Syracuse United Neighbors/West-
side Coalition Mtg. 7pm, Brown 
Memorial, 228 Davis St. 476-7475.

SPC Clean Up! Help prepare for 
SPC's upcoming move! 11am-
4pm, 924 Burnet Ave. 472-5478. 
Lunch provided.

EVERY SAT: De moc ra cy Now! 
w/Amy Goodman. Time War-
ner Ca ble Ch. 98, 9-11am.

Open Hand Theater: The Trapped 
Gnomes and other plays. 7:30 
pm. International Mask & Puppet 
Museum. 518 Prospect Ave. 476-
0466. Fee.

Art Exhibit: Networked Nature.
thru 7/14. Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat. 
12-6pm. Warehouse Gallery, 350 
Fayette St., 443-6450, info@The 
WarehouseGallery.org

Folkus Project: The Lonesome 
Sisters, 8pm, May Memorial, 3800 
E. Genesee St., $15, Bluegrass 
ballads & harmonies, www.lone-
somesisters.com, tickets@folkus.
org or call 315-440-7444.

Folkus Project: Anais Mitchell 
8pm, May Memorial, 3800 E. Gen-
esee St., $10, www.anaismitchell.
com, tickets@folkus.org or call 
315-440-7444.

Climate Change: Despair & Em-
powerment  Workshop by John 
Seed. 7-9pm.Tompkins County 
Human Services Building, 320 State 
Street, Ithaca. mesa@ecovillage.
ithaca.ny.us

Annual Solidarity Supper: Cen-
tral NY Labor-Religion Coalition, 
Holiday Inn Electronics Pkwy, 
Liverpool. $60 or $400 a table. Patti 
431-4040. See page 5.

The Syracuse Real Food Co-op: 
Spring General Membership Mtg, 
6:30pm, Westcott Community Cen-
ter., 821 Euclid Ave., 472-1385.

The Westcott Community Art Gal-
lery: Myron Holmes Photography 
thru May 20. M–F 9am – 5pm. 826 
Euclid Ave. Free.

SPC Study Group. 7-8:30 pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 821 
Euclid Ave. Aly, 472-5478. Call 
first to confirm.

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. S. Salina St. and E. 
Colvin St. (Southside)

Bob Dylan Tribute to Benefit 
SPC. Featuring Jamie Notar-
thomas and others. 7pm. Palace 
Theatre, 2384 James St. $10-15. 
Under 15 free. 472-5478.

PNL Calendar Deadline. Send 
to 924 Burnet Ave., Syr., NY 
13202 or pnl@peacecouncil.net

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. Seneca Tpk. and S. 
Salina St. (Valley)

Weekly Peace Outreach: 4:45-
5:30 pm. James Street and 
Thompson Rd. (Northside)

Workers’ Rights Center (WRC) 
Troubles at the Workplace: Wage 
Theft: What to Do if You Get 
Cheated, Shorted,  or Just Not Paid, 
10-11am.  Plymouth Church, 232 E. 
Onondaga St. 446-2380.

Community Folk Art Center:
Annual Bob Marley Tribute Cel-
ebration,  7pm. 805 East Genesee 
Street, 442-2230.

Comm. Folk Art Ctr: Annual Teen-
age Competitive Art Exhibition 
Reception and Awards, 2-4pm, 805 
East Genesee St. 442-2230.

Global Good Will Festival and 
Art Show. Kid's crafts, exhibits, 
food & more, 11am-7pm, Ring-
gold Fireman's Field, Off Rt 13 
& Rt. 11, Pulaski, See page 10 
or 447-2176.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop: Credit 
Repair for Entrepreneurs, 6-8pm, 
Southwest Economic Business 
Resource Center, 506 W. Onondaga 
St. Register Lori, 471-2720.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop:Home 
Ownership, 6-8pm, Westcott Day 
Habilitation Ctr, 522 Westcott St. 

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union Workshop: Buying 
a Car. Don’t get swindled at the car 
dealer, come learn tips for getting the 
most for your money 6-8pm,  Central 
Library, 477 S Salina St., Nick 471-
1116 x223 to register.

Syracuse Cooperative Federal 
Credit Union:Learning to Live with 
your New Home, 6-8pm, Central 
Library, 477 S Salina St,. Nick 471-
1116 x223 to register.

CNY SOA Abolitionists and 
Caribbean Latin America 
Coalition. Monthly potluck 
meeting. 4-7pm, 208 Slocum 
Ave.  Syr., 478-4571.

Bikes 4 Peace volunteer 
training. Help youth fix bikes 
to give away, 12-2 pm. Jessica, 
472-5478 for place.

Candle Light Vigil: End the War. 
8pm. E. Genesee St. and Salt 
Springs Rd. Parking on nearby 
side streets. 472-5478.

Bikes 4 Peace Free Bike Clinic 
for Youth. 5-7:30pm. Northeast 
Community Center, Hawley and 
Oak Sts., Syracuse. Jessica, 
472-5478.

The Creole Jazz Serenaders and 
Don Vappie. 8pm. Center for Arts, 
72 S. Main St., Homer, NY. $20. 
Students free. (607) 749-4900. 
See page 12.

Lelsey Gore Concert. 8pm. Center 
for Arts, Homer, NY. $25. Students 
free. See page 12.
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Lucy Kaplansky in Concert. 8pm. 
May Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee 
St., $15, tickets@folkus.org or  440-
7444. lucykaplansky.com

BIKE
S

NOT

BOM
BS

Bob
Marley
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