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Syracuse Peace Council
Statement of Purpose

The Syracuse Peace Council (SPC), founded in 1936, is an antiwar/social jus-
tice organization.  It is community-based, autonomous and funded by the contri-
butions of its supporters.

SPC educates, agitates and organizes for a world where war, violence and
exploitation in any form will no longer exist.  It challenges the existing unjust
power relationships among nations, among people and between ourselves and
the environment.  As members, we work to replace inequality, hierarchy, domi-
nation and powerlessness with mutual respect, personal empowerment, coop-
eration and a sense of community.

Present social injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each other,
nor can they be overcome without recognizing their economic and militaristic
roots.  SPC seeks to make these connections clear.  We initiate and support
activities that help build this sense of community and help tear down the walls
of oppression.  A fundamental basis for peace and justice is an economic system
that places human need above monetary profit.  We establish relationships among
people based on cooperation rather than competition or the threat of destruction.

Our political values and personal lives shape and reflect each other.  In both,
we are committed to nonviolent means of conflict resolution and to a process of
decision-making that responds to the needs of us all.

The Peace Newsletter (PNL) is published monthly by the Syracuse Peace Council
(SPC). The PNL is the newsletter of SPC as well as a forum for articles which
discuss issues of concern to the peace and justice movement. The opinions ex-
pressed in the PNL reflect the diversity of opinions within SPC itself.

SPC STAFF
Carol Baum, Andy Mager, Jessica Maxwell, Paul Pearce
(SPC Press/TV)

SPC STEERING COMMITTEE
Carol Baum, Gary Bonaparte, Dik Cool, Roxanne Hill,
Doug Igelsrud, Rae Kramer, Andy Mager, Jessica
Maxwell, Emily Moeller, Beth Mosley, Tina Musa,
Shirley Novak, Nick Poulos, Carole Resnick, Ann Tiffany

PEACE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Andy Mager (coordinator), Ed Kinane, Rae Kramer,
Donna Muhs-McCarten, Sara Smits. Calendar: An-
gela Manciocchi. Layout: Derek Currie, Andy Mager

Central New York Voices for Peace and Social JusticeCentral New York Voices for Peace and Social JusticeCentral New York Voices for Peace and Social JusticeCentral New York Voices for Peace and Social JusticeCentral New York Voices for Peace and Social Justice

Name: __________________________________

Address: ________________________________

City: ____________________________________

State: _________ Zip _____________________

Phone: (____)_______________

Email: __________________________________

Enclosed is $12 for a one year subscription
to the PNL.

Enclosed is an additional donation of $___
for all your great work!

Please contact me about volunteering.

Add me to SPC’s email announcements list.

This is a new subscription
This is a renewal
My address has changed

Syracuse Peace CouncilSyracuse Peace CouncilSyracuse Peace CouncilSyracuse Peace CouncilSyracuse Peace Council
924 Burnet Avenue, Syracuse, NY 13203

Subscribe to the PNL
Still only $12 a year for 11 issues!

Central New York Voices
for Peace and Social Justice

ISSN 0735-4134

January PNL Deadlines
Article submissions: December 1
Advertising: December 8
Calendar items: December 14

About the Cover
This month’s cover is a Karen Kerney creation with
inspiration and input from the Peace Newsletter editorial
committee.

Keep in Touch Via Email!
SPC Announcements is the Peace Council’s email service which
sends a few announcements each week about upcoming activi-
ties. Subscribe by sending a blank email from your account to:
<spcannouncements-subscribe@lists.riseup.net>.
 Problems? email: <spc@peacecouncil.net>.

CONTENTS
Syracuse Peace Council in Action .................................................... 3
Where From Here: An Activist Forum ............................................... 6
Dik Cool, Jessica Azulay/Brian Dominick, Jessica Maxwell,
Tim Judson, Frank Woolever, Horace Campbell, Liz Stacey, Rick Martin

Reaching Through Fear in Pennsylvania by Joe Pullman.................. 7
Can We Save the Earth?  by Cindy Squillace ...................................... 8
“Rocket” the Vote: Election Weapons Naomi Klein .......................... 9
The SU/Pentagon Connection by Nick Cavanaugh .......................... 10
Plowshares Craftsfair Program ................................................... 11-14
Hot Reading for Cold Winter Nights ............................................... 18
Community Calendar ........................................................................ 24



December 2004 Peace Newsletter  3

SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave., Syracuse, NY 13203

(315) 472-5478
spc@peacecouncil.net
www.peacecouncil.net

OFFICE HOURS:  Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm

Staff email addresses:
Andy Mager <andy@peacecouncil.net>
Carol Baum <carol@peacecouncil.net>

Jessica Maxwell <jessica@peacecouncil.net>

Educate, Agitate, Organize
SPC  IN  ACTION
compiled by Carol Baum

The Election – Don’t Mourn, Organize
Many hundreds of Central New
Yorkers participated in SPC’s
Bush Must Go! campaign,
working hard to oust Mr. Bush
from the White House. The
day after the election found
most of us outraged, angry,
disappointed, frustrated and
despairing. But even before
the day ended, many voices
were calling for resistance and
renewed energy, recognizing
that there is much work to
be done and that the world is
worth it.

We wondered if anyone
would come to SPC’s Novem-
ber volunteer orientation, held
just one week after the elec-
tion. A near-record number
attended, ready to get to work.

The Syracuse Peace
Council survived the Japanese
bombing of Pearl Harbor, the
McCarthy era, the Reagan
years and more. We will continue because
people are ready to stand up for the val-
ues that we hold dear, even in the most
difficult of times.

Although Bush did not “go,” we did
accomplish our other two primary cam-
paign goals: we helped educate people locally
on issues linked to the presidential elec-
tion, and built a stronger grassroots move-
ment for peace and social justice.

The Bush Must Go!
Campaign: What SPC Did

Our campaign consisted of making Bush
Must Go! visible locally; educating and
agitating around five issue-oriented phases
(including one just underway,  see Building
Real Democracy below); and other related
activities.

Visibility. SPC distributed 2,300 Bush
Must Go! lawn signs, and sold many but-
tons and bumperstickers. Hundreds of people

Other activities. As election-related
opportunities came up, we took action:

• SPC demonstrated outside the NYS
Republican Convention held in Syra-
cuse in May. Billionaires for Bush
debuted, carrying signs such as “Leave
No Billionaire Behind.”

• SPC’s birthday party this spring fea-
tured journalist Hart Seely and satiri-
cal musician Dave Lippman (a.k.a.
George Shrub).

• Over the summer we held two
fundraisers featuring Fahrenheit 9/11.
We tabled and handed out several thou-
sand leaflets at other showings of the
film.

• We sent two busloads of people to the
massive protest of the Republican
National Convention in NYC in August.
We sponsored (with the ACLU) a le-
gal training to prepare Syracuse dem-
onstrators for potential encounters with
law enforcement at the convention.

• In October, we organized a Bush Must
Go! rally in downtown Syracuse.

• We promoted other groups’ local voter
registration efforts and trips to Penn-
sylvania (see page 7).

• Throughout the election season, SPC-
TV, the PNL, and our listservs helped
keep people up-to-date on the issues
and how to help. Democracy Now, which
SPC shows on the local cable televi-
sion station, provided news from a pro-
gressive perspective.

See next page for our Election Day and
“week after” activities.

stopped by the SPC office for the first
time. Tens of thousands of people in cars
must have seen our weekly peace out-
reach where we held signs focusing on
that month’s theme.

Campaign themes
• Education, Not Occupation
• Human Need, Not Corporate Greed
• Protect the Earth
• Bye, Bye Big Brother

Each phase included educational and
action components. We produced and dis-
tributed 40,000 brochures and 7,000 copies
of the special election issue of the Peace
Newsletter. We organized educational pro-
grams and actions (two examples: Drop
Beats Not Bombs youth action festival,
and leafletting by Plants and Animals Against
Bush at the State Fair). Through every
aspect of the campaign, SPC activists were
interviewed by radio, television, and the
newspapers.

Many passersby laughed heartily at “George W. Bush”
(Ty Marshal) trying to hitchike to Texas on November 2
as part of the Peace Council’s Street Outreach at the
intersection of Teall Ave. and Rt. 690. Peace Council
activists with “Vote Bush Out” and “Bush Must Go!”
signs greeted rush-hour commuters at this and five other
busy intersections in the morning and afternoon.  At
several intersections Bush supporters joined us with
their own signs. Photo: Paul Melnikow.

continued on page 4
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continued on page 15

The Campaign Continues: Building
Real Democracy
From the beginning, we knew our work
on the election had to extend beyond Election
Day. So, the last phase of the Bush Must
Go! campaign began on November 3 and
will continue at least through the January
20 inauguration. We have organized two
community meetings to begin
this phase of our work. The
first, held November 7, focused
on peoples’ feelings and re-
actions to the election, as well
as sharing ideas for how to
move forward. The second
meeting was November 18,
and looked at “Building Real
Democracy.”

The Day After
The day after the election, a
mix of longtime SPC support-
ers, newcomers and other
community folks gathered at
Clinton Square from noon–1
pm to express outrage, frus-
tration and sadness at the presi-
dential election results. Activist
and musician Jolie Christine
Rickman shared a powerful
song with the crowd of 30-
40 people. Ed Kinane spoke,
focusing on the ongoing oc-
cupation of Iraq. He began by
noting that Bush Inc. will move quickly
to try to consolidate its agenda. Read his
statement on our website.

Post-Election Community Meeting
On Sunday, November 7, SPC hosted a
community meeting that was attended by
35-40 people. After sharing reactions,
thoughts, and feelings about the election
outcome, participants brainstormed ideas
for future organizing work. We also shared
examples of particularly effective actions
or events that we witnessed or partici-
pated in over the past year. These sug-
gestions will be integrated with ideas gen-
erated by SPC’s Steering and Program
Committees. SPC will use upcoming Steering
and Program Committee meetings as well
as our monthly program on November
18 to begin organizing and prioritizing the
suggestions.

Plowshares is Almost Here
Our 34th annual Plowshares Craftsfair and
Peace Festival is a perfect opportunity to
enjoy community, great food and enter-
tainment, and support craftspeople and
SPC at the same time. Remember, this
year it’s at Nottingham High School (3100
E. Genesee St., Syracuse). It runs Sat-
urday, December 4 from 10-5 pm; and
Sunday, December 5 from 11-5 pm. See
pages 11-14 for details.

St. in Syracuse. The whole point of this
meeting is to rally local students together,
and get them to explore the issues that
they care about. There will be workshops
on racism, animal rights, the draft, what
your rights as youth really are, and how
you can use them.

The event is free, no pre-registration
is needed and refreshments will be pro-
vided.

The conference is only the first of
many events Youth Empow-
erment for Peace hopes to have
throughout the year. Contact
Tina Musa <silvurrchair33
@hotmail. com>.

The Bill of Rights
Defense Campaign

(BORDC)
On the October anniversary
of the signing of the Patriot
Act, the BORDC sponsored
a panel discussion on “Our
Civil Liberties at Risk: The Pa-
triot Act and American Free-
doms.” Panelists from sev-
eral of the BORDC participat-
ing organizations, including
SPC, addressed questions
such as, “Does the Patriot Act
protect us from terrorist at-
tacks?”

The BORDC continues to
educate the community about
threats to the Bill of Rights.

Contact Carol if you would like the BORDC
to make a presentation to your group, or
if you’d like to get    involved.

Organizational/ Strategic
Planning

SPC would like to develop a clearer, long-
range vision for our work and organiza-
tional structure. Over the next few months,
we will be seeking input from many dif-
ferent people and groups through vari-
ous formats. Issues to be addressed in-
clude finances, facilities, setting short and
long-term organizing goals and democratic
participation in SPC. We encourage any-
one interested in the future of SPC and

Mike Pasquale, Mara Sapon-Shevin, Peter Swords and Madis Senner
anxiously watch the election returns. On election evening, well over
50 people left the isolation of their living rooms to watch the returns at
the Peace Council’s community gathering. Teamsters Local 317
generously hosted the event. We watched the “Daily Show” — a
much bigger hit than CNN, MSNBC or ABC. We appreciated the
solidarity as it increasingly appeared that Bush would be elected.
Photo: Janet DeTota

SPC / continued from page 3

Study Group on the US
Global Agenda

SPC’s study group recently finished reading
Arundhati Roy’s An Ordinary Person’s
Guide to Empire. We then watched the
acclaimed documentary The End of Sub-
urbia: Oil Depletion and the Collapse of
the American Dream. We’ll read articles
to finish off the year, and in January be-
gin Vandana Shiva’s Water Wars:
Privatization, Pollution, and Profit.

We welcome new members – please
try to do the reading first. Contact Carol.

Youth Acts Out!
Youth Empowerment for Peace is host-
ing a student activist conference on Sat-
urday, December 4th from 1-5 pm at
Nottingham High School, 3100 E. Genesee
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The Bush/Cheney
regime’s November

2 victory will be
trumpeted for
the next four

years as a “mandate” served up by the
evangelical right. While this perspective
has some accuracy, and is certainly scary,
it is far from the biggest story. Think about
it. A northern, liberal senator was run-
ning against an incumbent, wartime presi-
dent just three short years after 9/11. It
is an astounding TRIBUTE to millions of
progressives that the margin was so thin.

In 1972 during the Viet Nam War,
George McGovern (a liberal midwestern
senator) got 17 electoral votes. Seven-
teen! In 1968 Hubert Humphrey (a northern
liberal) got 191. In 1980 Jimmy Carter (a
southern liberal) got 49 against Reagan
and in 1984 Mondale (a northern liberal)
got 13 against Reagan. Thirteen! Finally,
in 1988 Dukakis got 111 against Bush I.
So, as usual, we have to see through the
conventional analysis to what really hap-
pened.

A large turnout of about 120 million
didn’t guarantee success because the right
turned out slightly more folks. But with-
out the heroic efforts of millions of
progressives to “take back America,” it
would have been a slaughter. Unfortu-
nately, the Democrats prioritized estab-
lishing Kerry’s Commander-in-Chief abilities
rather than fervently addressing Bush/
Cheney’s broad range of policies that hurt
almost everyone and border on fascism.

I saw a new, formidable alliance of
peace, labor, environmental, lesbian/gay,
African American, Latina/o, youth, edu-
cators work together, with some tenta-
tiveness, but with increasing trust as the

We all know what is coming.
The last four years have seen con-

tinued losses for working people. Millions
of individuals and families are worse off
than they were four years ago and it’s

Where From Here:
An Activist Forum on Post-Election Directions

Don’t Get the
Post-Election
Blues

Graphics in this section by John DiGesare

weeks rolled on. It is this alliance that we
must preserve and build on as the under-
pinning for progressive change over the
long haul.

Our first program priority must be
ending this horrible, immoral war against
the Iraqis. In doing so we should empha-
size US and Iraqi dead and wounded and
we must reach out to any and all US sol-
diers questioning the war. Linking with
military families (there are at least two
organizations) is also crucial. If we let
the right claim the “support our troops”
ground we have lost a powerful ally for
ending the war and combatting US mili-
tarism.

At the same time we must show con-
cretely who US empire building (and cor-
porate globalization) hurts most – (everyday
people here and around the world) and
who is helped – (the rich and powerful).
So let’s get to it – time’s a wastin!!!

Dik is the director of Syracuse Cultural
Workers, a former SPC Staffperson and current
member of the Peace Council Steering Com-
mittee.

only going to get uglier. We can expect
an enlarged health care crisis, more job
losses and more poverty.With control of
the Supreme Court, Republicans will al-
most certainly install justices in the com-
ing years who will reverse Roe v. Wade,
effectively denying women the option of
a safe abortion in the US.

Everything from food and health care
to heat for our homes and transportation
to and from work is at risk for millions
who have not already had these necessi-
ties stolen from them.

The creation of alternative institutions
that provide for people’s basic needs is
no longer a strategic option we can over-
look in favor of taking the electoral route
or merely protesting in the streets. Out
of necessity, a significant number of us
will have no choice but to seek alterna-
tives to the current economy and other
social infrastructure that will become in-
accessible in the coming years. And we
will need the help of those who are more
privileged if we hope to obtain for our-
selves any semblance of the services we
are sure to lose.

If we meet these needs in an orga-
nized and determined fashion we will all
have a better chance of surviving this chapter
of our country’s history. We will also be
closer to the position we need to hold anyway
if we wish to make radical social change
in the future.

When a movement is down as badly
as ours is, reaching for small, achievable
victories is the only sensible short-term
goal. Lest we grow sullen over the pros-
pect of another four years of losses, we’d
best organize for some attainable gains
that make people’s lives better. And that
can rally us for success while showing
the rest of the country (and the world)
that we have not evaporated.

Jessica  and Brian  are long-time activists
and co-founders of The NewStandard
<newstandardnews.net>. Their full article
can be found at <www.tools4change.org/
uts>.

continued on page 6

Build Alternative
Institutions(or die)

Dik Cool

Jessica Azulay and
Brian Dominick



6  Peace Newsletter  December 2004

Did the largest block of eligible US vot-
ers in 2004 choose: a) Bush, b) Kerry or
c) Nader?

The resounding answer is “none of
the above.” The divide in the US is not a
two-way split between Bush and Kerry,
conservatives and liberals. Eligible voters
were primarily split along three lines: those
who voted for Bush (a little over 30%),
those who voted for Kerry (about 30%)
and those who did not vote (about 40%).

Electoral democracy in the US is fun-
damentally flawed. Much of the US popu-
lation is disenfranchised and disenchanted
– and has been for decades. Those who
vote are disproportionately whiter and
wealthier than the typical person in the
US.

As organizers we must work on two
fronts simultaneously as we continue the
fight for justice.

First, we must incorporate electoral
reform and independent electoral politics
into our work in a way that complements
our organizing efforts. They shouldn’t replace
our issue-based organizing work – the two
should support each other. If we truly
intend to have an impact, this work must
be ongoing, not a disjointed effort for a
few months every four years. Our elec-
toral work should not be centered on the
personalities of individual candidates, but
rather focus on issues and process. It should
include demanding proportional represen-
tation and instant runoff voting. Such policies
would allow third parties to participate
meaningfully, opening up space for a wider
range of candidates and issues as well as
encouraging higher voter participation. We
also must demand verifiable paper ballots
from every voting machine.

Where From Here / from page 5

Where From Here: An Activist Forum on Post-Election Directions

continued on page 16

“If we don’t do something real
soon…we’re going to be forced either
to use the ballot or the bullet. It’s one
or the other in 1964. It isn’t that time
is running out — time has run out!”
– Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet”

This year’s election raises many un-
settling truths about our country and what

Second, we must identify key local
issues for improving our communities and
the lives of those who are most disen-
franchised under the current system. We
should: 1) oppose existing policies that
are hurting people (such as the Rockefeller
Drug Laws), 2) support progressive re-
forms (such as instituting a living wage)
and 3) build independent, democratic in-
stitutions (like the Ithaca Health Fund, a
grassroots community healthcare program
in Ithaca) that address real needs without
becoming disempowering charities.

The way we structure our organiza-
tions and carry out this work must allow
for direct democratic participation. We
must be ready to use some of our time
and resources to support the struggles of
those we consider allies. Ultimately, if we
are to grow as a movement, we need to
show that we can create tangible improve-
ments in people’s lives...and that we can
win.

Jessica  is a Peace Council staffperson and
member of the Bread and Roses Collective
House.

is required to change it. Whether or not it
turns out that there was enough suppres-
sion, disenfranchisement, and fraud in the
vote-counting to change the outcome, we
need to look seriously at how the right
wing rose to power in this country.

It’s not just that they have vast sums
of money and that corporations are able
to buy cooperation from politicians and
the media. It has to be much more than
that because millions of ordinary people
chose to vote for the greater, not the lesser,
of two evils.

Confronted with the  mass movements
of the 1950s-70s, the right wing reinvented
itself. It developed a decades-long strat-
egy to seize power from local to national
levels. But it began at the grassroots, creating
constituencies and developing rhetoric and
platforms those constituencies could buy
into. Racism plays a central role.

We should take a lesson from the right
wing. Grassroots groups need to put na-
tional politics on the back burner for now.
Those echelons of power are either out
of our grasp at the moment or are a dis-
traction from the work essential to changing
this country. We need to begin exercis-
ing power at the local level. We need to
show, through results on the local level,
that “progressive” policies are better for
our communities and society than the far-
right agenda. That could start breaking
down ideological barriers.

Most of us are uncomfortable with
the necessity of compromise in our fail-
ing political system. But in order to change
the course of history, we must find ways
to exercise power effectively across the
spectrum of our society – from elected
positions to the streets.

We need to build a society that doesn’t
just promise a vital, dignified, and mean-
ingful life for every person – but makes
good on that promise. These ideals and
values are central to our country’s well
being and sense of identity. It will take a
long time, but there is no quick fix to this
situation. This is our challenge in the next
generation.

Tim is a  former SPC staffperson and a member
of the Citizens Awareness Network.

Exercise Power
Locally!

Jessica Maxwell

Tim Judson

None of
the Above
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Joe Pullman

Six times this fall, I trekked to Pennsyl-
vania and canvassed door-to-door in three
different locations for the Kerry campaign.
Four of these times Kaatje, my 11 year-
old daughter, joined me.

That first afternoon in September, we
both were scared when we approached
our first house in Williamsport. I was driven
by my desire for the swing state of Penn-
sylvania to vote Bush out so that there
might be a peaceful and safe world for
her and her siblings to grow up in.

But fear came up when I remembered
that I hate it when people come to my
door wanting something. Who am I to
tell people how to vote — I’m not even
from their state! What am I supposed to
be doing here?

There we were, though, and the tracking
sheet would tell us: James Johnson, age
48, registered Independent. I noticed that
I tended to focus when a live person came
to  the door. There is a kind of white light
about these encounters; if you can present
yourself in the right way and then listen,
remarkable things can happen.

What Happens in Canvassing
What can happen when we knock on
someone’s door? First, they might liter-
ally step away from their TV set. And
then, if they’re one-on-one with some-
one who: 1) they can recognize is like
them; 2) with quiet enthusiasm briefly states,
in personal terms, their conviction that a
certain change is possible; 3) asks them
what their concerns are; and 4) listens
with deep respect — then — look out.
These are the conditions under which people
make connections between their reality
and their nation’s policy; these are the con-
ditions that spawn democracy.

So, yes. We won Pennsylvania. In
all of the three counties where Kaatje and
I, and scores of others canvassed, vot-
ing results were reversed from what they

Reaching Through Fear:
Door-to-Door in Pennsylvania

had been in 2000. I rang doorbells and I
saw people stop what they were doing, I
heard them think out loud about what na-
tional directions made sense when they
considered their own situations. I listened
to them shift, often from mouthing a Bush
line initially, to thoughtfully differing from
that very position. Given the brigades of
us down there doing what the two of us
were doing, I was gratified, but not sur-
prised, at the result.

I now believe that we all have inside
ourselves the beginning of the answer to
the most serious problems that face us.
Assessing conditions and deciding what
needs to be changed, however, is an in-
teractive process. It is through intentional
contact and dialogue with another per-
son that we get clear, synapses fire and
we individually make decisions. The cur-
rent culture of fear isolates us from each
other, our thinking slows to a crawl and
our power to change our nation’s course
remains dormant.

Where We Go from Here
There is great promise for harnessing the
power of this process as we move for-
ward from the presidential election. We
can use it in advancing progressive local
and statewide candidacies in the near fu-
ture. But since democracy is about more
than candidates and parties, we can also

use it to spark creative responses to the
challenges already arising out of George
Bush’s second term.

Canvassing works because it’s safe.
Typically it happens on a person’s home
turf, and is one-on-one or at most, two-
on-one. There is potential, however,  for
modifying this formula such that one or
two people might enter other “safe ha-
vens” and engage people in their clubs
and congregations.

Fear and National Policy Change
I think individual isolation and fear are the
greatest obstacles to national policy change.
Canvassing is useful for this reason: it  gives
those canvassed a safe forum to realize
what their interests are, own them, and
therefore be able and motivated, as the
case may be, to voice or vote them.

But canvassing has also been a gift
to me as an activist. Meeting one-on-one
with many other people who were politi-
cally different from me, and being a part
of their discovering and acting on their
own truth, has been highly empowering.

A challenge for activists in dark times
will be not to allow our fear to silence or
hold us back. We must remember Anne
Frank’s  “all people are good at heart”:
given the chance, people will do the right
thing. Proof of this, indeed, may be as
close as our neighbor’s doorstep.

Joe, a social worker in Truxton, NY, seeks
to meld community, activism and economic
development.

Shavel Edwards and Helen Hudson speak to a union voter in
Wilkes-Barre, PA as part of the Central New York Labor Federation’s door-to-
door work in northern Pennsylvania. Photo: Mark Spadafore
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Cindy Squillace

Icecaps melting…hole in the ozone
getting larger…depleted uranium
weapons…war throughout the
planet…great apes dying…AIDS
spreading…GMO food everywhere…It’s
all enough to make you hide your head
in the sand!  “It’s too overwhelming, I
can’t think about it anymore!”

In the summer of 2003 I attended the Global
Integrity Conference in Italy.  I was riv-
eted to each presentation and lecture. For
days I listened to scientists, environmen-
tal lawyers, and ecologists reporting on
research, court battles and ecological di-
sasters around the world. They were all
trying to make sense of what they saw
happening to the planet, the escalating slide
toward irreparable global degradation. They
were bitter and despairing and it became
evident they didn’t have much hope we
could reverse the destructive trends they
were documenting. It was frightening to
hear report after report about how close
to the environmental brink we are.

I overheard one world-renowned
ecologist ask in anguish, “Why, when we
absolutely know the consequences of our
life-consuming destructiveness, why aren’t
we changing our behavior to save the earth,
ourselves and our children’s children?”
When he learned I was a bereavement
therapist, he challenged me — What are
you doing to help people grieve the loss
of the natural world?

A lightning bolt went through me. I
knew that I needed to somehow find a
way to answer his question. These edu-
cated, powerful advocates for the Earth
were grieving and angry and did not have
the skills and resources needed to keep
them from cynicism and despair. Instead
of listening to and validating the enormous
pain just under the surface, their despair
seemed to be isolating and immobilizing
them, each in their own little ‘hell’ of pre-

Can We Save the Earth?
Not unless we deal with our grief!

dicting doom, arguing about which disaster
would happen first.

I believe all of humanity is experiencing
this anger and despair about the world
situation. I also believe that finding tools
to help direct these feelings may free up
our creativity to move us beyond the im-
mobilizing cynicism and apathy which
surrounds us in our numbed-out US cul-
ture.

overwhelming and has caused most of
us to become  apathetic and disconnected
from our grief. This apathy, Joanna be-
lieves, is the greatest danger to our planet’s
survival. It makes us disregard the dan-
gers we face. She believes that our abil-
ity to feel this pain brings compassion,
and this compassion is what will move
humans to choose a sustainable future.
Acknowledging grief in community en-
ergizes us and brings wisdom and com-
passion; no small feat in our world! This
is the time that will decide the fate of lifeforms,
as we have known them. We are the ones
who decide whether the self-destructive,
Industrial Growth worldview continues
on, consuming all life, or whether we turn
toward a Life-Sustaining worldview.

Joanna calls this the Time of the Great
Turning, and has named her teachings on
how to move us toward compassionate
sustainability,  the Work That Reconnects.
This work requires action on three lev-
els: 1) actions like boycotts, tree-sitting,
demonstrations that hold back destruc-
tive forces; 2) actions that build alterna-
tive structures such as Ithaca Dollars, CSA
agriculture, co-housing; and 3) processes
that help bring about a worldwide change
in values and consciousness. Joanna and
others have developed experiential work-
shops, global projects and on-going study
groups to support these actions.

Through a remarkable set of circum-
stances, I had the opportunity this past
summer to spend 10 days at a Tibetan
retreat center in California, where I joined
Joanna and Fran Macy, and 29 other par-
ticipants from around the world learning
the Work That Reconnects. I was deeply
moved by this work. There is much more
to share than I have space for in this ar-
ticle... the radiation detector project out-
side of Chernobyl, the Elm Dance, the
Project for Nuclear Guardianship, the emer-
gence of Shambala Warriors….I welcome
questions about the Work That Recon-
nects or interest in the projects it’s a part
of. I would love to join with others to do
some of this work in the Syracuse area,
and organize a way to bring Joanna and
Fran to Central New York for a work-
shop next year. To learn more go to <www.
joannamacy.net>.

Cindy <csquillace@hospice-pca.org> is a
mother, social worker, peace activist and
the Regional Coordinator for the NYS Center
for Sudden Infant Death at Hospice CNY.

Joanna Macy teaches about the Work That
Reconnects. Photo: Dan Walters.

I returned to Syracuse, to my bereave-
ment work, determined to grapple with
these issues. This led me to the work of
Joanna Macy. Joanna is a theologian,
ecophilosopher, writer, teacher and so-
cial activist. Her work doesn’t fit any tidy
package. She sometimes calls it engaged
Buddhism; that is, “the work of acting
boldly and simply for the sake of the Earth
and all the beings on it.”

In 1978 Joanna began to write about
the role of grief and pain for our world.
She saw that people were unable or un-
willing to open to this pain for fear that
once opened, they would never emerge
from it. This fear of pain for the world is
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“Rocket” the Vote: Election Weapons
Naomi Klein

P. Diddy says his “Vote or Die” campaign
will live on. The hip-hop mogul’s voter-
registration drive during the US presidential
elections was, he said, merely “phase one,
step one for us to get people engaged.”

Fantastic. I have a suggestion for phase
two: P. Diddy, Ben Affleck, Leonardo
DiCaprio and the rest of the self-described
“Coalition of the Willing” should take their
chartered jet and fly to Fallujah, where
their efforts are desperately needed. But
first they are going to need to flip the slo-
gan from “Vote or Die!” to “Die, Then
Vote!”

Because that is what is happening there.
Escape routes have been sealed off, homes
are being demolished, and an emergency
health clinic has been razed — all in the
name of preparing the city for January
elections. In a letter to United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, US-ap-
pointed Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi
explained that the all-out attack was re-
quired “to safeguard lives, elections and
democracy in Iraq.”

With all the millions spent on “democ-
racy-building” and “civil society” in Iraq,
it has come to this: if you can survive
attack by the world’s only superpower,
you get to cast a ballot. Fallujans are go-
ing to vote, goddammit, even if they all
have to die first.

And make no mistake: they are Fallujans
under the gun. “The enemy has got a face.
He’s called Satan. He lives in Fallujah,”
Marine Lt. Col. Gareth Brandl told the BBC.
Well, at least he admitted that some of
the fighters actually live in Fallujah, un-
like Donald Rumsfeld, who would have
us believe that they are all from Syria and
Jordan. And since US army vehicles are
blaring recordings forbidding all men be-
tween the ages of 15 and 50 from leaving
the city, it would suggest that there are at
least a few Iraqis among what CNN now
obediently describes as the “anti-Iraqi
forces.”

Elections
in Iraq were
never going to
be peaceful, but
they did not need
to be an all-out war
on voters either. Mr.
Allawi’s Rocket the
Vote campaign is the di-
rect result of a disastrous
decision made exactly one
year ago. On Nov. 11, 2003,
Paul Bremer, then chief US
envoy to Iraq, flew to Wash-
ington to meet with  George W.
Bush. The two men were concerned
that if they kept their promise to hold
elections in Iraq within the coming months,
the country would fall into the hands of
insufficiently pro-US forces.

That would defeat the purpose of the
invasion, and it would threaten Mr. Bush’s
election chances. At that meeting, a re-
vised plan was hatched: elections would
be delayed for more than a year and in
the meantime, Iraq’s first “sovereign”
government would be hand-picked by
Washington. The plan would allow Mr.
Bush to claim progress on the campaign
trail, while keeping Iraq safely under US
control.

In the US, Mr. Bush’s claim that “free-
dom is on the march” served its purpose,
but in Iraq, the plan led directly to the
carnage we see today. George Bush likes
to paint the forces opposed to the US pres-
ence in Iraq as enemies of democracy.
In fact, much of the uprising can be traced
directly to decisions made in Washington
to stifle, repress, delay, manipulate and
otherwise thwart the democratic aspira-
tions of the Iraqi people.

Yes, democracy has genuine oppo-
nents in Iraq, but before George Bush and
Paul Bremer decided to break their cen-
tral promise to hand over power to an
elected Iraqi government, these forces were
isolated and contained. That changed when
Mr. Bremer returned to Baghdad and tried
to convince Iraqis that they weren’t yet
ready for democracy.

Mr. Bremer argued the country was
too insecure to hold elections, and besides,
there were no voter rolls. Few were con-
vinced. In January 2004, 100,000 Iraqis

peacefully took to the streets of Baghdad,
with 30,000 more in Basra. Their chant
was, “Yes, yes elections. No, no selec-
tions.” At the time, many argued that Iraq
was safe enough to have elections and
pointed out that the lists from the Saddam-
era oil-for-food program could serve as
voter rolls. But Mr. Bremer wouldn’t budge
and the UN — scandalously and fatefully
— backed him up.

Writing in The Wall Street Journal,
Hussain al-Shahristani, chair of the standing
committee of the Iraqi National Academy
of Science (imprisoned under Saddam
Hussein for 10 years), accurately predicted
what would happen next. “Elections will
be held in Iraq, sooner or later,” wrote
Mr. al-Shahristani. “The sooner they are
held, and a truly democratic Iraq is es-
tablished, the fewer Iraqi and American
lives will be lost.”

Ten months and thousands of lost
Iraqi and American lives later, elections
are scheduled to take place with part of
the country in the grip of yet another in-
vasion and much of the rest of it under
martial law. As for the voter rolls, the
Allawi government is planning to use the
oil-for-food lists, just as was suggested
and dismissed a year ago.

So it turns out that all of the excuses
were lies: if elections can be held now,
they most certainly could have been held
a year ago, when the country was vastly

Naomi Klein is the author of No Logo: Tak-
ing Aim at the Brand Bullies (Picador) and,
most recently, Fences and Windows: Dis-
patches From the Front Lines of the Global-
ization Debate (Picador). The article is re-
printed from <www.nologo.org>. continued on page 21

Iraq
Election

PNL Graphic: Andy Mager
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Nick Cavanaugh

In the past few years, military presence
at Syracuse University has increased, both
ideologically and materially. The campus
saw the introduction in fall 2003 of a new
program, the Institute for National Secu-
rity and Counterterrorism (INSCT), run
jointly by the Law and Maxwell Schools.
This institute mostly offers graduate level
courses, but has also run a conference
on governmental information sharing at
which John Poindexter, of Iran/Contra in-
famy, was an esteemed panelist. In 2003
Mitchell Wallerstein, a former Department
of Defense official, was hired as a Max-
well dean.

National Security Studies
The campus has also seen the growth of
the National Security Studies (NSS) pro-
gram in Maxwell, perhaps the most overt
military connection. A look into NSS and
what it does should demonstrate just how
involved Syracuse University is with the
US military. The NSS trains high level De-
partment of Defense officials and their
civilian equivalents, and is the only pro-
gram of its kind. It is run jointly by Max-
well and the John Hopkins University’s
School of Advanced International Stud-
ies (SAIS) in Washington, though classes
take place almost exclusively at SU. The
two schools won a bid to administer the
program in 1996, beating out Harvard, which
had run the program for the past 15 years.
The 1996 contract included a grant of $8.1
million to the two schools, and runs for
five years.

The NSS is mainly used to advance
the careers of military officers; it also in-
vites civilians from intelligence agencies,
weapons manufacturing corporations, and
other areas. It includes a six-week Na-
tional Security Management Course at SU
in the spring for colonels and lieutenant
colonels and civilian equivalents; a two-
week National Security Leadership Course

The SU/Pentagon Connection

at SU in
the fall, de-
signed for re-
cently promoted ad-
mirals and generals and
civilian equivalents; and a three-
day seminar at various times and
places for senior Department of De-
fense officials.

 The content of the courses varies
from the nuances of administering US foreign
policy to “Cross-Cultural Complexities of
Peacekeeping.” For example, one of the
case studies that participants examine con-
cerns the legality of using the predator
drone for targeted assassinations in war-
fare. The predator drone has been used
in places such as Afghanistan. In another
case study a leftist president wants to di-
rect money away from military spending
toward social programs. In this exercise,
participants simulate responses they can
make to what they see as dangerous na-
tional security policy.

Unwelcome Critiques
The NSS argues that people from all dif-
ferent political perspectives should want
the military to receive training in diverse
university settings. In order to back up
this argument, presentations by decidedly
anti-war professors are incorporated into
the program. However, the limits of ac-
ceptance of criticism have been tested.
To diffuse his opposition, one of the most
vocal faculty critics of the program was
asked to talk on a panel. He spoke of his
abhorrence for what he described as the

US
military’s

impe r i a l
ambitions

abroad and ex-
plained that the military

will inevitably confront
people who share views just

l i k e his in its foreign interventions. After
these remarks, the director of the pro-
gram was “as mad as [the presenter] had
ever seen anyone”; it’s likely that he will
not be invited again. It seems that institu-
tional critiques have little place in this program;
it isn’t easy to hold a mirror up to the
military-industrial complex.

The NSS’ influence on the Maxwell
School is seen in the continually expand-
ing space that the program occupies in
the building and in the seeming trend to-
ward attracting military people to the school
(such as Dean Wallerstein). There are,
of course, other ways that the military
has a stake in SU, such as through the
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC)
program and various Department of De-
fense research grants. The NSS has re-
mained the most visible symbol of the
connections that exist, and has thus been
the focus of student, faculty and staff op-
position groups. These include the Stu-
dent Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC)
and the Student Peace Action Network
(SPAN). Those who oppose NSS are
working hard to make sure the current
contract isn’t renewed when it expires in
2006.

Nick is a Syracuse University student and
member of the Student Environmental Ac-
tion Coalition. He can be reached at 475-
9526 or <nmcavana@syr.edu>.
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And they shall
beat their 

swords into
plowshares

and their
spears into

pruning hooks;
nation shall
not lift up

sword against
nation,

neither shall
they learn war

anymore. 

Welcome to  the  34th Annual  
PLOWSHARES

Peace Festival & Winter Holiday CRAFTSFAIR
SATURDAY, DEC.4  10AM-5PM AND SUNDAY, DEC 5  11-5PM

Plowshares is a community marketplace of handmade crafts, clothing, jew-
elry, rugs, bowls, cups, art work, books and more.  Wandering minstrels, fab-
ulous food, and a spirit of camaraderie create a weekend of buying and sell-
ing, grassroots style: a grand opportunity to connect at year's end and share
in the life and culture of a regional marketplace.  Our Central New York tra-
dition is a collective effort of many peace and justice workers.  It is a wonder-
ful once-a-year community.

We bring you a craftsfair free of commercialism.  All of our various crafts-
people make their own crafts by hand, and by their own design.  We are
proud to say that Plowshares is one of the favorite craftshows for the crafts-
people, with one of the most enjoyable family atmospheres in the area.

This is our first year at Nottingham High School.  Our new location gives
us space for additional crafters and better parking.  We are pleased to be at
this public high school contributing to its role as a community resource. 

SYRACUSE PEACE
COUNCIL

SPC was founded in 1936 as an anti-war organiza-
tion. The Peace Council’s vision of a world where
war, violence, and exploitation in any form will no
longer exist has been a mainstay for 68 years.

The Peace Council has changed, though, over the
years from a group with a few members working out
of peoples’ homes, to a larger organization with active
and paid staff working out of our own building.

It is the Peace Council’s belief that present social
injustices cannot be understood in isolation from each
other nor can they be overcome without recognizing

their economic and militaristic roots. Essential for
peace and justice is an economic system that places
human needs above monetary profit. The Peace
Council seeks to make these connections clear.

Our political values and personal lives shape and
reflect each other. In both we are committed to non-
violent means of conflict resolution and to a process
that responds to the needs of all.

Peace and social struggles have reached unprece-
dented proportions around the globe, and constant
organizing is taking place around these struggles.We
are all part of the global work for progressive change
and we believe that one voice can always make a dif-
ference. For more information about the Syracuse
Peace Council, stop by the SPC table at the craftsfair.

SPC RAFFLE 
Over 25 great prizes!  At only $1 per chance or 6 for $5, these raffle tickets are a great buy.
Get your tickets at the raffle table or from one of our roving ticket sellers (look for fancy

hats).  Drawings take place throughout the two-day festival, 
and you need not be present to win. 

All proceeds benefit the Peace Council.

NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
is located at 3100 East Genessee Street in Syracuse, about halfway

between downtown Syracuse and Dewitt.
Use main entrance off Meadowbrook Drive.
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• 17th Century Suds
     Richford, 607-844-4319
• Tom Albani
     Phoenix, 315-695-1227
• Merri Baldwin
     Homer, 607-749-3354
• Beckie Baldwin
     Syracuse, 315-559-1597
• Linda Barbour, Tunura's Homemade Spec.
     Syracuse, 315-476-7330
• Kathy Barry, Babouska
     Syracuse, 315-425-7257
• Amy Bartell
     Syracuse, 315-422-4406
• Susan Basch
     Pennellville, 315-676-2550
• Amy Bowers
     Syracuse, 315-425-9677
• Kristina Burkey
     North Syracuse, 315-451-5156
• Gail Calloway
     Jordan, 315-689-9975
• Irja Cantori & Family
     Wolcott, 315-594-6330
• Hannah Cass
     Syracuse, 315-422-9633
• Common Place Land Trust
     Truxton, 607-842-6799
• Rainbow Crow
     Spencer, 607-351-8749
• Darte Productions
     Syracuse, 315-472-2369
• Schaelon & Matthew Davis, Eva Williams
     Syracuse, 315-476-7953
• Mary Lou Demong & Molly Susman
     Syracuse, 315-472-9113
• Joaquin Didomineco
     Ithaca, 607-277-6090
• Cathy Drake
     Syracuse, 315-446-5319
• Dan Duggan
     Red Creek, 315-754-8946
• Kelly Duncan
     Syracuse, 315-487-4962
• Wendy Edwards
     Manlius, 315-682-9635
• Barbara Floch
     Syracuse, 315-478-6067
• Kathy Fonda
     Baldwinsville, 315-635-0887
• Lynda Lloyd Fuchs
     Syracuse, 315-422-7700
• Suzanne Gaglie
     Ithaca, 607-277-3474

hand made soaps

silver & precious metal, clay jewelry

 woven rag rugs, paper angels, xmas fish

pottery: vases, trays, garden animals

baked goods, natural soaps

handcrafted hats, bags, pillows

cards, prints, pottery, T-shirts, totes

beaded & gemstone jewelry, bookmarks

drawings, framed art, cards

cookie mix, soup mix, dips, teas

copper ornaments, painted boxes, journals

painted eggs, gourds, knits, ornaments

leather jewelry, bookmarks, stained glass

wreaths, candles, soap, gourds

silver & gemstone jewelry, candles

photographs, photo greeting cards

African art work, textiles, prints

clay pins, scarves, boas, photos

silver, stone, brass jewelry

wild flower prints, fleece headbands

hammered dulcimer tapes & CDs

homemade toffee

handbags, hats, scarves, pillows

jewelry, crocheted items

handbags

metal & beaded jewelry

'body buddies' pillows, hats

• Kevin Gallelli
     Palmyra, 315-576-1885
• Kathy Haendle
     Syracuse, 315-469-3345
• Cynthia Hand
     Kenmore, 716-871-1924
• Liz Handler & Jenni Titone
     Syracuse, 315-492-3007, 256-7762
• Lillie Harris
     Syracuse, 315-445-2459
• Joanne Hart
     Syracuse, 315-373-5484
• Edward Hazzard
     Syracuse, 315-487-2194
• John Heard
     Syracuse, 315-478-1740
• Carmelyn Hevey
     Camden, 315-964-2270
• Kathleen Hicks
     Sterling, 315-947-5019
• Otat Homer
     Syracuse, 315-426-1252
• Katherine Hughes
     Syracuse, 315-479-6897
• Cassandra Ingram
     Syracuse, 315-422-8427
• Jack-Jill Teens
     Syracuse, 315-476-7953
• Ira & Flora Johnson
     Syracuse, 315-454-3397
• Jane & Bob Jones
     Sherburne, 607-674-4842
• Karen Kerney & Sam Tarbania
     Jamesville, 315-469-0403
• Diane Koi Thompson
     Odessa, 607-594-3924
• Mareike Kuypers
     Ithaca, 607-379-0260
• Debra Laverty
     Manlius, 315-682-6676
• Robert Levy
     Syracuse, 315-476-4137
• Judy Claire Lieblein
     Syracuse, 315-469-8445
• Marcy Linsner
     Syracuse, 315-474-0258
• David Liss-Lisi
     North Syracuse, 315-451-6927
• Cathy Lobdell
     Syracuse, 315-422-0947
• Mary Loehr & Leslie Schultz
     Ithaca, 607-256-9733

batik clothing

jewelry, quilted items, decorated clothing

metal, beaded, stone jewelry

clothes, hats, salves, beaded jewelry

desserts, cookies, pies

glass, leather, stone jewelry

fabric covered journals, notepads, address books

rainsticks, tube drums

 origami mobiles, stone pins, paperweights

quilted items, tea towels, bags, T-shirts

herbal products, tinctures, salves, oils, teas

ceramics, vases, pins, cards

crocheted hats

fabric covered pots, lollipops, cookies

home & kitchen wooden crafts

cat & dog treats, pet gift baskets

puppets, clothes, edibles, figurines

hammocks, hammock chairs

ceramic painted tiles

herbal soaps, potpourri, soy candles

porcelain & stoneware pottery

ceramic jewelry & ornaments

wooden jewelry

 functional pottery, wall hangings, vases

crocheted sweaters, coats, shawls

envelopes, books

34th Annual SPC Plowshares Craftsfair

Crafters

continued on next page
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• Tina MacDonald
     Syracuse, 315-472-6707
• Jacquelyn Maye
     Syracuse, 315-445-1426
• Joelle McAndrew
     Syracuse, 315-422-9692
• Lara McCarthy
     Syracuse, 315-422-4334
• Linda Lee Miller
     Baldwinsville, 315-635-6627
• Ralph Minnifield
     Syracuse, 315-428-0312
• Michael Moody
     Syracuse, 315-423-0264
• Mosi Village: V. Johnson, M. Warner
     Syracuse, 315-479-5757
• Sheila Murphy
     Syracuse, 315-471-0971
• Brenda Ocampo
     Syracuse, 315-476-1807
• Felice Osband
     Rochester, 585-288-0130
• Karen Patton
     Syracuse, 315-445-0935
• Asha Pearse
     Liverpool, 315-451-9046
• Cathy Pence
     Mattydale, 315-427-4583
• Barbara Peterson
     Syracuse, 315-446-3294
• Felicia Proud
     Syracuse, 315-469-7172
• Josafina Ramos
     Syracuse, 315-471-7838
• Rick Reina, Syracuse Soapworks
     Syracuse, 315-575-0287
• Linda Remig, Duck Hill Weaver
     Hannibal, 315-564-6643
• David Reyen
     Baldwinsville, 315-635-8817
• Susan Rollings, Sundance Designs
     Candor, 607-659-3923
• Linda Ruckdeschel
     Syracuse, 315-656-4255
• Marge Rusk
     Syracuse, 315-476-7635
• Heather Sackett
     N. Syracuse, 315-458-0455
• Fatimah Salaam
     Syracuse, 315-472-0351
• Cynthia Schmidt
     Mexico, 315-963-1494
• Ann Schumacher
     Liverpool, 315-657-3700
• Jeanne Shenandoah
     Onondaga Nation, 315-492-1440
• Dale Sherman
     Manlius, 315-682-0586
• Virginia Spina
     Jamesville, 315-682-7333

photographs

African art: wood, fabric, framed, spices

fabric dolls, stuffed animals, soft jewelry

blankets, quilted ornaments, glycerin soaps

handbags, jewelry

leather craft & art, body oils

art prints

bracelets, pins, dolls, cards, vessels

tea cozies, dish mats

stone, crystal & glass jewelry

hand blown glass sculptures & jewelry

metal, glass, clay, woven wire jewelry

handmade books, paper, cards, paintings

stained glass, suncatchers, ornaments

ethnic wreaths, table runners, bowls, ties

gemstone, bone, turquoise jewelry

hand knit bags, purses, wallets, clothing

cold process soap bars, salt scrubs, balms

baskets, flower pots, bookmarks

dyed, felted garments & accessories

dyed, painted clothing, nature prints

veils, ring pillows, silk floral designs

grapevine wreaths, catnip toys, sea bottles

stoneware clay water fountains

decorative light switch plates

paintings, bags, shirts

flower magnets, wooden flower presses

herbal products, beadwork, handcrafts

wooden crafts:

herbal cold processed soaps, papers

• Diana Sponsler & Laurie Sanderson
     DeWitt, 315-445-9803
• Douglas St. John
     Syracuse, 315-471-7541
• Pam Stewart
     DeWitt, 315-446-6623
• Marie Summerwood
     Syracuse, 315-476-1256
• Syracuse Cultural Workers
     Syracuse, 315-474-1132
• Things Made Simple
     Syracuse, 315-478-1677
• Sallie Thompson
     Bridgeport, 315-633-8028
• Anne Uva
     Syracuse, 315-474-2134
• Sandra Washington
     DeWitt, 315-446-7283
• Aduke Watts-Branch
     Syracuse, 315-491-4626
• Gina & Bob Wells
     Dexter, 315-639-3431
• Sarah Winter & Mark Svetz
     Willimantic, 860-423-7010
• Tanya Zabinski & Joe DiPasquale
      Buffalo, 716-885-2197

• Art of Living
      315-469-7439
• Beyond Boundaries
      315-478-4571
• Caribbean & Latin America Coalition (CLAC)
      315-446-2720
• Clear Visions Project
      315-422-4924
• Greater Syracuse Tenants Network
      315-475-8092
• New Environment Association
      315-446-8009
• New School
      315-475-6453
• Peace Action
      315-478-7442
• Syracuse Cooperative Federal Credit Union
      315-471-1116
• Women Transcending Boundaries
      315-446-1694

crocheted backpacks

stained glass, dimensional items

shed antler home decor

herbals, soaps, potholders

holiday cards, flags, shirts

fabric figures, florals, ornaments

wheel thrown pottery & stoneware

books, purses, bags, collages

table ware, totes, coasters, wall hangings

angels, jewelry, dolls

copper, brass patina jewelry, glass pendants

hemp, organic cotton clothing, bags

silk screen prints on clothing

information

T-shirts, cards

information

buttons, stickers, tshirts, videos

information

calendars, information

information

wreaths, information

information

information

Community Groups

continued from previous page



14  Peace Newsletter  December 2004

THE FRONT ROOM
BOOKSTORE

This annual incarnation of the Front Room Bookstore brings T-
shirts, bumper stickers, buttons, books and a variety of calendars to
you. Money raised pays for special SPC projects and purchases.

THE PEACE
NEWSLETTER (PNL)

The Peace Newsletter is one of the main educational projects of
SPC, strengthening communication in our community. Published 11
times per year, the PNL serves as an internal newsletter as well as an
alternative/critical voice on local, national and international issues. The
monthly calendar lists progressive events in the region to help
encourage participation in diverse community activities. Our advertis-
ers are a steady source of support and we hope you will support
them in turn. Since publishing criticism of the powers that be isn't the
best way to raise money, we rely on PNL subscribers to keep this
important voice strong. We don't want just your money (one year
subscription still only $12); articles and artwork warmly requested.
Letters to the editor also stimulate dialogue about diverse perspec-
tives.

COME AND EAT
Sunday hours include
BRUNCH at 11AM

Great-tasting food and drink are an essential part of any successful
gathering and a centerpiece of Plowshares. We are fortunate that
Joanne Grisanti,Theresa Bizzell and friends return as our chefs this
year. The menu will include:

Breakfast Burritos
Pizza – Plain Cheese & Garlic
Black Bean Burritos with homemade salsa
Greens & Beans with Pasta’s Bread
Winter Vegetable Soup with Sourdough Bread
Black Beans & Rice with chips 

Homemade Cookies & Scones
Brownies
Fruit

Organic Juices & Natural Sodas & Spritzers
New York State Apple Cider
Fair Trade, Organic Coffee
Organic Tea 

We make every effort to cook with locally grown and
organic ingredients. We deliver to vendor booths.

THE SPC INFO &
CRAFTS TABLES

Learn about the Peace Council's ongoing activities and upcoming
events. Pick up literature about a variety of issues. Add your voice to
the peace and justice chorus with your name on a petition or volun-
teer sign-up sheet. You will also find an assortment of crafts for sale
donated by the craftspeople. All proceeds from these tables go to sup-
port the Peace Council.

PEACE IS PRECIOUS
AND DOESN'T COME FREE

The Plowshares Craftsfair and Winter Peace Festival is SPC's largest
fund-raising event each year. All profits from the Festival support the
resolute ongoing work to educate, agitate, and organize for a peaceful
and just world.

Imperialism - cloaked as free trade or anti-terrorism - is expensive.
The bill is paid with money taken from healthcare, education, housing,
services for youth, seniors, the poor and the hungry. As the need for
peace and justice work continues, so too we must ask for money and
other kinds of support. The admission cost is $2 for those who can
afford this, and we hope that you will give more if you can. No one
will be turned away.

We look forward to a joyful peace festival and a successful crafts
show. We hope to see you and your friends and family there. In
peace, the Plowshares committee.

SILENT AUCTION
Introduced two years ago, the SILENT AUCTION is becom-

ing a successful part of Plowshares, both for SPC and those with the
highest bids. Look for the silent auction table and bid on one or
more of the exciting items described there. Treat yourself or find an
unexpected gift idea.

The bidding will close at 4:30 pm on Sunday.
All proceeds benefit the Peace Council.

ENTERTAINMENT
Johnston’s School of Irish Dance
Ron Cantori and Roland Micklem
David Etse Nyadedzor and Biboti Ouikahilo
Full Moon Tribal Dance
Larry Hoyt
MLK Dancers
Colleen Kattau and John Rossbach
Vanessa Johnson
Maya Tribe
Wandering Minstrels and more.

THE SYRACUSE PEACE COUNCIL
924 Burnet Ave, Syracuse, NY 13203   315.472.5478   spc@peacecouncil.net   www.peacecouncil.net
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SPC / continued from page 4

supports SPC’s statement of purpose to
participate in this process.

Performance to Benefit SPC
We’re selling tickets to the Syracuse Stage
performance of Culture Clash in AmeriCCa,
an ensemble of pieces about urban America.
Culture Clash is the most prominent
Chicano-Latino performance troupe in the
country. SPC has tickets for Saturday,
January 29 at 3 pm, for $28 each, which
includes a reception afterwards. Contact
Carol, or PNL subscribers can see the
accompanying insert.

Peace Outreach
With the coming of winter, we have de-
cided to rethink the weekly peace out-
reach which SPC has conducted for the
past three years. We have one more weekly
outreach scheduled along with two spe-
cial outreaches. Look for more details in
January.

♦ Wed., November 24, 7:45-8:30 am,
Geddes St. and W. Genesee St.

♦ Fri., November 26, 10-11 am, Hiawatha
Blvd., outside Carousel Mall

♦ Sat., December 18, 10-11 am,
Hiawatha Blvd., outside Carousel Mall

Breaking the Fast
The Islamic Society of Central New York
invited SPC to join them on October 28
in breaking the Ramadan fast. This was
our fourth year, and as usual, the hospi-

tality was warm and
gracious, the food and
company excellent.
SPC asked people at-
tending under our
auspices for donations
to Christian Peace-
maker Teams. We
raised $135 for their
courageous ongoing
work in Iraq with
detainees and on
prison abuse issues
there.

Special thanks to
Magda Bayoumi and
Mohammed Khater
for providing us with
this opportunity.

$
Fund Appeal in the Mail:

 Please Be Generous
The Peace Council’s annual fall fund appeal is in the mail. In
addition to our crass request for funds, it includes a summary
of the past six months of activity and a financial report.

Our refusal to compromise our principles means we aren’t
going to receive corporate funding. So it’s people like you who
enable the Peace Council to continue and expand our valuable
work for peace and social justice.

 Is the Election Over?
The internet has been abuzz with re-
ports of miscounts, overcounts, voter
intimidation/suppression, continued
concern about the accuracy of elec-
tronic voting machines and more. It is
clear that for everyone’s vote to be truly
meaningful a great deal of investiga-
tion and electoral reform is required.

The Peace Council joins the call
for thorough investigation into these im-
portant issues. We encourage supporters
to contact your federal representatives
in support of the call from John Conyers
(D-MI), Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) and Rob-
ert Wexler (D-FL) [all members of the
House Judiciary Committee] for the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to “im-
mediately undertake an investigation of

the efficacy of voting machines and
new technologies used in the 2004 election,
how election officials responded to dif-
ficulties they encountered and what we
can do in the future to improve our
election systems and administration.

Some activists are fully convinced
that Bush stole the election again. De-
tailed information can be found on the
internet at: <www.tompaine.com>,
<www.buzzflash.com> and <www.
democracynow.org> among others.

An excellent overview article by
Jessica Azulay is available on the
NewStandard <newstandardnews.net>.

Taking action on this issue is a great
way to kick off the Peace Council’s
Building Real Democracy campaign.

Old Lawn Signs Don’t Die: Reuse, Recycle
Many people have chosen to continue displaying their Bush
Must Go! lawn signs. Here’s a suggested adaptation: “War Must
Go.” Overlay (pictured above) is available at the office and
available for download at <www.peacecouncil.net/newlawn>.
Use your own creativity to develop other ideas (and send us
photos). If you’re ready to uproot your sign, you can drop it off
at the office (924 Burnet Ave.) for potential future use.
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With more than a tinge of sadness, we
removed our BUSH MUST GO! sign  along
with the front yard leaves on the week-
end after the election. Throughout the cam-
paign our sign stated the initial rational:
Human Need Not Corporate Greed. Our
neighbor continues to post on his sign:
Protect the Earth. Our street may have
held the record for these signs, with sev-
eral variations of the main theme. All ex-
pressed a moral value!

That “moral values” of a particular
kind ranked higher in the exit polls than
the war in Iraq, the increasing polariza-
tion between the rich and poor, the envi-
ronment, healthcare, the economy, or the
way our country misuses the earth’s re-
sources…. That was the surprise on
November 2. That all of these issues are
not considered as important as other “moral
values” comes as a genuine shock to folks
who don’t tune into “religious” radio or
TV.

Our spirit is heavy realizing that many
“progressive” folks have failed to raise
human rights issues to a moral plane, at
least in the view of many of our neigh-
bors.

Martin Luther King made the case for
civil rights as a moral issue. “Let justice
roll!” was the movement’s rally cry that
touched the soul of the nation. King trumpeted
the moral dimension of that issue. That is
exactly what many religious “leaders” have
done recently in focusing their opposi-

tion on a select few issues like abortion,
gun control and gay marriage. They have
claimed the moral high ground, and re-
ceived few challenges to their narrow
definition of morality or values.

What can we learn from this loss?
One lesson could be that we may not all
agree on the moral rectitude of each and
every issue. However that should not de-
ter anyone from recognizing and appre-
ciating their own set of moral values and
those of others, whether they flow from
the same or different religious or cultural
roots than our own. We need to show
forth a broad justice and peace tent, where
individuals from different faith traditions
or no faith tradition feel equally welcome
to express their beliefs.

The Republican Party is now claim-
ing that they have the big tent. While we
may disagree, we know there are some
painful lessons to learn from this elec-
tion. Certainly, more openness to the deep
beliefs of others is worth considering.

Frank is a longtime activist who works with
Pax Christi and serves on the Peace Coun-
cil Advisory Committee.

Where From Here: An Activist Forum on Post-Election Directions

continued from page 6

Whose “Moral
Values”?

Strengthen
 the Peace
Movement

the day. The liberal conception of progress
accepted the genocide of the First Nation
Peoples as an unfortunate aspect of building
a democratic state in the US. This “col-
lateral damage” runs through the history
of slavery, genocide, Jim Crow and other
forms of physical and cultural genocide.

 There had to be a Civil War before
African Americans gained the right to vote.
Even then, KKK counter-revolutionary
violence rolled back the gains of the freed
slaves. The society, then and now, did
not seriously engage the issues of Repa-
rations and Reconstruction.

The historical amnesia has to be re-
paired. Issues of racism and genocide will
not be dealt with by the ruling class. As
the film, Fahrenheit 9/11, graphically
showed, the Democratic Party and Al Gore
proved this in 2000. The peace movement
must be proactive to expose the disen-
franchisement that took place again this
year. In 2004, John Kerry again exposed
the limitations of a liberal elite who don’t
oppose the armaments culture and the
militarized management of the global
economy. For this reason, Kerry was unable
to challenge the widespread fraud. Fallujah
and the 100,000 dead in Iraq show that
we are all complicit in the killing of inno-
cent people in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pales-
tine, Colombia and other parts of the world
where the imperial forces seek to impose
their power. The peace movement must
work to make itself a diverse movement
within all communities — Latino, Asian,
Black, White, Immigrant, Islamic, Jew-
ish and Christian.

We have to see counter-revolution for
what it is and confront it at all levels —
tax cuts for the rich and exploiting the
poor, struggles over the rights of women
and gay/lesbian people, the mass incar-
ceration of Black youth in the prison-in-
dustrial complex and the loss of civil lib-
erties in the Patriot Acts. These are inter-
related, not separate, issues.

Because of the links between war,
the economy, racism and genocide, the
peace movement cannot continue to be
atomized. The peace movement must re-
define and re-energize its base. Bush and
the conservatives have thrown down the
gauntlet. Are we equal to the task?

Horace is a local peace activist and teacher.

Now more than ever
those who take peace
seriously must break
from the tradition of
racial genocide. The idea
of a liberal democracy
was fraudulent from the
start. The Electoral
College was built on the
backs of the enslaved

Africans who produced wealth for the
plantocracy. Tom Paine wanted a firm
break with such “democracy,” but
Jefferson’s democracy for a few won

Frank Woolever

Horace
Campbell
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Where From Here: An Activist Forum on Post-Election Directions

Some progressive activists say it with a
sneer: “Moral issues.” We wonder how
millions of Republican voters could cite
morality in the exit polls while the cur-
rent administration wages an unjust war.
Another sneer: “Christian right-wing.” How
can people say they follow Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace, and support new
nuclear weapons? I think it’s time we
take the disdain out of our voices and
start listening to what voters in this country
stated this Nov. 2: moral issues matter,
and so does religion.

Many young activists I know describe
themselves as atheists or “spiritual but
not religious.” We often distrust religion,
seeing it as a harsh authority without sci-
entific basis. Yet for millions in this country,
churches foster stability, community, and
most of all, morals. “But it’s wrong,” we
say as activists — be careful, the sar-
castic sneer might sneak in again — “for
people to be guided to a voting machine
by their pastor like so many sheep.” Yet
perhaps Americans, desperate for guid-
ance in an unsafe world, have latched on
to the best tool an activist could hope
for. Traditionally, organizers educate people
about the issues, but fall short because
education relies on rationality to inspire
people. Alternatively, we need to inspire
people with the emotional, moral issues
of peace, freedom and justice.

We must take back religion. We cannot
shy away from it in a misguided politi-
cally correct attempt to dismiss its im-
portance. Over the past year I’ve met
and worked with many peace-preaching
bishops, reverends, cantors, and other
religious leaders. These men and women
prove that religion can be a powerful pro-
gressive force. A great example of this is

the School of the Americas campaign, a
vigorous effort to meld progressive poli-
tics and religious morality. It’s not just
Christians that we need to reach; I’m Jewish,
and I want to attend my synagogue with-
out feeling ashamed of Israel’s violent acts.

Some branches of Christianity preach
that we will see the “End of Days” in our
lifetimes. They even say that a nuclear ho-
locaust represents such an end and that
the use of nuclear weapons is “moral.”
This is not my morality or that of the Christian
peace activists I know. We as activists
must reach out to religious leaders, and
through them to their congregations, working
with them to reestablish peace as a foun-
dation of morality.

Liz is a staffperson for Peace Action of Cen-
tral New York.

Take Back Religion

Liz Stacey

In the US, voting based on “fear of
other” has a long tradition as a conserva-
tive tactic. The strategy used by the right
wing has been to organize and flood ru-
ral/suburban US society with conserva-
tive mythology delivered through a wide
range of outlets. Religiosity has been a major
conduit for these myths, but its effect has
been multiplied by think tanks, talk radio/
TV, civic groups, special interest groups,
etc. Most US Americans have been con-
ditioned to think in very narrow terms.
They’re less than concerned with the fates
of the 95% of people outside our borders,

and they don’t understand that US ac-
tions can cause reasonable and predict-
able anti-US responses abroad.

If we hope to turn the US around,
we need to work for much of the next 40
years, building structures which will not
so much run candidates in campaigns as
shift the vocabulary in which those cam-
paigns will be conducted. So long as fi-
nancially depleting the commonwealth is
understood as “tax relief,” we can’t win.
But debate the same issue in terms of
“common sense budgeting,” or “respon-
sible government,” or even cost/benefit
ratios and we’ve got a real chance.

All the various grass roots organiza-
tions which came together to support the
Kerry campaign can provide a jumping-
off point for this sort of effort. But, to be
truly effective in fewer than four decades,
we’ll need liberal Christianity to step up
to the plate.

The right got pasted far worse in 1964
than the left did in 2004. The right turned
defeat into inspiration, and has been on a
roll for years. But their strength is based
on a very narrow (and largely un-Chris-
tian) definition of “moral values” and so
is inherently brittle. Much of their sup-
port in this election came from people who,
often unknowingly, disagreed with the
positions they voted for.

Ignorance, or a little learning, works
in favor of the right. Information and honest
discussion will work in favor of the left.
But for that to happen, we need to step
back, take a look at what’s really going
on in US society, and make a long-term
commitment to affecting the cultural changes
required for this country to become a re-
sponsible participant in the world.

Maybe the Democratic party can purge
itself of the Democratic National Com-
mittee and other “Bush lite” triangulators,
and return to its liberal/labor/Jeffersonian
roots. If not, maybe it’s time for a real
Labor party in the US (we seem to be the
only industrial country without one). But
the real solution lies not in parties and
individual candidates. The real solution lies
in subtly and continually changing the
vocabulary of US culture.

Rick Martin lives in Madison County.

Shift the
Vocabulary

Rick Martin
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Constructive Conflicts: From Escalation to
Resolution, second edition
Louis Kriesberg,  Roman & Littlefield, 2003, paper

Anti-war activists would do
well to better understand the
dynamics of conflict, struggle
and war.  Peace activists would
do well to learn how a war
can be prevented or trans-
formed into a peace.  In his
recent book Louis Kriesberg
provides a comprehensive
analytic framework for pre-
venting war and for moving
through war and other spi-
rals of violence to peace.

Kriesberg is professor
emeritus of sociology at Syra-
cuse University. He was the
founding director of the Max-
well School’s Program on the
Analysis and Resolution of Conflicts (PARC). He’s the au-
thor of numerous books and scores of articles.  He has ex-
tensively revised and updated this second edition of “Con-
structive Conflicts.”

In his preface Kreisberg writes, “I wanted to develop an
empirically grounded understanding of how people prevent
or stop destructive conflicts but instead wage relatively con-
structive conflicts….[M]any potentially destructive struggles
never happen and even when they do, many become trans-
formed and even resolved so that they do not recur. Further-
more, recognizing the inevitability and at times the necessity
of struggle if injustices are to be overcome, I believe that
more knowledge is needed about how conflicts can be pur-
sued constructively.  I want to improve people’s understand-
ing so that they can wage their struggles more productively.”

Kriesberg’s 429-page book is a systematic and scholarly
study, the fruit of years of observation, research and reflec-
tion.  Although the study focuses on conflicts entailing im-
mense violence, its framework provides constructive ways
of conducting all kinds of conflicts through their stages of
escalation, de-escalation and settlement.

Ed Kinane wields a mighty red pen on the Peace Newsletter
editorial committee.

Hot Reading for Cold Winter Nights
Addicted to War: Why the U.S. Can’t Kick
Militarism, second edition
Joel Andreas. AK Press. 2002, paper

Addicted to War is a great
example of a text that
uses history to make a
point. As an illustrated
exposé, it uses pictures
and a lot of crazy car-
toons of politicians and
warmongers to tell its
story. So what’s not to
love?

This book is a great
way to spend your af-
ternoon, and the ending
is magnificent. It’s all
about the US’ habit of
making war, and how
those habits are shaping,
and destroying our coun-
try. The ending is about the domination of military interests
over human interests in recent times.

While I enjoyed the ending, the somewhat constricted
viewpoint of US history was troubling. However, I do under-
stand that much of the world’s history is heavily dominated
by the interests of a few, and that the author is using history
to make his point.  It’s clear that an illustrated exposé needs
to simplify complex ideas to get its point across, and that in
the process, things will inevitably be left out. While I found
no factual errors, the author’s points weren’t supported with
persuasive evidence. This made me a bit skeptical about his
arguments’ validity. I don’t suggest you ignore his points,
but rather that you not accept them without doing some other
reading of your own.

Read this book to complement the knowledge you al-
ready have of US history. Don’t ignore what this book is
trying to tell you – its’ message is valuable and especially
pertinent to the present. Finally, read the ending twice; it’s an
incredible eye opener, and a great call back to the reality of
where most of our money really goes.

Happy Reading!

Tina Musa is a senior at Manlius Pebble Hill, is active with
SPC’s Youth Empowerment for Peace and serves on the SPC
Steering Committee.

Peace
Social

Justice
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Citizens Of The Empire: The Struggle To Claim
Our Humanity
Robert Jensen,   City Lights Publishers, 2004

 I highly recommend Citizens of the
Empire to those who are just thinking
about getting involved, as well as to those
who need a shot in the arm after a long,
difficult time of struggling to make a
difference. Jensen’s book on current poli-
cies and the workings of power and gov-
ernment shows the reader, in an engag-
ing way, that we do make a difference
in this world and that it’s our duty to
understand and act on our being a part
of this country. In this time of frustra-
tion and suspicion, it’s refreshing to come out from reading a
book with a boost of energy and a desire to get right back
into the struggles!

-Martha Cassady

The Enigmas of Easter Island, second edition
John Flenley and Paul Bahn, Oxford University
Press, 2003

Most people know of Easter Island as
the home of many huge statues facing
the coast.  These tower 12 to 25 feet
above their grassy base.  This small re-
mote Pacific island, once a lush tropi-
cal forest, now has very limited flora
and fauna and no trees.

For those looking to learn more about
the island, Enigmas provides up-to-date
scientific analysis of what went wrong,
and when.  Its authors sort out the dif-
ferent theories and present the consen-
sus view of what led to the present condition of the island.

The picture is bleak, but the lesson is valuable and gives
insight into our disregard for our earth.  Technically precise
yet readable, Enigmas makes you think even more about how
we all contribute to the despoilation of the environment and
what the catastrophic consequences of this might be.

-Sam Sage

An Ordinary Person’s Guide to Empire
Arundhati Roy, South End Press, 2004
“Debating imperialism is like debating
the pros and cons of rape. What can
we say? That we miss it?,” Roy writes.
As she does so, she cuts deep into the
heart of an argument with deadly ac-
curacy and effectiveness. Roy has an
uncanny knack for weaving together
many different strands of the global
imperial project in language that is  di-
rect, poetic and incisive. She is able to
show us how a grossly unjust, inhu-
man exploitative system works, the tools
it uses, and what we can do to dis-
mantle it. Read it -- you will no longer
confine your resistance to wringing your hands in despair.

-Hari Chathratti

Growing Up Palestinian
Laetitia Bucaille, Princeton University Press, 2004
Laetitia Bucaille in Growing Up Pales-
tinian provides a rare look inside the Oc-
cupied Territories where she lived for more
than a decade, months at a time. A former
journalist and French political scientist,
she tracks several men caught up in both
Intifadas. Laetitia Bucaille then analyzes
what unites and divides Palestinians and
what deepens the chasm between Pales-
tine and Israel.

Laetitia explains how Palestine be-
came mired in corruption, class conflict,
political tension and opposing liberation strategies. From Hamas’s
rejection of the Oslo Accords to the inability of the Palestin-
ian Authority to create a democratic government, and from
Israel’s overwhelming power to its destructive search for
security, she paints a bleak but illuminating portrait.

-Aggie Lane

Ferdinand the Bull
Munroe Leaf, Viking Press, 1936
As the season moves over us, a time-
less story to share with your children is
Ferdinand the Bull. This story’s deci-
sive words and simple illustrations never
fail to reinforce the crucial themes of
peace, courage, and the importance of
one’s own individuality in a world where
those traits seem to be slipping away.

Ferdinand is a Spanish bull who
shares his quiet manner, his love of na-
ture, and his desire for peace, even within a society that cel-
ebrates and ritualizes violence. This story is a perfect way to
talk to your children about bringing peace to their world.

-Krista Williams

Free to Be…You and Me
Marlo Thomas,  Running Press, 1997
This classic collection of stories, songs
and poems should be on every family’s
shelf. The book was one of the first works
of children’s literature that taught about
individuality, self-esteem, gender equality,
multiculturalism and friendship. Included
are works that teach children about dif-
ferent kinds of families, togetherness,
belonging and the balance of indepen-
dence and attachment. Entertaining and educational, this was
one of the greatest gifts my parents gave me when I was a
child and one I’m overjoyed to pass on to my own children.

-Melissa Hyman
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MENOPAUSE COACH

WISE WOMAN HERBALIST

GRIEF WORKER

RESTORATIVE MASSAGE

MMMMMARIEARIEARIEARIEARIE S S S S SUMMERWOODUMMERWOODUMMERWOODUMMERWOODUMMERWOOD 315-479-8804315-479-8804315-479-8804315-479-8804315-479-8804

CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER

• Individuals
• Couples
• Sliding-scale Fee

846 Westmoreland Avenue
Syracuse, N. Y. 13210
(315) 424-7930

MARGARET    R.   MATHEWS   C.S.W.

Call us for information about these programs and the 
other exciting things happening  
at the Center 

 
Phone: 478-8634  Fax: 701-0303 
Email: info@westcottcc.org 
Web:  www.westcottcc.org 

 

Where can you hear great acoustic music? 

Where can you hear engaging speakers? 

Where can 9—14 year olds go after school for an enrich-
ing experience? 

Where can seniors go for information & help, to socialize 
and have lunch? 

Where can you Talk to a Lawyer for FREE ? 

That’s where ! 

The Westcott  
Community Center    

826 Euclid Ave., Syracuse, NY 13210

Syracuse Cooperative
Federal Credit Union

3.46% APY*

Federally Insured by NCUA
Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals.  Fees could
reduce earnings on the account. Rates offered as of 7/1/04  *Annual Percentage Yield

SouthwestSouthwestSouthwestSouthwestSouthwest
SolidaritySolidaritySolidaritySolidaritySolidarity
CertificateCertificateCertificateCertificateCertificate

$1,000 Minimum Balance/ThreeYearTerm

For$ already in an SCFCU account
get a great rate of 3.35% APY*

723 Westcott Street and 401 South Avenue,
Inside the Southwest Community Center

We’re Easy

to Jo
in!

471-1116
2.00% APY*

As long as you maintain the
minimum balance you can make
unlimiited withdrawals and deposits with no monthly service fee and no annual fee. Don’t wait! This rate is for
a limited time. The sooner you open your Super Share Checking, the sooner you’ll start growing your assets.Talk
with our staff for more details.

New Super Share Money Market
Checking Account

 with a special promotional rate:

It is free and easy to change your present draft account to a SuperShare Checking
Account. There is a $25 fee to change your Super Share Checking Account to
a regular draft account.   Fees can reduce earnings.      *Annual Percentage Yield

$4,500  minimum balance
in your Super Share Checking Account

can earn

Savings Federally Insured
to $100,000 by the NCUA,

an Agency of the US
Government

Still the
Best Rates
in Town!

Move Your Savings to
a Great-Rate
Account!
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1103 Burnet Avenue 
Syracuse, NY  13203 

(315) 475-6453 
www.newschool-syr.org 

Full Day Grade K-6 and After School Program 
“The New School is small enough to provide personal  
attention yet large enough to have a variety of learning 
activities.  It’s great  to have young and old children 
interacting and learning from each other in this unique 
school that both challenges and comforts.” 
                       -Dik Cool, Karen Mihalyi & Cora Cool-Mihalyi 

Now Accepting Applications For Fall 

where kids love to learn 

210 Walton Street, Syracuse, NY 13202
315-471-4601

Peace
Give The Gift Of

Contemporary American Craft

Hours:
Mon-Thur 10-6, Fri-Sat 10-9, Sun 1-5

Fine Contemporary Crafts

SPC’s 2SPC’s 2SPC’s 2SPC’s 2SPC’s 2ndndndndnd Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual
Theatre Bash!Theatre Bash!Theatre Bash!Theatre Bash!Theatre Bash!

CULTURE  CLASH
IN  AMERICCA
Syracuse Stage
Sat., Jan. 29, 2005 at 3 pm.
Refreshments to follow.

A portion of the $28 ticket
benefits the Peace Council.

“Humorous, cutting
and touching.”

– NY Times

Offering unique, fairly traded handmade gifts, coffee and
chocolate from around the world.

This Holiday season, give a gift that keeps on giving…. to
your community and to our world….

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
4471 East Genesee St.  on the corner of Erie Blvd.

446-0326 — www. Fairworldmarketplace.com
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Rocket / continued from page 9

With the US elections
safely over, Fallujah
could be destroyed in
the name of its own
upcoming elections.

calmer. But that would have denied Wash-
ington the change to install a puppet re-
gime in Iraq, and possibly prevented George
Bush from winning a second term.

Is it any wonder that Iraqis are skep-
tical of the version of democracy being
delivered to them by US. troops, or that
elections have come to be seen not as tools
of liberation but as weapons of war? First,
Iraq’s promised elections were sacrificed
in the interest of George Bush’s election
hopes; next, the siege of Fallujah itself
was crassly shackled to these same in-
terests. The fighter planes didn’t even wait
an hour after George Bush finished his
acceptance speech to begin the air attack
on Fallujah, with the city bombed at least
six times through the next day and night.
With the US elections safely over, Fallujah
could be destroyed in the name of its own
upcoming elections.

In another demonstration of their
commitment to freedom, the first goal of
the US soldiers in Fallujah was to am-
bush the city’s main hospital. Why? Ap-
parently because it was the source of the
“rumors” about high civilian casualties the
last time U.S. troops laid siege to Fallujah,
sparking outrage in Iraq and across the
Arab world. “It’s a center of propaganda,”
an unnamed senior American officer told
The New York Times. Without doctors to
count the dead, the outrage would be pre-
sumably be muted — except that, of course,
the attacks on hospitals have sparked their
own outrage, further jeopardizing the le-
gitimacy of the upcoming elections.

According to The New York Times,
the Fallujah General Hospital was easy to
capture, since the doctors and patients
put up no resistance. There was, how-
ever, one injury, “an Iraqi soldier who
accidentally discharged his Kalashnikov
rifle, injuring his lower leg.”

I think that means he shot himself in
the foot. He’s not the only one.
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Put Your Money Where Your
Values Are

Invest your money in companies building the
kind of future you value. You have the option
of choosing companies that demonstrate
corporate responsibility.

Hansen’s Financial Services

Assisting you in Making Wise Decisions
7067 E. Genesee Street
Fayetteville, NY 13066

315-637-5153       800-318-9780
Email:  sue@hansensfinancial.com

Web: hansensfinancial.com
Susan S. Hansen  CFP,CLU

The
Sagacious

Investor
TM

618 Kensington  Rd   
off  Westcott  Street  

Between Euclid & Broad  
Open 7 days       9 to 9                  

472.1385 

    100%     
of the co----op’s     

electricity is green     
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EVERY SUN: Common Threads,
acoustic local music on W

AER FM
88.3.  2 - 5 pm.

Songs of the Great Turn-
ing: W

inter Solstice Con-
cert. Syracuse Com

m
unity

Choir. 7:30 pm
. Plym

outh
Cong. Ch. 232 E. Onondaga
St. $8-20. 428-8151.

EVERY TUES: Rough Tim
es

Live. Television by, for & about
teens. 8 pm. Time W

arner Cable
Channel 98. 478-UNIT.

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Skunk City Mtg. Mundy Library,
S. Geddes St. 6:30 pm

. 476-7475.

EVERY M
ON: M

orris Dancing.
W

estcott Community Center. 7-8:30 pm.
478-8634.

Syracuse United Neighbors/
Southside 

m
eeting. 

Payton
Temple, 1816 Midland Av. 7 pm.
476-7475.

Syracuse United Neighbors/
W

estside Mtg.  Brown Memorial
Church, corner Davis and S.
Geddes St. 7 pm. 476-7475.

Peace Outreach for the “big-
gest shopping day of the
year.” 10-11 am. Carousel Cen-
ter, Hiawatha Blvd. 472-5478.

EVERY THURS:  Free Legal Ser-
vices for people denied unemploy-
ment benefits or who have to go to
a welfare hearing.  W

estcott Com-
munity Center.  6-8 pm.

EVERY W
ED: Military & Draft

Counseling at the Peace Coun-
cil. Noon - 3 pm.  Marge 472-5478.

Stonewall Com
m

ittee Meeting:
6 pm, Contact Bonnie Strunk 422-
0144

EVERY SAT: Dem
ocracy

Now! w/Am
y Goodm

an.
T-W

 Cable Ch. 98, 9 -11 am.

Syr. United Neighbors SW
/

Tallm
an mtg, Brady Faith Ctr, 404

South Ave. 7 pm. 476-7475.

To list your group’s
event or m

eeting,
call 472-5478 or send

the info to SPC at
pnl@

peacecouncil.net

EVERY SUN: People’s 60
Minutes. Time W

arner Cable.
Channel 98. 8 pm. Produced
by SPC. Tape it, share it!

EVERY THURS: Interfaith Peace
Vigil, Conventual Franciscan Fri-
ars, Assisi Center, 800 North
Salina St. 5:30-6:00 pm. 473-0952.

EVERY MON:  Meditation, W
omen’s

Information Center, 601  Allen St.,
8:30-9:45 am. FREE. All welcomed.
472-5711.

EVERY THURS: W
om

ens  Voices
Radio.  W

AER - 88 FM.  8 pm.

Educate, Agitate, Organize!

www.peacecouncil.net
(315) 472-5478

Complimentary Copy
See page 2 to subscribe, only $12/yr!
Help support  our work

Return Address Requested

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catholics
& Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s Church,
124 Alden St.. 5 pm. 636-7726.

EVERY SUN: Soulful Sundown
Contemporary Spiritual Service
at MMUS.  5 pm.  FREE.

SPC Newsletter M
ailing

Party: 4-6:30 pm.  Free Pizza.

SPC study group on US Glo-
bal Agenda. 7-8:30 pm

. 821
Euclid Ave, Carol 472-5478 or
carol@

peacecouncil.net

Pax Christi Monthly Meeting:
9:30 am-noon.  Contact Frank
W

oolever 446-1693.

W
estcott East Neighborhood

Assoc. Petit Library, 7-9 pm. Starke
Donnally 472-2140.

Syracuse Gay/Lesbian Catho-
lics & Friends Mass. St. Andrew’s
Church, 124 Alden St. 5 pm. 636-
7726.

CNY SOA Abolitionist Monthly
Meeting, Brady Faith Center, 404
South Av., 4-5:30 pm.  478-1592.
CLAC Monthly Potluck Meet-
ing, Brady Faith Center, 404 South
Av., 5:30-7 pm.  478-1592.

PFLAG Monthly Meeting: 7:30
pm.  446-5940

Monthly Vigil Against Death
Penalty: Noon. Colum

bus
Circle.  People Against the
Death Penalty 637-3344.

EVERY W
ED  Meditation, W

omen’s
Information Center, 601  Allen St.,
8:30-9:45 am. FREE. All welcomed.
472-5711.

EVERY W
ED  Open Figure Draw-

ing Inc., W
e Draw People! 7-10

pm.  W
estcott Community Center,

826 Euclid Ave. 478-8634

The Folkus Project’s M
usic

Series: Karen Savoca. Uplifting,
funky, & danceable folk. 8 pm.
May Memorial, 3800 E. Genesee
St. $15. Reservations: 440-1818
or <tickets@

folkus.org>. Contact:
<www.folkus.org>.

5

Brian Conway Concert. Tra-
ditional Irish Fiddler! 8 pm

.
W

CC, 826 Euclid Ave.  $10, $8
for W

CC members. 478-8634.

The Folkus Project’s M
usic

Series: Teddy Goldstein and
Anne Heaton Double-bill! Con-
temporary songwriting, hilarious
& sublime.  8 pm.  May Memorial.
$10 Reservations: 440-1818 or
<tickets@

folkus.org>. Contact:
<www.folkus.org>.

Maxwell School Lecture:  E.J.
Dionne, Political Com

m
entator,

W
ashington Post columnist, and

author.  Conversation on the
changing nature of the US politi-
cal environment.  4 pm.  Maxwell
Auditorium followed by reception.
FREE & open to public.

Art That Matters:  Dec 2-30, 2004
featuring original art from the 2005
Peace Calendar published by
Syracuse Cultural W

orkers (SCW
).

Company Gallery, 110 W
. Fayette

St, 430-3398, www.thinc.org.
Open Tues-Fri, 12-8 pm.

Thursday Lunchtim
e Artist Series:

12-1 pm, Company Gallery, 110 W
.

Fayette.  Ellen Blalock: Telling Family
Stories through Quilts.

Thursday Lunchtim
e Artist

Series: 12-1 pm, Company Gal-
lery, 110 W

. Fayette.  M
ike

Greenlar, 40 Years After the W
ar

– The Hmong of Laos.   A literal,
living example of turning swords
into plowshares.

SPC Peace Outreach: Building
Real Democracy.  7:45 - 8:30 am
Geddes St. and W

est Genesee
St. (W

estside)
Dr. Dhafir's Trial Continues:
Every Mon-Thurs through the end
of 2004.  8:30 am at the Federal
Courthouse, 100 S. Clinton St.
Prayer gathering 9 am each day
of the trial.

The Burns Sisters in Concert.
7 pm

. M
ay M

em
orial, 3800 E.

Genesee St. $15.  Reservations:
440-1818 or <tickets@

folkus.
org>.  Contact: <www.folkus.org>.

12

Art That Matters Opening Recep-
tion:   7-10 pm, Company Gallery,
110 W

. Fayette St.  Dik Cool, SCW
founder, will discuss the Peace Cal-
endar, art that matters, and cultural
activism  Music by Ashley Cox, Joe
Driscoll and Colleen Kattau.

Thursday Lunchtim
e Artist Series:

12-1 pm, Company Gallery, 110 W
.

Fayette.  Sue Keeter will discuss her
oil painting tribute to Phil Berrigan.
Jerry Berrigan will talk about his
brother and the international Plow-
shares movement.

PLOW
SHARES

Craftsfair & W
inter

Peace Festival:
10 am

-5 pm
.  Nottingham

High School, 3100 East
Genesee St. Over 100
crafters, m

any com
m

unity
groups, great entertainment
and yummy food. The Peace
Council's biggest benefit of
the year! $2 (free for under 16
and over 65).

PLOW
SHARES

Craftsfair & W
inter

Peace Festival:
11 am-5 pm.  Nottingham High
School, 3100 East Genesee
St. Over 100 crafters, many
com

m
unity groups, great

entertainm
ent and yum

m
y

food. SPC's biggest benefit
of the year! $2 (free for under
16 and over 65).

Syracuse Com
m

unity Radio
Open House. 12:30-2pm

.
W

estcott Comm Ctr., 826 Euclid
Ave. 426-0850. Free.

Get Dem
ocracy Now! on the

air in CNY. Contact W
AER to-

day, e-mail:  rgockert@
syr.edu,

443-4021.

The Peace Council Office
will be closed from

 Dec. 25
- Jan. 2. R

est up for an active
year of educating, agitating
and organizing in 2005!

SPC’s Holiday Peace Out-
reach. Help m

ake “Peace
on Earth: Goodwill to All”
m

ore than a slogan. 10-11
am. Carousel Center, Hiawatha
Blvd. 472-5478.

“FROM THE EARTH”
Onondaga Nation Craftsfair.
10 am

-5 pm
. Onondaga Nation

School, Rt. 11A. Sat. and Sun.

EVERY SAT: Sharing the
Earth. Animal rights and envi-
ronmental videos. 10 pm. T-W
Cable Ch. 98.

4

Syracuse Peace Council
Com

m
unity Calendar

N
ov. 23 - D

ec. 25, 2004
Bush Must Go! Cam

paign them
e:

BUILDING REAL DEMOCRACY




